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Coast Guard Aviation Association 
"The Ancient Order ofthe Pterodactyl" 

P.O. Box 222905, Chantilly, VA 20153-2905 

The Chief Oliver F. Berry Aviation Maintenance Award 

The Coast Guard Aviation Association (Ancient Order of the Pterodactyl) nominates Chief Aviation 
Machinist's Mate Oliver Fuller Berry, USCG as the individual for whom the annual Aviation Maintenance 
Award should be named. Chief Berry became the free world's and the Coast Guard's first military 
helicopter aviation mechanic. He received instruction at Bell Aircraft, Great Falls, New York and Sikorsky 
Aircraft in Stratford, Connecticut, and then was the lead instructor at the nation's first military helicopter 
training unit at Coast Guard Air Station, Brooklyn (Floyd Bennett Field), New York in 1946. He taught US 
Coast Guard, US Army, US Navy, and the United Kingdom's Royal Air Force personnel how to maintain 
and repair the first military helicopters. These aircraft were Sikorsky HNS-1 models (as depicted below). 
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The inscription below the helicopter reads, "U.S. Navy - Coast Guard Helicopter Ai r-Sea Rescue Project. 
The above is a Sikorsky HNS-1 helicopter. The floats are designed to land on either land or water for 
rescue operations in cases where landings cannot be made due to rough seas or wooded country. The 
helicopter is equipped with a rescue hoist. A demonstration of personnel pick-up will be made daily at 
3:45 P.M. This is still in the experimental stage and sufficient aircraft are not yet available for regular 
service use. The helicopter is a joint development of the Navy Bureau of Aeronautics and Coast Guard 
Aviation. "1 

Berry Yearbook Picture from The Citadel 

Military College of South Carolina - 1929 


Olliver Fuller Berry was born in Marion, South Carolina, on March 2nd, 1908 and later lived at 618 West 
Evans Street, Florence, South Carol ina. He graduated from the Citadel, the state Military College of 
South Carolina, on June 5th, 1928 and was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the United States Army 
Infantry - Reserve. 2 He enlisted as an Apprentice Seaman, Service Number 114-006, in the United States 
Coast Guard at Advanced Base "B," Charleston, South Carolina, on March 26th, 1929.3 On his enlisted 
physical, when asked if he had ever been rejected, on account of physical reasons, for promotion or 
enlistment in the Coast Guard or other military service, he answered "Yes, (because) he could not judge 
depth for Aviation (in) United States Army."4 Berry was honorably discharged on August 6th, 1929 to 
accept an appointment as Cadet, United States Coast Guard Academy. He was examined by Frederick M. 
Sams, M.D., USPHS, on August 6th, 1929 and "found to be physically sound."5 He reported for duty at 
the Academy on August 19th, 1929. Berry resigned from the Academy on February 26th, 1930. He 
expressed in his letter that he was "not interested in the Coast Guard, and (did) not wish to remain at the 
Academy." However, Superintendent RADM Harry G. Hamlet, USCG requested that Berry be interviewed 
by the Academy Chaplain, Executive Officer, Commandant of Cadets, and the senior Cadet First Class 

1 Helicopter Detai l at Navy Sixth War Loan Ex hibition, Chicago, Illinois, November 151
h, 1944 to December 3'd, 

1944 (L TJG Walter C. "Red" Bolton, USCG; ENS David Gershowitz, USCGR; Chief Machinist Oliver F. Berry, 
USCG; Aviation Machinist's Mate l /c Oswald Bachman, USCGR; Aviation Machinist's Mate l /c Wi llis J. 
Woodcock, USCGR; Aviation Machinist's Mate 3/c Michael Mastrone, USCGR) 
2 Citadel letter (undated) signed by O.J. Bund, President, witnessed by B.B. Polhemur 
3 Treasury Department (U.S. Coast Guard) Form 2500B (Ed. 40,000-Revised Aug., 1925) Special Temporary 
Enlistment Contract 
4 Treasury Department (U.S. Coast Guard) Form 2502 (revised March, 1928) Report of Physical Examination 
5 USCG Base Charl eston, South Carolina endorsement on Treasury Department (U.S. Coast Guard) Fo1m 2500-C 
(Revised Nov., 1928) Service Record of Berry, Oliver Fuller, Certificate Upon Termination of Service, 6 August 
1929 
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(Cadet Schissler). They reported that "Cadet Berry appears to be very good officer material in every way 
except his roaming and dissatisfied disposition. -t 

Berry served on active duty as a commissioned army officer from August 3'd, 1930 to August 16th, 1930 
and from August 2nd, 1931 to August 15th, 1931, and was appointed to 1st Lieutenant, Infantry- Reserve 
On June 4th, 1932.7 

On August 15
\ 1932, Berry wrote to Captain LT. Chalker, USCG - Chief, Personnel Section, USCG 

Headquarters, Washington, DC, requesting to reenlist in the Coast Guard. He stated, "I served nearly 
five months as an enlisted man at Section Base 3, Charleston, South Carolina, in 1929. I received an 
honorable discharge in order that I might attend the Coast Guard Academy. I remained at the Academy 
from August, 1929 to March, 1930, resigning of my own volition. I realize my mistake in ever leaving 
Coast Guard service and wish to reenlist . .!am poor at expressing my feelings, but I have set my heart 
on going back into the Service. " Captain Chalker's handwriting on the letter states, "No objection as 
Apprentice Seaman if he meets all requirements.',g Berry resigned from the Army Infantry - Reserve on 
September 1st, 1932 by reason of his own request to enlist in the U.S. Coast Guard.9 

Berry as Seaman Apprentice, USCG 
(circa 1929 - 1932) 

On June 1th, 1933, Seaman 2nd Class Berry requested transfer, at his own expense, to aviation duty at 
Base 9, Cape May, New Jersey. In his letter, Berry stated, ''I wish to learn something about everything of 
which I have the chance. At the present time my knowledge ofaviation is very limited, but I am a willing 
worker and I know I can make myself useful. " His Commanding Officer endorsed the request, stating, 
''Berry has had a very good education, holding a Bachelor ofScience degree in civil engineering from The 
Citadel college. He is an excellent seaman, a hard worker, and has had splendid military training. '10 

6 Office of The Superintendent, Coast Guard Academy, letter dated 26 February 1930 
7 Adjutant General's Office (MGEN Edward F. Witsell) letter JMS/cfg/ID 678 dated September 29, 1947 
8 Berry letter on Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Company letterhead dated August 1, 1932 
9 Adjutant General's Office (MGEN Edward F. Witsell) letter JMS/cfg/ID 678 dated September 29, 1947 
'
0 Berry letter to Commandant via Commander Base 3, Commander, Jacksonville Division, and Commander Base 9 

dated June 121
\ 1933 
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Berry Enlistments 

• March 26th, 1929 (Charleston, South carolina) - 4 months/11 days (as Apprentice Seaman) 
• August 19th, 1929 to February 26th, 1930 - cadet, USCG . 
• September 2nd, 1932 (Base 3, Charleston, South Carolina) - 3 years (as Apprentice Seaman) 
• September 19th, 1935 (Base 9, cape May, New Jersey) - 3 years (AMM3/c) 
• September 20th, 1938 (Coast Guard Air Patrol Detachment cape May, New Jersey) - 3 years (AMM1/c) 
• January 21st, 1942 (Coast Guard Air Station Elizabeth City, North Carolina) - 3 year extension (AMM1/c) 
• July 20th, 1943 to August 19th, 1946 - Appointment as Machinist and Chief Machinist (commissioned) 
• August 20th, 1946 (Coast Guard Air Station Elizabeth City, North Carolina) - 3 years (AMMC) 
• August 26th, 1949 (Coast Guard Air Station Traverse City, Michigan) - 3 years (ADC) 
• June 3rc1, 1953 (Coast Guard Air Detachment Biloxi, Mississippi) - 3 years (ADC) 

Berry USCG Promotions 

• Seaman Apprentice (SA) - March 26th, 1929 
• Cadet 4/c - August 19th, 1929 
• Seaman Apprentice (SA) -August 2nd, 1932 
• Seaman 2/c (SN2/c) - unknown (likely just prior to June 12th, 1933 request for transfer to CG Base 9) 
• Seaman 1/c (SN1/c) - unknown (likely during assignment to Coast Guard Base 9) 
• Aviation Machinist's Mate 3/c (AMM3) - April 17th, 1934 
• Aviation Machinist's Mate 2/c (AMM2) - unknown (likely during assignment to CG Patrol Detachment 

Cape May) 
• Aviation Machinist's Mate 1/c (AMM1) - unknown (likely during assignment to CG Patrol Detachment 

Cape May) 
• Aviation Machinist's Mate Chief (AMMC) (Temporary- Provisional) -April 11th, 1942 
• Aviation Machinist's Mate Chief (AMMC) (Permanent) - April 20th, 1943 
• Machinist (Temporary) (W-1) - July 20th, 1943 · 
• Chief Machinist (Temporary) - October 1st, 1944 
• Aviation Machinist's Mate Chief (AMMC)-August 18th, 1946 
• Aviation Machinist's Mate Chief (AMMC) to AMC - April 2nd, 1948 (PC 36-47) 
• AMC to ADC - subsequent to 1949 

Berry Meritorious Conduct11 

• World War II Victory Medal - March 22nd, 1946 (USCG Air Station Brooklyn) 
• European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Ribbon - March 22nd, 1946 (USS North Star) 
• American Area Campaign Ribbon - March 22nd, 1946 (USCG Air Station Brooklyn) 
• American Defense Service Medal with One Star/Sea Clasp - March 22nd, 1946 (USCGC Campbell) and 

September 3ed, 1947 (USCG Air Station Elizabeth City) 
• "Served Outside Continental United States or Alaska" - March 22nd, 1946 (USCGC Campbell) 
• USCG Good Conduct Medal -August 20th, 1946 (USCG Air Station Elizabeth City) 
• Silver Medal of the Order of Leopold II - October 24th, 1947 (USCG Air Station Elizabeth City) 
• Presidential Testimonial - October 28th, 1947 (USCG Air Station Elizabeth City) 

11 Forms 2500-C, Treasury Department, U.S. Coast Guard, (Revised July 1935) and subsequent (1938, 1949 used) 
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Berrv Permanent Assignments12 

• Coast Guard Advance Base "B", Charleston, South Carolina - March 26th, 1929 to August 6th, 1929 
• U.S. Coast Guard Academy, New London, Connecticut -August 19th, 1929 to February 26th, 1930 
• Coast Guard Base 3, Charleston, South carolina -August 2nct, 1932 to June 12th, 1933 
• Coast Guard Base 9, cape May, New Jersey- June 12th, 1933 to 1938 (approximately) 
• Coast Guard Air Patrol Detachment cape May, New Jersey- 1938 to June 29th, 1940 
• Coast Guard Air Station Charleston, South carolina - July 3rd, 1940 to August 1, 1941 
• Coast Guard Air Station Elizabeth City, North carolina - January 21st, 1942 to March 14th, 1942 
• Coast Guard Air Station Brooklyn, New York- March 14th, 1942 to June 7th, 1946 
• Coast Guard Air Station Elizabeth City, North Carolina - August 20th, 1946 to July 9th, 1948 
• Coast Guard Rotary Wing Development Unit, Elizabeth City, North carolina - July 9th, 1948 to January 

3rd, 1949 
• Coast Guard Air Station Traverse City, Michigan - January 8th, 1949 to December 18th, 1951 
• Coast Guard Air Station Brooklyn - January 10th, 1952 to March 4th, 1952 
• Coast Guard Air Detachment Brooklyn - March 4th, 1952 to April 24th, 1952 
• Coast Guard Cutter EASTWIND (WAGB-279) - April 24th, 1952 to September 19th, 1952 
• Coast Guard Air Station Brooklyn - September 19th, 1952 to May 7th, 1953 
• Coast Guard Air Detachment Biloxi, Mississippi - May 21st, 1953 to June 2nd, 1953 
• Coast Guard Air Detachment Corpus Christi, Texas - June 15th, 1953 to May 17th, 1955 
• Retirement- June 1st, 1955 at Coast Guard Air Detachment Corpus Christi, Texas 

Berry Temporary Duty Assiqnments13 

• TAD OCT-38 to Bolling Field (DC) Report to Plane Captain of Model RT-1 Landplane V150 
• TAD NOV-39 Assignment to Patrol Detachment cape May as Crew of JRF-2 Landplane V176 
• TAD JUN-41 to NAS Squantum, Massachusetts for Operation of J2F-4 Plane 
• TAD MAY-42 to Sperry Gyroscope Company Great Neck (NY) - Maintenance of Aviation Instruments 
•TAD APR-43 Sikorsky Aircraft Division of United Aircraft Corporation (directed by COMDT) 
•TAD NOV-44 to support HSN-1 helicopter 39040 at Navy 6th War Bond Exhibition, Chicago 
•TAD SEP-46 to Gander, Newfoundland for Re-Assembly of HOS and HSN-1 on Sabena Survivor 

Recovery 
• TAD MAR-47 to Sperry Gyroscope Company Great Neck (NY) - Instrument Flight of HOS 
• TAD JUN-47 Bell Aircraft Corporation Buffalo (NY) 
• TAD MAY-48 to Naval Air Materiel Center Philadelphia 
• TAD FEB-49 CG AR&SC ECity for Inspection of JRB Aircraft CGNO 90564 
• TAD MAR-49 Assignment to CGC Mackinaw for Icebreaking Operations 
•TAD JUL-49 Crewmember Patrolling Port Huron to Mackinaw Island Race 
•TAD AUG-49 Crewmember of HTL-1CGNO122460 to Patrol Rochester Races 
•TAD OCT-49 PBY-SA CGNO 48335 (Magnafluxing Helicopter Parts & GCAs at NAS Glenview) 
• TAD JUN-50 as crewmember HTL-1 Helicopter CGNO 122460 Aboard CGC Mackinaw 
• TAD FEB-51 Ferrying PBY-SAG CGNO 46628 from CGAS ECity to CGAS Traverse City 
• TAD JUL-51 Helicopter Division Bell Aircraft Buffalo (NY) 
• TAD APR-52 USCGC EASTWIND (WAGB-279) - approximately 5 months 

Berry was recommended for permanent appointment to Aviation Chief Machinist's Mate from (Acting) 
(Provisional) status on April 2nd, 1943 at Coast Guard Air Station Brooklyn, New York. His Commanding 

12 Forms 2500-C, Treasury Department, U.S. Coast Guard, (Revised July 1935) and subsequent (1949 used) 
13 Treasury Department, U.S. Coast Guard Form CG-2599 (Revised 5-50) REPORT OF CHANGE 1N 
PERSONNEL and earlier versions 
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Officer, LCDR C. F. Edge USCG, stated ''Berry is a leading man with strong character, and is capable of 
directing the work ofa force under him andplanning details for its best employment 114 

In April 1943, he received orders from Headquarters at the same time CDR Erickson received his orders 
to report to the Sikorsky plant to start maintenance and flight training. What is very interesting is that the 
Navy had no one assigned to the first maintenance class. Based on documented information it can be 
said Chief Berry was the ''first enlisted Helicopter Mechanic in Naval Aviation history." After completing 
his training at the Sikorsky factory, Berry reported to the newly established Helicopter training unit at 
Coast Guard Air Station Brooklyn and was placed in charge of training Helicopter Mechanics. 

On January 4th, 1945, Berry received a letter of commendation from the CDR Frank A. Erickson, USCG, 
Commanding Officer, Coast Guard Air Station Elizabeth City, North Carolina, for his actions as part of a 
Helicopter Detail assigned to take part in the Navy's Sixth War Loan Exhibition, held in Chicago, Illinois, 
from November 15th, 1944 to December 3rd, 1944. The crew was commended for "the highly efficient 
and exemplary manner in which the helicopter operations were conducted .. a total of twenty personnel 
pick-ups were made by the HNS-1 helicopter Bureau No. 39040 from a surveyed SBD floating in the 
Chicago Canal. It was never necessary to cancel a scheduled demonstration because of weather. On 
one occasion the SBD rolled over, spilling a man into the water. The pilot of the 39040 saw the plane 
capsize, proceeded immediately to the scene and picked the man out of the canal, and landed him on the 
pier where he was given first aid treatment. These operations contributed greatly to the success of the 
exhibition and demonstrated the practicability ofmaking long operations flights with helicopters. 115 

Helicopter Detail Conducting Rescue Demonstration at Navy 

Sixth War Loan Exhibition, Chicago, Illinois - November 1944 


14 CO, CGAS Brooklyn letter to Commandant via District Coast Guard Officer, Third Naval District, dated April 
2"d, 1943 
15 CO, Coast Guard Air Station Brooklyn letter CG-71 dated January 41

h, 1944 
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ADC Oliver F. Berry, USCG (circa 1946) 

On October 9th, 1947, ADC Berry received a letter of commendation from the Commandant, which stated, 
"You served for the period 20-22 September, 1946 as a ground crew member of an HNS helicopter 
engaged in the rescue of eighteen survivors of the Belgian Sabena DC-4 airliner which crashed twenty
four miles southwest of Gander Airport, Newfoundland on 18 September, 1946. With your energetic 
assistance and technical skill the helicopter was quickly and carefully disassembled for transportation and 
assembled for the rescue nights, thereby greatly expediting the evacuation offive injured survivors. I 
wish at this time to commend you most highly for the outstanding manner in which you performed your 
duties. By your meritorious service in this assignment, you brought great credit to the United States 
Coast Guard."16 

Scene of Crash - Sabena Airlines DC-4 

20 miles South of Gander Newfoundland, Canada 


September 18th, 1946 


16 Commandant letter CG-73 dated October 9°1
, 1947 
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Sikorsky HOS Helicopter Arriving at Survivor Pick-up Site 

Sikorsky HNS Helicopter Receiving Survivors at Pick-up Site 

On May29th, 1947, Berry also received a communication from Prince Charles, Royal Regent of Belgium, 
who stated, "Here, by the token of your benevolence, in recognition of the untold courage of Ol iver F. 
Berry of the American Coast Guard, at the time of the air disaster in Gander, Newfoundland on 
September 18, 1946, upon the proposal of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, we have decided and decree 
that the Silver Medal of the Order of Leopold II is awarded to Oliver F. Berry."17 

Orders to Berry in late 1951 contained the statement, "in view ofhis special qualifications and experience 
in helicopters, transfer subject man to report on or before 10 January 1952 to the Commander, 3rd CG 

17 Belgian Ministry of foreign Affairs and Exterior Commerce letter Direction 0 - No 8703, Annex 3, Brussels, 
dated May 61

\ 1947 

An IRS approved section 501 (c)(3) 11011-projit orga11h11tion 



U.S. Coast Guard Aviation Association 
"The .4.11cie11t Order t~fthe Pterodactyl" 

P.O. Box 222905, Chantilly, VA 20153-2905 

District for assignment to duty."18 On March 4th, 1952, ADC Berry addressed a request to Commandant 
(PE) via Commanding Officer, USCG Air Detachment Brooklyn and Commander, 3rd Coast Guard District 
to be assigned temporary duty aboard USCGC EAS1WIND during the contemplated Arctic expedition. He 
asserted, "I am experienced in both Sikorsky and Bell helicopters." 

ADC Berry retired on June 15
\ 1955 with an additional 10% pay for good conduct authorized. His Coast 

Guard service spanned 23 years, 8 months, and 22 days. His Army service spanned 28 days for 
retirement and 2 years, 5 months and 13 days for pay purposes. 19 Official Coast Guard Records list his 
date of death as 13 September 1991, with cause of death as pneumonia. · 

In the opinion of the Executive Board of the Coast Guard Aviation Association, Chief Aviation Machinist's 
Mate Oliver F. Berry, USCG was a renaissance man. He was an aviation pioneer, gaining experience in 
cutting-edge aircraft, and showing a keen sense of adventure and innovation. With his name 
embellishing the Coast Guard Aviation maintenance Award, ADC Berry will be in good company, as 
the other annual Coast Guard aviation excellence awards are named as indicated: 

• 	Fixed Wing Rescue Award - CDR Elmer F. Stone, USCG (CDR Stone was Coast Guard Aviator #1; 
received the Navy Cross and Congressional Gold Medal for being the Pilot of the Navy's NC-4 1st 
Transatlantic Flight)20 

• 	Helicopter Rescue Award - Captain Frank A. Erickson, USCG (CAPT Erickson was Coast Guard 
Helicopter Pilot #1 and Coast Guard Aviator #32; Military Member of the British Empire)21 

• 	Flight Safety Award - Captain Marion A. "Gus" Shrode, USCG (CAPT Shrode was the first Coast 
Guard Chief of Flight Safety and was responsible for an era of vastly improved standardization and 
improved safety) 

Very respectfully submitted, 

President, Coast Guard Aviation Association 
May 10, 2007 

18 Commandant letter with Authorization Number 515379, dated December 4th, 1951 
19 Treasury Department, U.S. Coast Guard Form CGHQ-3433 (Rev. 11-53) "STATEMENT OF SERVICE
RETIRED PERSONNEL" dated June 1, 1955 
20 

Stone and Erickson have been inducted into the Coast Guard Aviation Association Hall of Fame and the U.S. 
Naval Aviation Hall of Honor 
21 Ibid 
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