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% eso To destroy Nazl tyranny and establish

a peaco which will afford to all nations the
means of dwelling iam safety within their owm
boundaries, and which will afford insurance
that oll the men in all the lands may live out
their lives in freedom from fear and want,®

Purpose of World War II, as ex-
pressed in the Atlantic Charter,

% eee Nine months after the first landings in
North Africa, the Allied Force had not merely
cleared its shore of eneny force, tut had
wrented from him the Sicilian dridge to use
as our omn in an advance on to the Italian
mainlend, ®

/e/ General Eigenhower
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SICILY - ITALY

PART 1

THE STRATEGIO CONGEPT

As descrided in General Marshall's Report
to the Secretary of War, in 1945

CASAELANCA In January 1943, Preasident Roosevelt and Prime
MEETIRG IR Minister Churohill, with the Combined Chiefs of
JANUARY 1943 Staff, met at Casablanca, "It was then apparent,®

General Marshall's Report to the Secretary of War

: stated, "that our North African operation was to be
successful, oven beyond original calculations, Tunisia was a lure into
which the German command continued to pour great quantities of men and
materiel, commitments that were certain to be dlsastrous for the enemy
once the winter rains ceased and the low clouds over the Sicilian Strait
cleared, in the face of overwhelming Allied superiority en the sea and
in the air, At the conclusion of the North African campalgn, eneay
¥killed and captured numbered 349,206 Italian and German troops, and
there had been captured or destroyed on land alone nearly 200,000 tons
of eneny materiel,®

DECISION MAIE *The problem before the Chiefs of Staff at Casa-
TO ASSAULT dlanca was the next movement to be zmade following
SI0ILY~ the completion of the Tunisian campaign,® the

GPEBATION EUSKY Report continued, "I¢ s$ill would have been pre-

- ferable to close immediately with the German
eneay in Western Burope or even in Southera France

had that been possidble of achievement with the resources then avallabdle
to General Eigenhower, It was not, Axis control of the Mediterranean
islands and the entire reach of the southern coast of BEurope from Franco's
Spain to Turkey denied our cammunications also across the Mediterranean
and forced our shipping into a 12,000-aile detour around the Cape of Good
Hope, The United-States was still involved in the process of a vast
mobilization, The Chiefs of Staff thorefore considersd whother we had
the strength to move directly to Italy or what might be the best inter-
mediary steps, It was decided to assault Sicily (operation HUSKY) and,
with the approval of the Heads of State, General Eisenhower was advised
on 23 Januvary: ‘The Combined Chiefs of Staff have resolved that an attack
against Sicily will be launched in 1943 with the target date as the period
of the favorable July moon,'"

TRIDENT CONFERENCE However, before the assault of Sicily was actually
S undertaken, the President, the Prime Minister, and
IILTED CONTROL IN  the Combined Chiefs of Staff met again in Washington,
MEDTTERRANEANY  in May 1943, this meetinz being designated the TRIDENT
conference, ®It was at this Conference,® General
Marshall®s Report stated, "that the Conbined Chiefs.
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of Staff decided to extend Allled influence in the Mediterransan to the
point where Italy would be forced to withdraw from the war,"

INVASION The invasiocn of Eurcpe began the night of July 9, 1943,
B Following a crescendo of bombing attacks which knocked
BROINS out several of the more important enemy airfields,

dostroyed substantial numbers of Axis aircraft either

on the ground or in the air, and dlsrupted local transe
port and communications, a force of American and Britieh airborne troops
descended on the southeast cormer of Sicily, In the early morning of Satur-
day, July 10, strong Allied forces, made up of American, British, and
Canadian troops, under the command of General Eisenhower, bDegan landing
operations in southern Sicily, Intensive air attacks by Allied air forces
preceded and accompanied the invasion, and supplied widespread fighter cover
for the landings, which tontinued throughout the day, .

BEGINNING Geographically speaking, the mountaincus, vineyarde

OF THE END - covered island of Sicily was not an integral part of
Hitler's "Festung Eurcpe,” btut strategically, ecoe
nomically, and politically it was, President Roosevelt,
in telling the news late on the evening of the 9th to a group at the White
House who were attending a dinner in honor of General Giraud, recalled that
Prime Minister Churchill had called the Allied invasion of North Africa the
preceding November "the end of the beginning," Said the President, 91

think you can almost say that this action tonight is the beginning of the
end,

RELIGIOUS Prosident Roogevelt addressed a communication to Pope

INSTITUTIONS Pius XII in which he said that during the struggles
T0 B SPARED ' ahead, “churches and religious institutions will, to

the extent that is within our power, be spared the
- devastations of war," He also stated that "through-
out the pericd of operations the neutral status of Vatican City, as well
as of the papal domains throughout Italy, will be respected,"

FPIRST STEP On the day of the invasion, a message from General

IN LIBERATION . Eigenhower to the French people in France was broad-

cast in which be warned the French people to keep

calm, not to be deceived by false rumors and not to
oxpose themselves to reprisals through premature action, Calling ths ine
vasion of Sicily "the first step in the liberation of the Buropean con-
tinent," he promised that "when the hour of action strikes, we will let
you know,* . Q . ' .

SICILY The invasion of Sicily was a very big affair, The
] British larded on the east side, the Americans on
& BIG AFFAIR . the west side, The American area was divided into

three sections, In the center portion, the SAMUEL

CHASE and the JOSEPH T, DICEMAN, both Coast Guard
manned, had a consideradle role in the landings; The LEONARD WOOD, Coast
Guard manned, was in the southern section, having come directly from the

' -3= 1707



VICE ADNIRAL R. R.. WAESCKE, COLNMANDANT OF THE U, S. CCAST GUARD
PINS THE LzGION OF FERIT ON CAPTAIN CHARLES W. HARWOOD



States with the 45th Amy Division, In the northern section were many
LCI's, making their first appearance, They had been organized in the
States and formed a large part of the northern force, On those vessels
were very able crews, In addition, there were a few LST's, Coast Guard
manned,

"RENT OFF The invasion of Sicily was looked upon with consid-
TIKE GLOCK erable dread, YEverybody was pretty scared,” Captain
YoRK® Charles W, Harwcod, USCG, Commanding Officer of the

DICKMAN, later related, "We thought--I mean the
higher anthority--that we might take a shellacking,

As a result, everything was planned in detail, We had full dress rehearsals,
Wo had experienced ships and experienced men, The thing went off like
clockwork, We ran into socme opposition, but there were no submarines in-
volved at this time, Sometimes our own planes and sometimes the enemy were
overhead, I regretted that they never seemed to tangle when they were in
our vicinity, They did strafe the beaches and they dropped bombs occasion-
ally, They had been flying around and badn't really hurt us any, and one
afternoon I was dissertating to the rest of the officers on how foolish
this high altitude bombing was - they couldn't hit we, In the middle of
that I heard one of the yeomen say, 'They are dropping leaflets on us!'

The leaflets turned cut to make a lot of noise, They knocked a lot of
holes in us and wounded a few men, It was only a close miss, tut close
enough t0 make the boys realige they had been around,®

A DISTINGUISHED In Sicily, as in North Africa, Commander (later Captain)
TOAST GUARD Harwood was one of the most able leaders, distinguishe
ing himeelf for sound judgment in planning, thorough
indoctrination of his forces, and by his cool and skill-
. ful leadership under fire, In addition to his duty as
Commanding Officer of the Transport, JOSEPH T, DICKMAN, he commanded the
Naval Task Group which landed assault battalions directly on the beaches
fronting Gela, Sicily, How he ceme through unscathed while close beside

hin men were wounded and kllled, is a saga of dauntless courage, confidence
and faith, As if covered by a shield and btuckler, he seemed oblivious of
the terror by night and the arrow that flew by day, A thousand fell at

hig side, but it did not come near him, One of his men reported, "Captain
Harwood is awfully cool under fire, "

ERAVERY Discussing bravery in battle, some time later, the
REWARDED Captain told of an enlisted man who decame excited
and 1lifted his hands high above his head, as if to
protect himself, as a shell whizzed by, The fear-
less officer stood absolutely still, and he remained unhurt, the shell
passing harmlessly by above his head, On the other hand, the man who .
raised his hands was struck! Feeling some blood on his neck, he thought
he was mrt there, but later discovered the blood ceme from a wound in
his hand, Captain Harwood, & kindly, understanding person, observed
that of course the man had raised his hands in a sort of reflex act to
ward off danger, and then added with a smile that if that man had kept
big hande down the shell would have passed harmlessly by above him,

\
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CAPTAIN HARWOOD'S Captain Harmood was awarded the Legion of Merit for

CITATION outstanding service while cormanding this Naval Task
Group during the assault on Sicily. ¥he award was
made by Vice Admiral He K. Hewitt, Commander of the

U. S. Naval Forces in Northwest African Waters, in the name of the President

of the United States, and was presented by Admiral Waesche. The citation

awarding the legion of Merit to Captain Harwood reads: "For exceptionally

meritorious performance of outstanding service as Commander of a Naval

Task Group.during the amphibious assault on the Island of Sicily. In

addition to his duty as commanding officer of a Ui, S. transport, Captain

Harwood cormanded the Naval Task Group which landed assault battalions

directly on the beaches fronting Gela, Sicily. By his sound judgment

in planning, thorough indoctrination of his forces, and by his cool and

skillful leadership uhder fire the assault battalions were expeditiously

- landed and supported, thereby greatly contributing to the success of the

invasion. The able leadership and outstanding professional skill dis-

played by Captain Harwood reflected great credit upon himself and the

Naval Service."

JCINT ‘ D-day was fixed for July 10, 1943. H-hour was set
PLANS at 0245. In broad terms, the attack against Sicily

was to be made by two attack forces--the American,
the Western Task Force; and the British, the Eastern
Task Force. The plan was to sever Sicily from its mainland connection
and ‘force it to fall of its own weight. Vice Admiral Henry K. Hewitt,
USN, was in cormand of the naval strength of the Western Task Force.
Lieutenant General George S. Patton, Jr., was in command of the Western
Task Force Army Troops. Over=-all neval command was under Admiral
Cunningham of the Royal Navy,

PLAN OF OPERATION

The Western Naval Task Force, under Vice Admiral Hewitt was divided
into three main attack forces - Joss, Dime, and Cent., dJoss Attack Force,
under the Commander Landing Craft and Bases, Northwest ..frican Waters,
Rear Admiral Richard L. Connolly, USN, had as its first objective the
port and airfield at Licata. Aboard its flagship was Major General
Lucien Truscott, Commander of the 3rd Division. Operating as part of
the Joss Force was LCI(L) FLOTILLA FOUR, in cammand of Commander Miles

H. Imlay, USCG. Its landing position would be on the left flank of
the beach area, '

Dime Attack Force, under the Commander Amphibious Force, Northwest
African Waters, Rear Admiral John L. Hall, Jr., USN, had as its initial
objective the capture of Gela and the airfield at Ponte Olivo. Aboard
the Dime flagship was Major General Terry Allen, commanding the 1st
Division. Two Coast Guard manned transports formed part of Dime Attack
Forces +the USS SAMUEL CHASE, flagship, (Commander Roger C. Heimer, USCG),
and the JOSEPH T. DICKMAN, (Commander Charles W. Harwood, USCG)e This
group would strike at the center of the beach area. '
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REAR ADMIRAL MERLIN O'NEILL, ASSISTANT COMMANDANT OF THE COAST GUARD
PICTURED ON BOARD THE ASSAULT TRANSPORT, LEONARD WOOD, WHICH HE
COMMANDED (IN THE RANK OF CAPTAIN) DURING OPERATIONS AGAINST
NORTH AFRICA, SICILY, AND IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC
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Cent Attack Force, under the Commander Sixth Amphibious Force,
Rear Admiral Alan G, Kirk, USN, had as its objective the capture of
Scoglitti, and the airfields of Corniso and Biscarl, Cent Force
would land the 45th Division troops under the command of Major
General Troy H. Kiddleten, In Cent Attack Force was the Coast Guard
manned transport LEONARD W0OD, (Commander Merlin O'Neill, USCG).
This group would sirike on the right flank,

In addition, there were minesweeping and minelaying groups,
destroyer divisions and squadroms, light cruisers and destroyers
for shore bombardment prior to troop landings, PT squadrons s 8Smaller
auxiliary patrol craft and landing craft, all of whose duties were
to be part of the HUSKY Naval Operation Plan, which involved roughly:
2,500 vessels; 4,000 aircraft; and 250,000 troops.l

The operation at Scoglitti was to he ship-to-shore, that is,
troops would land from transports in small craft; that at Licata
was to be shore-to-shore, that is, troops would come all the way
in larger landing craft; and that at Gela was to be mixed, In all
three areas, the initial assault troo)s were landed in 1Cvpls,
wh:ther they had been brought to the area in transports or in the

tw:ger types of landing creft, ;
Eisenhower's first orders posted to the Force were as follows.

"We are about to engage in the second phase of the Operations
~hich began with the invasion of North Africa,

"We have defeated the enemy's forces on the south shore of
the Liediterranean and captured his Army intact,

"The French in North Africa, from whom the yoke of Axis
domination has been lifted, are now our loyal Allies,

"However, this is not enough., Our untiring pressure on
the enemy must be maintained, and we are about to pursue the invasion
and occupation of enemy territory.

"The successful conclusion of these operations will not only
strike closer to the heart of the Axis, but also will remove the lest
threat to the free sea lanes of the Kediterranean,

"Remember that this time it is indeed enemy territory which
we are attacking, and as such we rust expect extremely difficult

fighting,
—9-
1, See Appendix B for complete list of Coast Guard and Coast Guard

manned vessels in this operation. ’
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"But we have learned to work smoothly alongside one another
as a team, and many of you who will be in the first ranks of this
force knov full well the meaning of air and naval superiority.

"The task is difficult but your skill, courage, and de-
votion to duty will be successful in driving our enemies closer to
disaster and leading us towards victory and the liberation of Europe
and Asis," )

DWIGHT D, EISENHOWER
General, U, S, Army

Commander-in-Chief
LANDINGS The American forces landed between cast of Licata
SUCCESSFUL and east of Gela, the Canadians around Pachino, and

the British units south of Syracuse, The initial

landings of the main assault force om July 10, made
before dawn at points along the southeastern and southern coast, ex-
tended one hundred miles from south of Syracuse to east of Porto
Empedocle. In spite of heavy swells and unfavorable weather conditions,
the landings proceeded according to plan and by 0600 enemy resistance
had been neutralized by the heavy firing of our covering navel force,
and the success of all the landings was assured, DBy 0730, our troops
were aldwincing inland and artillery was being put ashore., Enemy air
opposition to the landings was notably light,

ENEMY Long-anticipated as the attack had been both by us
SURPRISED and by the enemy, its actual materialization seemed

‘ to have surprised the foe, Most of the enemy forces
were concentrated in the western and northern parts
of the island, and, for the first few days at least, the enemy was
unable to move his forces in any great strength to block our advances
from the southeast, As the week ended, our troops seemed to be se-
curely established on the Sicilian shore from Licata on the south to
Augusta on the east, a distance of about one hundred fifty miles,
Several alrfields were already in our hands, while our cormand of
the area enabled us to maintain a constant flow of reinforcements
from Tunisia and Libya.

HEAVIEST Apparently the heaviest resistance was met in the
RESISTANCE Gela area, where some German units supported by tanks
- IN AREA and a considerable force of Italian infaniry were

beaten back by American troops. Opposing the landings

was an estimated Axis force of from 200,000 to 300,000
men under nominal command of Italian General Alfredo Guzzoni but actually
controlled by German General Hans Hube, The first Axis counter-attack
came on July 11, when the 4th Italian Division, supported by a hundred
German tanks, struck the American beachheed at Gela., The at'tack pene-
trated to within a half a mile of the beach at one point btut was finally

_11- 1707
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driven off by artillery and neval gunfire, After this attack, Axis
resistence in the southern area diminished rapidly. Coastal fighing

" was said to heve revealed poor ememy fighting qualities and to have
indicated that Italian morale was extremely low, The civilian in-
habitents were in the main friendly and cooperative towards our forces..

RITI As the Attack Forces of the Western Task Force
SUBLARINES separated for their rendezvous stations, three
GUIDE CONVOY British submarines that had reached their positionms

much earlier, waiting quietly in the enemy waters

for this moment, surfaced and guided .the silent
transports into their anchorage. It was pest midnight, July 10, D-Day.
The ships were close to shore, close enough for the men to see the fires
burning from the bombs that hsd been dropping a2ll day long., On every
ship, battle stations were manned. Troops and boat crews were ready.

BOMBARDMENT By 0030, most of the Western Task Force vessels
BEGINS were anchored in their assigned positions, " The

shore bomtardment groups of cruisers and destroyers

were ready. The anti-submarine screens of destroyers
and patrol craft were gweeping like silent sentries to the seaward and
on the flanks, :

LAUNCHING Getting the small craft overside was risky, tricky

ANPHIBETOUS work, Tackle parted, boats were stove in, On the
CRAFT FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE, for example, a 25-ton LCh

broke loose as it was being hoisted outboard, and

began to swing like a pendulum with the roll of the
ship, banging up against the ship, now up by the bridge, now by the
fantail, And every time she struck the ship's side something gave,
with a booming crash that could be heard through the entire transport
area, Liiltle rocket boats were smashed and sank as soon as they
hit the water., It was a nasty, dangerous business to be carried on
in pitch darkness, under the guns of a waiting eneny. '

CASUALTIES " But the job was done, with surprisingly few
LIGHT casuelties, The small boats formed their circles,

care alongside; the soldiers clambered down the

cargo nets into the heaving, btobling craft. And
at 0215 - right on time - the boats of the Dime and Joss forces
headed for the beaches of Sicily. There was an hour's delay in the
Cent Area, caused by the weather, then the boats of thet force, too,
raced in for the assault,

LANDINGS AT GELA
The following eye-witness account by Captain Harwood gives an

all-over picture of whet operation HUSKY looked like as the assault
got underway.

- =13 1707



© NYRIOIQ *J HJESOf INOJSNVYI LVEW0D GENNVA q¥7aD ISV0D °S °n

S

1707



CAPTAIN H&RAOOD'S ACCOUNTL

The JOStPH T. DICKMAN, APA No. 13, was manned for the
greater part by men and officers from the Coast Guard; with
somne Navy boeats' crews, other ratings, and Navy Officers.

The ship was comrdssioned June 10, 1941 and went ianedlately
to Onslow Bey to train and conduct exercises with units of

the First Division (Army). Some of these same troops came
back aboerd & liitle over two years later in the i editerranea.n
and made the landings at Gela, Sicily, with us,

The DICKAN hed been ordered to the Pacific but received
orders, after maldng a convoy trin to Brisbane, Austrelia, to
report te the Atlentic Amphibious Force. ‘ie were then assigned
to the lLediterrenean Area and enroute took a consignwent of
colored troops, about twenty-five hundred of them, from Horfolk
to Oran, T%e were part of am Attack Transport Division under
Captain Edgar, USN,

Upon arrival at Oran the Division reported to Admiral Hall,
to become part of the Amphibious Force of the Northwest African
Viaters. For aboul a month, there, we trained units of the First
Division and, in company with the other ships, held a full dress
rehearsal at Andaluses Bay, Here actual conditions were similated
as nearly as possible., However, a chenge in plans was made and
the DICKIAN was assigned as a task group leader to land a special
force consisting of Rangers, combat engineers, and & chemical war
service battalion which was to provide artillery support. This
unit was equivped witi 4.2 mortars., A unit of the RAF, which was
complete with trucks, borbs, lubricating oil, gasoline, and mats
for the field was alsc aitached, Ve moved up to Algiers for the
final s'baging .

The landings at Sicily were to be made by three task forces
of American units, The one to the northward near Licata, was to
be composed of small craft carrying an Army division which was
mounted at Bizerte, The centrel force, which was called the "Dime"
force wes to land at Gela, and ¢n the beaches below Gela, A third
unit, the "Cent! made up of tramsports under Admiral Kirk, was to
come directly from the Stetes ané land new troops about twelve
miles below Gela,

The task group to which the DICKI’AN was assigned was made
up, in acdition to the DICKEAN, of two British tramsports, the
FPRINCE CHARLES and the PRINCE LEOPOLD, some LCI's and IST, one
PC boat assigned as the boat group control, and two SC's assign-
ed for secondary control and close fire support. During the
rehearsal at Andaluses, the two British boats were not present,
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but apveared after we arrived at Algiers., There was time
available at Algiers to hold joint exercises, and these were
held both in the day time and the night., The principal de-
sire wvas to indoctrinate the boat crews and the wave commanders,
and to see that the technique of both services and all phases
of the plans were understood, by every man in the unit, We
loaded troops in Algiers and seiled about four deys before the
assumed dete for landing. The Southern Task Force, which had
rendezvoused at Oran, fell in behind us, the second day out.

" The ships seiled dorm through the Tunisian war channel end
headed to the eastward, then turned up and took a departure
off lLialta, The column of LST's and ICI's, which had stayed
et Bizerte and Tunis, joined us that afternoon, that is on
D-1 day. :

Very heavy weather was encountered. This did not particu-
larly affect the larger ships but 1ade very rough going for the
ICI's and the patrol craft, They were able to pull through,
however, and were in their assigned positions when we arrived
of? the beaches, A British submarine, the SHAKESPEARE, had
been assigned to reconnoiter the aree prior to our errival
and take a definite position off the apprcach., During the
last few hours the sea moderated considerably and the visi-
bility became excellent. We were able to pick up the signals
from the SHAKESPEARE from some distance off and made the
approech on her without any difficulty, The ships were in
colurn at this time with the cruiser SAVANNAH acting as
tactical command and leading the column., The DICKIAN wes
next in line, followed by the units of her task group, We
had been warned that the planes carrying airtorne troops would
probably pass over us as we approached, The landings were
scheduled to occur shortly after the moon had set., This was
arranged so the paratroops could have some light to effect
their lendings and then the shipborne units could land at
the darkest period, Shortly after we rounded the turn where
the submarine beacon was located, the returning planes passed
over us, flying about masthead height., In fact they looked
so close that I thought they would carry away our barrege
balloon., We could see the firing on the island, particularly
tracers firing at the planes and some lights, Bonfires were
burning. These were visible eight or ten miles distant,
After we rounded the submarine, whose position we were able
to check and determine as fairly close, a run was made at
a definite speed ané course and we stopped at what was very
nearly the exact position we had determined on for lowering
our boets, .

This was & very critical phase of the operation, from
.the transport view-point, because of the difficulty the
small boats have in running into the béach, which was un-
marked at the time they started., The distance of around
six miles, with unreliable compasses, could cause the boats
to get off as much as e mile or two, During the final
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approach, activities ashore subsided somewhat, as though they
bad thouglt the show was over for the evening, When we ar-
rived in that area we stooped and geve some predetermined
signals to the ships astern of us so that the entire force
would be in its prescribed positions, A boet was lowered
irmediately for the use of the beach-marking crew., They
went inmediately in toward the beaches that had been assigned
to the force. These beaches lay one on each side of a mole
which extended out from Gela ‘about a thousend feet, It hed
been hoved to seize this mole and use it for unloading of
vessels, varticularly the ILST's, Ve had considerable time
in which to lower our troops and I had intended io wait
awhile after we got there in order to prevent the troops

from having too long a lay in the boat, pending the run

into the beach, However, there was still some activity
ashore and a searchlight from the beach began to swing eround..
It was a rather peculiar thing about the light that each time
it swung over us it was lifted, It looked almost as though
it was intentional and a rumor (that some of our casualtiea
came back with) was that the Itelians thought thet their own
ships had come in to protect them, They said that they ex-
pected the landing and thought that their own Navy had come
down to thwart it., Seeing these lights, and knowing the
position of the Italian batteries, it seemed that they might
start to work on us at any moment so we put our troops in the
water and had them ready to go.

The DICK:AN could land a complete unit, that is lower
them and have them ready to start into the beach, in about
twenty minutes. In this case about an hour end a half wes
available, but it was necessary to get them clear so that
i1f shells sitarted landing the casualties would be very nuch
lighter, and we would be sure of having at least the ma.jor
part of the men ready to go and carry out their mission. It
wes also desirable to let the boat-control vessels arrive in
position so thkat the landing boats cculd form and go on with
them. The petrol craft had had some difficulty, due to the
heavy weather, and were somewhat. late in arriving, So it
was necessary io start the boats in on their owm. But
fortunately, the natrol craft arrived just after they had
started and were able to catch up with them, We sent the
boats in, kept track of them in our radar screens, and were
able to assist them in arriving at the right place on the
beach. The scout boat had found the beach and properly
marked it. His lights were visible some distance, so the
boats were all able to find the correct beach and the correct
part of it. '

The boats went in in waves, Ve had two battaiions of
Rangers, one was divided betveen the boats of the two British
transports, and one in the boets of the DICKI'AN, These boats
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formed a line abreast and landed simultaneously on the beach.
One battalion on one side of the mole and one on the other,
They were followed at an interval of twenty-five minutes by a
battalion of combat engineers, these being used as shock
troops on this occasion., They were then followed by the LCI's
carrying the chemdcal warfare unit with their mortars and im-
mediate ammnition. Behind them we sent in some Army "DUKWSY
loaded with ampunition for the immediate support of the troops.
The boets ran into some fire on the way im but the troops were
able to get off successfully with the exception of one Army
Lieutenant who was killed by machine gun fire from shore be-
fore he could land., The heaviest fire was received by the
boats just after they retracted. Fortunately, however, the
crews escaped with the loss of only one man killed and five
wounded. Dliost of the wounded were able to return to their
boats after receiving first-aid aboard the ship,

The loading of equipment continued after the first troops
went off. Boats were assigned from the OBERON, which is an
AKA, and some were also available from the LST, which did not
require them for her own immediate use, These were loaded
with ammunition and stood by awaiting word from the beach as
to the propver place to land, and that the beachhead was se-
cured,

The troops were an unusually able unit, Most of them
had been seasoned in the actions at Tunis and in the landings
at Oran and were composed largely of specially selected men
from the Army. The Commending Officer of the troops was
Colonel Darby of the Rangers, who went in with ocur boat group
commander, He checked the position of his troops on the
beach and then landed himself, The troops then immediately
went in and around the town, caught the Italian Staff still
in their beds, and captured 600 priscmers before deylight,
They had so firmly secured the tomn that the Colonel was
able to come back to the ship for a visit at noon time,

There were mumerous casualties on the beaches duve to
the fact that it was heavily mined, Vehicles mines were
planted very thickly and there were many personnel mines,
Most of the casualties to the troops were caused by the
personnel mines, A few were hit by machine guns and there
were some small calibre high exploeives s possibly 40 mm,

type.
Lt, Tyler:

Captain Harwood, how accurate was the advance information
given you?
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Captain Harwood: 7 .

* The information was quite complete and very accurate,
There was some doubt, however, from the Intelligence as to
Just how closely the beaches at Gela were controlled by
eneny artillery fire, and as to just where the troops were
located there, Ve had fairly definite information of the
location of their batteries, and we knew that the beach
patrol was assigned for every seventy-five yards of the
beach, This information came down through a series of
plans, The major plan was made, staging all the units,
by Admiral Cunningham, who headed the Naval Forces in the
llediterranean, A further plan made out by Admiral Hewitt,
who was head of the United States Naval Forces, Northwest
African Waters, This was the plan which gave us our im-
mediate instructions, Detailed plans for the task force
vere made out by Admiral Hall and his staff, and a further
plan was made out by the task group itself, which in this
case was the DICKMAN,

Lt, Tyler:

How well did the small boats operate? I presume you
used Higgins boats to get your men ashore, You mentioned
Army "DUVWKS," I wonder how efficient they were. You also
mentioned patrol craft.,

Captain Harwood:

These small boats worked unusually well on this occasion.
We carried thirty-seven on the DICKNMAN, and used about 25
others from the other units in the force, These boats were
of the latest types, equipped with diesel engines and had
some armor-plating on the side, The crews were well trained.
Of those from the DICKEAN, about half had participated in
the landings at Fedela, French Morocco, and the other half
had been received to replace some crews that wa had left in
New Caledonia, . These new men had not had actuval landing °
against opposition but had had considerable training, at
their school in the Pacific coast, We were also fortunate
in having a number of reserve crews,

The beach on which they had to land was quite uneven
and it was rather difficult. from their smallboat viewpoint,
They got in successfully, however, On the initial landing
two boats were lost, One hed landed its troops and had
retrasted, was just about to turn when a shell landed along-
side the stern and swung the boat around, causing it to
broach and swamp on the beach, The other boat was a little
more unfortunate. Upon approaching the beach the emgineer
had a little too much zeal and left the lock on the ramp
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unguarded so that he could man his machine gun, The men
had been informed, and it was the general impression that
everybody had, that the landing would be very difficult.
It was expected that the enemy would give us a warm welcome
and our men were to force their way in regardless of the
opposition met, This boat, which was in the first wave,
would bave been gble to use its machine guns effectively
in case there were local machine-gun nests close to the
beach, The ramp was held by the brake and when it was
unguarded. Unfortunately, one of the troops brushed
against it and released the ramp which caused the boat to-
flood and sink, There were no casualties, but the troops,
of course, were wet and this particular unit of about 35
men were disorganized for some fifteen or iwenty minutes -
after they landed, The others got back sefely.

The Army "ducks" were carried on an IST, These were
able to launch themselves right over the ramp from the IST
and were guided in by boats of the LCVP type assigned for
that purpose, A distance of six rmiles was a rather long
run for them as they had no navigational equipment., It
was necessary to herd them in very much as you would any
barges. or other units that have no navigational facilities,
The "ducks" landed and were extremely useful on the beach,
It had been intended to heve them come out and load equip-
rment directly from the ships, Their special function was
to approach the beach, continue right up, and teke the
equipment that they were carrying directly to the place
where it was needed, This saved a great amount of labor in
handling at the beach, Actusl unloading from the ship,
however, was not accomplished, zs the ducks were kept
continuously in use at the beach unloading the small craft,
the LCI's, and other units that arrived.

-

Lt, Tyler:

Captain Harwood, how much activity was there from
German planes?

Captain Harwcod:

There was not any ectivity from the German planes
during the initial assault, but they came over the next
day and, cf covrse, some came over that same day. 'There
was a gonstant succession of our own planes and- enemy
planes and it seemed for a while as though they never got
there together, Ve were not bothered on our own ship
during the day of the 10th and our landing proceeded with
considerable dispatch. The men needed very little in-
centive to unload because a ship hit by a bomb when it is
loaded with ammunition and gemoline, as we were, has very
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little chance of surviving,  The weather wes fairly good
and we got off about 90% of our material before dark of
the 10th, This was quite fortunate a8 on the 11th German
bombers sStarted to work on us. They dropped bombs fair-
ly close to us in the morning of the 1lth, and some very
close to the BARNETT.,, which was three or four ships dom
in the column from us, Although they did not make a
~direct hit, they struck close enough to flood her hold .
. and her ammnition magazines, They hit one or two of the -
LST's, causing their complete loss, and strafed the

beaches and some of the boats at fairly frequent intervals, -

, In the afternoon, quite a large group of German
bombers, probably Junkers 88's, flew over and sprinkled
the DICKLAN, There were no direct hits, however, the -
closest being about 25 feet on our port bow, Fragments
from this caused a large number of holes in the ship's
side and in the superstructure. None of them were over .
four inches in diameter and all were above the water line
so that we were not in any great jeopardy. Small pieces
came up through the bridge, through the signal lockers, -
out sore of the rigging-wire on the boet davits,

The casualties occurred in rather widely separated
areas and were quite different in their effect., Ome
sighalman up in the signal bridge lifted his hands above
his head, 25 a sort of reflex reactlon to the explosion,
and a piece of fragmen: went between his two hands just
close enough to.take the skin off the palms of his hands,
He was hardly avarp that be had been hurt, scratched his
neck and when his hand came down he saw the blood on it
and he thought he hed been hit in the neck. Another
man vas 1lying in his burk and got a piece of fragment
through his shoulder. Another one was sitting in the
ship's head and a plece of fregment hit him, took a
plece of skdn out of his neck, Two soldiers were working
ammmition down in the hold and were more seriously
wounded by a plece of fragment that came through the
ship's side and hit them, . -~ . - - . © -

. One German fighter plane came over and gave us a
1ittle more pleasant experience, He-came down fast over
"the ships and received some fire tut it wasn't effective.
. For some reason or other the fellow turned around and
"Tepeated his run and we had the pleasure of ‘wgtehing him
*  “make a vertical dive with smoke coming out, He crashed -
.- close to the beach, - * b e

‘_j: . Tﬁefe i;ve;,s agreatdealéfdiffieul y:ln ‘:-'e'éoé,nizing :
‘- planes due to the fact our cwn units were flying over and
- when the Germans ‘cams: in it was.a
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- Were our -own or the enemy's. Smll craft part],y solvea il e
~this problem by firing at everything that came by. -During S
the night time we received some attention.from German -- R
dive bombers. They came in, dropped. their flares around, AR S
and you could hear noises of the bomb-drops .sometimes. ° LR e
of the planes, but the paa.nes themselves were d:lfﬁ.cult I
to see, ool e BEEER

O A . .’. ,~_ ‘s . P
- K \- .- S e -

There was a great deal of f:lre.' '.l‘he ehips all ].aid S o
down barreges and for some time the air was full of tracer - . 7
lines, This was ouite a hazard to the ships, largely due = S
to the danger of being bit by ammnition from other ships, -
Yie had one 20-mm shell ‘that came up and landed on the bridge
of the DICKiAN, Fortunately it slowed down or was a dud end
didn't explode.. Some of the other ships had similar aiffi- -
culty.- : L Y

-z :\
N

: We had omne u.nfortunate incident, While these night
bombers were around onme of them came down, probably to get- .
out of the barrage, and dropped down right between the ships,
I could see him plainly from the wing of the bridge, thought .
he was crashing, but he leveled off at the water, put on his 0
red tail light, which was not our recognition signal at the ' '
time, and managed to get away, The unfortunate part of it
was I was about the only one that saw him and before I could -
get any word to the guns <o work on him, why, he was away.

"The afterncon bormbers nanaged 't.o drop one bomb right
down through the hatch of a merchant vessel that had come
in that morning., This vessel loaded with ammmition and
gasoline, went in close to the beach, The Germans had
counteracked that morning and came very close to the beach,
the beach head, where our equipment was being landed. They
fired on this vessel, managed to hit it, and killed one of
the crew., The vessel, the ROBERT ROWAN, then got its.
anchor up and moved out and anchored very close to the DICK-
LiAN, probably two or three hundred yards away. When this
pattern of bombs landed around us, the ROVAN happened to be
there and caught one of them, She started to burn and I
could see the smoke coming out of her hold. The bridge
remained manned on the ROI‘IAN : '

I sent a s:lgnal asking him if he needed assisuance.
‘He replied that he ‘did, But there was little we could do
for him, We hed, some porteble fire pumps, which we 1oaded

- into boats and sent over, but they could not be used -

. effectively, About this time his ren started to leave, - . - .
He bad about a hundred troops on board for unloading detail,
plus his own crew, -Ve picked up ninety-two of them in boats
from the DICKIAN, and others were picked up by some of the
Army "ducks" that came out. from the beach, In addition, he
had one or two boats of his owvn and some few boete came over
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.other units,> It was rant.ihat he was going %o

- blow up, so we moved up wind eway from him about a thousand -
yards.' I had & close view of him as he blew up. It made @ -
grand spectacle.and, fortunately, thére was pot & single mam c o .
from the ship that was lost; they were able to get off before e T
the explosion occurred, The whole front end of the shipwas .~ .
demolished, But the stern-from the bridge aft-remained intact ...
even after the explosion dnd fire, ' One of the deéstroyexrs ' .~ - ...
‘fired into her below.the waterline to make her .settle, This - - .

was of little help, ‘however, becausé while the vessel settled - - ' -

on the ‘bottom, the oil and gasoline continued to burn and 4t . - . :..

- was 5till burning up to the time ‘that we deft, ' This wes . = ..

. Tather precarious during the night beceuse we had to anchor -~ . -
., elongside and it geve a silhouette for the planes from the v .. -
light of the burning ship. O0il and gasoline spread out on

the water which slso was burning,  ile -had. sone compensation,
however, in ihst'a good desl of smoke arose which gave us a -

little screen and I hed a little consolation thinking that . _
the planes coming over us would also have to pass over the R
Test of the force. We were on the left flank of the force - - - -
and in order to properly get us in the silhouette the planes

would have to pass over-the whole task force first, = -. . -

. Ve were not bothered by submarines while we were there.
A ninefield had been laid eround to €ive us. some protection -
end e hed cuite an effective destruyer screéen. The fire .
- support curme principally from the two cruisers, the SAVANNAH
and BOISE, Two destroyers were assigned for close fire
support and were relieved at one time or ancther., The A
British fire support vessel was there, ‘the ABERCROVBIE, I
think was the nere of it, She mounted one large, probably
@ l4-inch, gun, -All during the day these ships pessed up
and down giving fire support to the Army. The SAVANNAH was
particularly useful upon our end of the line, The German
counter atiack was very nearly successful., They came down’
the road with large taerks and the Army hardly had enocugh -
equiprent on hand to stop’ the:x. Reports back from the
beach indicated that the SAVANNAH had kmocked out fourteen
of these tanks and that was enough to decide the guestion
for the Germans, The rest of the tanks turned back, Ome
of the bad effects of this attack, this counter attack at
this area, was that it slowed down the wnloading operations
somewhat, . . . e T ol

Infornation on the beach indicated that the Army shore '
party had been called up to assist in the defense of the -.:-.
beach, We sent in a party from the ship and, inasmch as -

~ our.loading hed proceeded quite rapidly, we were able to - -

put quite & large unit ashore to assist in the unloading. .. 4 .., .
Due to the experience of the crew we were able to con= & '’ PR
tinue our unloading during the air attacks, About the only . R
. time lost was the period of ten or fifteen minutes after the - - o

- €lose misses when we had to shift anchorage and clear a boat - --
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-.consisted of bombs for the RAF "It took us until the afber-

- ,WAKEFIEID contimed down to Singapore.

e ., o num'ber of British ah:l.ps.

1oaded w'.'l.‘bh anmmitioa fm 310!!881&0, ‘.“Iater our un] J o .

was rather slow, It consisted mostly . of ammmnition, about.:; %
250 tons were carrded in one hold, and quite & bit-of this ™ -

noon of the 11th to complete unloading everything. -We were’ A
able to get all our troops off by early morning of the 10th, "
th=t is, the last of the Treserve units. L

-

The RAF unit was rather mfortunate, according to the
reports received back from.the beach, They had two officers -
and 178 men when they went ashore., The two officers went
up to assist a wounded man and, according to the story, the
man_had been wired up as a booby trap and the two officers -
were killed, This was quite a misfortune as they were
particularly assig;ned to aet up a fire control un:l.t at the
airfleld. . . wt

Lt, Tyler:

Ceptein Harwood, you mentioned that you had RAF men
aboard and also that you worked with some British ships
and also, I believe, that at one time you cerried British
troops. Can you say something about the general success
of operating with the British? .

Captain Harwood

During the past two years we had an mmsual amount
of contact with the British. late in the Fell of 1941,
the DICKMAN was assigned to transport British troops to
Suez, We picked the troops up in Halifax and took them
around the Cepe of Good Hope, stopping at Capetown. While
we were there, the war broke out or rather the attack by
the Japanese at Pearl Harbor occurred. The troops were
then diverted and we took them up to Bombay. These were
all Army men and were very easy to get along with. The
troops were well disciplined and hed very agreeable in-
terrelationships with the crew of the ship, .Tie put them
off at Bombay because.it was uncertain then whether they
would go up to Suez or go dovm to Singapore. It was de-.
cided to have us go domn to Capetorn end pick up some

strategic materiel, principally mica and graphite, 8o .. A' . ,

thet our troops were unloaded and picked up and cerri
the rest of the way by the British., They were landed a.t

' Singepore, according to the story, got there just a day
_or two before the surrender, , Other units of the task . :

force, principally the WEST POINT, KOUNT VERION,- end’

‘In the kediterranaan tbera was, of cou:rse, _a J.a.rgo
He received considerable fotet
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: aes:lstance and offers of assistance from them there, :
- and had units of British. destroyers tied up alongside
- of us, Ve were able to act very much as a mothership
to them, While they did not require very much--gmall
~ items such as moving pictures and ships stores--these -
facilities were very much appreciated by them, The

" RAF troops that we carried up were rather quiet, They
. were, of course, a small part of our total, but they
went ashore with alacrity, perhaps even earlier than
wag necessary in view of the difficulty they ran :lnto
'in seizing the a:l.rf:leld. _ :

A big parb of the resista.nce to the Italian convoys -
occurred in the vicinity of Gela., It appeared that the
Italians had been holding some maneuvers a few days be- -
fore and had withdrawn into the interior so as to be
‘ready to counter-attack the landing where ever it might
occur, It appeared that they picked out our spot for -
their counter-attack.

A1 the vessels of the task force completed their
unloading on the 12th, and we left the area early that
evening, The return to Algiers was without mishap.

The task force below us continued on down to Oram, but

we stopped at Algiers until the harbor at Oran was cleared
and then proceeded down there, Upon arrival there I
found that wy relief had arrived, having come over from
the States on the LEONARD WOOD, and had accorpanied them
for indoctrination purposes as part of that task force.
Ve effected the relief on the 28th of July, 1943 and I
returned to the States on the cruiser BIRMINGHAM, We

arrived -at Norfolk on the 8th of August, which terminated o

my connection with the amphibious forces,
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PHATSE FGR' TN Captain Harwood praised the perscnmel of the -
PERSONNEL -~ .JOSEPH T, DICEMAN for their splendid performance

OF DICKMAN - =~ during landing operations at Gela, Sicily, on
- . . - July 10, 11, and 12, during the initial invasion
' : of Sicily, "Again this vessel has accomplished
_successfully a difficult task assigned, and I wish to express my -
appreciation for the expeditious, efficlient, and effective work done
by the officers and crew prior to and during the recent invasion," he
said, "This type of operation, consisting of a surprise landing at -
night, in a strange and hostile shore, is the mos? difficult that a
. ‘ ship can be called upon to perform. Our trocps were the first assault
: groups to land on the beaches and much depended on their success in
taking assigned key objectives, All objectives were successfully
. taken and held, due, not only to the excellent work of our boat crews
s but to the efficient and capable functioning of all departments of
the ship, We all lmow that this was a job Well Done, Every officer
and man demonstrated his skill and endurance most satisfactorily."”

4
3

ALL ARE . - "The landing was so efficiently performed that it
COMMENDED ~ appeared to be almost routine and instead of a fow

individual performances almost 100 per cent of the
. - - - occmplement were commendable, As a Task Unit Com=

pander, I have been authorized to commend personnel of the unit and
I am having service records endorsed with these commendations. There 5
will be many more hazardous jobs for every ome before this war is ’ ;
over., We have a good ship, and to keep it so requires the unrelaxed ' 4
efforts .of every one. Your accomplishments and safety are dependent
upon your skill and discipline,” ~ ' . _

SR b

DICKHAN Describing operations aboard the DICKMAN, Lieutenant

EN ROUTE .. (jg) Fletcher W, Brown, USCG, later wrotes "Passing

Gibraltar gave me quite a thrill but it was dis-
: . ‘ appointing not to see that big Prudential Life sign
. painted all over it like the ‘ads show, Routine drills, practice, and
maneuvers kept us busy until we finally got started on the 'push,’
We didn't mow exmotly where we were going to land, but we had seen
and studied maps and pictures of the town emplacements, and surround-
ings before we got underway, At sea the news was disseminated that our
‘ _goal was Gela, Sicily-- to be attacked early Saturday morning, 10 July.
- ' Excitement and anxiety were at a high pitch which_mounted each day of .
) the five that we were cruising around waiting for the correct moment,
Friday noon we finally set our course to bring us .'on target.'®

e AR SUPPRT  About midnight, July 9-10, the DICKHAN took over
’ . FLIES ILOW-- - . formation guide and started to lead the other q,
R ¢ . - tryansports and smaller landing craft to the de- '
i STARTED - ‘barkation aréa. Coincident with this, Allied

.- bombers from Africa and Malta were paving the way

.. -0 "+ with their aerlal barrage, Hearing them go over - ' - ‘
.  was quite a thrill, as wave after wave flashed by, quite low, They

" gtarted large fires whigh at first looked like tiny dots in the
distance, but as the DIC and the 6ther vessels neared shore the
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conflagrations 1it up the coast like day, “Getting our 'Fix' wag ¢ ... -, ..
thus simplified,” said It. Brown.- "Several times star shells were - .-
thromn up--trying to light us up--for we were expected--but they - -~ - = ;' ..

never caught us, Planes returhing from their missions barely missed . oo
us in their low flight, but winged away without hamm,* . T

BOATS . © . )  "About 0200, on July 10, came the long-awaited order,

LOWERED . ‘%A1 hands take debarkation stations.,® The DICKMAN

" stopped, and drifted, .Boats were lowered and troops
: : disembarked according to plan, As the boats formed
and left for the beach, searchlights from shore began probing the area, -
Twice the invasion units were silhouetted but for some unexplainable
reason the light passed by without pause, The biggest worry was from
the shore batteries until the Rangers silenced them, - - : .

SUPPORT BOAT  MAbout the time that the boats started hitting the

EXPLODES . beach," said Lt. Brow, "cruisers, battlewagons and
PILL BOX destroyers were opening up with everything that they
EMPLACRMENT =~  had upon shore installations of guns and lights,

The tracer streams are weird but very beautiful,

Watching the 4-gun salvos from the Limey 15 inchers
was quite a sight, Each shell was tracer arnd the flight from start to
finish--and I do mean 'finish'--was rather amsing. The things seemed
to float and float and float--quite slowly, too, so it seemed,. Our .
support boat near the beach'let go with her barrage which 1it upon a .
pill box emplacement, The explosion of that emplacement was almost
beyond imagination--a colum of flame shooting upwards about a thousand
feet and all of sixty feet in diameter. later reports said that that
blast cleared out many machine-gun nests, enabling our boys to advance
into the towmn," . . LT

ALL MS ' According to Lieutenant Brown, the DICKNAN again held

KAKE the honor spot as at Fedala, "Our job, as left flank
LANDINGS ship, was to land our troops frontally against the tomn

of Gela, while other vessels.put-their troops to the
 eastward to flank and encircle the town and to advance

toward an airport a short ways inland, These latter troops were to be
aided by paratroopers dropped in the vicinity of the airfield, Dawn
ceme finally and with it anxiety for the safety and return of our boats
and crews, Later we learned that all boats made their landing on the
spot and though opposed by intense machine-gun fire, only experienced
one casualty," o : ' . e -

FIRST INVASION .As they apprbached the Sicilian shores, ‘t;he argency and

OF 4XIS SOIL _ dramatic quality of their mission became manifest. They
. were invading the ccntinent of Europe., For the first

v " time they were about to set foot on Axis territory,
Burope itself. The area was jammed with shipping, Every kind of craft
'was busy rushing to shore wnloading, returning, reloading. One could -
count more than a bundred ships. - From the small ICI's to hmge two-stack - -
liners they lay or shuttled back and forth in droves. Throughout the S
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first day, July 10, the shuttling contimued,  -All that-day end.for the « . .-

succeeding days, American cruisers did a ‘most wonderful job in lmocking

. out enemy panzer units as they attempted to.take our. troops holding the 7 .-
tom. From the DICKMAN, the troops could be seen craw across the - . .U
coastal plains towards the town. Much of the credit for saving that = 7 3

gector mst go to the cruisers, for without them the troops Wwould have ' ' ~

. been in a bad way, baving gottem little artillery ashore at that time, :.
‘Barrages-contimied incessantly day and night. Enemy fighters and light |
bombers attacked the beaches, but most were shot down, The-invasion -

craft had fine air coverage with few exceptions. S

P

ENELY PLANES - MSunday morming I took over Fire Control at 0500, in

ATTACK AND - a rather drowsy condition but primed with coffee to

ARE DRIVEN OFF  keep awake," the Lieutenant related, "About 0630, &

sky lookout forward reported a group of planes on the -

~ port bow and ons quick look told me all I needed to

know, In five seconds our guns were brought to bear and their shells

were going home -- one had a helf a wind knocked off, Yut continued -

~ on. Some reported that he fell over the beach, but this was not veri- . - -

fied, Overhead their eggs ceme down in sheets, giving off an eerie . L

sound which made our stomachs sink to'our toeg and ovr hearts jump to
our mouths, They were JU-88's ard disappeared es fast as tkey had cone,

We missed becoming a casualty by scant margin.,” - - . -~ o

LANDING BOAT Ons lapding boat, the INC PA13-1, surprised Army men

SHOOTS DOWN . ashore by shooting down into the sea a German
- ENENY PLANE * Messerschmitt that had appeared over a dune to strafe

our troops on the beach, The boat was stuck on a -
~ gandbar end wes trying to free itself when the plane
was sighted, This landing craft, one of the DICEMAN's boats, had been
gent to Yellow Beach to unload an IST, (Beaches were designated by
color, and the DICKVAN had red and greem), Units were required to
 meke reports of their operations to their Executive Officer., Following
is a report describing the anti-aircraft action of the PA13-1, executed - . -
on Yellow Beach, situated east of Gela, on the evening of July 11, 1943, .= .
during unloading operatioms attendant with assault on that territory. -

_ GERMAN As t,anklighter and crew discharged their loed, at
- PLANE - approximately 2100 Sunday evening, a German fighter _
ed ‘as an Me-109F approached from-a - - Tl

EII  plane identifi , el
, ’ westernly direction and executed a strafing attack’ I
, ' ‘upon Yellow Beach. The tanklighter bad just ve-. - e
" tracted and gone aground on a sand bar when the plene in question” -
approached from a very 10w altitude from over the top of thé sand dunes
on our starboerd quarter. It flew very low and on an easterly course : .
paraellel to the beach. At about 100 yards from our boat we c¢pened fire . -,
with both .50 caliber guns until it was well past our stern, when we .- . ..
. could see smoke and fire coming from the vicinity of the aircrafi's . -
_ engine. The plane attempted to climb over a knoll on our por} quarter -
‘but was unable to do 80, hitting it hard and ¢rashing on the other side, - .-

- . ;
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PLARE Soldiers on the beach who had taken cover during the

CRASHES firing, ren up on the hill and waved to us when they

saw that the plene had crashed, The plane crashed

about 1,000 yards on the port quarter of the tank-
lighter., During this attack no other boats or guns were seen firing
at the aircraft in question, This boat expended approximately one
hundred rounds of ammunition., Members of the tanklighter crew who
participated in the action were T, J, Hiller, gunner; R, G. Ward,
gunner; B, G, Dannison, coxswain of the boat, R, N, Browm, bow hook;
ard R, L, McDougal, bow hook, The report was signed by Byron G.
Dannison, B.k. 1st class, S )

EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNT

e made the landing at Gela, Sicily, on July 10th,
related Bill Forsythe, Chief Photographer's lLate, USCGR,

With snipers and enemy planes on the loose, I did
not have time to write just after the invasion happened;
or I might havae been too excited; so here goes now, three
days after the invasion,

I landed on the beach at 12:45 AM with some combat
engineers, Coming into the beach in the dark, we hit a
sandbar about fifty yards from the beach, The ICI boat
I was in, operated by Coest Guardsmen, got stuck on it;
so we bailed out, Luckily, I had enough foresight to
waterproof my equipment., With a .45 in one hand and a
camera in the other I started for the beach, Our Coast
Guard gunners opened fire with two .30 caliber machine

- guns to give us a covering fire in order that we might have
a chance “o make it, The surf was so heavy that 1 was
knocked under; when I came up the .45 was full of sand and
upeble to fire,

I was completely soeked and cold as hell but I ran
up on the beach, I never ren so fast in all my life, but
it seemed very slow -- water-soaked clothing certainly °
drags one down, The ememy fire was intense, On my right
about 300 yards, an ICI was on the beach and was unable
to get off; and on my left, at a distance of about 500
yards was an Italien fort that kept firing on the ICI and
shelling the landing boats and keeping the beach under fire,
with me in the middle, The beach was mined, but ihis was
unknown to us at the time and there we were digging for dear
life - ané I do rean life, '

Davn was just breaking, so I got my bearings and
made for some fishing shacks on the beach to get away
from the cross fire of the LCI and the fort, Wet clothes

1707
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and cold grey dawn, with snipers getting the range, is

very demoralizing, U, S, Rangers, who made the first
assault at 2:50 A, ¥, , were bringing in the first prisoners
and the wounded, Then came daylight, and our cruisers got
the range on enemy emplacements and cormenced shelling,
wkich was a relief, Invasion barges manned by Coast Guards-
men brought additional equipment and troows ashore, It was
then light encugh to get some shots of the beach, scenes of
troops in the town of Gela, and Axis priscners guarded by °
American Rangers and Coast Guardsmen., - :

It was now about 7:00 A .ki,, and the sun was warm
enough for me to dry some clothes and look around. a bit,
The town of Gela is principally a fishing town., <t is
located on 8 high bluff and levels off on a plateau, Two
and three story houses make up the dwellings. On top are
several five-story buildings, and the snipers lodged them-
selves in a nunber of these houses, They really made it
hot and kept everybody out of the middle of the streets and
close to the buildings., An Italian civilian walked over
and offered me a dry pair of socks which I gladly accepted.
He offered to wash my clothes, but I told him I did not
expect to stay, and I gave him some sugar and coffee from
ny canned rations, I don't think I could have given him
anything else that would have pleased him more,

Nore wounded and prisoners were coming in so I
started on the move again, Germen tanks attacked the
town, and all hands took cover., The cruiser and destroyer
kept them bottled up in one sector so it wasn't too bad,
We met a couple of Italians coming in so we relieved them
of their rifles and helmets, It is now about 11:00 A.k,,
and I am about whipped, so back to the ship for some hot
coffee and fresh clothes, We waded out to the sandbar
and got wet all over again and had one hell of a rough
ride back as the sea was quite heavy.

The Coast Guardsmen who manned the boats certainly
did a wonderful job, especially the coxswains who were un-
able to take cover while making the epproach, So back
aboard, on checking my equipment, I found I lost two packs
of film - to say I wes upset is putting it mildly., After
risking my life, that topped it all; and now the reaction
was setiing in., Nervous as a cat, tired as could be, end
vet I couldn't rest, I got a sedative from Sick Bay that
cuieted me for an hour, then back on deck again.

Everyone on the DICKMAN did a wonderful job,’ from
Captain Harwood down. There was no rest for anyone all

during the operation. Everybody really put outj they
had a job to do and they did it better than well, It
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ITALTAN INVASION, ARE TREATED BY A NAVY PHARMACIST'S MATE
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certainly makes a men proud to be able to say that he
shipped with these boys. The Army men who were with us
certainly have high praise for the Coast Guard,

So that is the way Saturday passed - the first
day of the invasion, - but dates and days didn't matter
while the work went on nonstop. It was Just a change
from light to dark, When enyone was able to take a nap
their clothes remained on and they slept right at their
station, ,

Sunday at 6:30 AM,, when in ordinary times I
would be picldng up the paper at the front door, two
Italian high altitude bombers laid their eggs on our
starboard bow and port quarter., I was on the well
deck aft and could see two bombs, They looked to be
about two hundred pounders. Over and over like duck-
pins they fell, silvery ard shining., They hit the
water about a hundred yards from us but didn't explode.

This was just the beginning, Later, at about
11:00 AM,, another enemy plane came over so high he was
out of sight, but you could see the white exhaust from
his motor. Then at 3350 P.M,, twenty-five J-88's came
over in a "V formation, very high. They dropped a
pattern of bombs all around us, The Good Lord was
certainly with the Tramsport this Sunday. The bombs
made a circle around us; but, with the exception of
minor shrapnel damage, we were untouched, It was a
miracle, -I was on the Sun Deck aft at the time and
shooting toward the stern showing Coast Guardsmen at

' battle stations, manning their guns while the bombs were

bursting and all hell was breaking loose.

During all this time our boats which took supplies
ashore were returning with wounded soldiers for treatment
by the ship's doctors and pharmacist mates,

At 4341 PM,, Stukas came over and dived on us.
Jerry missed, dropped his bombs 300 yards off our star-
board quarter and strafing other ships as he leveled off.
The nervous tension that is acquired during these dive
bombing attacks is the most nerve wracking thing a persen
can think of., The Inquisition was mild compared with
this., Agein at 9350 P.k, Stukes or ME-109's dropped
flares and attacked us again, And that was the way we
passed Sunday off Sunny Italy. If heroes go through
this I don't want to be a hero, because I was scared and
no foolin', )
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- There was no sleep Sunday night and everyone was
working in the darkness repairing landing boats and un- ’
loading supplies. Daylight again and by the middle of
the day unloading was about completed. At 5:15 P.M., an
ME-109 strafed our decks and shot away cur barrage belloon.
I was on the Sun Deck’and that Messerschmidt looked like
silver lightning, I made a shot et his tail but I doubt
if a 400 will stop him, With 20 and 40 mm bullets chasing
him, one of our Spitfires got on his tail and knocked him
off about five miles from us over on the beach, Just
about dark we pulled anchor and shoved off, That's about
all that happened during our three day stay on the shores
of Sicily in the blue Mediterranean,

These three days have aged me considerably."

THE SAMUEL CHASE

_ A signal from the USS CHASE went out: "Good luck, gang. Do it
again,” It was signed "Terry Allen," (Commanding General of the lst
Division, Reinforced), : . :

, B When the invasion force departed for Sicily, the =
AGATN LUCKY SAXUEL CHASE was given a key assignment in landing
IN SICILY important segments of the Seventh Army in the

vicinity of Gela., Once again it accomplished its

mission without loss of a man despite an amazing
series of adventures, which Captain Heimer's officers and memn later
revealed, Lieut., Comdr, James S, Hunt gave credit to luck and good
preparation, saying, "Guess we are mighty lucky, but I really be-
lieve part of the success is due to ocur ability to handle small boats
as a result of long periods of training,.”

SOME NARROW "When I went in with the first wave," said Philip
ESCAPES Kearney, Boatswain's Mate lst class, USCG, "enemy

fire pinged off the sides of the boat all the way

but none of it pierced the armor plating and none
of the personnel was hurt, I alweys seemed to hit the beach about
the time the Jerries came over bombing and strafing, But three such
attacks didn't scratch my boat or wound my crew, We always got back.,"
Coxswain Leonard W, Ruehle, USCG, steered a tank lighter carrying a
bulldozer ashore, and just as the equipment made a successful landing
on the beach, he saw its driver killed by enemy fire. A 20-mm enenmy
shell missed Calvin Cooper, Seaman lst class, by four inches., It
struck the side of the engine box of his boat, but didn't explode.
If Richard Dunton, Fireman 3rd class, had been standing normally in-
stead of crouching at his post a 50-calibre bullet would have struck
him in the head instead of hitting théustern of the boat. "I didn't
know when it hit," Dunton said, "because a lot of stuff was flying
around--we really knew the enemy was shooting." Several other men
had similar experiences., L F
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SOLDIERS Robert MacCaulley, Boatswain's ¥ate 2nd class, usca,
AND CREWMEN and Frank Freeman, Fireman 1st class, aleo of the
- RESCUED Coast Guard, stopped landing work long enough to
rescue soldiers and crewmen from another transport,
which received a direct hit from an enemy bomber,
Thomas A, Sheridan, Seaman 1st class, shed his clothes and dived into
the pitching surf in the dead of night to rescue nine soldiers, He
hauled them ashore ome at a time, together with their 9C-pound packs,
They were being carried out by en undertow after trying to wade ashore
when their boat ran aground on a sandber, Sheridan also picked up
thirty-three men of the same group in his boat and landed them, By
then he and his crew had worked steadily for twenty or more hours with-
out rest, landing additional personnel and supplies,

PERFECT Lieutenant John F, Summer, who was commander of the
LANDINGS first wave, said the landings went better in Sicily
than they ever did in practice, "The boys came
through 100 per cent, Always some little things
went wrong in practice, but they did everything right that night," he
reported, He said that his wave drew only machine gun fire, tut later
ones had artillery fire and aerial tombardment to contend with,

PACE OF The unloading operations at Gela, chelked up a new
UNLOADING record for amphibiocus warfare s said Lieutenant
TAGGTRS FO Blair Walliser, USCGR, who served aboard the CHASE,

The giant fleet of ships which launched the invasion

of Sicily were successful from the start, due to the
8kill and persistence of the Coast Guardsmen and Navy personnel who
landed the troops and supplies in the face of enemy fire and kept them
moving at a pace that staggered the Axis defenders, Despite the fact
- that scme landing craft were damaged, supplies and troops kept pouring
onto the beaches, Damaged landing craft were hauled out of the water
and repaired as quickly as they were hit., Villiam G, Lewrence, Chief
Boatswain's kate, USCG, in charge of a repair group, alone put many
landing boats back in action after they had been damaged by enemy shell
fire or bombs, He used a salvage boat invented by Captain Heimer,

LANDING CRAFT In commenting upon the swiftness with which 1
SWIFTLY REPATRED craft were repaired after being hit by the enemy,
Lieutenant Walliser said that all craft carried
ready-made plugs to be put in bullet holes, The boat
repair crew of this unit were under the charge of Lieutenant (3g)
Ivet L, Logan, The average time for repairing a boat that had to be
taken cut of the water was only an hour and five minutes, Then the
repaired boets were pressed back into immediate service., Captain Heimer
coined a motto which became a working formla for all Coast Guardsmen
participating in the landing, when he gave the standing order:s "Pull
them up, patch them up, pump them out, put them back, keep them running,"
And the men faithfully did, Lieutenant Walliser said that it was im-
possible to get the Coast Guard crews out of their landing boats, many
of the men even sleeping in their boets at night and refusing to leave
them for meals,
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HARDSHIPS OF ~The boats first went in under cover of total dark-

LANDING ness, but were soon lighted up by enemy searchlights
PARTIES ~ on shore and picked cut as gun targets., However, a

cruiser sent some shells into the searchlights and

shore gun crews, and the invasion craft went on, As
soon as the first wave landed, they sent up flares. Ensign Bernard B,
Blahut, was on cozmmand of the first wave, Landing parties that went in
after the inital attack were seriously hampered by booby-traps set by
the enemy, who even mined the bodies of their own dead and Allied dead,
The Germans also mined the wounded, As a Scotchman lay dying, he
managed to warn a party of rescuers not to approach any closer, for the
enemy had put a booby-trap under him,

JTALIANS Italian prisoners, taken during the engagements along
FRIGHTENED the Sicily shores, were literally frightened by the
BY SIZE OF . 8ize of the Allied fleet, One prisoner was scared to
ALLTED FLEET death when the Coest Guard and Navy first sent in

waves of landing craft, he told Lieutenant Walliser.

"It was like a tidal wave," he said, referring to
the dreaded "marrubbio of the Mediterranean." A more loquacious
Italien engaged the Lieutenant in talk about the Brooklyn Dodgers,
saying that he had worked one summer in Brooklyn and become a Dodger
rooter, His first question was: "How are the Dodgers doing?" When
Lieutenant ¥Walliser assured him that they were doing better than the
Axis, the Italian quickly changed the subject, saying, "What a war!
I'm going to New York, and you fellows are going to-Rome,"

ACCOUNT OF LIEUT, COLMANDER BLATR WALLISER, USCGR

"Even before the rolling black line of tramsports
swung into invasion line off Gela, we knew we were close
in under the shores of Sicily, High up on the hillsides
before us, orange explosions shattered the black silhouette
of the land, There was a smell of plne and gunpowder over
the sea long before we could even hear the distant bloomp
of the bombs hitting,

"All that evening, above the swash and hiss of the ship's
going, there had been the rumble of bombers in the sky, Now
our problem lay not in finding a light but in picking out the
light among the flickering flames along the Gela shore,

"We surged in closer, and a red neon rectangle took shape
up in the hills, The Jumior 0,D, regarded it studiously.
through the bimoculars, 'Maybe it says, Eat at Joe's.' The
navigator shrugged wryly, ‘'lore likely it says, This airport
has taken one helluva pasting.' - That's the field up there all
right, and down the ccast to starboard is Scoglitti Light,’'

We all turned and stared at Scoglitti Light: three drowsy
blinks every fifteen seconds, There had been no call to beattle
stations yet, but every station was manned,
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fAgshore, fountains of light were streaming into the
air, and new red flares were glowing all around the tomn, ’
Gela was taking it again, An electric sign, flashing
'This is Gela,' could hardly have been more explicit, The
ship ahead was an island of blackness in the dark, and so
was the ship behind, as the convoy slipped into place in
regular colums, ‘ '

"Captain Heimer moved to the P.A, microphone on the
bridge. 'All hands take stations for launching boats!!
The Coast Guard coxswains and crews that were to drive the
assault and lapding boats onto the hostile beaches, grimly
took their stations, They had waited eternities for this
moment. All hands were ready, We watched the indolent
seconds trickle through our wetches., !Lower the first
wavel! The winches hummed as the boats slid down on the
slick, greased wires, 'Away the boats!!'

"The Diesels started up, rumbling in the stillness like
a basso coughing into his handkerchief in church., The higher-
pitched mutter of the gasoline engines marked the whiter wakes
of the speedier boats, There were fading white streaks in the
waters -- and then nothing., Thirty minutes to H-Hour. Still
nothing, Some of the shore fires were dying down now, Twenty
minutes to H-Hour, Nothing, A PC boat passed by close aboard,
requesting a bearing on the beach, Oriented, she sped off
again, Ten minutes to H-Hour, Nothing. Scoglitti Light wink-<
ed wearily., The middle of the mid-watch, Nothing ever happens
on the mid-watch, Five minutes to H-Hour. Nothing. WVhere
were the boats? We scanned the waters close in uneasily,

"There was & crash of light through the blackness--light
8o bright it carried the impect of sound, Straight ocut--and
around--then up, leaping over our ships--then out--then around
sweeping the waters as it went, We saw the landing boats
silhouetted in every slightest outline, We knew the Italianms,
or whatever enemy sat behind that shrill beam of light saw more
than we saw, We lkmew the sights of unknown scores of guns must
at that instant be leveling to those boats., In any second, the
beam of light would be supplemented with deadlier beams of lead,

"Then the light lifted and stared out to sea., And in that
instant there was a blast to starboard, and three red tracers,
like a V of planes flying wing to wing, arched gracefully across
the sky. The red tracers were lost, There was an instiant of
complete suspension everywhere--and then the searchlight and g
itsmen and the battery beside it, and its crew, and all other ’
living things on that patch of hill mushroomed in a single
yellow blast, A general in one of the landing boats sighed
deeply and eloquently, He turned to the Coast Guard officer
beside him, 'I've followed artillery for thirty years and never
saw prettier shooting tham that!' These words were echoed by
every ship of the fleet that night,
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"Now --H-Hour! Rockets on the beach., The first wave
was in, Then flashes all along the beach,..grenades bursting...
machine guns spluttering...mortar bursts,..support ships pouring
their new self-propelled projectiles in onto the shore{ The
second wave and the third wave were in, Rockets all along the
beaches now., The cruisers were lofting their shells over with
deadly regularity, The destroyers had moved in close and were
ghosting down the shore line, slicing their five-inch shells
into the enemy wherever his guns flashed against the black hills,

vAnd Scoglitti Light still flashed--no longer drowsily, it
seemed, but in open-eyed, blinking wonderment, Scoglitti Light
sitting on a rock watching Americans land on those shores with
men, tanks, ammmnition, fuel, food, and freedom, ‘'Overcome and
destroy the enemy wherever he is encountered,' was the way the
operations order read, Well--he was certainly being encountered
now--and destroyed, we hoped.

"On deck, the reserve waves and specialists were going in
now., Over the P.A,, the boat teams were being called to their
stations. Numbers called--like signals for a football team--
and the boat formations. On all decks were the singing hum of
cables and the impatient click of winches., The thump of feet
as men jumped into the boats at deck level... men crouching
down in the boets... keep low--keep aft...the click of rifle
bolts as men nervously opened and closed the breech...a colored
mess attendant in the bow of one boat, very black against the
shadows...chewing gum furiously,

. "Now it was dawn--dawn striding over the hills of Sicily--
dawn unfurling its banners in the sky. The waves of boats were
coming back from the beach now--some carrying the first wounded.

They'd come alongside under the wing of the bridge, and the
Coast Guardsmen manning them would shout ups tWe've got six
wounded aboard!' Then we'd pass the word over the P,A.+ 'Stand
by to hoist casualties!' The hoisting crews would go to their
stations then, and the medical-department would send a streicher
party, and we'd haul the casualties aboard and rush them off to
the sick baey,

"Daylight brought the first enemy planes, Two of them came
by in a hurry, spied the scout plane from one of the cruisers
busy spotting gunfire, and closed in on it, The battle was short
and had an unhappy ending. What chance could a slow-flying scout
biplane have against two Focke-fulf fighters? The scout plane
dove desperately, but the fighters swarmed all over it. There
was something sickeningly wmequal about it, like two wolves chas-
ing a chicken, Wounded and smoking, she tunbled to the water.
There was hardly time for her crew to get over the side before
she sank, but a Coast Guardsman in a mearby landing boat picked
up her men,
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*The wind had returned, and the seas were building all
the time, - Loading the landing boats was becoming an increas-
ipgly severe problem, On the long, high swells, they'd ride
up the side of the ship maybe ten feet or more and then slide
down an equal amount, Some of our vehicles, according to
measurements, had less than three inches clearance on either
side in the landing boats, They hung and they swayed and they
banged, over the side of the ship--but they landed in the boats
Tight side up, and we men of the Coast Guard hustled them off to
shore, ' " s :

"The dive bombers were over the beaches now, skimming the
rampboats and the tank lighters and the various landing' ships,
and we saw 'skip-bombing,' where the Plane lays a few sticks -
in the water at low altitude, and then watches them ricochet
as the bombs leapfrog among the ships on the beach, ending up -
in a mountainous splash, .

L .

°In the broad light of day, we surveyed the waters around
.us, To -one side, the invasion of Licata was proceeding accord-
. ing to schedule, To the other, the coast from Scoglitti to
Cape Scaramia was under fierce attack, The horizon was saw-
toothed with ships., One officer, counting, got up to 105 and
gave up--and he had only just started to swing around the half-
moon that centered at Gela, '

"Ashore, troubles began piling up, The engineers cleared
the land mines efficiently for the infantry, But spotting and
disarming vehicle mines is another matter, Buried four or
more feet deep, a man can walk across them without difficulty.
- But the first jeep we rolled cut caught it, and three bull-
dozers in a row got blastek by the big Teller mines, That
hurt, We needed those 'dozers for building roads back from
the beach, and for salvage work on the boats, Not having them,

supplies plled up on the beaches, unloading was slow, and, as a

consequence, the boats spent more time than they should have
with their ramps down, This increased the danger of broaching,
and, of course, once a boat broaches, on the beach, it's uge-
less until pulled off or straightemed out.,

) "It all added up to terrific congestion, and, in the

midst of it, one bomber scored a lucky hit, and we had to
evacuate two of the beaches. Then came an urgent call from

the Army. Unload all possible anti-tank equipment at once,
Other cargoes were hastily shoved aside; ‘boats already loading
were unloaded and full priority was givem the howitzer equip-
ment, We didn't kmow why the urgency then, We found out later,

' "Whatwedidknoiwasthatagoodpartofthekrmyun-
locading ‘crews had been called back into the defense areas, and :
now our Navy and Coast Guard landing boat crews had to drop
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. their ramps, strip off their coveralls or dungarees, and
do their omn unloading, This took longer, of course, be-
cause the Coast Guard coxswain had to jump back to his-

"~ ocontrols every so oftem and turn the boat atern on into
the waves to lneep her from broaching,

m

"Incidentally, it wasn't all fun,” wrote Captain Heimer to a
brother officer at Headquarters., "Had two simultaneocus 500-pounders
dropped close aboard on the port bow, which sprinkled water on the
bridge plus many others, Our boats were superb, There was not a
single miss cue or error in the whole engagement, It was truly
magnificent, By God, I'm proud."l ~

For surmounting numercus obstacles, despite enemy air raids, for
outstanding slcill, and for exceptionmally cutstanding performance of
duty in Sicily, Captain Heimer received the Legion of Merit, The
citation was as follows:s "For exceptionally meritorious conduct in
the performance of outstanding services to the Govermment of the
United States as Commanding Officer of the USS SAMUEL CHASE during
the amphibious assault on Sicily, July 10-12, 1943, Surmounting
numerous obstacles which confronted him throughout this important
operation, Captain Heimer, despite subjection to persistent and
accurate raids by hostile planes, enabled his ship to disembark
assault troops and unload vehicles and equipment on the assigned
beach, Through his outstanding skill, expert supervision of the
men under his command, and unwavering attention to a vital and
difficult task, Captain Heimer contributed. mter:lally to the success
of our forces in the Sicilian invasion,"

Rear Admiral Lloyd T, Chalker, USCG, Assistant Commandant of
the Coast Guard, in a letter dated September 23, 1943, praised
William G, Lawrence, Chief Boatswain's Mate, USCG, and his crew for
their splendid accompl:lahmnt in salvag.lng small boate on the
beaches of Sicily

"Dear Lawmeo:

Tho Gmnding Officer of the CHASB in his letter of 15-
August, 1943, to the Commander, U. S, Amphibicus Force,
" Northwest African Waters, gives an account of the salvage
operations of the CHASE salvage boat, 9 July to 26 July,
1943. This letter for the most part contains a quotation
fron your lcbtor to the com.nding Officer of the CHASE,

-

1. From a letter written by Gaptain B.oger c. Heimer, to Commodore
o Ellis Reed-Hill, September 14, 191.3.
" 2, See Appendix G for this account, - - 1707
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- The account is most interestingly written and gives a very

_ clear picture of the operations and what was accomplished .
by the CHASE salvage boat., After reading the account I
felt that I wanted to congratulate you and your boat's
crew on the salvage work that you did, Please accept my
congratulations for your splendid’ accomplishment and
also best wishes for the future,

£
- L
X - g

x Sincergly,

L. T. CHALKER
Rear Admiral, USCG
Assistant Commandant"

LANDING CRAFT

Besides the big-ship Navy, there was the 1little-ship Navy, and
also the flat-bottom Navy., Numerically, the greatest was the flat-
bottom Nevy. It was also the newest, having been developed in
World War II, The United States and Great Britain had been spared
the horror of waging war on their own soil, but were thereby put
at the military disadvantage of being .obliged to land their armies
upon & hostile shore in order to engage the enemy's land power,
The purpose of all landing craft--and of the larger landing ships
and the smaller landing vehicles--was the same: to deliver men
and supplies over shoals, reefs, mines, and various artificial
obstacles to navigation, directly upon the enemy's shore without
benefit of harbor, dock, or wharf,

Landing craft differed in two respects: what they were designed
to carry--whether men or wehicles or other materials,--and in
cruising capacity. A landing ship could cross an ocean under its
own power, A landing craft might do so but was usually transported
to the theatre of war aboard a ship, and relaunched there for
voyaging in narrow seas, A landing vehicle traveled only from a
ship or craft lying offshore to the nearby beach,

Following are the principal types of larding ships and craft:

IST - (Landing Ship, Tank) - About 325 feet long; 5,000 tons
at full load; delivers tanks, trucks, bulldozers, etec., through a
bow ramp, : : ,

ICI - (Landing Craft, Infantry) - About 158 feet long; weighs
400 tons, Has auarters aboard for 25 crew men and 210 troops, Has
a bridge thet looks like the conning tower of an old-fashioned
gubrarine, Disembarks troops over two fretted ramps at either side
of her bow., These ramps-are thrust forward and dovmward from the
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shell of the craft "like turtle limbs " There ‘are guns on “her deok;" -*:-‘-- '
She has been described as not pretty but as having personality. Liost- s :

of their crews were far from experienced seafearing men, On one
occasion, before their long training, one of these little landing -
barges, so the story goes, was skidding through a winter storm, -

without a pilot and with no one on board who knew the channels, . REi
when her quartermaster cheerfully called up the command tube: "How'm

I doin', Captain?" Graduslly, many flotillas of ICI's took shape, '

~after 1ong-scale training operations, and played a leading part in
the invasion,

A (La.nding Creft, Tank) - About 100 feet long; can carry a

few t&nks s many smller vehiclea' often used like the ICI to carry
troops.

Lo - (La.nding Craft, liediun) - Used primarily from la.rge ships
to shore -- although it can cross narrow waters -- to land tanks, -

ICVP - (Landing Craft, Vehicle , Personnel) - About 36 feet longj e
also used mainly from ship to shore, for landing infantry and light -
vehicles,

LCC - (Landing Craft, Control) - Sheepdog of the landing craft,
used by the naval control officer in directing the others to shore,

- (Landing Graft, Support) - A 1:|.ghtly armored craft mounting
machine guns from .50 caliber to 40 mm,, also rockets, to boost the
landing fZXeet's fire power.

LVT - (Landing Vehicle, Tracked) - An amphibious tractor, whose
treads can swim or climb beaches; known as the "Alligator." Later
armored, :

IVI(A) - (Landing Vehicle, Tracked, Armored) - The "Water Buffalo,
really an amphibious tank, developed from the "4lligator."

ICR - (Lending Craft, Rubber) - The 194/ edition of the coracle,
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LANDINGS AT LICATA

Another outstanding leader of the Italian campaign was Commender
(later Captain) Miles H, Imlay, USCG, commander of LCI(L) FLOTILIA
FOUR, His record was magnificente-in Sicily, and later in the assault
on the mainland of Italy, as well as in the initial invasion of
Normandy, In Sicily, he brought his force of ships and landing craft
to the scene of action under withering enemy fire, and speedily sent
them to their designated beaches. After the initial attack, he skdll-
fully assisted in the support and maintenmance of the Army at the port
of Licata, There he labored tirelessly supervising the clearance of
mines from the port and speedily prepared it, in spite of continuous
epemy fire, for handling the important equipment and supplies, His
leadership was brilliant,

For his services in Sicily, he received the Legion of Merit with
the following citation: "For exceptionally meritorious conduct in
the performance of outstanding services to the Government of the
United States as Commander of the Reserve Attack Group during the
assault on the Island of Sicily. Courageocusly bringing his force of
ships and landing craft to the sceme of action, Commander Imlay dis-
patched them with speed and precision to the designation beaches -
and later, following the initial attack, skillfully assisted in the
support and maintenance of the Army at the Port of Licata, Serving
temporarily as Commander of the Advance Base at Porto Empedocle, he
labored tirelessly supervising the clearance of mines from the port
despite heavy enemy gunfire and speedily prepared it for the unload-
ing and handling of important equipment and supplies., Commander
Imlay's brillient leadership and temacious devotion to duty contri-
buted immeasurably to the success of ocur forces in the Sicilian

campaign,"

A lotter to Admiral R, R, Waesche, Commandant of the United
States Coast Guard, writtem on July 30, 1943, by Commander Imlay,
gives an idea of how the small boats of that group carried out
their assigned tasks in the face of enemy fire 1

OFFIC OPERAT dJ! T RCE - VE_GROUP

1. The LCI(L) Reserve Group, consisting of seventeen vessels,

was detached from JIF Convoy at 1430 July 9, 1943, and steered various
courses at variocus speeds to take positions on flanks of the three
reserve group LST's when they were detached from JTM Comvoy. At 1700,
formed oruising disposition with IST's making good course 270 degrees
True at eight knots, At 1759 changed course to make good a course
- of 360 degrees Trus. At 1840 sighted reserve group ICT's consisting
of six British and twelve American vessels and their escorts from

JTS Convoy bearing approximately 240 degrees True, distance three
miles, Slowed reserve group to two knots to allow ICT's and escorts
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to take convoy crulsing disposition, All LCT's oxcept ICT-215 seemed
unable to join formation due to very heavy head seas, Two escorts
were detached to standby and guide these vessels to the rendezvous,
At 2000 increased speed to five knots as it was believed advisable to

have as many vessels of the reserve group who could maintain speed at
the rendezvous on time, :

2, Considerable difficulty was encountered during the dark hours

Force who had fallen behind, No eneny flares were dropped in the im-
mediate vicinity of the reserve group, but a number were observed
dropping ahead and on the flanks, A celestial fix was obtained at
0500 and the reserve group, consisting of three IST's, seventeen LCI's
and three LCT's anchored in the rendezvous area at 0600, The remainder
of the ICT's arrived in groups, the last three vessels arriving at
approximately 1045,

3. Six IST's from Green Beach and six IST's from Yellow Beach

Joined the reserve group at approximately 0800, These vessels and the
late arriving ICT's did not anchor in their designated positions as
given by the Commander Task Group's Operation Plan. Some of these
vessels anchored as far as two miles away from their designated position,

4o At 1130 all vessels had been despatched to their various beaches .

M. H. Imlay
Commander, USCG
~ IEE 85
GUARD ICI(L) FLOT
1S Lieutenant (jg) Arthur Farrar, USCGR, assigned as

ABOUT LIKE Exocutive Officer to the newly-completed ICI(L) 85,
CORKS ON in Commander Imlay's Coast Guard LCI(L) Flotilla 4,
HIGH WAVES gave the following description of the trans-Atlantic

orossing and operations in the Sicilian invasion,

"We were ordered to Norfolk for outfitting, As the
ships filed down the channel on the way out to the Gulf, two red flags
were seen flying from the Coast Guard station., The warnings were right,
A gale met us before the convoy was well out of sight of land., To most
of us Ensigns and a large part of the erew, this was to be the first sea
duty, It was a rugged initiation. Some say an LCI will roll on a heavy
dew. 1In this gale they did everyt « They rolled and pitched and
shuddered, Sometimes they hit a wave with a Jolt like running into a
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brick wall, The storm lasted four days, When we arrived at Key West,
land had never looked so beautiful.... Fine weather prevailed at Key
West, but when we were a half day's journey on the waves began kicking

up again, By night, gaint rollers were tossing the ships around like
fishing corks,"

AIMOST "All the cooks were sick,"the Ensign said,"™ut it
EVERYBODY didn't make such difference because no one felt well
SEASICK encugh to eat and even old salts became violently

i11." "As for myself," he continued, "I didn't feel

80 bad but I just couldn't control my stomach., I
didn't need any time-piece for watch standing because my stomach would
take on a fit of convulsions every twenty minutes, After eleven of
these it would be time to call my relief and at the twelfth one he
would take over the watch., Waves got to be about thirty feet high and
were coming at such an angle that many times the ship three hundred
yards away would be completely hidden, I found that I could eat in
the fresh air so I took my dinner to the conning station and sat down
on the deck to eat, The bulkheads were five feet high, The ships
rolled over to the right and I could see all the LCI's in the starboard
columm, It recovered and rolled back to the left and the port columm
came into view." Everybody felt so miserable, said the Ensign, that a
colored steward's mate spoke what many of them were thinking when he
asked, in all seriousness: "Suh, do you know any way ah can git into
the awmy?"

GOOD TRIP On April 1, 1943, the flotilla said good-bye to the
ACROSS AND Unlited States and started the journey across to
IIME FOR Europe, The weather was excellent, A stop was made
T NG at Bermuda, where everybody had a good time, Then

~ the start was made for the war zones. The trip

across was slow, teking nineteen more days, However,
the weather was good, there were few submarine scares and no action.
Upon arrival at a Northwest African port intensive training was begun
for the invasion, Rangers wanted lots of practice at landing, In a
typical practice a division of LCI's went to the docks and took on
about 150 Rangers each, Rangers did not feel their way down the ramps.
They ran, In a few seconds each was flattemed out behind a rock, bush,
or ledge and shooting at objectives, Plane identification classes were
added to the training program, everybody receiving the training, and in
addition one officer and three men were selected from each ship for an
intensive course, As a result of this careful preparation, all planes
used in that area could be easily recognized before they came in range
of the guns, ' ) o

AIR RATD "Our first action was in the Sicilian invasion," re-
OVER TROOP- lated the Ensign., "LCI's from Flotilla Four were

LADEN SHIPS assigned different beaches and consequently went

. across with different sections of the convoy. The
loading of soldiers was a blg day.... The convoy

of loeded ships ¢f every description gathered here was enormous. An

air raid was expected and came the night before we left, The raid was
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INTO AN UNDISCLOSED HARBOR ON THE ATLANTIC COAST FILES A FLOTILLA #
OF COAST GUARD-MANNED LCI'S, THEY RETURN TO HOME WATERS AS VICIORS
CARRYING MOST OF THE COAST GUARDSMEN WHO FUT OUT WITH TYEN FROM
A TEXAS PCRT NEARLY TWO YEARS BEFORE
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made by from £ifty to seventy German planes, To get to the ships
they had to come in range of land anti-aircraft defense which was
terrific, Dozens of large searchlights picked out the planes and ‘
there pro‘qably will never be a more intense curtain of fire than

was put up to these Nazi raiders., Almost all of the thousand or

so ships fired, and this, added to the land AA defense, made it a
suicide bomb run., As a result, most bombs dropped far ocut in the -
fields and no damage was suffered by the convoy. Five planes were
seen to fall, Some of the Nazi flyers were picked up ocut of the
water and carried to the invasion.”

DIFFICULT TRIP A fifty-mile-an-hour gale made the trip across the
ACROSS IN HEAVY Mediterranean very difficult. Troops were very
SEAS TO SICILY sick, In the daytime it was extremely hard to keep

position in the heavy seas, and at night a four- -

hour O, D, watch was a "killer.," Because of the
cross-seas, a course could not be held but changes were rapidly and
constantly made to keep in the generel direction of the guide, "When
considering that the ILCI upon which we were guiding was doing the
same thing, it is easier to see why, while on the same convoy course,.
the helmsman would receive orders to steer courses ranging from 80
to 150 degrees," said Ensign Farrar., "The heading would be perfect
one instant, and the next a huge roller would come along, pick up the
bow and toss it 15 to 30 degrees off."

RENDEZVCUS When they reached the rendezvous area, however, the
AREA IS seas quieted down like magic, It was then about
REACHED 0200, Searchlights swept over the sea in their

direction. "More joined and there was a distinctly

uneasy and eerie feeling as those lights, evenly
spaced along the shore, swept back and forth across our ships s" the
Ensign said. "Each moment we expected the big guns of the fighting
ships to blast out, but the stillness was unbroken, Far in the
distance we could see a lot of shooting where other landincs were
being made. Finally came the time to run for the beach, 1he first
wave was deleyed for some reason, so that when it came time to go
the guide started off at full speed. Those who didn't catch on
quickly had to run at flank to catch up.”

ENEEY FIRE "On approaching the beach, single shots of tracer
L.ISTAKEN fire could be seen at regular intervals of time,
FOR_FLARES They were going parallel to the beach and looked
MOLENTARILY like balls of fire looping through the air, They

traveled so slowly we thought someone was shooting

flares along the beach to show us where to land.
The error was soon realized, though, upon arriving close enough to
hear the shells whine as they hit the water and bounced off. The
firing was coming from behind a knoll and was not accurate, Ve beach-
ed in the darkness before dewn, amid a mumber of LCI's and ICVP's,
All three of the first waves had reached the shore almost at the same

time, "
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TENSENESS "On my ship we were so scared our voices sounded
DURING strange," the Ensign continued, "While the skipper
FIRST LANDING was giving necessary orders, the signalman and I

were assisting by reporting everything going om.

Upon sighting a tracer coming our way, we would
yell 'Duck,' and the skipper always believed us, Finally while the
troops were going off I saw a shell headed directly at the comning
station just waist high, I yelled something quick and ducked behind
the compass stand, The others ducked, too, but nothing else happened.
The skipper began to laugh and it was catching, He still claims I
yelled, 'Duck, here comes a pink onel! Witnesses say that shell ex-
ploded just before reaching the ship., Anyway, we have never had the
same feeling in hitting the beach, Even later, when strong opposition
was certain, all of the officers and crew were rid of the tenseness
felt on that first landing.”

VARTIOUS DUTIES After disembarking the troops, the LCI's went back
OF THE ICitg to the transport area, and there had to do more
shooting as another air raid was on, This raid did
not prove very heavy, and the LCI's were ordered
back to:their home port for more troops, They maintained full speed
there and back, and two days later, in the early hours of morning,
were hovering over the same beach awaiting landing orders, In their
absence the fight had gone well and the ICI's were instructed to take
troops to the port of Licata instead of beaching again, Some of the
ICI's were assigned as salvage vessels, some were used as messenger
ships, some as decoys, and others continued to bring reinforcements,
That work continued off and on until the next invaesion., Between times,

the regular training program continued,

Amomg those receiving decorations was Lieutenant Farrar, who
was awarded the Bronze ledal,

LIEUTENANT ROLAND J, JOHNSON'S ACCOUNT

The invasion herges dumfounded their crews by
crogsing the Atlantic, according to Lieutenant Roland
Jo Johnson of the Coast Guard, who commanded ocne of the
vessels, A flotilla of 76 flat-bottomed landing boets
made a 4600-mile, 32-day trans-Atlantic trip under their
own power and leter landed Allied troops in Sicily,
winning the respect and admiration of their doubting
crews, The boats went through rough weather with capacity
cargoes of munitions,

At the end of the trip across, which included a
10-day stop at a British possession, practice landings were
made with the 76 LCI's (landing craft, infantry) and the
LCT's (landing craft, tanks) along the North African coast,
Lieutenant Johnson participated in these but was prevented
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- by 41llness from taking part in the Sicilian invasion
where the barges proved their practicability for the
first time in invasion warfare, He had to be rushed
home by airplane.

One group of naval experts had believed that it
was impossible for small flat-bottomed boats of such
light draft as the invasion barges to make the trans-
Atlantic trip., The designers, however, were confident
‘a8 to how the barges would perform on the rough seas,
and to prove the worth of the boats loaded each one to
capacity with war materials and men,

"Ne were aware of the lousy reputation these
boats had before we left," Lieutenant Johnson said,
"The crews had no faith in them, but when the time came
to leave all hands were at their stations., Twenty-four
of the boats in our flotilla had been assigned to the
Coast Guard....

"o wore just getting the feel of our small ship,
when the barometer suddenly irdicated bed weather ahead,
Before we were in the blow long we knew the naval de-
aigners had dome a good job,

911t certainly beats hell how this damn box
with everything on top and nothing on the bottom keeps
right side up,' an old Coast Guard band said, She
fooled everybody. She took the seas on the starboard
bow and tossed them off as any good ship does, in a
rough seaway....

"By the time we reached Africa, we were ashamed
of our distrust of her, and the boys who had given her
the appelation of 'coffin,' 'one-way ticket,' 'good-by
forever,' and 'trolley car' were calling her 'swell gal,.'"

PC_LOCATES Many hours before the invasion began, the Coast
LANDING Guard units quietly located landing points., One
POINTS of.the 173=-foot PC boats, a Coast Guard boat,

located one of these landing pointe and lay at

anchor for six hours carrying ocut its assigned
task, "No mine sweeps swept & channel for us, no one went with usg
we went alone," Lieutenant L, W, A, Renshaw, USCG, reported, "Every-
one is well aware of the enormous success of our initial Sicilian
operation," he contimued, "Few people are aware of the smaller land-
ings made behind the enemy lines in Northern Sicily, thereby contrib-
uting to the advances of the 7th Army along the North Coast of Sicily
towards Messina,” Under gunfire and aerial bombardment for eight
days this PC carried out iss amphibious tasks,
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THE IST 331

IST DOVINS While the LST-331 was engaged in towing, beaching, ’
ENENY and unloeding operations in Sicily, she had several
PLANES . occasions to down enemy plamnes, which were overhead

a good portion of the time, For the most part,

they were kept fairly high by the AA fire from her
guns, fire from destroyers and cruisers and also by Allied planes,
General quarters aboard the 331 were sounded at an average of once
an hour during this period. The position of the LST on the beach
made her less liable to attack than the transports. For she was at
right angles to the shore line and high sand dunes, thus presenting a
very small target, This condition enabled her to surprise several
bomber pilots who were apparently too intent on getting at the trans-

TWO_ENEMY "We held our fire until two light bombers passed
PLANES our port side, flying low, heading for the trans-
SEEN TO ports," related Lieutenant (jg) W. D, Strauch, Jr.,
CRASH Executive Officer aboard the LST, which was operat-

ing as the flagship for a flotilla group with

Lt, Comdr, F, H, Newton, Jr., and his staff aboard,
"The planes presented us with a fine target," the Lieutenant continued.
"ffe opened up with all available guns. When last seen one of those
planes was on fire and losing altitude, Another plane flew past our
starboard side parallel to the ship, flying at about forty feet altitude.
The MM's opened up with all available guns. About 75% hits were ob-
served, Sparks started to fly from this plane and it lost altitude and
crashed into the sea, Still another plane approached.at a 45-degree
angle to the bow of the LST, starboard to port. We opened fire and
_obtained 90% hits., The plane burst into flames and crashed ashore."

LIEUTENANT W, D, STRAUCH'S ACCOUNT

Lieutenant W, D, Strauch, Jr., USCG, Executive
Officer aboard the Coast Guard manned IST (Landing Ship,
Tanks) 331 sent in, as a factual report to Headquarters,
the following actual epic story of the U, S, Coast Guard's
role in the invasion of Sicily.

The LST-331 was the flagship of a flotilla group
and had on board Lieutepant Commander F. H. Newton, Jr.,
and his staff. This flotilla group had been assigned to
a task force commanded by F, M, Adams, U.S.N., in the
organization set up for invading Sicily.

"The ship was loaded with R.A.F, personnel, trucks
and other vehicles to be used on Comiso Airport after its

capture,

"The wind had been very moderate. ﬁowever, it
suddenly rose to a high velocity and continued to increase,
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The seas started to build up as a result of this wind,
The size of the seas and the fact that they were on the
beam made it exceedingly rough going for the IST's and
smaller craft, Finally, we reached the assigned area -
and our ship was' the first IST to arrive on the scene,

"While anchored here we were in a position to
observe the activities in progress, Waves of small land-
ing craft were proceeding shoreward and there was con-
siderable gunfire from the destroyers and cruisers farther
out to sea, This gunfire was apparently directed at enemy
shore installations which showed signs of resistancs,

"A very heavy surf was running elthough the wind
had moderated., Considerable skill was necessary to pre=-
vent broaching of these small boats, A number of boats
were laying along the beach, abandoned,

"Further orders were not long in forthcoming and
we were directed to take in tow two pontoons which were
alongside of a Navy tug, We were further directed to
beach these pontoons at a point 5 or 6 miles northwest of
the transport area. The pontoons were made fast along-
side by a Sea Bee crew who were assigned for this purpose.

‘"o commenced towing and noticed immediately that
the motions imparted to the pontoons by the heavy seas
were placing a severe strain on the towing lines and cables.
This strain proved to be too great for the lines and cables
to withstand and the forward lines parted, Before the
ship's headway could be stopped, the pontoons swung broad-
side and parted the other lines holding it fast, Both
pontoons started drifting towards the beach, travelling

with wind and sea. .

“"The LST was turned and maneuvered so as to pass a
line to the Sea Bees still aboard the pontoons, The wind,
sea and light draft of the ship made maneuvering difficult;
nevertheless a heaving line was passed, but before a
hawser could be run out and made fast the wind carried it
amay, The pomtoons had drifted very close to the surf by
this time and it was considered too great a risk to the
ship to contime the chase, A nearby invasion craft was
contacted and the craft made several unsuccessful attempts
to place a line on the pontoons,

"The pontoons finally drifted into the surf but
the invasion craft at last got a line fast and started
towing them to a deeper water., While towing them out
the tow line parted several times, The connecting links
and chains holding the pontoons together, started breaking
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"~ from the motion of the heavy swells, %“hen the pontoons
had finally been towed into deeper water the LST was
maneuvered close to the pontoons under difficulty. A
,part of this difficulty was due to the fact that the
alding invasion craft and the pontoons. had separated
and were drifting in different directions. Contributary
factors were the wind and the sea and the close proximity
of shoal water. At last the pontoons were Secured and
the long runback to the landing beach was started,

"The wind abated slightly and it was possible -
to take advantage of this lull and bring the LST around
into the wind so as to maintain a course farther off
shore. But it was impossible to beach the pontoons
properly so the LST was anchored and the pontoons moored
astern. .

"Later the pontoons were brought alongside and
rigged for beaching. At last we were underway and
gproached the beach at standard speed. When the LST
grounded, the pontoons surged forward and grounded at
the proper location. We then proceeded unloading
vehicles, 4

: . "The last vehicle went off and we were ready to
start unloading other cargo, Unloading this cargo was
made difficult because at the inshore end of the pontoons
the water was two feet deep, It was decided to construct
a rough pler running from the end of the pontoons to the
beach. Plenty of rough lumber had been carried for
dunnage and some of it was used to construct the pier.
‘The pier was soon completed and material commenced flow-
ing across it immediately. R. A. F. personnel, assisted
by various members of the ship's crew, unloaded the entire
cargo without any outside assistance,

" "While engaged in the towing, beaching and unload-
ing operations, enemy planes were overhead a good portion
of the time., For the most part they were kept fairly high
by the AA fire from our own guns, fire from destroyers and
cruisers and also by Allied fighting pPlanes. General
quarters were sounded at an average of once and hour during
this period, )

: "One Axis medium bomber, recognized as a JU-88 was
sighted approaching our port bow quarter--altitude about
3000 feet. We opened fire imnediately. No hits were scored
but the anti-aircraft fire caused this Plane to alter course

. Yo our port. This bamher dropped a stick of bombs which
landed nearby. No damage was done to the ship and no
casualties resulted, . .
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: "The position of our ship on the beach made us
less liable to attack than the tramsports, Our ship's
position was at right angles to the shore line and high
samidunes, thus presenting a very small target, This 4
condition enabled us to surprise several bomber pilots 4
wh:twere apparently too intent on getting at the trans- Ty
ports., - :

"e held cur fire until two light bombers passed B
our port side flying low, heading for the.transports., The :

- planes presented us with a fine target. We opened up with
all available guns. When last seen, one of those planes
was on fire and losing altitude. Another plane flew past

. our starboard side parallel to the ship, flying at about ]
forty foot altitude, The M's opened fire on this cne. ‘1
About 75% hits were observed, Sparks started flying from |
this plane and it .lost altitude and crashed into the sea, ,

#Still another plane approached at a 45 degree
angle to the bow of the LST, starboard to port. We ]
opened fire and obtained 90% hits, The plane burst into ,
flames and crashed ashore, During this period, ship's y
personnel were hazarded by anti-aircraft-shells bursting :
close aboard and sending shrapnel about the decks, - 3

"After unloading, we received orders to come along-
side of another transport. As soon as the lines were made
fast the transport started loading us with howitzer shells
and small caliber ammmition. Then we were ordered to the

beach again.

"About five minutes after we cleared the beach we .
heard & low-flying plane approaching., This plane came k
+ from inland, apparently using the road as a guide. The }
plane dropped four bombs in the water at the exact spot
where the IST had been beached but five minutes earlier. -
The pilot evidently became enraged when he found his
target had disappeared. He turmed, strafed the beach and 3
pontoons, and disappeared into the night, : : ]

"while this attack was in progress the steering 1
engine on the LST developed trouble, We proceeded as :
. quickly as possible, using the main engine to steer the
° ship, in order to place as much distance as possible be-
tween us and the spot being bombed. The anchor was let
go ten minutes later, We unloaded our cargo, and the
. LST backed off the beach and assumed guide for a convoy }
of IST's, . )

"Prior to and during the invasion a fine spirit 3
of cooperation was displayed by all officers and men }
attached to the IST-331, Working long hours, day after ]
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day, with very little rest, the seamanship, g-lmhery_",“ )
navigation, and ship handling, together with routine

work was carried on in a highly efficient and praise-
-worthy manner, .

"The engineer division also performed its share
of the duties connected with this operation in a very
commendable way, The main engines and various additional
mechanical units were operated very efficiently by the
Engineer Divisicn in spite of extremely trying conditions,."

LEONARD WOOD

LANDINGS AT SCOGLITTI
FIRST TQ ‘ The LEONARD WOOD was the first transport in the
ARRIVE, Scoglittl area to get her boats ashore, despite
DESPITE heavy seas. They arrived on Beach Yellow at
HIGH SEAS 0345, H-Hour having been postponed in that area

one hour, She experienced great difficulty in

swinging the tank lighters, It was particularly
difficult to load the vehicles with the boats surging alongside the
rolling ship, However, all handicaps were met, and the boatd sped
on to the shore, The troops left the boats as fast as the surge of
the craft and the surf allowed, and moved rapidly across the beach,

UNLOADING Some of the unloading was done under trying con-
UNDER ditions, For instance, one lighter broacheéd when
DIFFICULTIES - partially unloaded, and the men were unable to do
) anything about it, To make up for that handicap,
4 however, another tank lighter came in and was un-
5 il loaded rapidly, and then towed off the one that had broached, Another
%
1

v

L7}
ki

boat, loaded with a 40-mm gun and heavy ammmnition, and also the gun's
crew, broached due to lack of proper equipment for removing its cargo
expeditiously, Numerous attempts were made to save the boat, All
removable gear worth salvaging was removed and placed in a designated
location, Then during the dey as other boats broached to, coxswains
brought their gear to the designated place and left two men to watch
over their boats constantly, On the other hand, some boats did not
2eem to have too much trouble, They made their run to the beach, un-
loaded, backed off, and were successful in returning to the big ship

" for more troops and supplies,
UNHURT lany of the little boats, either because they were'
. GUNFIRE little or because they were lucky, escaped unhurt

even when pursued steadily by enemy gunfire. A
beach marking boat, from the LEONARD WOOD, set out

to mark channels for the IST's, LCI's, and other small craft that
were to land in that area, The beach-marking crew marked their first
channel with buoys. This channel was deep enough for the LST's,
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Another channel wae good only for the ICI's and smeller craft, The
1ittle party had completed their assignment there and were leaving
when they encountered gunfire, At first it was not too close, so
they continued their soundings. They bad to withdraw eventually
because the attack became too heavy to permit work., A shore battery
opened up on them later, so they immediately headed cut to sea, For
fifteen minutes the gunfire contimued to follew the little beach-
paridng boat, but never seemed to fall any closer to it than 35 yerds.

HIS BIG Chief Machinist's Mate George Drega, a veberan of
MOMENT pany years in the Coast Guard, later told in a

Imsky voice of his big moment of the war, It came

at Gela, Sicily., Off Sicily, the WOOD was under
constant bombardment for four days., LC's surged back and forth,day
and night, drawing fire with each new load of reserves and the wounded
as they hurried back, "Boy, we were getting iti" Drega said, "Bomd
misses, evesive tactics, the Navy doctors topside operating eighty-two . .
hours at a crack, This ship's had more operations than anything afloat,
barring hospital ships." I

OCCASIONAL - Drega's prize memory was of the,a.dmirai on a nearby

MISTAKES cruiser who yelled over the intership phone, "Cease

fire! Friendly planes overhead!" The enlisted man
' at the transport's fire-control statlon cried back,
"Friendly planes, hell! They're bombing usi" And the admiral, a .
reasonable man, said mrriedly, "Sorry, my mistakel" "Brother," Drega
reminisced dreamily, "that was somet i

GERMAN How the Germans reacted to defeat was described by
REACTION both officers and men of the WOOD as something right
TO_DEFEAT ' out of lein Kampf, Young officers of the Afirka

Korps and the elite Hermann Goering Division marched

' aboard in desert ‘caps and shorts, Nazi eagles and
full decorations, down to the last shoulder patch, gleaming in the
African sun, From the moment they hit the deck, they spent every
waking moment quoting their rights under the Geneva conventions, Ig-
noring senior officers, the Nazi Party members chose their own repre-
sentatives to make never-ending demands, "They didn't look like the
public's conception of them," said Lt. Comdr, Edward Allen, Jr., acting
executive officer. "No, sir, the Nordic superman was missing. No
Heidelberg scars. But there was no satisfying them, They were even
trying to tell me what pert of the deck they should be allowed to
exercise on. When I told them Sicily had been captured, they screamed,
'It's a 1lie! It's a liel'" . - :

. OFFICIAL FACTS AND FIGURES!

PREPARATIONS Upon her return to ihe United States in November,
1942, and until June, 1943, the WOOD was engaged
_ =89~ _ .
1. Fron the Ship's History, 30 September, 1945, tremsmitted by

H, C, Perkins, Commanding Officer, to the Secretary of the Navy.
' : . S 1707
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in the training of embarked troops in the technique of amphibious
landing attack operations conducted with Army troops in Chesapeake
Bay, During this period major alterations and repairs were made
at the Norfolk Navy Yard, Portsmouth, Virginia,

OPERATIONS On 3 June, 1943, approximately 2,300 officers

and men of the 179th Regiment, 45th Division,

U, S. Amy, were embarked at Newport News, Virginia,
,and the ship sailed in convoy as part of Task Force 65, arriving on
22 June, at Mers-el-Kebir, Algeria, Preparations were made for the
amphibious attack on the island of Sicily. On 9 July, the WOOD took
her assigned position off Scoglitti, Sicily, and on 10 July, she
began unloading her assault group and equipment, The unloading was
completed on 12 July, and .although bombs from enemy airecraft landed
near the ship, she was not damaged during the operation. From the
landing operations at Sicily the WOOD returned to the United States
arriving at Newport News, Virginia, on 4 August, 1943, with 766
German prisoners of war .and 145 American casualties,

ACCOUNT OF LT, BLATR WALLISER, USCGR
Lieutenant Walliser was on the Coast Guard Trensport SAKUEL
CHASE during the landing at Gela, Sicily, He discusses many details
of the operaiion, particularly the difficulties encountered by the
small boats, )

PRAISE FOR Officers were unanimous in voicing praise for the

PERSONNEL personnel of the support boats which were success:

ful in providing gunfire, and also acted as control

. and patrol vessels, For instance, the officer in
charge of the PA-12 expressed special commendation for the members of
the crew of that boat., Coxswain kartin E, Cranston and Engineer
James L, Nickel, he reported, were especially deserving of mention
and credit for their diligent work, initiative in action, and loyalty
to duty. They spent much extra time and effort in preparing the boat
for service and kept it in operation in spite of difficulties, Nickel
worked diligently on the trip to the line of departure to keep the boat
running, when it threatened to break down due to shipping water, water
in the oil, and a bent screw, Radarman Henry Levine was very consci-
entious and made a valuable contribution, Gunners liate Elbert Smelser
and Seamen Andrew deGomar and kaurice Williams were also deserving of
praise for their work, This officer voiced what many others thought
about their persomnel., Commander O'Neill praised the courage and de-
votion to duty throughout the operation of all the officers and men
as being "the highest order,"

LEGION OF For valiantly fighting his ship during severe enemy

KERIT FOR bombings, and successfully landing troops and equip-

CONMN.ANDER ment, Commander O'Neill was awarded the Legion of

O'NEILL Merit, His citation reads: "For exceptionally
=91~
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meritorious conduct in the performance of cutstanding services to
the Govermment of the United States as Commanding Officer of the
USS LEONARD WOQOD during the amphibious invasion of the Island of
Sicily, Valiantly fighting his ship during severe enemy bombings,
Captain 0'Neill successfully landed troops and equipment and
brought the LEONARD WOOD through this engagement umscathed, By
his expert seamanship, fine tacticel skill and heroic devotion to
duty, ho contributed materially to our success in this vital
operation,”

FINE SEAMANSHIP General Eisenhower, on July 17, reported to
FRAISED General M¥arshall: ®e---All the initial in-

vasion moves were carried out smoothly, and an

astonishing lack of resistance was encountered
on the shoreline, Captured Italian generals say we secured com-
plete surprise. The airborne operations, which were exscuted about
three hours ahead of the landing, were apparently the first real
notice the defernders had of what was coming. Our parachutists and
the British glider troops got fairly well into their positions in
spite of very high winds and bad navigating conditions., The land-
ings on the east coast were not greatly troubled by the weather,
but the 45th and 1st Divisicns had an extremely bad surf., Admiral
Cumningham told me that he considered the United States Navy land-
ing operations, under Admiral Kirk (with the 45th Division), to be
one of the finest examples of seamanship he had ever witnessed.”
(See Marshall Report, 1945).

"I was a member of a crew of Coast Guardsmen
which spent: three deys shuttling back and forth from
the LEQONARD WOOD to the Sicilian Beach under almost
constant fire, We brought troops and supplies ashore
and we brought prisoners back, We operated a two way
service, And I spent two days on the island because
ay barge was in no condition, after one of the trips,
to take me back to my ship., In fact, it just wasn't,

. ®The night we hit the Sicilian coast was a
black cne, Most of the crew of the LEONARD WOOD, were
in good spirits, We had beem through fire before and
knew just about what to expect, We had been among the
first to umload troops in Africa, And now we were to
have one of the spots of honor off Siecily, :

*The enenmy wag caught flatfooted at .first, It
wasn't until our soldiers had advanced a full two hundred
yards onto the island that action started, But them the
shells came, The night wasn't so dark after that, Flares
and tracers 1it up the beach like Times Square in the old
days. I could have read a magazine--if I had been interested
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in reading a magagine at the time, American ships were
shelling the German and Italian lines and they in turn
were dropping mortars on ours, And, to make it even more
cogy, Nazi planes were strafing from all directions,

"The American soldiers were wonderful, I was
dammed proud to be on the same team with them., They were
scared alright., But they weren't yellow, They didn't
want to fight--but they fought, They hit that beach guts
first and scattered the enemy in hand-to-hand combat., The
Germans ran and the Italians surrendered, One of my ship-
mates, Abby Meyer, ie of Italian descent and he was able
to converse with the It#3dan prisoners fairly well, He
had a heck of a time convincing them that Norfolk and Hew
York hadn't been bombed to rubble, They certainly had been
told some pretty fancy tales,

"The two days I spent on the beach was fun, I was
with Abby and two soldiers. We were entertained by the
natives and shot at by Nazi snipers., The Italians were
glad to see us and gave.us wine and food., We borrowed a

,  horse and buggy 'and made a round of the rendezvous. In
Chicago we called them saloons. As we were about to enter
one place, snipers shot at us and we ran like the devil,
We ran into a party of well armed American soldiers and
together we wiped out the hidden Nasis,

"fbby and I finally got a 1ift back to our ship
and were assigned to another barge. Our ship, of all the
fleet, had the most barges return and we were scuttling all
over the Mediterranean Sea unloading ships which hadn't
been as fortunate.®”

MEDICAL FACILITIES

Medicel plans for the Sicilian cperations were most elaborately
drawn up, As a matter of fact, the facilities proved to be much
greater than needed, For the seriously wounded, 17 base hospitals
in the Mateur-Tunis-Bizerte region were provided, with a capacity of
8,250 beds, On the spot were two United States and three British
bospital ships and four British hospital carriers, with a total
capacity of 1,445 stretcher and 1,140 ambulatory cases,

Transports were equipped to handle casualties, The Scoglitti
trensports could accommodate 1,945 stretcher and 4,820 ambulatory
cases, having on board 95 medical and 13 dental officers and 429
corpsmen, The Gela transports, with 49 medical, seven dental officers
and 211 corpsmen, could handle 817 stretcher and 2,055 ambulatory
cases. 'At Idcata, the IST's were equipped to accommodate casualties,
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Ordinarily there would be ome officer to every four or six IST's,
with a corpsman on each, A pool of 52 medical officers and 250
corpsmen were organized from which ome medical officer and five
medical corpsmen were assigned to each IST not already having a
medical officer. Thus, 72 IST's were equipped to handle emergency
casuslties and to tramsport them to more suitable quarters. Only
the more serious cases were transferred to base hospitals at
Bizerte and Oran, ‘

RESULTS_ACHTEVED

During the first ten days of July 1943, Allied Air Forces
subjected Sicily and Italy to continuous and devasteting raids,
On July 10, British, Canadian, and American troops landed along
a 100-mile front in Sicily and began a swift advance up both coasts.
Having secured their bridgeheads, Allied forces made good progress
on the 10th and 11th, ' On the 12th, a communique revealed, the
following towns were captured: Syracuse, Avola, Nota, Pachino,
Rosolini, Ispica, Pogzallo, Scoglitti, Gela, and Licata, The
occupation of Syracuse by the British gave the Allies one of the
best harbors in the Mediterranean, In spite of bitter opposition,
they succeeded in placing more than half of the island under Allied
control before the end of the month, The Allies took large numbers
of Axis prisoners, mostly Italians, Thirteen days after the in-
vasion began, they captured Palermo, capital of Sicily, Mussolini.
resigned on July 25, and Harshal Badoglio became Prime Minister.

Between 5,000 and 6,000 prisoners were taken through July 12..
Among those reported captured was Gemeral Achilles D'Avet, commander
of the 206th Italian Coastal Division, and his entire headquarters.
The Division was seid to have been almost entirely eliminated.
Reported killed in action on the 1lth was Lt, General Enrico
Frencicisci of the Fascist Militia, Allied casualties were reported
to be light to that date, -

Naval operations in the invasion of Sicily were carried out by
more than 3,000 warships, merchantmen, shipping vessels and crdft
of all types - the largest armada ever assembled, Participating in
the operations, in addition to the United States and the Royal British
Navy were units of the Royal Indian and of the Dutch, Polish, and
Greek Navies. Admiral Sir Bertram Ramsey was Naval Commander, with
Vice Admiral Henry K. Hewitt as Commander, United States Naval Forces.
Both were under the command of Admiral Sir Andrew Browne Cunningham,
Comnander in Chief of the Mediterranean.

~ According to press reports, the ememy general in titular command
of Sicily was General Alfredo Guzgzoni, Commander in Chief of the 6th
Italian Army, Guzzoni, a veteran officer, aged 63, had led the :
Ttalian invasion of Albamia in 1939. In 1941 he was dismissed, when
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the Fascists shoc';k up' the high cormand, and retnmed shortly before
the invasion of Sicily. + - _ .

In the early stages of the invasion, no contact was made with
enony surface forces, On the night of the 12th, however, one of 3
our flotillas of MIB's operating in the Strait of Messina engaged two 1
ensny E-boats, which were set ablaze and driven ashore, Signs of in- 1
creased U-boa% activity were reported om the 14th, but it was said ‘
that "counter measures had been highly successful and disheartening
to the enemy.® Throughout the operations, our ships were subjected

» to bombing attacks by Axis aircraft,
. : . . 4
Allied ships did not confine their activities to the intricate
. and complicated task of tramsporting and landing troops, wvehicles,

guns and other equipment, Cruisers and destroyers silenced many

- coastal batteries that opened fire om our assault boats -as they went
into the beaches. The surrender of Pozallo was accepted by the
commanding officer of a destroyer during the early afternoon of the
11th, American warships supported the troops by shelling tank
formetions behind Gela, the airfield at Pente Olivo, and enemy
divisions at Porto Empedocle, HNaval guns also fired om the port of
Augusta and bombarded Catania airfield in the early hours of July
131'-11. ’ ' ' .

‘ The Allied air forces played a vital part in preparing the way for
ths invasion and in providing a fighter umbrella for the landings, and
continued to give close support to the ground troops and to bomb enemy
airfields, communications and truck transport. On July 3, air opera-
tions in preparation for the invasion were intensified, and on the 6th
activity on an even greater scale began., The main weight of bombs

were directed at strategic ememy airfields in Sioily, although com-
munication and supply targets were also heavily attacked, At least
once a day, from July 6 to 9, the important airdromes at Gerbini,
Biscari, Comiso, and Sciacca were thoroughly bombed from the air, ]
Gerdbini and its satellite fields were hit with the heaviest weight of 3
bozbs, approximately 1,000 tons being dropped in the course of the -
four days' operations. Also heavily hit during that period were the 4
‘airdromes at Milo, Boriszo, and targets &t Palermo, Lucca, Caltanissetia,
Marsala, Porto Empedocle, Possall¥, Avola, Nota, San Padlo, and
Palasszola. During daylight on the 9th, about 15 Liberators of the

Ninth United States Air Force dropped more than 50 tons of bombs on the
Axis command headquarters at the resort of Taormina on the east coast

of Sicily., The San Domenico Hotel, in which the enemy headquarters

was housed, and the general post office; in which were concentrated all
commmication facilities, were reported demolished by & series of direct
nu. . T '

Preliminary figures showed that 52 Axis planes were destroyed in
air operations over and around Sicily from the night of July 5th
through the day of Jply 9th, while 32 Allied planes were lost, During
a daylight raid on the 8th, enewy planes machine-gunned our crews who
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had parachuted from their planes, On the 10th, bombers atitacked
enemy airdromes still in operation, communication points and trans-
port concentrations, Preliminary figures indicated that during the
course of the day Allied planes flew approximately 2,000 sorties
over the island, . i

On the 12th, Allied fighters contimued their protective sweeps
over our shipping and troops., Two. enemy merchant vessels were sunk
by our aircraft and two destroyers were left burning in the Tyrrenian
Sea on the same day, Fighter-bombers continued their attacks on
troop columns, truck transports and lines of communication. The
principel Allied bombing activity on the 12th was directed against
airfields and ports on the Italian mainland which vere strategically
important to the operations in Sicily, Approximately 100 Liberators
of the Ninth United States Air Force dropped more than 350 tons of
bombs on the ferry slips and marshalling yards at Reggio Calabria
and San Giovanni, the Italian terminal of the supply ferry to Lessina,
No fighter opposition was offered but anti-aircraft fire was heavy.

Also on the 12th, Liberators for the third successive day attacked
the important mainland airfield at Vibo Valentia, on the toe of Italy.
The Lontecervino airfield, southeast of Naples, was also raided on the
12th, Preliminary estimates showed that during the period from the
night of the 9th through the day of the 12th, 118 Axis planes were
destroyed over Sicily and Italy as against 50 Allied planes lost.

Photo reconnaissance showed that the enemy had slightly more than 300

fighters in Sicily. Seven of the 25 airdromes still in enemy possession

_were not serviceable, The Allies had captured approximately 12 airdromes,
including the important fields at Ponte Olivo and Comiso.

On July 16, President Rcosevelt and Prime Kinister Churchill, in
a joint statement, told the Italian people that they would have to de-
cide whether they would make an "honorable capitulation" to superior
military forces, or suffer the conseguences of the "tragic devastation
of war," Emphesizing the armed might of the United Nations and their
determination to destroy the principles and leaders of Nazism and
Fascism the message concluded:s "The time had come for you to decide
whether Ttalians shall die for lussolini and Hitler--or live for
Italy and for civilization." Millions of ‘leaflets bearing the message
were dropped over the Italian mainland, and United Nations' radio-
transmitters broadcast the messege to Italy.

The Battle of Sicily had two major phases, The first ended July
23rd, with the Americans' capture of Palermo and the sudden collapse
of Italian resistance in the western part of the island, With
¥ussolini's resignation as Premier of Italy, on July 25, there followed
a brief period of reduced activity while Italy's immediate surrender
to the Allies seemed possible. By the end of July the campaign had
been resumed in full force against the three German divisions remaining
in the northeast cormer, )
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The enemy resisted stubbornly almost to the end, exploiting
every advantage of the terrain and every tactical device to impede
our progress, After three weeks he yielded to the pressure achieved
by our combined zround, sea, and air forces. On August 17, 38 days
after the initial landings in Sicily, lessina was occupied, and the

Battle -of Sicily drew to a close with the Allies' conquest of the
island complete. ,

"ATTITUDE OF THE ITALIAN PEOPLE -

As soon as the word had spread around that the Americans were
in, the Italian people started showing up from cellars all over the
place, Those who couldn't walk were carried out., American doctors
would arrive and start ministering to the wounded. Everywhere scenes
were enacted, both dramatic end poignant, One woman was wounded in

" the leg and also had a nasty gash on her face, Another woman showed -

up with a baby about four or five months old or younger that was
badly burned on its arms, Everybody was talidng et once, trying to
show thanks that the Americans had driven out the Germans,

One American combet photographer was starting to leave after
having taken pictures when some little boys gave him the Fascist
salute, "I turmed to them," he related, "imitating the Fascist
salute, said, 'not cum se,' and then giving the old American 'hy-
ya, babe' salute, said 'cum sa!' The people arcund me applauded
actually and there was more kissing of my hands, It was touching
indeed if anything ever was," - ’

There is good reason to believe (unfortunately the complete
story cannot yet be told because of military security) that Anglo-
American pamphlets, spread among the German-Italian troops in Tunisia
and Sicily by the millions, contributed not a little to the quick
Allied victories in those two campairms., For instance, one captured
Italian general threw up his hands and said: "I could do nothing to
maintain morale of my men when they were plustered with hundreds of
your leaflets every day." What made the leaflets so effective, he
admitted, was that his men believed them,

Thousands of Italian soldiers in Tunisia and Sicily-came over
to our lines, bearing an Allied leaflet, on one side of which was
printed a safe-conduct. The leaflet warfare, to be sure, was more
successful with the war-weary Italian troops than with the Germanms.
Yet, surprisingly enough, some of the Germans also were far from
immne. In one sector, 65 of the first 100 German prisoners taken
had copies of our leaflets on them, even though the German command
severely punished any soldier who did not immediately surrender
them to his superior officer. Germans, however, were hard to win

~over, The leaflets were aimed mostly at the Italians,

Y .
The success of the leaflets, of course, depended cn how they

were worded. Various appeals were made in the Italian-language
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pamphlets, The most successful undoubtedly was to drum it into the
Italian soldiers that ithey had a choice of "dying with the Germans
or living with us,” One of the most successful leaflets began: :
nITALIANS! You must choose now--TO DIE FOR THE GERNANS or COME OVER
TO US." There followed a few lines telling of how many Italians were
arriving in our lines, that they would be sent to America, and that
after the war they would be returned to their "fiancees, wives, and
children,” This leaflet ended: “"Put an end to the Comedy. Throw

" down your arms, and COiiE OVER TO US," . ’

; Another effective pamphlet emphhisized the same appeal from a
somewhat different angle, It began: "DO YOU WANT TO DIE VITH THE
GERIANS OR LIVE WI-H US?" There then followed a list of Italians
yho have joined our lines," The leaflet went on to asks "Do you
recognize some friends among these Italians?" It then explained:
nSeveral of these have found parents and friends who had‘emigrated
to America, Private de Santis Giuseppe of Via Caoo lionte, Clcerale,
Salerno, was actually captured by his father. Bersagliere Nonaco
Carmelo of Via Vontano 49, Valverde, Catania, was taken prisoner by
his brother. lore than 3,000 Italjans have come over to us Americans
vees They have preferred life with us to death with the Germans,
DO AS THEY DO!" .

One leaflet was addressed to Italian sailors manning ships
carrying German reinforcements for North Africa or preparing to
evacuate German persomnel. It asked why the Italian sailors should
gsacrifice themselves end their ships for the Germans., It was a
time when one out of every two ships that crossed the Sicilien
Straits was being lost, Those leaflets must have struck a very
responsive chord in the heart of many Italian sailors,

Kind treatment, radio and leaflet barrages all did their share
in winning the Italians, who apparently didn't ask for anything
better than to be on our side, In one town the Americans saw no-
body but one old woman who had come out of a house cellar to watch
them., There was & ravine there that led out of the town and there
was a small opening in the side of the hill, A little boy came
‘out of the opening and in a few minutes he was followed by several
others, It went on that way until there were about 250 people

along a path that led from the small hole., They had been living

in caves all together to get out of the terrific pounding it had
been necessary to give the town in order to get the Germans out,
When the Americans arrived, it was the first time the Italians had
dared to venture out.into the daylight for days. There were tears
in their eyes as they recognized the men as Americens, Old men
kissed the hands of the service men, 0Old women hung on the boys'
arms and cried. Some of the Americans felt helpless, for there was
nothing they could do at the moment, However, medical treatment
was an immediate benefit. -And:later, the Italian people were to
have more food when their fisheries were reopened. Three Coast
Guard officers had charge of the program to aid in feeding the
Italians by restoring the fishing industry. :
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.~ COAST GUARD OFFICERS RE-ESTABLISH SICILY FISHERIE_S.A

. The task of reactivating fishing was entrusted to three
drericen Coast Guard officers who composed the fisheries division
of the Agricultural sub-commission of the Allied Control Commission
in Italy, The trio were Cormander William H. Labrot of Annapolis R
Maryland; Lieutenant B, C, F. Kulieri, Charleston, South Carolina;

and Lieutenant Claiborne Pell, of New York,

With United States Naval authorities at Palermo, who were
avare of the critical food shortage and wanted to be of help, the
Coast Guardsmen drafted a new set of regulations patterned after
the control measures exercised by the Port Captains in the States,
As a matter of fact the issuance of licenses, permits, identifica-
tion cards, etc, was left to the Capitano Di Porto, the Ttalian
Captain of the Port. . c. :

The rehabilitation.of the Italian fishing industry was a
complex problem for like any other industry it is dependent on.
others, War had either completely or partially destroyed facilities
or it was currently doing so, but everything possible was done to
increase the food supply. : :

In that sense imprcvising became an art, When an anchor was
lacking, a huge stone was never out of reach as a substitute, A
dock barricaded by barb wire became a busy fish market, and rulti-
colored push carts took the Place of trucks in delivery of fish to
the retail trade, ‘

The restoration of commercial fishing in practically all
Sicilian waters went a long way toward changing the diet of the
people of this Lediterranean Island, Once again the Pescivendoli
sang their wares in the streets of Palermo, where the United States
Coast Guerd officers re-established fisheries,

~ Pane and Pasta -- bread and spaghetti -- the principal com-
ponents of the Sicilian menu, were tco costly and too scarce, A
kilogram of bread sold for itwice as mch as a soda jerker was able,
to earn in a day, and pasta was dearer still, Fish, too, had been
beyond the average reech, but with a greater influx of the product,
the price came tumbling downward,

The news concerning the resumption of cormercial fishing spresd
rapidly. Motor craft, not unlike the shrimp boets of the Atlantic
Coast of the United States » Put to sea on the same day the new
regulations went into effect and returmed the next morning heavily
loaded with a variety of pescatorial food. '

Awaiting them were more than 200 fish vendors, They stampeded

the dock and the decks of the boats, - Characteristically--a'la
Siciliana--the auctioning of the fish reached a tumltuous Symphony
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of voices accompanied by the expressive motions of hand and face,
On the scene was & colorful auctioneer who could have put to shame
his counterpart of the tobacco markets in North Carolina, but his
gservices were of no value, The pescivendoli, in fighting their way
to the boats, did all but push him overboard. Such scenes repeated
themselves daily and the number of motor craft which put to sea for
a day and a night of fishing steadily increased,

For hundreds and hundreds of Sicilians in the industry--from
Princes with a dozen or so of names to the lowly pescatore, who
couldn't even write their one and only given name--the resumption
- of fishing activities was a double barrelled event: more food and
a job, And for the housewife and her entire family it became some-
what of a salvation if the high cost of pane and pasta were to re-
‘'main at the high level. -

The three Coast Guard officers also completed a survey of
certain parts of Continental Italy to recommend, where possible,
the partial or complete resumption of commercial fishing to help
reduce the bread lines which were ever present every evening at
dusk, ) '

MERCHANT MARINE The kerchant Larine Inspectors of the United

INSPECTION States Coast Guard played a very important part
PLAYS PART in seeing that all ships, with the exception of

transports operated by the Navy, carrying

' American troops and supplies, were in. seaworthy
condition ané properly manned, In its capacity of Technical
Adviser to the Water Transportation Corps of the United States
Army, the Coast Guard inspected practically all ships, American
and foreign, leaving United States ports with American troops on
bosrd, The purpose of this inspection was to mzke sure that
vessels were in seaworthy condition and that the lifesaving, fire-
fighting and  safety equipment on board the vessel for the protection
of the troops and crew were.in good condition and reedy for immediate
use, Lifeboat and fire drills were conducted by the Coeast Guard
larine Inspectors to maké sure that the crew members were familiar
with the use of the equipment on board. These inspectors also saw
to it that each and every person on board was equipped with a life
preserver of a type avproved by the Coast Guard, Hence, practically
all troop ships carrying American troops from the United Stetes ports,
as well as all United States merchant vessels which took part in the
invasion had been-inspected and approved by the Coast Guard,

PATHWAY T0 . The end of the Sicilian campaign ceme with the fall
EUROPE . of kessina on August 17, 1943. The same day, the
AHEAD . "islands of Lipari, 35 miles north of lessine, and

Stromboli, 50 miles north, surrendered to a United
States Naval expedition,. ané with ther went contirol of the Aeolien
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Islands., ‘Now the pathwey
only the narrow Strait of Messinc to cross, .-
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to Europe led up the long leg of Italy, with '

; ’
-~-=- On September 2, 1943, the Allies landed on the toe of the
Ttalian mainland. These were the first Allied forces to invade the
continent of Europe. "History will always remember this day as the
beginning of the answer to the prayer of the millions of liberty-
loving human beings not only in these conquered lands but all over the
world," said- President Roosevelt. = - - )

On September &, en armistice was signed with Italy and put into
effect with the first landings in the Naples area. Italian leaders
appealed to the Army, and Navy chiefs to cease hostilities against the
Allied nations, Under the terms of the unconditional surrender that

- followed, the Italian Fleet went over to the Allies,

By sundown of ilednesdzy, September 8, the Salerno invasion fleet
passed Cap d'Orlando, Sicily, and headed straight for the Gulf of
Salerno. H-hour was 0330 on the morning of September 9.

Ahead of the invasion fleet moved the minesweepers, pathfinders
of the invasion, With supreme impudence they entered Salerno Gulf
an hour after midnight to begin their damgerous task of clearing the
water of the extensive minefields. An hour leter the transports and*
Weiting warships received the signal that the bay was swept, the
water clear., (In the northern area the sweepers swent up or exploded
20 mines during the assault and 135 in the first four days).

The night was oppressive. Not a breeze rippled the still water.
The landing craft loaded with hot, sweating men, circled while waiting
for the signal to go in. .

And then, fifteen minutes before H-hour, the silence was ripped to
tatters as the bombzrdment destroyers opened fire on the beaches in
concentrated salvos. With that, the waiting German artillery ashore
screamed back in fiery defiance as it loosed heavy-shelled 88s over the
water, The destrovers and gunboats moved in closer and stepped up .
their fire, Five minutes before H-hour the rocket boats flared their
whistling projectiles, newest addition to modern warfare, Small craft
added mortar fire. It waes as if all the fires of Vesuvius had been
freed, Now, a mimite and half before the landing craft were due to
touch beach, every craft within range doubled the fiery bedlam with.
small rockets, machine gun and rifle fire to clear the beaches for the
seaborne troops., . ;

On split-second timing the assault wave went in, The bows of the
landing craft grated on sand, jolted and stopped, Down crashed the
ramps and over them charged the first of Lieutenant General kark Clark's
Fifth Army. :

To those first waves of first assault troops, the beaches seemed
clear o6f the enemy. Some areas were not even marred by the black web
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of barbed wire, kine-detecting squadsd felt their way ahead with their
round, flat, 1ily-pad detectors, like humped, biped anteaters, clearing’
paths through the mines and marking them with white tape, In came the
DUKW's, the amphibious trucks, light artillery; more landing craft
grated to a stop on the steep beaches, For five minutes after the first
soldier stepped ashore the landing was unepposed

Then the Germans in their well—hidden pillboxes and gun positions
ovened up., They had been waiting, They weren't surprised by this Z
invesion, They bad simply been waiting for the moment when the beaches
were full, when it wes unnecessary to aim to find a target. .

Machine guns and rifles chattered, spit and snarled from positions
150 yards behind the waterline, and, beyond these, belched 88-mm, and
larger shells from German tanks and pillboxes. One shell struck a land-
ing craft and it sank in a geyser of splinters, gray paint and water,
The troops dug in, balked by the mobile artillery of the tanks, Then,
instead of the blast of guns, there were louder explosions where the -
tanks had been wheeling and firing, Their position had ‘been relayed
to the destroyers three miles out in the bay, salvo after salvo shattered
the steel monaters.

More troops came in under. the covering fire of the destroyers. The
beachhead widened; in some places the assault thrust inland es deep as a
mile, The cruisere' guns joined the deetroyer fire, reaching out ahead
of the driving infantrymen,

In four hours thé troops had pushed in to Paestum, behind.the creep-
ing naval barrage., They held a length of the coastal highway and were
forcing the Germans into the hills of Mount Soprano. Dawn arrived, con-
cealed by the glare of shell fire, until suddenly it was daylight, and
with it the German shell fire from the heights inland began blasting
the beaches, Three German tanks came within 200 yards of the foxholes
into which the beach parties and shore engineers had driven and started
shelling' the transport erea, Casualties began to mount, An urgent
signal was sent to one of the other beaches for a boat to evacuate the

T wounded, but it was sunk by enemy fire before it could reach the beach,
e Seaman 1st Class Andrew Allardi, USN, took off his clothes and swam'out
M to the shelled boat to help the wounded crew ashore,

¥ o Now the Luftwaffe appeared to make. the agony supreme, sweeping

s N in from the sea in lightning attacks to aim heavy bombloads on the
B ships ‘at anchor, and blasting the beaches with loads of 1light fragmenta-
A B tion bombs that exploded a rain of needle pointed steel on the men and

the stacks of equipment that lined the beaches.

News that Italy Ead surrendered uncondltionally seemed somehow
terribly unimportant, _

&
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l’mo and the Squthemn Attack Force.
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STRONG, . When the Allies landed at Salerno, on September 9,

GERMAN RESISTANCE 1543, the Germans were there awaiting the invasion
1 . forces. This was not due to any prescience on
YTALIAN SURRENDER Marshal Kesselring's part. He knew that the beach-

’ : : head at Salerno was at the effective limit of

' - Allied fighter range from Sicilian bases and had
made plans accordingly. tThe result was a bitter and bloody battle, which,
as it happened, the Allies won only by the skin of their teeth, The.
Italian battlefield was of our choosing. But once the fighting in Italy
began, the Germans gave every indication that Italy was too great a stra-

" tegic and political prize to be allowed to go by default. The surrender

of Marshal Badoglie's govermment, the day before, did not prevent the
Germans from offering strong resistance to our troops in the Salerno area
of Italy. - : :

LANDINGS ARE MADE At about 0L0O, on September 9, units of the United

IN HOTLY ' . States Fifth Army together with British and Canadian
CONTESTED AREA forces, under the protection and cover of the Royal

Navy and the United States Navy, landed on the

. Italian mainland in the Naples area, The landings
were made along the rim of Salerno Bay, some forty miles southeast of
Naples. United States forces disembarked scuth of the Sele River, seven-
teen miles south of Salerno. British units disembarked north of the river,
Rangers and Commandos also landed between Amalfi and Maiori, west of Salermo.
Troops, guns, and vehicles were disembarked according to schedule despite
enemy air attacks on the convoys. Movement inshore at some points was
delayed by a large number of mines, which had to be cleared by minesweepers,
and on same beaches considerable opposition was encountered. Coast artil-
lery also opposed the landings. - In opposing the landings around Salerno,
the Germans had the advantage of strongly prepared positions and artillery
emplacements. Secretary of Navy Knox described the establishment of the
beachhead as the most hotly contested which landing American troops had
ever made. In addition to the prepared posifions on the beaches, the
Germans were entrenched in hills overlooking the coastal plain area in
which the fighting took place; ' i ' : ’ .

PRE~-INVASION For several weeks before the Fifth Army invasion,
PREPARATIONS - , Allied air forces had pounded road and rail com-

BY ALLIED munications in the Naples area., On the night before
ATR FORCES . - the invasion, the rail yards at Battapaglia and

' . Ebold were hit with a total of about 170 tons, and
- .~ 160 tons were dropped on the roads leading to the
beaches at Salerno. On the day of the invasion and every day thereafter,
Allied bombers of all types continued their efforts to tie up the rail and

~road system supplying enemy troops in the Naples area, Among the targets

- were Sapri, the Lagonegro-Auletta road, Potensza, the Corletto-Auletta road,

the Benevento-Ariano area, Formia, Mignano, and Isernia. In.contrast to
Axis air activity over the Salerno bridgehead, fighter opposition to these
Allied at.tack; was light, : Allied planes also continued to attack enemy
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. communications, t.:"oop movemei_ita, and gun positions in the southern part
of Italy. No enemy opposition was encountered in these operations.

COMBINED ’ . The Battle of Salerno was a combined operation,
OPERATION . in which the Allied armies gained their final

.victory through the exceptionally heavy support

. given them by the Allied Navies from the sea and
in the air. The task of the Allied Navies did not end with transporting
the Army safely to its destination. The entire force had to be covered
against possible attack from surface vessels and submarines and most of
the fighter protection in the air had to be given by the Fleet Air Arm
from aircraft carriers at sea. The assault was ordered to be "pressed
home, regardless of loss or difficulty," and it was emphasized that the
attack did not end with the arrival of the assault wave and the capture
of the beaches. It was upon the rapid follow up of reserves and the swift
landing of supplies by the Allied Navies that the Army relied to sustain
the attack and give it complete success,

THE JOSEPH T. DICKMAN AT SALERNO

ARRIVAL AT BEACHES On the morning of September 9, the JOSEPH T. DICKMAN,
IN GOOD WEATHER . commanded by Captain Richard J. Mauerman, USCG,

* landed assault troops on the 2nd Battalion Combat
‘ Team, 142nd Infantry, 56th Division, U. S. Army and
attached units, on Green Beach, Salerno Bay., In all, there were 81 officers
and 1,623 enlisted men in the Army group. Weather conditions were excellent
for lowering boats and ease of holding boats alongside. Little seasickness
occurred among the troops on the trip from ship to beach.

LOWERING Following the ships ahead in to the transport area,
OF BOATS . the DICKMAN passed the submarine beacon SHAKESPEARE
COMPLETED "+ at 2333 on the 8th, at the departure point. At 0002
IN ONE HOUR on the 9th, the DICKMAN stopped and drifted in her

designated transport area. An ICS(S) boat, with

. a scout officer, was lowered into the water at 0020
and departed for shore to locate Green Beach. The beach was found and
marked as planned without difficulty. The lowering of boats commenced at
0015 and was completed in an hour, with the exception of two boats that
were damaged., However, the boat teams that should have been rail loaded
in these two boats were expeditiously loaded at the White net and arrived
in the rendezvous area in time to go in with their wave. (The two boats,
in #1 starboard davit, upper and lower inside cradles, were damaged and
wedged in by the strong-back that fell across the upper boat when the
after davit arm dropped down, due to the breaking of the wire cable, This
davit was repaired and in working order prior to 1660 on D plus 1 day)e.
The third rail loading boat at §2 davit port side was delayed due to the
cable becoming jammed on the drum. This boat was loaded at Yellow net
port side.- No delay at the rendezvous area was caused by this boat.
Twenty-one ICVP's and two DUKW's were pre-loaded with boat team equipment
and rail loaded with troops. Eleven ICVP's were pre-loaded with equipment
and net loaded with personnel.
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PC-625 e TS Tha primary eont.rol vassal, PC-625, 1zd the first,
1B ' ~ three waves of boats from the rendezvous area,
L h ; passed the restricted area marker boat PC=542,

and proceeded on to the lins of departure. All
boats landed on t.ha correct beach in excellent line and well spaced,

but were ten minutes late in the scheduled time. This delay was due
to the fact that the primary control boat was held up behind by the

minesweepers. When the ramps of the first wave were lowered and troops

crossed the beach, heavy machine-gun, and H‘.E shell fire opened Upe

ENEMY FIRE Quick action by the DICKMAN's LCS(S) scout beach
DRIVEN OFF * o marker boat in firing a barrage of 3L rockets

caused a decided lull in the enemy's fire and

; : drew fire on the boat itself. This factor was
believed to have contributed much to the safe landing and retraction
of all boats in the assault waves. The secondary control boat PC-62L
departed from the rendezvous area on time with the fourth wave, but
for some unknown reason delayed going into the line of departure suf-
ficiently to make this wave one hour and fifty minutes late in scheduled
time. When this wave retracted, and while proceeding away from the
beach, a medium calibre HE shell struck the starboard side of the ramp
of a DICKMAN IMC(3) and exploded. Three of the boat's crew were wounded.
The boat returned to the DICKMAN but could not be used for the remainder
of the operation. A total of seven -members of the crew were wounded,

CONGESTION Later waves of boats carrying vehicles were not
ON BEACHES allowed to land immediately on the beaches by
SOLVED : the beachmasters because of machine-gun and artil-

lery fire, As a result there was much congestion

outside the line of departure by boats from all
the transports. The support boats acted as traffic boats and when the
beaches became tenable directed the boats to t he proper beaches., Captain
Mauerman reported that a faster and larger boat, about the size of an
SC-boat, would be better adapted for traffic control boats. At about
0100, on the 9th, Ceptain P, D. Matterson, British Royal Engineers,
Combined Operation Police Patrol 5, had arrived alongside from the HMS
M. SHAKESPEARE to act as beach pilot with a scout boat, That boat de-
parted and the beach pilot was placed aboard the Boat Group Commander's
boat, where he most ably gave advice and assistance in the guidance of
boats along the shore line and into the beaches. Three LCVP's and four
ICM(3)*s from the OBERON, two ICM(3)'s from the PROCYON, and eight LCM(2)'s
from the HMS DERWENTDALE, arrived alongside on time and were used to carry
priority vehicles into the beach, going in as the 6th, 7th, and 8th waves,

- All boats from other ships worked smoothly and without i.nterrupt.ion.

UNLOADING HINDERED ' Unloading of vehicles and cargo proceeded expedi-

BY ENEMY FIRE : tiously on September 9 and 10, and all unloading
IN HILLS PROCEEDS = was completed by 1600 on the second day. Much of

the unloading from boats was done by boats' crews,
Thirty men from the Port Battalion were sent to

the beach prior to noon on the 10th. The unloading

on the beaches seemed to be held up principally by the continuous shelling

of ths beaches fram artillery well hidden in the hills bohind the beach:as.
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Vehicles were again carried in #7 hold and lowered between decks, and ’

gasoline was placed in them at the time of the unloading, ' This caused

no delay and proved to be a great safety factor. The two ICVP's which

had been damaged and trapped in #1 starboard davit, were out of operation

entirely. But seven rudders and five propellers which had been damaged

were replaced. Boat handling by boat crews was excellent throughout

the operation. £ :

SALVAGE The DICKMAN's salvage boat, operating in the

WORK ' vicinity of Green Beach, assisted and floated many
boats and was able to keep the beach clear of
stranded boats., One unidentified sunken boat was

marked by an obstruction buoy. The salvage boat worked under artillery

fire from shore most of the time, Five DICKMAN boats were stranded on

the beach during the entire operation and all were recovered and im-

mediately placed in operation, : ‘

COM{UNICATIONS - Communications in general were goods No contact

‘ between Green Beach and the DICKMAN was established
) on the TBY because of damaged equipment on the

beach, The FM 609 between ship and shore worked very well, but was jammed

with too much traffic due to there being so many stations on the one fre-

quency. The TBY worked well on the shore-to-boat circuits, but the dis-

tance was too great and contact could not be made,

AREA - Three enemy bombers made an attack in the area at

REPEATEDLY 0743 on the 9th, and at 21,0 enemy bombers made
BOMBED _ another attack, but due to the heavy smoke screen

made by all the vessels and boats no bombs fell

; in the vicinity of the DICKMAN, At 0LY4S on the
10th, enemy planes attacked again and a smoke screen was laid by the
Allied ships, From 2240 to 2312 on that night, as transports were pre-
paring to depart, a large formation of enemy bombers lighted up the trans-
port area with vari-colored flares that apparently marked the limits of
the area., The transports were subjected to heavy bombing, Apparently no
vessel was hite One bomb fell 600 yards astern of the DICKMAN. All
vessels delivered a heavy barrage of anti-aircraft gunfire. Fire discipline
on the DICKMAN was good. During this operation friendly fighter protection
of the area was excellent, The DICKMAN's support boats patrolling the o
beach area fired at enemy planes over the beach, but there were no indica-
tions that any hits were mads,

CASUALTIES Fifty-seven casualties were evacuated from the beach

TREATED : and received treatment on board the DICKMAN, That
ABOARD number was well within the capacity of the ship.
THE DICKMAN e ' - o '

TWO MAIN ‘ "~ The Naval operations were composed of two main

FORCES forces —— the Western Task Force, and Forte "gw,
- The Western Task Force was divided into two — the -
Northern Attack Force and the Southern Attack Force,
Force "H" consisted of a large covering force of battle ships, aircraft
carriers, cruisers, and destroyers. The Northern Attack Force was under
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Commodore G. N. Oliver, R. N., in HMS HILARY. The Southern Attack Force
was under Rear Admiral John L. Hall, Jr., U. 8. N., in the USS SAMURL CHASE
Commander Roger C. Heimer, USCG, Force H" was under Vice Admiral Sir
Algernon Willis, R. N., in HES NELSON. Rear Admiral Sir Philip Vian, R. N.,
in Foroe "H" commanded the carriers which gave most of the fighter cover
over ships and beaches at the beginning of the assault. Rear Admiral
Richard L. Conolly, USN, in the USS BISCAYNE, volunteered to serve under
Commodore Oliver as a Task Group Commander though actually his senior in
rank, . ’ . : o ‘

NAPLES " The object of the Western Task Force was to land

' enough forces in the Gulf of Salerno to capture a
OBJECTIVE bridgehead for Naples and to secure the neighboring
, airdromes, Between Salerno and Agropoli, about

twenty miles south, the ground is faiily flat and
the river Sele runs roughly half way between the two. The Northern
Attack Force landed British troops and supplies from the north bank of
the River Sele to a point ten miles further morth and about three miles .
southeast of Salerno. The Southern Attack Force landed United States
troops and supplies along the beaches fram the south bank of the River
Sele as far as Agropoli, eight miles further south. Concurrently with
these two main landings, two snaller landings were made along the coast
wost of Salerno for the purpose of seizing important military objectives,
A Task Group, partly United States, partly British, and including the
gunboats SOEMBA and FIORES of the Royal Netherlands Navy, was assigned
the duty of occupying the islands off the Gulf of Naples — Ventotene,
Ponsa, Procigs, Ischia, and Capri. This Task Group was undsr Captain
Andrews, USN, in the US Destroyer KNIGHT. A Picket Group of sixteen
United States PT's under Lieutenant Commander Barnes, USNy was assigned
the duty of screening the vessels of the Western Task Force against
attack by enemy "E™ boats and other surface craft.

MINESWEEPERS _ In both the Northern and Southern Attack Force areas,

PRECEDE the first waves of landing craft, preceded by mine-
LANDING . sweepers escorted by destroyers, touched down on the
CRAFT beaches before },00 a.m. on September 9th. BExtensive

, minefields had been laid in both areas, and we in-

) curred casualties. Many mines exploded in the sweeps.
Frequently under heavy gunfire, the minesweepers did their work with their
habitual skill and gallantry, In.the Northern area, the sweepers swept or
exploded twenty mines during the assault and 135 in the first four days.

BEACHHEADS In spite of enemy activity in the air and on all the
. beaches, ths work of disembarkation continued. There
FIRSTDAY =~ - were casualties in ships, landing craft and personnel,

The orders that the assault was "to be pressed home
with relentless vigor, regardless of loss or diffi-

culty® was obeyed to the letter. The beaches were seiszed and held, in

spite of enexy gunfire and counter-attacks. Contact had been made almost
immediately with Germans, but despite strong opposition, the Allied troops
successfully established bridgeheads on the 9th, A diversionary force
captured Ventotene Island, about forty miles west of Naples, during the

morning. tho Italian garrison surrendered but, according to press reports,
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about ninety German troopa put up resistance before they were overcome,
By 1530 on the Sth, the airfield at Monte corvino, east ot Salerno, A
was in Allied hands. : , _

PORT OF On the ].Oth, Fifth mw troops continued to esta-

0 blish themselves ashore, beating off several
CAPTURED - German comnter-attacks. The port of Salerno

about thirty-five miles southeast of Naples, was

captured and steady progress was made inland,
Aecording to press reports, German tanks were in action near Salerno.
Other reports said that the German counter-attacks were broken up with
the assistance of naval vessels offahore, which pou.md ahells 1nto the
German ranks at closo range,

cmm As the SAMURL CHASE approached her dost.ination,

> the weather was fine and visibility was good, with 3
the moon high on her starboard quarter. The sea ]
was running Force 1, ideal for small-boat operations,

‘At 2315, HMS SHAKESPEARE was passed to starboard at point KING, and course

was changed to take position in the transport area. The CHASE stopped

her engines at 2350 and went to Condition Four at 0000 September 9, 1943

Huge fires and severe explosions could be seen in the vicinity of Salermo.

An intercepted German message read "Night reconnaissance aircraft reported

Allied shipping off Salerno at 0035B." . ‘ ,

b e bl

COMMANDER HEIMER SENT TO HEADQUARTERS THE FOLLOWING IETAIIS OF THE -

TRANSPORI 'S OPERATIONS AT SALERNO ;
LANDING At 0035, LCM #1 departed for the USS CARROLL to i
CRAFT . become part of their fourth assault wave., At 0130, ]
DEPART . .. 108's 13 and 31, and ICVP's 21 and 26 left the CHASE 3

to &scort 59 DUKW's to Red, Yellow, and Blue beaches
of the Casale Greco beach designated for this force.
To avoid losing any DUKW's, boards with luminous letteres to indicate the
beaches were mounted on the stern of the escort lead boats and.a simple

set of signals arranged. ‘
ARRIVE - At 0345, as heavy gunfire of small and large caliber

RIIDST was observed on the beaches assigned to her force, :
BBy the CHASE received word that the first wave of boats
I . had landed at 0340. At 0LOO, Wave-3 boats were

. lowered to proceed to the USS STANTON to became their

fourth wave, At 0500, heavy explosions were observed near the beaches,
presunably from mines. The Sweeper Group which had swept the transport

. area had then proceeded to sweep the boat lanes but was.forced to discon-
tinue until daylight because of the many small boats going back and forth,
Between 0500 and 0530, an attack in the traditional manner was made on
ships to the north. "Much AA fire was observed, _




U. S. SOLDIERS INVADING ITALY LINE THE RAIL OF A COAST GUARD-MANNED T
COMBAT TRANSPORT, WAITING THEIR TURN TO CLAMBER DOWN THE SIDE INTO o
THE LANDING BOATS THAT WILL TAKE THEM ASHORE k3
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TROOP . Troop disembarkation was completed by mid-morning, '
DISEMBARKATION At 0545, 0552, and 0600, the CHASE rail-loaded g =
LETED and lowered boats of Waves 1, 2, and 4 respectively.

Major General Walker, with 96 officers and 1,168

enlisted men, disembarked, Although light artillery
was shelling the beach and boat lanes, and boats had to proceed with cau-
tion due to floating mines, our boats landed at 0752, 0800, and 0805, A
dozen minutes before this, the ship had fired at a lone JU-88 reconnaissance
plane, However, troops were all landed with the exception of port platoon
-and commmunication personnel, by 1005, September 9.

-

CARGO Cargo unloading was begun at 0745, with but very few
UNLOADING boats available, Because of the lack of boats, un-
PROCEEDS loading had to stop for an hour at noon, At this
UNDER _FIRE - time, the CHASE was fifteen miles from the beach,

the vessel having drifted with the others from

its position in the transport area, Imn the morning,
machine-gun fire, floating mines, and light artillery fire on the beaches
and boat lanes delayed landing of LCT's, IST's, and small boats, As the
enemy tanks on shore opposed the assault, they were taken under fire
with shore gun emplacements by the fire support group. Thal evening,
at 1701, the monitor HIS ABERCROMEIE was observed to hit a mine and
settle somewhat by the stern., late in the afternocon, the CHASE began
moving in through the swept area and dropped anchor inshore, at 1948,
in the Gulf of Salerno.

CASUALTIES AND As the boats returned from the beach, they usually
PRISONERS : brought back casualties and prisoners. of war, These
BROUGHT ABOARD were brought aboard and placed in charge of the

' medical department. '
NO HELP : As the boats became available and unloading could
AVATIABIE contimue more rapidly, another factor interfered to
ON BEACHES glow the operation. There was no one on the beach

to help the boat crews in unloading their boats.

Rather, the crews had to manhandle each case or
can, carrying it from where they beached to a point well up on dry shore,
It was not until the morning of September 10 that they again received
assistance, This condition was & repitition of what had happened at
Gela, At 0400, on September 10, unloading operations had to cease due
to the congested beaches, All other ships had stopped before the CHASE,
At that time vehicles, gas, and oil were 100% unloaded, and ammmnition
was 90% unloaded, ,

UNLOADING IS The CHASE resumed unloading at 0700, this t.ime with
RESUMED ' ~ aid on the beach, The total cargo unloading time

was 25 hours, The ship's cargo was completely un-

loaded by 1330, The CHASE began to take boats
aboard, with the exception of those kept in the mter for despatch and
possible smoke-lying purposes. : ;

ENEMY PLANES Throughout lanﬂing operations s enemy planes were
TRY TO INTERFERE active, but unable to stop our unloading., During
. * the morning, about six FW-190's bombed and strafed

the beaches, These were first taken under fire
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by the CHASE. Fighter bombers returned again about 14,35. Meanwhile, '
our landing craft succeeded in carrying enormous amounts q_r cargo to

the beaches. . v

*WELL DONE® Cargo unloaded consisted of 88 vahicle&, all combat

FROM CTF AT loaded, including thirteen 24-ton trucks and four
COMPIETION half tracks; 251 tons of mixed ammunition plus - -

two tons of pyrotechnics; Ll tons of gasoline and

0oil; and 125 tons of general cargo (water, ratioms,
and engineers' supplies). Total trips made by CHASE ICVP's were 35 for
personnel, 172 for cargo, 15 miscellaneous; by CHASE LCM, 17 with vehicles
and personnel gear; by ANDROMEDA LCVP's, 2 personnel and 5 cargo; and two
ICT trips, one with vehicles and one with general cargo. CIF 81's mes-
sage, replying to CHASE's report of campletion of unloading was "Well done.®

CHASE LEAVES - At 2215, on September 10, the CHASE was underway,
IREA UNDER FIRE proceeding through swept channel to form a convoy
leaving the area. Nine mimutes later, enemy planes
, began dropping flares, and heavy AA fire was ob-
served astern. The CHASE went to General Quarters. Multi-colored flares
were dropped all around, illuminating the ships and landing craft. A
concerted bombing attack was then made by both medium altitude and dive
‘bombers., Six bombs were dropped close aboard the CHASE: two estimated
500# delayed-action bombs, 125-150 yards on the port bow, which splat-
tered the forecastle with water and jarred the ship; an estimated 250#
delayed-action bomb, which landed about 125 yards, one point on the
starboard quarter; another pattern of two 250# bombs landed an estimated
distance of 500 yards away on the starboard bow; and the sixth bamb of
about the same size, landed one point abaft the starboard beam at a dis-
tance of several hundred yards, All air activity had ceased by 2315, so
the CHASE secured from General Quarters at 2320. At the time the trans-
port had been traveling at a speed of 10 knots in the northermmost column,
with the moon on its south or port side. It is believed that rather than
expose themselves against the moon to AA fire the enemy planes contented
themselves with attacking the northermmost ships. . 5 '

VESSEL As the CHASE was forming a convoy out of the Gulf

TORPEDOED of Salerno, Italy, with the ANDROMEDA on the port

beam, STANTON astern, and CARROLL on the starboard

beam, there was an explosion, on September 11, at
0030, believed to be & depth charge. At 0125, the screen contacted scms
"E" boats and fired at them. At O130 the ROWAN was torpedoed by an "E®
boat. The BRISTOL, which continued to stand by and search for the
attacker picked up 70 survivors. The CHASE continued with the convoy,
‘and on September 1) moored at Mers-el-Kebir, Algeria. '

FLOTILLA AT SALERNO

ICI'S UNDER "Some found the landing tough,® related Lieutenant

HEAVY FIRE (Jg) Artmr Farrar, USCGR, whose ICI was part of the
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large invasion force at Salerno. "We found no opposition,® he said, with
masterly understatement, "except for occasional dive-bombing and strafing
pPlanes that kept sneaking in, The one-plane attacks came on an average

of one every hour. Night raids were scmething else, They were terrific
and would occur arcund 2300 and 0LOO., The Germans Uit up the entire area
with so many flares it was possible to read a paper by the light. Several
ICI's got very close calls but none were destroyed, The 319 received the
most serious damage when a plane that was falling strafed on the way down,
causing casualties to some of the gun crewe The follow-up work was about
the same as for the other invasion. We were based in Sicily for the opera-
tion and spent soms time ashore. The flotilla was commendsd for its work
and ordered to England. We were told it was because ours was the best

ICI group in the Mediterranean,* :

ASSIST VEBSSELS "The real work of the large ICI's began when the
UNDER ENIMY FIRB going was the roughest and toughest, said Lieutenant
(Jg) Charles Greens, of the Coast Guard, in reviewing
operations in the Salerno area, “"for their work was
to tow and assist vessels aground, under enemy fire! Our vessel,

Craft, Infantry (large) was assigned as a part.of four of such vessels

in our group, including the flagship, to proceed in one of the very first
convoys, with approximately thirty other navy landing craft, consisting

of ICT*s and a few British craft, Our duties were to carry troops,
supplies, and fuel for the smaller ICT*s and to discharge same upon
landing in Italy, then stand by in the bettle area and act as salvage
vessels, to assist those craft which were aground, hit by enemy fire,

or stranded on the beach,

REFUBL "We departed from our North African base in the

SMATIER early afternoon, a couple of days before the actual
CRAF® landings took place, and we procesded through the
swept channels and mined areas en route to a pre-

designated harbor in northern Sicily (then Allied-

occupied) for a short overnight stop to refuel the mmaller craft which
could not carry sufficient fuel or supplies. Our escorts consisted of
cne British destroyer-corvette, and a few PC's and SC's — small protec-
tion when ons considers ths final destination, with no rendezvous planned
t1ll we reached that area, right in the enemy's front yardl...We arrived
at our first overnight stop right on schedule, and the refueling process
was completed in four or five hours, The ICT's and SC!'s came alongside
our ICI's, while we were at anchor, and moored for the time required to
get fuel lines laid out, and the Diesel oil pumped over to them,...*

SPOTTED That night they lay at anchor, in cruising formation
BY ENEMY each ship maintaining a full sea and gun watch, for

' they expscted trouble from enemy bombers, But nothing
happened that evening. RBarly the next morning, about
0530, on September Tth, all the vessels got underway
upon orders from their flotilla £lagship, and sailed on the final leg of
thoir mission. They cruised without disturbance from any enemy action until
1300 ofelock on the 8th, when their small convoy was gotted by an enemy
reconnaissance plane beading for his home grounds, "He took one quick turn
around us, at very high altitude, oup of range of our small 20 mm's and
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departed for his airfield with the news of our coming," said Lieutenant
Greene, “Our British destroyer escort had the only large calibre guns
capable of reaching the plane, and he fired a few rounds at the enemy,.
with no result except to bring home to all that here we were, discovered,
and in enemy waters -- thirty miles from his own beses and only one
large vessel for any protection which might be deemed adequate,"

~ FLOTILIA On the afternoon of the second day, the flotilla
ATTACKED was suddenly attacked and strafed by a German ME-109F.
BY PLANE Describing the battle that ensued, Lieutenant Greene

sald that his ship was in Battle Condition No, 2

when General Quarters rang., "All guns were manned
as the plane approached tut we were forced to hold our fire because a
sister ship was abeam to port, about 150 yerds distant, and the approach-
ing aircraft mede its approach from that bearing, thus presenting us
with the situation of killing ocur ow<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>