




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Bullet holes and Highland Still. A close-up of Whispering Winds’ pilot house.

The four-master Arco Felice II. She smuggled both liquor and aliens.




National Archives

Firelight in her happier days. This troublesome black finally sank herself by ramming.

Notorious rum runner Vinces. This vessel, photographed from Gresham, was captured
by Mascoutin off Charleston.




Cutter Redwing. Redwing towed Homestead after her capture.

Diatome, a high-speed rum runner. Captured off Los Angeles, she was converted by
the Coast Guard and became CG-827.

National Archives
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Annetta I was seized by Ericsson—one time she did not pass.

Rum runner Linwood burning. The crew of this rum-laden vessel set her afire to
destroy evidence before seizure.




Mistinguette picketed by Terry. Lying to outside the r2-mile limit.

A deck load of liquor. Rum runner Kirk and Sweeney with cases and barrels of rum
ready for quick transfer.
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Yamacraw and three prizes.

Arsene ] took Coast Guardsmen for a ride.

Natlonal Archives

A nest of contact boats testifies to a good day’s work.

Here she waits for another load.
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National Archives

Island Home, rum runner of the Gulf. She was seized by Yamacraw off Edmont Key,
Florida, in 1926.
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Nola, heavily protected by steel armor plate. She was lost in a running battle with
three Coast Guard patrol boats near Vineyard Sound Lightship in December 1931.

Rum running steam yacht Szrf at anchor after her seizure.

National Archives
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The official Unired States Coast Guard ensign.

British schooner Peszquid of Nassau waiting for business off Cape Henry, Virginia.
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CHAPTER X

THE NUMBER OF VESSELS that eluded the Coast Guard patrols during
the entire period of prohibition will never be known, of course. Yet,
despite the vigilance and aggressiveness of the Service, it is certain that the
number of those which successfully landed their cargoes was very con-
siderable. Some were caught on their first venture; many made numer-
ous successful landings only to be apprehended eventually; an inexcusable
total represents rum runners, both vessels and men, who were caught and
released several times. A Jarge number escaped seizure altogether.
Throughout the era it was a battle of wits, and it is to the Coast Guard’s
credit that its seizures went into the thousands.

At one time, cases involving liquor violations of all types comprised
40 percent of all those before courts in the United States. This partly
explains why sometimes it took 2 or 3 years before cases could be finally
disposed of. It may also account to some extent for rapid and superficial
trials. It does not account for the fact that while some trials were con-
ducted on a fair and conscientious basis, others were treated as if they
were nuisances, and still others were carried out where the court obviously
seized upon the slightest technical detail to find in favor of the law-
breakers. This could have disheartened a service less dedicated to its
duties than the Coast Guard.

One of the most troublesome and important types of evidence needed
in the trials was the exact location of a seizure. Perhaps Coast Guard
evidence of this sort was the easiest for the defense to refute. In foreign
vessel cases where there was the remotest possibility of question, and
there were many, the defense would offer evidence apparently equally
good that seizure had been made on the high seas and, therefore, outside
of Coast Guard jurisdiction. Even the most carefully prepared evidence
of position sometimes proved fruitless, but it was always to the best inter-
ests of the Coast Guard to use the greatest care in determining position
when any seizures were made.
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As an example, destroyer Ericsson, Lt. Comdr. Lloyd T. Chalker,
was cruising about 1oo miles off Cape May, when the steamer Andora
of Oslo, Norway, was sighted. On closer approach, it was seen that
a smaller vessel was alongside; Ericsson headed toward her and increased
speed. The smaller vessel left immediately, but after a three-quarter
hour chase, Ericsson overhauled the boat and stopped her. She was
Annetta I of New York, formerly a U.S. Navy subchaser, with seven
men on board.

It was found that she had a cargo of champagne in cases apparently
just received from Andora and hastily stowed. She had no papers of any
sort. Since an American vessel with liquor could be taken on the
high seas, Annetta I was seized.

Lieutenant Commander Chalker determined his position at the point
of seizure by three independent means: first a sight of the sun was taken;
next the dead reckoning position was established; then four radio com-
pass bearings were recorded. In this case, high seas or territorial waters
were not a factor, but meticulous establishment of position was.

Not only was the exact location of seizure important, but it was essen-
tial to make a thorough search of the vessel under examination. Destroyer
Porter was cruising off the entrance to Long Island Sound when she
sighted the two-masted auxiliary schooner yacht Consuelo IT of New
York, presumably on her way from Miami to City Island. This vessel
appeared heavily laden, and Porter trailed her until she reached sheltered
waters. When about 2 miles north of Little Gull Island, the destroyer
overhauled the schooner which hove to on orders. The boarding officer
discovered liquor on board, as well as a crudely forged paper. No
documents had ever been issued to a vessel named Consuelo I, but the
original registry number was discovered ; she was really the yacht Louise,
a former Boston pilot boat. The vessel was thereupon seized together
with its cargo, the crew were transferred to Porter, and a prize crew were
placed on board. Consuelo II was towed to New York, where the men
and their vessel were turned over to customs authorities.

Then came some surprises. At the time of seizure the Coast Guard
found a moderate amount of liquor and looked no further. Customs
inspectors found g23 bags of 6 bottles each and were about to call it a
day when a concrete floor aroused suspicions; investigating, they found
under it another 1,200 bottles. On close inspection another concrete
floor was discovered together with 1,350 more bottles. The additional
cargo had been almost undetected !

This vessel was in excellent condition and the Coast Guard felt it
would be useful in its fleet. It was taken over and became CG-806.

Cutter Legare left Block Island one winter evening on patrol and
noticed a faint glow on the horizon. Heading toward it, she soon came
up to the schooner Flor Del Mar of Halifax ablaze, abandoned by her
crew, and with lifeboats missing. She was a well-known rum runner.
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Legare scarched unsuccessfully for the crew, then stood by the burning
vessel, not daring to go alongside for fear of a fuel tank explosion. How-
ever, she held her bow against Flor Del Mar and fought the flames with
her fire hose.  After fighting this fire for 4 hours, during which there
wcre several minor explosions, the flames were brought under control,
and attempts were made to salvage the vesscl and her cargo.

In an effort to lighten the ship, the coast guardsmen transferred the
liquor to the cutter. But Flor Del Mar was waterlogged and in danger
of sinking. Removal of cargo alone proved insufficient to keep her
afloat, so handpumps were worked and fire buckets were used for hailing.
At daybreak Legare took the schooner under tow; flames broke out fre-
quently but both vessels arrived safely at New London.

Coast Guard officers and men, when boarding vessels, received good
cooperation in some cases, hostile resentment in others, and everything
between these extremes. Gencrally, most seamen were resentful of the
law enforcement measures necessarily taken by the Coast Guard. This
was particularly true of yachts. Whenever there was the slightest
ground for suspicion, the Coast Guard had every right, under U.S. and
international laws, to require a vessel to heave to for boarding and in-
spection. Perhaps stopping for the purpose was an annoyance, but if
no laws were being broken the vessel boarded had nothing to fear, and
cooperation was certainly the best policy.

Cutter Seneca met with resentment at boarding in the following in-
stance. While cruising off the New Jersey coast in the vicinity of the
rum ships in April 1929, she sighted the American collier 7. 4. D. Jones,
bound from Norfolk to New Haven, Conn. Colliers had, for good
reason, been suspected of unlawfully transporting whiskey. Seneca
signaled T. 4. D. Jones to heave to for inspection, using whistle and
visual signals to no avail. Only after three blank warning shots from
the cutter’s 6-pounder had screamed across her bows did the collier obey.

Lt. Frank M. Meals and Ens, Kenneth P. Maley were sent to board
the vessel. The master of 7. A. D. Jones placed every possible obstacle
in the way of these boarding officers.  Usually a vessel being boarded at
sea makes a lee for the boarding boat; the collier was not only headed
directly into the sea but the Jacob’s ladder was put over well toward the
bow where the choppy sea made boarding uncomfortable, difficult, and
hazardous. When finally on the collier’s deck, the officers were greeted
by the master with a continuous stream of profanity and insults directed
at the Coast Guard in general and boarding officers in particular.

It was impracticable at the time to make a detailed search of the
vessel at sea, and since the papers were found to be in order, the master
was told he could proceed when the boarding officers had returned to
Seneca. But the moment the officers were in their small boat, 7. 4. D.
Jones got under way. The master’s actions, language, and lack of coop-
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eration prompted Lieutenant Meals to recommend that the vessel be
reported by radio and searched upon arrival in port.

When T. A. D. Jones arrived at New Haven, where “Tad” Jones
coached football at Yale and owned a coal business, the master heatedly
reported being fired upon three times after the three warning shots.
This erroneous report caused adverse publicity and a great furor on a
wide front. The vessel was searched as Meals had recommended, but
given a clean bill of health insofar as liquor was concerned. How much
better it would have been had the master taken a few minutes for
courteous cooperation with Coast Guard officers who were merely per-
forming their duty!

The French auxiliary two-masted schooner Mistinguette of St. Pierre
was a veteran rum runner of the fisherman type. Once she had been
hijacked, and Coast Guard destroyers had trailed her often. On a
stormy night in March 1926 she was standing along the southern shore
of Long Island. Destroyer Porier, Lt. Comdr. Leroy Reinburg, was
proceeding eastward in the same waters and sighted Mistinguette running
without lights. When Porter put her searchlight on her she turned
southward, and Reinburg gave chase, finally stopping the vessel. A
boarding party discovered 3,000 cases of liquor, seized the craft, and
arrested the crew of 1o. These smugglers, who offered no resistance,
had planned to deliver the cargo at a point 20 miles off Montauk. The
weather was nasty with rain, snow, and a heavy swell. With Lt. Nor-
man R. Stiles in charge, Mistinguerte proceeded to New York under
Porter’s escort. Stiles, who navigated the schooner for 36 uninterrupted
hours exposed on deck in the storm, displayed great devotion to duty.

The Great Lakes were the scene of a heavy illicit rum trade, mostly
with smali craft; the Detroit River, with Canada on one side and the
United States on the other, was alive with the business. The Coast
Guard was active in these areas, and made innumerable seizures, mostly
routine, but sometimes with' gun play. Some larger vessels were in-
volved, however. One seizure of a sizeable ship was made by the
110-foot patrol boat Cook, Chief Boatswain’s Mate Herbert Oddy.
Procedure in this instance varied from the usual.

The Coast Guard had information that the Canadian steamer
Geromino was enroute from Windsor, Ontario, presumably for Chicago
with a cargo of liquor, and wished this vessel to be apprehended,
boarded, and seized. Boatswain W. A. Skeen was at Sault Ste. Marie,
and so was Cook. Skeen received orders which directed him to proceed
in Cook to a point 3 rmiles south of Detour Passage entrance, where the
waterway opens into Lake Huron; there, as directed, he opened sealed
orders which had been given him.

In obedience to these orders, Skeen had Cook proceed to Mackinaw
City, Mich., on the south side of the 5-mile-wide Straits of Mackinac,
and tie up at the State Pier. Skeen contacted Mr. F. Yount and Mr. F.
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Thropp, special customs agents, who arrived by train the next morning.
After a conference, Boatswain Skeen learned the further details of his
assignment, which was to capture Geromino. The two agents joined
Skeen on board Cook, which then went to a vantage point affording a
good view toward Lake Huron, and anchored. A sharp lookout was
kept. The suspect vessel had not appeared by late afternoon, and Cook
shifted to a position at the southwest end of the Straits and again an-
chored. From that position, there was an unobstructed view of the
Straits of Mackinac.

Later, in the gathering dusk, the lookout reported the lights of an
approaching vessel which answered the description given by the agents.
This vessel was closely watched and permitted to make her way well
into the Straits. Cook then quickly got under way, and after a half-
hour run she signaled the steamer to stop; the whistle signal went un-
heeded. After a second signal, the steamer laid out a dense smoke screen.
Fearful of losing the quarry, Skeen ordered one shot across her bows
with the 1-pounder. The ship continued on, and a second shot was
fired just ahead of the pilot house. The vessel then reversed engines and
stopped.

Cook laid alongside Geromino, and Skeen with three armed men to-
gether with Yount and Thropp, boarded the vessel without opposition.
She carried no licensed officers, and no official papers of any kind, but
her holds and even her decks were loaded with beer, champagne, and
assorted liquors. No name appeared on her bows or stern; her name
boards on either side were reversible, with Geromino of Kewanee on one
side, and Arbutus of Kewanee on the other!

Geromino’s entire crew were mustered on deck, searched, and ques-
tioned. Letters, papers, and anything else which might throw light on
the case were confiscated. Seizure was made at a point 454 miles north-
west of Mackinac Point Light, the position being determined by Chief
Oddy by bearings, soundings, and distance run. Skeen then placed an
armed party of three on board Geromino, and the customs agents re-
mained on board to assist. With the ship’s crew working the ship and
Cook escorting, both vessels proceeded to the State Pier at Mackinaw
City where they tied up. They remained for the night with the prisoners
confined below decks under heavy guard.

The next day Geromino was returned to Detroit, and the Coast Guard
marked down one more mission accomplished.

The British auxiliary schooner Pesaquid was a persistent and trouble-
some rum runner. For years she hovered off the coast, usually outside
the 12-mile limit, discharging her cargoes to contact boats. She had
been captured once by Acushnet off Block Island and again off the North
Carolina coast by Mascoutin. Many destroyers and cutters had picketed
her. She was in for more trouble.
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Many cutters, destroyers, and six-bitters went for long periods without
an opportunity to make seizures; this made for monotony and discourage-
ment. Boatswain Teevens, skipper of CG-236 had secn other patrol
boats bringing in prizes, but he had captured none. ‘Though he had
boarded many vessels, no liquor had been found. Teevens, with greater
determination than ever, approached Comdr. Fred H. Young, command-
ing officer of the New London Base, and said: “I am going out tonight
and stay out until I get something.” Commander Young acquiesced,
and replied: “You are on your own until you bring one in. Good luck
to you.”

Teevens went out and had two more discouraging days; but on the
third, while off Block Island, he sighted Pesaquid, overhauled her and,
since the seas were too rough for boarding, he picketed her for 2 more
days. The weather finally moderated, and Teevens mustered the courage
to go on board. Perhaps he should have waited longer, for while CG-
236 was alongside, her guard rail was smashed by impact against Pesa-
quid, and she suffered other damage. But Teevens found 3,500 cases
of whiskey, promptly seized the vessel, and placed her crew under
arrest.

The boatswain reported the capture to his base, and also the fact that
he was practically out of gasoline. He managed to get more, however,
and began towing Pesaquid. Other patrol boats offered help, but the
boatswain was proud of his catch and waved them away. CG-236 had
towed the schooner a considerable distance toward New London when
the sea began making up and Teevens had to turn the job over to a
destroyer. The six-bitter went to drydock for repairs. The boatswain’s
grim determination, however, had paid off in an important capture.

Firelight of Halifax, one of the smaller vessels, was another trouble-
some rummy. The 125-foot cutter Harriet Lane was patrolling off
Gloucester one cold January night when she sighted an apparent rum
runner proceeding without lights fairly close off the starboard bow. She
put her searchlight on the black, found to be Firelight, which immedi-
ately put on speed; Harriet Lane gave chase illuminating her own ensign
and giving whistle signals for the runner to heave to. The vessel finally
stopped, displayed her stern light, and immediately forged ahead again.
The cutter rang up full speed and resumed the chase; once more Firelight
hove to. A boarding party was sent over; contraband was evident, and
the vessel was seized within the 12-mile limit.

The master and crew were taken on board Harriet Lane. Coast
guardsmen then searched the ship, found no manifest, carefully checked
bearings and determined the point of seizure as 7.8 miles from the
Londoner beacon. The court later upheld the scizure, but Firelight went
to work again.

Destroyer Conyngham was picketing and trailing Firelight a year later
about 40 miles south of Nantucket. Patrol boat Eagle, a 100-footer, was
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ordered from New London to relieve her, and arrived at the scene about
midnight. She drifted in the vicinity of the black. After 20 minutes,
Ilirelight suddenly came about as if to strike Eagle on the starboard bow.
‘The patrol boat imnicdiately went astern to avoid contact if possible, but
Firelight struck her a glancing blow on the starboard side.  Eagle stopped
while an inspection was made for possible damage; fortunately there was
none.

This little operation boomeranged on the rummy. In the collision she
had broken hcr planking from below the waterline to the deck. A half-
hour later Firelight was settling rapidly. The crew of eight abandoned
her, drew away, and watched her sink stern first. Conyngham was stand-
ing by as she had not yet received orders to go to New London. Firelight’s
crew, therefore, were taken on board the destroyer, which later trans-
ported them to New London.

The gruelling duty of the destroyers eventually told on them, and dur-
ing the fiscal year 1931 twelve had become unfit for further antismuggling
operations. Accordingly, Ammen, Beale, Burrows, Downes, Fanning,
Jouett, McCall, Monaghan, Patterson, Paulding, Roe, and Terry were
decommissioned and returned to the Navy. Five other destroyers, all
flush deckers, were overhauled and reconditioned at the Philadelphia
Navy Yard, and taken over by the Coast Guard; these were Badger,
Herndon, Hunt, Welborn C. Wood, and Abel P. Upshur. We shall be-
come familiar with some of these new names.

A number of rum ships committed suicide somewhat in the manner
of Frrelight. The destroyer Dauvis, attached to New London, was both
witness and victim in an incident of this type. Destroyers and six-bitters
operating out of the New London Base worked on a grid system; various
patrol areas were designated Arca Baker One, Baker Two, Baker Three,
Affirm One, Two, and so forth. On 8 June 1931, Davis was assigned
to patrol Arca Baker Two, Tucker, Baker One, Badger, Baker Three,
Ericsson, Baker Four and Five, and 125-foot Marion, Baker Two. These
vessels went to their arcas, relieving others which had been on duty there.

In Baker Two, Davis encountered 2 days of foggy weather, and north-
east gales on the third day, but then the weather cleared. Shortly
before noon on the fourth day the destroyer found the British oil screw
Shubenacadia of St. John’s drifting about 6o miles south of Martha’s
Vineyard. Davis continued to scout, but Marion was directed to pro-
ceed to Shubenacadia’s position and keep her under surveillance.

In the carly evening, Davis came up to the rummy, which Marion
was picketing. Shubenacadia then went ahead at g knots, and both
Coast Guard vessels trailed her. As dusk closed down, the black decided
to try an escape. She doused her running lights, emitted large clouds
of smoke from her exhausts, and began circling in an effort to get out of
range of the Coast Guard searchlights. Being unsuccessful, she stopped
and switched on her running lights; suddenly, dousing lights, she ran
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away full speed in a cloud of smoke. Dauvis and Marion increased speed
and’ kept the black in the range of their searchlights. Shubenacadia
changed course often and drew away from Davis because of that vessel’s
large tactical diameter, but gained little on Marion whose greater ma-
neuverability was an asset. Davis finally straightened out and put on
speed, gaining on both.

Shortly the three vessels were in the same relative position as when
the black began her escape try. Shubenacadia then repeated her original
maneuver by heading toward Davis and cutting astern, but the two
Coast Guard vessels hung on. The same frantic attempts were made
six or eight times before midnight. Next the black changed course toward
another rum runner which destroyer Welborn C. Wood was trailing.
Shubenacadia dodged between Wood and the other black in its escape
effort, but Wood kept a searchlight on the rummy and contact was
maintained.

About an hour later, Davis was steaming at 10 knots on a steady course,
with Shubenacadia 200 yards off her starboard bow swinging around
toward Davis. When 50 yards off, the black blew a passing signal of
one blast, indicating a port-to-port passing and consequent crossing ahead
of the destroyer. Sensing that the rummy could not possibly cross the
destroyer’s bow, the latter’s officer of the deck signaled stop, then full
speed astern. Shubenacadia also realized that she could not cross, and
put her engines in reverse while making 10 knots; nevertheless, she struck
bow on against the starboard side of Davis abreast the No. 1 waist gun.

The bow of Shubenacadia was badly shattered, and the vessel began
to settle on an cven keel. Since the rummy was in a sinking condition,
her crew abandoned ship and went on board Marion.

The officer of the deck in Davis sounded the siren and general alarm
promptly upon being hit, and preparations were made for placing the
collision mat which, however, was not needed. In examining damage,
it was found that the force of the blow had opened bulkhead seams of
the forward .fuel oil tank, and that the guard rail and the ship’s side
were deeply dented. Fuel oil from the rupture ran into the after com-
partment of the forward berth deck and accumulated to a depth of about
8 inches. To ease this situation, oil was transferred from the starboard
to the port fuel tank.

Two hours after the collision, Shubenacadia sank, with Marion and
Davis standing by. As she went down, many large liquor-filled kegs
floated away. About 40 of these were broken open by Marion’s crew
causing them to sink and constitute no menace to navigation.

By mid-morning, the destroyer’s crew had finished bailing out the
fuel oil from the compartment and virtually all traces had been cleaned
up. Davis received permission to proceed to New England and, in coro-
pany with Marion, reached the base in mid-afternoon.
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While resentment at boarding was rather general, there were occasions
when a rum runner’s master would be cooperative and talkative if he felt
secure. One example was Watson Wagner, master of Mareuilendole,
an ex-Navy 110-footer which had been converted for the liquor trade.

One summer evening, destroyer Henley, Lt. Comdr. R. E. Hunter,
was cruising westward in low visibility and approaching Cape Cod.
Through the murk a suspicious looking vessel was sighted, and the
destroyer changed course toward her to investigate. The vessel also
sighted Henley at about the same time and abruptly headed for the open
sea. Hunter swung around her stern and identified her as the Nova
Scotia oil screw Mareuilendole. The destroyer stopped and secured radio
bearings and soundings placing Henley 8.7 miles from the Pamet River
Coast Guard Station. Meantime, Mareuilendole was proceeding rapidly
eastward.

Henley then gave chase at full speed, and after a run of 4 miles
ordered the black to heave to, which she did. The boarding officer,
finding a cargo of iiquor and a fraudulent manifest, immediately seized
the vessel. Hunter placed an officer and four armed men on board, re-
ported to his base commander at New London, and was instructed to
remain in his position until arrival of the patrol force commander in
Cassin.

That destroyer arrived 2 hours later after a run from Provincetown,
and the force commander and Hunter went on board Mareuilendole
to talk with the master. Wagner talked very freely. He said his sound-
ings showed he was more than 12 miles offshore, that he knew he was
subject to seizure if closer than that, and that he had not been nearer
to the coast at any time. Though his manifest called for “general cargo,”
he said that meant liquor. The master said he had no radio transmitter
on board, and that he knew the penalty for rum runners having one was
a fine of $7,000 and a sentence of 5 years for the operator. He discussed
freely the method of delivering his cargo; he did not sell for cash within
50 miles of shore, and delivered his cargo only upon orders. Wagner
mentioned having been in various rum vessels. He claimed that 'm
Alone had been built for him personally, but that he had sold her after
several years.

Getting really chummy, Wagner said that if the officers would let him
go, he would return immediately to St. Pierre. In reply to this, Hunter
removed five of the rum runner’s men and placed them in Henley. On
arrival at Boston both vessels were met at the anchorage by the deputy
customs collector and several inspectors, who searched the black again.
It was thought originally that the only grounds for seizure that would
“stick” related to the improper manifest. But customs authorities dis-
covered other evidence, and Henley’s chief radioman found a radio trans-
mitter which apparently had been tampered with since seizure. The case
was upheld.
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Among the more persistent rum runners was the British three-masted
auxiliary schooner Vinces. She had long been on the suspected list;
the Coast Guard received word in March 1927 that the British schooner
Dorothy M. Smart had been transferring a large cargo to Vinces, and
that the latter might be expected to enter waters of the Norfolk Division
to dispose of it. The division commander was alerted to enable him to
distribute his forces in order to effect capture.

Mascoutin, Lt. O. Egeland, was among the cutters alerted; the divi-
sion commander ordered her to maintain radio silence, inasmuch as
Vinces was known to be equipped not only with a spark transmitter and
receiver, but a radiotelephone as well.  Mascoutin scouted to the south-
ward of Charleston, S.C.

While running northeastward toward Charleston Lightship, the look-
out discovered what appeared to be a small fishing vessel coming out of
a bank of mist. With the aid of binoculars, Licutenant Egeland made
the vessel out to be a three-masted power schooner crossing astern under
power alone. He headed northwestward.

At that moment, Mascoutin placed the schooner at 10.5 miles from
the nearest shore line, and immediately turned about, steaming on course
208° true to the eastward of the schooner to cut her off. Ten minutes
after having been sighted, the suspected ship apparently discovered the
cutter, turned about when g.2 miles from land, and headed for sea.

Mascoutin changed her course to 193° true, to 164° true, and again
to 140° true, swinging in a slight arc and finally coming up astern of the
vessel which proved to be Vinces.

The cutter blew stop whistles which were ignored, and then fired a
blank shot across her bows without effect. To show that he meant busi-
ness, Egeland sent four service shots over the mastheads of the schooner.
The cutter then drew abreast of the vessel and slowed down to her
speed.

“You have been within the 12-mile limit,” called the cutter’s skipper,
“Stop your vessel. I am coming on board.” The defiant master replied
that he would not stop. Two more shots, with lower elevation each
time, were sent over the schooner, and Egeland again asked the master
if he intended to heave to. The latter said he would not unless his ship
were damaged. This invitation was accepted by Mascoutin. Since the
rummy’s crew were all aft, a shot was carefully aimed forward; the shell
crashed through the bulwarks, hit the rail, a dory and a hatch, but did
only minor damage. The rum runner then hove to at a point 15.1
miles from the South Carolina shore line.

A boarding party found Vinces liquor-laden; she had no log book
and no bill of health, and her papers appeared to be irregular. The
master, mate, engineer, cook, and three deck hands wecre arrested, the
vessel was seized, and various papers and articles were taken into custody.
Thereupon, Vinces was taken in tow to Charleston, and later to Savan-
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nah. This seizure resulted in a prolonged court case, with volumes of
legal proceedings, in which the Government finally won.

The steamship Homestead, 1,321 tons, was a marked rum runner.
Her skipper, M. L. Gilbert, was wanted to answer an indictment on a
rum running charge dating back to 1923. The vessel was wanted in her
own right as a dedicated and pestiferous runner of illicit liquor. Coast
Guard vessels had been alerted to be on the lookout for her and to bring
her in. Brought in she was, after one of the most troublesome captures
on record.

Headquarters had sent secret instructions to the Destroyer Force com-
mander at New London who, in turn, had instructed his commanding
cfficers in the Destroyer Force to bring Homestead to New York if found
on the high seas. Early in the afternoon of 4 February 1925 destroyer
Jouett, Lt. Comdr. Raymond L. Jack, found Homestead at anchor some
distance from Montauk Point. The destroyer began circling slowly.
Her commanding officer sent word to the force commander that he
was picketing the vessel which was anchored “in the lee of Montauk
Point” without giving the exact position; he requested that cutter Red-
wing be sent to his assistance to tow the vessel to New York. The force
commander replied that Redwing would be sent to join him.

Redwing had just brought another vessel in to New London and
turned her over for customs investigation, when she received orders to
go out again to join Jouett. The problem for the cutter seemed simple,
for it should not be difficult to locate Homestead in the lee of Montauk
Point. Redwing, under command of Ens. Raymond V. Marron, ac-
cordingly put to sea. The weather was nasty, and by early evening the
cutter neared Montauk where Jouett and Homestead were supposed to
be. At that point Ensign Marron received a radiogram from Jouett
directing him not to come out since the sea was entirely too rough in
which to work, and to seek shelter for the night. Comdr. W, H. Munter,
force commander, did not receive this message.

Marron turned Redwing about and returned to anchor near New
London. Jouett continued to picket. Soon after midnight, however,
the destroyer was forced to leave Homestead, whose actual position was
25 miles 188° true from Montauk Point Light (not strictly “in the lee
of Montauk Point”) and proceeded to Melville, R.I. to make repairs to
leaky condensers and change the water in her boilers.

The situation was made partially clear to the force commander by
two messages at 8 a.m.; one from Jouett reported her on the way to Mel-
ville, and the second from Redwing indicated that cutter was anchored
near New London. In the meantime Homestead, free of Jouett, re-
mained riding at anchor in a heavy sca with strong southeast winds.

Commander Munter was naturally upset; he immediately ordered
Redwing to port, boarded a patrol boat, and met the cutter in the river
below New London. He then boarded Redwing, ordered Ensign Mar-
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ron to steam at full speed for Homestead’s position, and asked why he had
not proceeded as ordered. Only then did he learn of Jouett’s radiogram.
Redwing, with Commander Munter on board, reached Homestead in the
early afternoon and found her at anchor. The heavy easterly swell was
still running, but Ensign Marron lowered a boat and sent an armed
party to take charge of the vessel.

Homestead was hailed and her master told she was to be boarded,
whereupon she immediately got under way with anchor dragging. This
frustrated the attempt to board, and the boat returned to Redwing; the
latter set out in pursuit, and quickly overtook the steamer. Her master
was informed that the Coast Guard had orders to board her whenever
and wherever found except in foreign territorial waters, and he was
ordered to stop his vessel. His refusal was given in a flood of seagoing
profanity.

Captain Gilbert was then warned of Marron’s intention to use guns
if necessary. The master again refused to stop, saying that he would re-
sist all attempts to board or interfere with the movement of his ship.
During these exchanges, Homestead was making 5 or 6 knots and still
dragging her anchor, though attempts were being made unsuccessfully
to take in the chain.

Words having proved futile, Redwing manned her guns and fired three
warning shots from her 1-pounder. Homestead disregarded these and
steamed on. Three shots across her bows from a g-inch gun followed,
without effect. Redwing was brought abreast of Homestead and close to
her port to have the best control of gunfire, and avoid injury to any crew
member. Since the cutter had only shrapnel, great care had to be used.
A shot carefully aimed near the waterline at the bow fell short. Home-
stead kept on, but raised Costa Rican colors on her after staff.

Redwing dropped astern and came up on the starboard quarter in a
position to disable the steering gear. A second shot struck the quarter
within an inch of the wheel chains at the quadrant. Homestead pro-
cecded as before, but a lifeboat was lowered to the rail and it appeared
that the crew members were putting into the boat a mattress with a man
onit. Colors aft were lowered to half mast.

Commander Munter thought it possible but improbable that some-
one might have been injured by shrapnel, reported his situation to Head-
quarters, and requested instructions indicating how far he could go. He
was instructed to bring the vessel to New York regardless of the mas-
ter’s protests and resistance. Headquarters then ordered Seminole at
New York to proceed to Redwing’s assistance.

Homestead’s master was then warned that his ship would be fired upon
to compel him to stop. Commander Munter ordered a shot to disable
the steering gear aft. From about 300 yards, Redwing fired 11 shots
separated by intervals sufficient to determine if the vessel were stopping.
The tenth shot was aimed at the pilot house; it struck the upper side of
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the chart house and, exploding, completely wrecked the interior includ-
ing steering compass and wheel. The eleventh shot, aimed at the stack,
hit a stay and exploded. The vessel was now disabled, and the master
was finally forced to heave to. Miraculously, no one in the pilot house
had been hit or injured by the shrapnel.

The steamer’s men placed their dunnage in two lifeboats, which were
lowered with men in them. The boats were told to come alongside
Redwing; the starboard boat never left Homestead’s side, but the port
boat lay about 50 yards away. The steamer signaled by flashlight that
she was slowly sinking and that one man had been killed and several
wounded. Both reports proved entirely false. Redwing stood by with
her searchlight on the rum runner, noting no change in draft; in about
2 hours Homestead’s port boat returned to the ship, and both boats were
hoisted and secured. Gilbert was asked if he was ready to take a tow
line; he replied that he was not. And so the night was spent.

Meanwhile Seminole, Capt. Philip H. Scott, had left New York and
had notified Redwing of her expected arrival the next morning. Soon
after daybreak, Seminole reached the area but, because of heavy haze
and lack of a radiocompass, did not make contact until 11 a.m. Mean-
while, Redwing lowered a boat with an armed boarding party to board
the rum runner and handle a tow line. The sides of Homestead were too
high to climb, and the master refused to put over a line or sea ladder.
The swell was considerable, and it was stil deemed unwise for Redwing
to attempt to go alongside. Furthermore, the cutter was short-handed
by 12 men, leaving an insufficient number to handle both ships and the
large number of prisoners.

Seminole finally found Redwing, and after the sea moderated it was
decided to board. A boarding party was made up from both cutters,
and Redwing went alongside; Seminole lay astern with guns trained on
the vessel. Boarding was accomplished without resistance. It was found
that no one had been killed or wounded. The master and crew of 24
were taken prisoner and transferred to Redwing, the vessel was seized,
and a prize crew of men from both cutters were placed in Homestead.
Redwing towed and Seminole escorted, and all reached the anchorage
off the Statue of Liberty. Homestead’s master was placed in leg irons
and handcuffed, and the vessel, crew, and cargo of 12,000 cases of liquor
were turned over to customs. Commander Munter received commenda-
tion from the Commandant, Admiral Billard.

The cold winter night of 24 January 1931 was a busy one off the
entrance to New York Harbor. A single incident involved three related
rum runners and six Coast Guard vessels. Boatswain Karl Schmidt,
commanding six-bitter CG-145, took charge and coordinated the ac-
tivity. When it ended, three rum runners had been turned over to
customs officials at New York.
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Early in the evening CG-145 was patrolling outside Ambrose Light-
ship when Schmidt sighted a vessel to the eastward apparently going
nowhere. Chief Boatswain’s Mate Wilbur Tally was on watch; as
Schmidt went below to read, he told Tally to check the vessel and see
what they were doing there.

A half hour later Tally sounded the general alarm bell and informed
Schmidt that the vessel was the barge Brooklyn of Newark, and that
there was a speedboat alongside her. As CG-145 came around the stern
of the barge, Schmidt sighted through the darkness another object on
the starboard side. The searchlight beam revealed a schooner from
which sacks and packages were being loaded onto the barge. The six-
bitter attempted to go alongside the schooner, but the latter’s lines were
cut with a hatchet and the vessel went away at full speed. Observing a
number of men standing on the barge, where sacks and packages were
piled high on the deck, Schmidt turned CG-145 about and chased the
schooner.

Drawing abreast, CG—-145 sounded her klaxon horn with no visible
effect; Schmidt then fired three blank shots from his 1-pounder and
these were ignored. Three service shots were then put over the vessel’s
bow without result. Aiming amidships in an attempt to disable the craft,
two more shots rang out, found their mark, and stopped the vessel.
Coming alongside, the searchlight revealed the name Josephine K of
Digby, Nova Scotia. She was recognized as a famous rum runner which
Coast Guard vessels had often trailed.

As CG-145 approached, a man in the schooner called: “You
lousy . . . ., youshotaman.” The patrol boat made fast, and Schmidt
went on board. Several men were standing about, and one was lying
on the deck near the pilot house. This man was William P, Cluett, the
master, and he had been wounded by a shot.

Boatswain Schmidt had to do some fast thinking. He put Chief Tally
and Chief Motor Machinist’s Mate Stephen Heck, both well-armed, in
the schooner, and as soon as possible transferred Cluett to CG~r45. He
told Tally to anchor or drift in the area until his return. The patrol boat
then proceeded at full speed toward Ambrose Channel with the injured
man. Schmidt informed his base and requested that a doctor be sent to
meet CG-145 in the channel. He also radioed CG-180 and CG-161,
known to be in the vicinity, and asked that they go to his assistance,

Schmidt met these two patrol boats near Ambrose Lightship, and
requested CG—-180 to come alongside, planning to transfer Cluett to that
craft for a trip to the base. The man’s condition combined with the
swell, however, made this inadvisable. So the boatswain sized up his
complicated problem, and came to a quick decision. He and Chief
Boatswain’s Mate James Axel, in charge of CG-180, exchanged com-
mands temporarily, and Schmidt took one seaman from CG-145. With
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Axel in charge, CG-145 procceded with Cluett to the base, watching
in the meantime for the doctor.

Schmidt then went alongside CG~161 and asked her skipper to find
Josephine K and stay with her. Schmidt, now with CG-180, set out to
search for the barge Brooklyn. This barge was sighted shortly afterward
in tow of the tug Dauntless No. 6 about a mile from Ambrose Lightship.
CG-161 found the schooner drifting, got a line on board, and anchored
to keep the schooner from drifting further offshore. Thus, at this time,
Cluett was on his way to medical assistance at New York, and Josephine
K wassecure.

Schmidt in CG-180 went alongside Brooklyn and boarded her with
four men. - There was no resistance. The boarding party was met by the
master who had an interesting story to tell, most of which was borne out
by the evidence. The master showed the boatswain the pile of sacks on
the deck, took him below and displayed a hold full of contraband, and
talked freely. Asked where he got the cargo, the master said that earlier
in the evening a speedboat had come alongside with 20 to 25 men; they
boarded the barge, and two with revolvers forced him into the pump
room and told him to shut up. Another vessel, Josephine K, tied up and
men started throwing sacks onto the barge—so many that the master
feared his barge would turn over, and he protested to the man guarding
him. The men stowed the sacks below. Then CG-145 had come along,
and Josephine K had departed post haste.

The boatswain arrested the master and his two crewmen, and seized
the barge. Leaving the others of the boarding party in charge, and
giving them a machine gun, Schmidt instructed them to allow no one but
coast guardsmen on board; he took with him three sacks as evidence.

CG-180 then proceeded full speed to Josephine K, which was under
surveillance of CG-161, and where Tally and Heck guarded eight pris-
oners in the forecastle. Schmidt boarded the schooner and ordered
CG-180 to go back to the barge Brooklyn, and to instruct CG-145, if she
met her, to go to the schooner. CG-180 was to stay with the barge and
try to have her anchored at Red Hook Flats. :

A search of the schooner revealed that she had no ship’s documents or
manifest, that she had come from St. Pierre, and that the forward hold
was still partly filled with contraband. CG-145 arrived after midnight
and made {ast to the schooner. The 125-foot patrol boat Reliance, which
had been sent out to assist, arrived at Josephine K’s position soon after
CG-145. Three hours later, the new 250-foot cutter Sebago reached
the scene. All four Coast Guard vessels stood by until noon.

In the morning, several officers and men boarded Josephine K to
assist in closing and sealing the hold and to make repairs, but the engines
defied their efforts; the schooner’s crew had deliberately disabled her
motors, It was found that a shell from CG-145 had crippled the black’s
steering gear.
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Reliance towed Josephine K to New York, and Dauntless No. 6 and
Brooklyn were anchored at Red Hook Flats for attention by customs
officials. The other Coast Guard vessels resumed their patrols and
settled down to less arduous duties.

A great deal of liquor was taken in to New York by harmless appearing
tows. The alertness and resourcefulness of Boatswain Schmidt frustrated
this attempt with marked success, though the injury to the schooner’s
skipper was regrettable. Inmost cases, barges were loaded much farther
offshore than in this instance.
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CHAPTER XI

“Black Duck” and
Other Tales

IN 1Ts CONSTANT EFFORT toward better vessels for the anti-smuggling
business, the Coast Guard built, and placed in commission during the
fiscal year 1932, nine new “Thetis Class” 165-foot patrol boats. These
had the necessary speed, seaworthiness, and maneuverability to cope with
the best of the liquor supply vessels. They were Argo, Aurora, Calypso,
Daphne, Galatea, Hermes, Icarus, Perseus, and T hetis.
The Coast Guard, however, needed additional fast vessels to cope
_ with the ever speedier rum ships. It was unable to procure these in the
normal manner. The rum runners had developed their own high
powered, speedy craft for the express purpose of running liquor. A good
number of these were seized. The Coast Guard found it expedient to
acquire many of these captured rum runners for its own anti-smuggling
operations. A gratifying number were used to good advantage as “CG”
boats throughout the remainder of the prohibition era.

Over 500 of the boats seized between 1925 and 1935 were thought
useful, and after due process of law they were assigned to the Coast
Guard. In numerous cases overhauling and remodeling was necessary.
Rum runners already mentioned which were taken over by the Coast
Guard were:

RUM RUNNER BECAME RUM RUNNER BECAME
Alice................ .. (" Mareutlendole. . .. .. .. ... (*
dnna. .......... .. .. ... &) Marianne. . . ........... (%
Black Duck . . ......... .. CG-808 Mary. ... ............. CG-988
Cigarette. . .. ........... CG-971 Matilda Barry. .. ....... CG-9268
Com-An-Go............. CG-908 Over The Top........... CG-8009
Consuelo II. . .. ...... ... CG-806 Ruth .. .. ... ........ CG-9073
Gemma................ (* Vietor ... .............. CG-943
Helen. ................ CG-8000 Vinces. . . . .. e CG-821
Idle Hour. . ............ CG-918 Warbug. . .............. CG-928
Lilly of the Valley . . ... ... CG-823 Whispering Winds. . .. . .. CG-986

*Disposed of before receiving CG numbers,

147



After acquisition, many of thc scized vesscls were found unsuitable
for one reason or another. In some cases the boats were sold; in a few
they were turned over to other Government agencics; a great many of
them were condemned and burned. In cases where the boat was con-
demned, the action was taken after a survey of commissioned officers,
and after approval by Coast Guard Headquarters, it having been de-
termined that the boat was not only unfit for service duty, but also unsafc
for use by other Government departments or private individuals.

The boats acquired ran all the way from dories to yachts and large
vessels. Of these 500-odd boats, 196 were surveyed and condemned
almost immediately after having been taken over; most of them were
burned, although a few were towed to sea and sunk. Forty were
promptly sold. Some seemed more suitable for use by other govern-
mental departments, and 22 were transferred directly to them. The
rest of these vessels, totaling 232, were useful to the Coast Guard in
varying degrees. Of this number, 101 were in commission throughout
the rest of the prohibition period, and many beyond that. Seventy-
four were “C.G.” boats for varying periods and then, having outlived
their usefulness, were burned. A total of 43 were useful for a while
and sold when proved unsuitable. Fourteen ex-rum runners were com-
missioned for a time and then transferred to other governmental
agencies for which they were more appropriate. For greater detail, see
appendix A.

One of the condemned vessels was used as a float to a target screen.
Our friend Mareuilendole was condemned, towed to sea, and sunk.
Two of the vessels were lozt by sinking, two were wrecked in a hurricane,
and three were wrecked otherwise. Eight were accidentally destroyed
by fire.

One of the fast rum runners taken over by the Coast Guard and found
highly useful became CG-808. It will be remembered that she was in-
volved with Artemis. CG-808 had been Black Duck, a notorious rum
runner captured by Boatswain Alexander C. Cornell. This skipper of
CG-290 made many seizures including that of Idle Hour, which became
CG-918. 'The Black Duck capture was one of the most publicized dur-
ing the Rum War.

Boatswain Cornell was an experienced officer; he held a chief mate’s
license in the U.S. Merchant Service, had resigned his commission as
lieutenant, junior grade, in the Navy to join the Coast Guard as a boat-
swain, and his combined Navy and Coast Guard service totaled over 16
years. CG-2go departed the New London Base in mid-afternoon of 28
December 1929 to maintain patrol in the Eastern Passage of Narragan-
sett Bay, jointly with CG-241, specifically to prevent any smuggling
vessel from entering the area. Cornell’s crew consisted of seven other
men. His patrol boat reached the vicinity of Dumpling Rock in the
evening, and because of the depth of the water was unable to anchor;
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therefore, she tied up to Dumpling Rock Bell Buoy, heading toward sea,
and in accordance with orders, doused her lights. CG-241 was on the
other side of the channel near I'ort Adams.

Meanwhile, Black Duck (C—5677) was offshore taking on a cargo of
liquor from the British o1l screw Symor.  She was of the speedboat type,
lightly but strongly built, and painted grey. Powered with two 300
horsepower engines heavily muflled and with a smoke screen device, she
was a very fast rum runner, and had eluded Cornell for over a year.
When loaded, she cast off from Symor and headed into Narragansett
Bay with 383 sacks of assorted liquors.

Boatswain Cornell, standing watch in his pilot house, noticed nothing
out of the ordinary until 2:15 a. m. The night was calm, visibility was
poor with patchy fog, and audibility was excellent. The increasing
sound of powerful motors, coming from sea, reached his ears. He
peered intently into the murky black of the night. Suddenly the speed-
boat became visible, moving rapidly without lights. Cornell put his
searchlight on the vessel and immediately recognized her as Black Duck;
sacks of liquor could be plainly seen piled on the after deck. He swung
his searchlight alternately on his Coast Guard ensign and the rum runner,
at the same time sounding his Klaxon horn as a signal to stop. The
rummy’s response to this was a burst of speed. Black Duck passed
within 75 feet of CG—2g0’s bow, and as she passed, Cornell hailed her
and ordered her to stop. No one was visible on her decks.

The black kept up her increased speed. As she was drawing away,
Cornell ordered the seaman who was alert at the machine gun to “let
her have it.” He opened fire, aiming astern of the craft in accordance
with his previous orders, and his burst consisted of 21 shots in about g
seconds. At the same time, Black Duck swerved sharply to the left, with
the result that, instead of going astern, the shots raked the port side of
the craft and penetrated the pilot house. There was no intent to fire
into the vessel, but that is what happened. Then the gun jammed.
Black Duck disappeared toward the shore,

A short time afterward, the black reappeared out of the fog heading
toward CG—29o. She turned on herlights, and drew alongside the patrol
boat with some difficulty, bumping the latter on the starboard quarter,
and was finally secured with help from the six-bitter. The vessel was
immediately boarded by the coast guardsmen, who found a man crum-
pled up on deck near the wheel, and two more on the deck of the pilot
house. Struck by machine gun fire, two had died instantly, and the
third nearly so. A fourth man had been shot in the hand, and he was
given first aid on board CG—2g9o0. The other three were beyond help.
Under these circumstances, Black Duck’s men were not searched and
nothing was taken off the vessel except one bag of liquor which was held
for safekeeping.
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Cornell proceeded immediately in CG-2go to Fort Adams. After a
request for medical assistance the doctor arrived, pronounced the three
men dead, and bandaged the wounded man’s arm. The boatswain then
reported the incident by radio to his base and proceeded to patrol in
accordance with his orders.

A Coast Guard Board of Investigation found neither Cornell nor the
gunner culpable, and cleared them completely. Later, a special grand
jury at Providence found no true bill against the crew of CG-2go.
Black Duck was turned over to the Coast Guard for conversion into a
patrol boat.

The Black Duck episode had some unpleasant repercussions; shortly
afterward, Coast Guard recruiting posters in Boston were torn down by
a mob after a protest meeting. Recruiting in Boston was suspended for
a time. In New London, a gang brutally beat two coast guardsmen,
and this resulted in fines for three of the attackers. In official circles,
however, the Coast Guard was strongly upheld.

Boatswain Cornell was one of the most outstanding skippers in the
Rum War, and a terror to the rummies. He had Black Duck, Idle Hour,
Del Ray 11, Helen, High Strung, Audrey B, and many others to his
credit. And between the final capture of Vinces and his Black Duck
exploit, he added Beatrice K to his long list of seizures.

Cornell in CG-290 went out on special orders from his base com-
mander one night, finished patrolling Gardiner’s Bay and anchored
against a dark shore background near the entrance to Shelter Island
Sound. Vessels trying to enter would have to pass close by him.

One hour later, a vessel running without lights was sighted, headed
toward nearby Cedar Island Light. CG-29o slipped her anchor and
lay to with engines stopped, awaiting passage of the vessel. Soon the
craft crossed her bows only a short distance away. The patrol boat went
full speed ahead after signaling, and CG-29o pulled alongside splitting
a rail on the rum runner. The skipper identified the craft as Beatrice K
of Gloucester. The rummy was ordered to anchor, which she did, and
two men boarded her to interview her captain and search her holds.

The captain, O. Nelson, produced papers including a license for
mackerel and cod fishing. Boatswain Cornell stood at his rail and talked
with him. The master felt friendship was the best strategy. He told of
having been boarded by destroyer Fanning, thoroughly searched, and
given a clean slate. This was true. Nelson claimed he had 60,000
pounds of fish on board for New York and that they would spoil if he
were detained, that his generator was inoperative and his batteries dead—
the reason he was running without lights—and that Beatrice K was leak-
ing badly. He said he was a stranger in the locality, and had picked
Sag Harbor as a most likely place to get things repaired. On questioning,
he said he had fished off George’s Bank for 15 years. The men who
searched the hold then reported the vessel loaded with fish and ice.
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Cornell carefully considered these things which did not quite ring
true. No liquor had been found, but why should a vessel needing re-
pairs and going from George’s Bank to New York run 20 miles off course
to a small hamlet such as Sag Harbor when she had passed up such
facilities as those at New Bedford, Newport, and New London which
were nearer? The batteries were found to be perfectly dry, indicating
the water probably had been dumped out. A bucket was over the
exhaust and manifold to keep sparks from betraying her position; when
asked about his, the captain became angry and threw it overboard but
did not mind the split rail. Cornell could not conceive of a man being
unfamiliar with Long Island Sound if he had been fishing for 15 years
on George’s Bank.

These discrepancies aroused Cornell’s suspicions, and the boatswain
decided the vessel should be searched more carefully under better condi-
tions. He placed a man on board and ordered Beatrice K to proceed
to New London.

At Base Four her holds were opened, and three bin boards were re-
moved, as well as fish and ice to a depth of 18 inches; at that point tar
paper was discovered, under which were about 1,600 sacks of Meadville
Pure Rye Whiskey! When the liquor was found, Cornell addressed Nel-
son as ‘“captain.”” Nelson replied: “Don’t call me captain, I am not
the captain; he left in a dory before you came on board.” The crew
werc arrested and the vessel was seized for probable cause. Cornell re-
ceived commendation from the base commander and a Commandant’s
Letter of Commendation for this exploit.

What case could have been clearer and more watertight? It went
to court, of course. The judge held that the Coast Guard had no right
to arrest Beatrice K for running without lights (the reason was “prob-
able cause’) and no right to search the vessel without a search warrant,
agreeing with attorneys for the defense that the vessel, being the “home
of the crew members,” was inviolable for the purpose of extensive search.
Beatrice K was released on bond and her crew found not guilty. It was

~a preposterous ruling! But if'stood.

This aroused indignation of Coast Guard officers, far and wide. It
made probable the release on bond of other vessels similarly seized.

Keen observation resulted in another important capture on 14 June
1931. Destroyer Cummings, Lt. Comdr. Elmer F. Stone of NC—4
fame, was cruising about 40 miles offshore from Montauk Point. Not
long after daybreak Lt. Kenneth P. Maley was on watch and sighted
a beautiful white steam yacht heading toward Shinnecock Light on the
south shore of Long Island. She was about 165 feet long. He admired
her sleek lines, but as Cummings drew nearer, he noticed that she seemed
to labor in the swells as if she were heavily laden. He decided to trail
her for a while and keep her under observation.
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The “owner” and a few “guests” in yachtsmen’s attire were soon
served breakfast on the afterdeck. Cummings drew close. Maley
watched this with interest, and noticed that afterward they smoked long
cigars; but through his glasses he could see that the cigars were held in
toil-blackened hands! It was noticed that the portholes were covered
and that the sides of the vessel bore large scrape marks, indicating the
vesse] had been tied up alongside another. The steam yacht, identified
as Surf of New York, was flying the flag of the New York Yacht Club.

His suspicions now thoroughly aroused, Stone decided to board, but
to bide his time. Surf continued on her course at modest speed, with
Cummings closely trailing, until the two vessels were 1.7 miles off Mon-
tauk Point. Cummings then drew alongside and Lieutenant Maley
asked her master for permission to board. It was readily granted.

Maley boarded Surf and found most of the ship’s papers in order, but
the master could produce no manifest. The vessel was licensed for
pleasure purposes only. He then requested permission to go below. The
master said he had no objections, but would prefer his going later because
there were some ladies on board who had not dressed. The lieutenant
expressed regret, but insisted upon going below.

The master then drew Maley aside and said that all his money was
tied up in the 4,000-case cargo of liquor which they had on board. He
offered to pay Maley $10,000 if he would let Surf proceed. Maley re-
fused this bribe and made a quick examination of the cargo. He then
placed the master and his crew of 14 under arrest, and seized the vessel.
It was found that the master was wanted on another charge of attempted
bribery. Surf was taken into New York and delivered to customs. Even
this apparently watertight case got nowhere when it came to trial.

A great many yachts figured in rum running. Another was the Ameri-
can yacht Allegro of Philadelphia, a typical private yacht with white hull,
varnished deckhouses, and a spar-colored stack. Her capture required
several Coast Guard craft and local police.

At daybreak one placid August morning the six-bitter CG-103, Chief
Boatswain’s Mate Alfred P. Becker, headed eastward from Absecon Inlet
to examine an area frequented by smuggling vessels. Three hours later
the helmsman sighted a vessel apparently stopped about 3 miles ahead,
and held his course. Soon it was observed that there were two vessels
alongside each other, and that they were separating. One was a black
hulled schooner; the other was Allegro. The latter stood southeastward
zigzagging at 15 knots and showing no flag; CG-103 gave chase and
gradually gained on her, but fire was withheld.

When the patrol boat was close enough to hail her, the vessel stopped
as ordered. Allegro hoisted the American yachting ensign and a yacht
club pennant. Her hull showed scrape marks. Becker sent two men to
the yacht to examine her papers.

152



Shortly afterward one seaman returned, requesting Chief Becker to
go on board. He did so and noticed an odor of liquor, and the seaman
showed him a hatch which recently had been nailed fast. The presumed
owner and skipper of the yacht went forward also. Becker told him
he wanted the hatch opened, but this the man refused. He then called
Becker aside and said confidentially that he had taken 1o cases from the
schooner, and offered to pay the chief an unspecified amount for re-
leasing the yacht. Becker’s reply was that the yacht was under seizure
and would be taken to Cape May. The section at Cape May was
informed by radio, and CG-103 was directed to bring Allegro in. A
scaman was left on board in charge, and both vessels proceeded. Later
examination revealed a large cargo of liquor, stored in the forepeak,
bilges, and staterooms.

In the afternoon the 125-foot patrol boat Pulaski hove in sight and
was requested to accompany the vessels, since Allegro appeared to be
having engine trouble. She did so, and some time later Allegro was
taken in tow by CG-r03. A choppy sea developed, and after an hour
of towing the line parted. Pulaski took over the tow, with CG-r103
following astern, and the three vessels proceeded thus throughout the
night.

In the morning Allegro got her engine fixed and cast off the tow. She
proceeded under her own power toward the Cape May Harbor jetties.
Then came a surprise. A boat was suddenly lowered from Allegro, and
seven persons jumped in and rowed toward the beach. Allegro’s engine
had been stopped, and the yacht drifted. Pulaski lowered her boat to
pursue the escaping prisoners, and radioed the base to inform it of the
situation. With Pulask?’s boat in pursuit of the escapees, CG-103 stood
toward Allegro, made fast to her, and finally towed her to the base. The
two Coast Guard stations at nearby Wildwood were notified by telephone
and a fast boat was dispatched to the scene. Wildwood police assisted.
Between these forces all of the escaping prisoners were apprehended and
jailed.

Destroyers and six-bitters often spent weeks on end patrolling their
assigned areas without effecting a capture—just picketing and trailing
under circumstances which permitted no other action. Such patrols
were monotonous and uninteresting and made the personnel concerned
feel that they were accomplishing next to nothing. There was recogni-
tion, however, that always there might be an “incident” just ahead
which would justify the monotony of the past weeks.

It was after such a period that Abel P. Upshur made an important
seizure. This flush decker, under command of Comdr. Frederick A.
Zeusler, was one of the later acquisitions of the Coast Guard, and was
attached to the New London Base..

In September 1932 Abel P. Upshur was patrolling about 30 miles
south of Shinnecock Light when the officer of the deck sighted two vessels
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some distance off his port bow lying very close together. The larger one
was a two-masted black vessel having the appearance of a foreign rum
runner, and the other was a white single-masted yacht. Commander
Zeusler was notified of the suspicious appearance of the craft and im-
mediately ordered the destroyer to head toward them.

On sighting Upshur the two vessels parted, the black vessel heading
southeastward and the yacht northeastward. Destroyer Shaw was about
7 miles to the northwest of Upshur; she was requested to pursue the
black vessel while Upshur chased the yacht. The former proved to be
the Canadian oil screw Walter Jr., and she was overtaken. Upshur
overhauled the white vessel and identified her as the 55-foot yacht Sea
Urchin of New York; she had been running rum for some time. The
yacht hove to promptly. She was low in the water and had a big black
smear on her port side.

Commander Zeusler sent Ensign Maloney by dory to board the yacht.
The master presented him with the ship’s papers consisting only of enroll-
ment and license, which seemed in order, but he had no manifest. The
master said he was bound from New York to Montauk. He accompanied
Maloney who went below and found 354 cases of liquor which, the
master revealed, had just been taken from Walter Jr. The vessel was
seized, and the skipper and his three crew members were arrested. The
boarding officers returned to U pshur, and were replaced by Lt. A. L. Ford
and Machinist J. H. Decker.

In addition to the arrested men, there were two women passengers
about 27 years of age, who gave a New York hotel as their address. Ford
engaged the women in conversation. As a result, he learned that upon
departure of the yacht from port its activities were unknown to them,
and he firmly believed them when they said they were glad to see the
Coast Guard intervene. Perhaps the rum runners took them along to
camouflage their illegal trade, and to make it look more like a yachting
party!

The next task was to get Sea Urchin to New York. Decker satisfied
himself that the yacht had sufficient fuel and oil for the trip, and Lieu-
tenant Ford ordered him to get under way. This was done with con-
siderable difficulty; the engineer of Sea Urchin was badly under the
influence of liquor and finally was removed from the engine room.
With Ford and Decker in the yacht, Upshur departed on patrol. The
yacht’s engine proved to be in very poor operating condition and the
vessel could proceed at only 7 knots.

During the trip to New York, Ford and Decker stood watches alternat-
ing at the wheel and guarding the prisoners. The two women were
greatly in fear of bodily injury from the crew of Sea Urchin, especially
the engineer; they were kept constantly in the company of the Coast
Guard officers. The yacht arrived at the barge office in New York the
following morning after a slow trip.
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Much has been said in these pages about the need for convincing
proof of the position of seizures and the presence of liquor, and the ten-
dencies of various courts to grasp upon minor technicalities to find against
the plaintiffs. One of these minor technicalities seemed far fetched in
the extreme, and yet it had constructive results for the Coast Guard.,

In the middle 1920s a seizure case was in court. One of the Coast
Guard vessels had taken in a foreign rum runner. A smart attorney for
the defense challenged the legality of the seizure on the grounds that the
Coast Guard vessel had not at the time of seizure displayed the proper
Coast Guard ensign as required by law. Under international law a
vessel stopping another for investigation must display its own national
ensign, and Coast Guard Regulations further require that the Coast
Guard ensign and commission pennant be displayed. The seizing vessel
had shown both.

The attorney pointed out that on the Coast Guard ensign flown by
the seizing vessel the eagle held in its right claw an olive branch with an
indeterminate number of olive leaves, and that in the left claw it held
only three arrows. According to law there should have been 13 olive
leaves and 14 arrows. He asked just where in law could be found a
description of the “distinctive Coast Guard emblem” authorized by
President Taft to be embodied in the ensigns flown from Coast Guard
vessels? It is said that he produced in court a number of Coast Guard
ensigns, no two alike. In some the eagle looked to the left, others to the
right. The numbers of olive leaves and arrows varied from flag to flag.
Just what was the official Coast Guard ensign, and how was an honest
rum runner to know it when he saw it? The prosecution was hard put
for an answer!

The original flag of the service, known as the “Revenue Ensign,” was
authorized by Congress on 2 March 1799, and was originally flown as
authorized by revenue cutters in liéu of the national ensign. It was the
same flag which is now flown over customhouses and recognized as the
“Customs Flag.,” Early collectors of the customs had jurisdiction over
the revenue cutters and this flag was a symbol of their authority. But
over the years indiscriminate use ashore caused its significance as an
emblem of a sea-going service to become lost. Accordingly, during the
Taft Administration, the Revenue Cutter Service, formerly known as
the Revenue Marine, was authorized to display on the old Revenue
Marine flag a ““distinctive Revenue Cutter emblem” to distinguish it
from the customs flag. A distinctive device was, therefore, placed on
the flag over the vertical red and white stripes, and this was the flag
questioned by the rum runner’s attorney.

Obviously, something definite had to come out of this. It will be
recalled from chapter VIII that Lt. Frank M. Meals had been assigned
to the Communications Office at Headquarters in the middle 1g920s.
Since flags come under communications, the job of straightening out the
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flag discrepancies fell upon this officer. He soon discovered that the
variations from the original design had come about through manufactur-
ing difliculties and multiplication of errors by using old flags as patterns
for new ones, instead of always going back to the original design. Here
and there an arrow or an olive leaf would be climinated or the eagle
would look the other way and many variations resulted.

After months of research, Lieutenant Meals unearthed the original
design of the Revenue Marine flag made by Alexander Hamilton and
described in his own handwriting. The existing ensign of 1925 followed
Hamilton’s design very closely, except for the distinctive emblem au-
thorized during the Taft Administration. Nowhere could a sketzh or
written description of that emblem be found. This, of course, laid the
Coast Guard open to innumerable challenges in future seizure cases!
An official and accepted design was a must.

Mr. Oscar Kee, then a draughtsman in the Communications Section
at Headquarters, was assigned to improve the design then in use with
particular reference to any manufacturing difficulties brought to atten-
tion by manufacturers. When Kee had completed the design,
Lieutenant Meals had to describe it in words sufficiently clear so that a
person could reproduce Kee’s design from Meals’ description.

Both the design and description were approved by Secretary of the
Treasury Andrew W. Mellon, and authorized by President Coolidge for
use by the Coast Guard. Since then, the emblem as specified has also
been used on official letterheads, seals, and other items where the Coast
Guard emblem was appropriate. Never again was there a question
about the authenticity of the Coast Guard ensign. New flags were dis-
tributed to the fleet all in accordance with the approved design.
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CHAPTER XII

The End of
Prohibition

TraE CoasT Guarp waged its Rum War in this manner, beginning with
4 years of incidental operations and then 10 years of intensive and ag-
gressive action, as long as the 18th amendment remained in force. There
was no let-up until 1933 when appropriations were drastically reduced
and Coast Guard operations against the rum fleet were curtailed; many
units were placed out of commission.

It should not be assumed, however, that during this 14-year period
all went serenely with the 18th amendment and the Volstead Act. Quite
the contrary. These remained the law of the land, and it was the duty
of all enforcement agencies, including the Coast Guard insofar as anti-
smuggling operations were concerned, to enforce the law without quali-
fication.

As time went on, what prohibition was doing to the United States
became increasingly apparent. The underworld controlled the liquor
business with an ever-tightening grip; control of the liquor traffic had
its corollary grip on many other forms of crime and corruption; gang-
sterism spread across the country and reached undreamed of proportions.
Corruption grew at virtually all political levels. The enforcement agen-
cies were overwhelmed.

Effects of prohibition have been felt down to the present time and
will probably continue to be felt for decades yet uncounted. Prohibition
made the “Roaring Twenties” roar. It engendered the spirit that to
beat the law was smart. Almost everyone was doing it, and it became
an accepted part of life. Even citizens who otherwise would not think
of deliberately breaking the law became willing lawbreakers when it
came to having their liquor. So a widespread disrespect for law was
born, and it flourished; it has filtered down through the years.

These trends were obvious, of course, almost from the beginning. No
one could prophesy at any given time how far they would carry, but
they persisted and intensified year by year.
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The wets were ncver happy with prohibition, and it was not to be
cxpected that once the law became effective they would stand placidly
aside and accept it. However, they found themselves unorganized and
without adequate spokesmen. At first there were no funds, and there
was no real leadership except what the liquor interests themselves
provided.

There were some relatively unsuccessful early attempts to organize.
The Association Against the Prohibition Amendment was founded in
1918 and was incorporated in the District of Columbia in December
1g920. It continued for many years. The Crusaders, mostly young men,
were established in 1922, and the following year the Moderation League,
and the Constitutional Liberty League of Massachusetts, were founded.
These associations grew, but they accomplished next to nothing until
1926. At that time their importance increased when they combined with
the American Federation of Labor to give evidence to a congressional
committee holding hearings on enforcement problems. In these first 6
years of prohibition, the efforts were chiefly toward modification of the
Volstead Act, for nobody had the slightest idea that repeal could be
achieved. 1t had been discussed, however, as early as 1g24.

The labor unions had for some time demanded beer, but between 1927
and 1930 this was abandoned in favor of all-out repeal of the 18th
amendment. The American Legion, too, came out for repeal. In 1927
a group known as the Voluntary Committee of Lawyers proclaimed op-
position to the amendment, and the next year the Bar Association of
New York favored repeal and return of the liquor question to the States.
Little by little other organizations joined the movement and pressure for
repeal began to mount and to be felt.

The Women’s Committee for Modification of the Volstead Act
changed its name in 1927 to “The Women’s Committee for Repeal of
the Eighteenth Amendment,” and campaigned accordingly. Another
association, the Women’s Organization for National Prohibition Reform,
was established in 1929 with 17 members; by 1932 membership had
grown to more than 1,325,000.

Liquor cases filled the court dockets, as we know, and demanded a
large percentage of the time the courts were in session. The pros and
cons of prohibition and modification or repeal became part of every
political campaign. While this was going on, Congress and the execu-
tive branch of the Government did little to resolve the question one way
on the other. President Harding did nothing, of course, in the early
days of prohibition. President Coolidge did little to relieve the situation,
but did expand the Coast Guard to improve anti-smuggling procedures
at sea.

The first constructive steps to remedy matters were taken after Presi-
dent Herbert Hoover assumed office in 1929. By this time, it was crystal
clear to many millions of Americans that the ‘“‘cure” was worse than the
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“disease,” and that a nationwide change in public sentiment was occur-
ring. Official referendums and unofficial polls left no doubt.

Despite all this, however, the drys were able to maintain large majori-
ties in both Houses of Congress until 1932; the wets never held more
than 30 percent of the seats, and usually less. National voting did not
reflect the true temper of the American public to the extent that was
revealed in local elections. The latter left no doubt that the people
generally were becoming fed up with their dry paradise.

The wet leadership, at first lodged mostly in the brewers and distillers,
had changed with the years; by the very late 1920s it had shifted to large
numbers of highly influential business and professional men. Dry lead-
ership was showing deterioration. Finances of the wets improved while
those of the drys became sadly strained. With prohibition in force, the
drys had nothing to be aggressive about, whereas the growing number
of Americans who were disgusted and alarmed with the turn of events
had a full belt of ammunition.

Before Herbert Hoover was nominated by the Republicans in 1928,
he mentioned prohibition as “a great social and economic experiment,
noble in motive and far-searching in purpose.” In his later acceptance
speech, he spoke against repeal of the 18th amendment. When he was
elected with 444 electoral college votes to Al Smith’s 87, the Senate was
dry with 8o seats against 16, and the House was dry 328 to 106. But
sentiment was on the march.

On assuming office, President Hoover promptly appointed the Na-
tional Commission on Law Observance and Enforcement. It comprised
many leaders in the legal profession and became known as the Wicker-
sham Commission. This body studied the problems of prohibition en-
forcement for nearly 2 years and reported in January 1951. The volumi-
nous report made no radical recommendations, but did suggest a few
changes in judicial procedures and methods. The report pleased no
one, and in a few months it was virtually forgotten; the rum runners
continued to run rum, and the public grew more restive.

On 3 September 1929 the stock market reached its then all-time high,
tapered off and, in October, crashed. For nearly g years stock prices
declined irregularly, losing almost go percent of their 1929 values. Dur-
ing this process business suffered severely, unemployment reached dis-
astrous proportions, and the Great Depression was on. Of all the in-
fluences to bring about repeal, this was probably the greatest. The grow-
ing army of wets found new arguments which not only held water, but
alcohol as well, and thev exploited the national disaster to the best of
their ability.

The repeal movement accelerated rapidly. When the Democratic
Convention met in 1932 it adopted a plank for repeal. There was more
than a moral issue in this. Like every other financial segment of our
country in those deep depression years, the U.S. Treasury encountered
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rough going. A flow of legal liquor to be taxed would swell the Treas-
ury’s receipts, and this was a bright spot in the heavy overcast. The
Republican Party in its Convention did not commit itself or its candidate
to repeal—merely taking a negative stand.

When Franklin D. Roosevelt made his nomination acceptance speech
in 1932 he announced that from then on the 18th amendment was
doomed. In the period between his election and his inauguration, the
Senate passed on 17 February 1933 a resolution submitting an amend-
ment for repeal to State conventions, followed g days later by passage in
the House. Fights for delegates to these conventions commenced
immediately.

On becoming President, Roosevelt reduced the appropriation of the
Prohibition Bureau by 57 percent and that of the Bureau of Industrial
Alcohol by 37 percent. He requested that Congress modify the Volstead
Act to allow manufacture and sale of “3.2 percent beer.” A month
after Roosevelt’s inauguration Congress did so. No more did the speak-
easics operate in pseudo-secrecy; their doors were flung open for the
sale of legal beer. Trucks could transport beer without fear of appre-
hension and without gangster escorts,

Michigan was the first State to hold its convention; on 10 April 1933
the repeal amendment was unanimously ratified by that State. Ratifica-
tion was needed by 36 states and Utah, the 36th to ratify, did so on %
November 1933. On 5 December the 215t constitutional amendment,
which repealed the 18th amendment, became effective and prohibition
came to an end.

With this came also an end to rum running as it had been known for
14 years. During prohibition the rum runners had been concerned with
getting the liquor ashore to the market at a handsome profit and with
calculated risk. Now that the transportation and sale of liquor had
become legal, other means of transportation wholly within the law largely
replaced the rum runners. For the most part, the rummies gave up.
The syndicates found that, under the circumstances, greater profits lay
in other fields of crime. The now powerful and wealthy underworld,
through its gang combines and interlocking directorates, followed these
other fields from coast to coast.

But running liquor had become a deep-seated habit with some. These
men could still make a good profit by buying liquor as before and land-
ing it surreptitiously, thus avoiding payment of the Federal tax. This
merely reverted to the older type of smuggling and was, for the most
part, a minor operation. Yet, the Coast Guard had to prevent smuggling
in all its forms to the extent possible. It found that it was still at war
with the rum smuggler, though this might be termed a mopping up
operation.

Coast Guard appropriations were severely reduced for the fiscal year
1934, and this meant a drastic cut-back in the Service. In 1933, seven
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destroyers had been returned to the Navy. Now, the remaining eight
were decommissioned and returned, and a large number of smaller craft
were disposed of. With a reduced fleet and personnel, the Coast Guard
was required to maintain the Block Island-Montauk-Cape May patrol
against the die-hards. Smuggling of liquor continued moderately off the
Atlantic coast north of the Chesapeake Capes; the volume of liquor run-
ning was considerable in the Carolinas and Georgia, and quite heavy in
Florida and along the Gulf coast. Occasional rum runners were found
and seized and often savage resistance to arrest was still encountered.

Some smuggling of liquor, aliens, and a variety of goods has kept on
through the years; the Coast Guard and customs officials keep alert
against it as part of their regular duties. But the big business of run-
ning liquor came to an end.

EVALUATION

Evaluatjon of the Coast Guard’s activities and effectiveness during the
years of the “Noble Experiment” involves obvious difficulties and chal-
lenges. In the first place, he who undertakes evaluation must do so from
the standpoint of conditions which existed at that time entirely without
the benefit of hindsight. Secondly, he must also be able to look back
with the perspective of the historian upon the whole operation and its
relationship to subsequent events. Thirdly, he must reconcile the two
viewpoints without emotion, partiality, or bias.

At the outset of prohibition, no one had any idea that the smuggling
of liquor from the sea would ever reach the proportions later attained.
Small law enforcement forces with modest appropriations to back them
seemed in those days sufficient, and Coast Guard personnel and floating
equipment were deemed adequate to cope with what little smuggling
might be done. Smuggling liquor was akin to the smuggling of any
other commodity or article—something to be alert against and to prevent
in the regular course of duty.

Not until Capt. Bill McCoy set the pattern was there much more than
a trickle from the sea, and at that time, the pattern was not recognized.
From then on, the pattern gradually unfolded; as the Coast Guard saw
it develop, it exercised greater vigilance and the cutters became more
active in going after and seizing the violators. By late 1922—23, the need
for an aggressive war against the rum runners became apparent; the
forces at hand were completely inadequate to control the rising tide of
seaborne liquor which few had foresecen. Ways and means were discussed
and weighed but little was done. By 1924 the rum traffic had over-
whelmed its opposition and the Coast Guard couid not intercept more
than perhaps 5 percent of the flow of liquor.  Something had to be done
and done quickly.

The great expansion of the Coast Guard followed. In 1924 and 1925
the Service was forced to adopt the Rum War as a major activity without
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any sacrifice whatever of its other important functions. From then on
the prevention of liquor smuggling on the sea was the chief concern of
the cutters, and of the destroyers and patrol boats which were acquired
for the purpose.

The Coast Guard undertook these operations with some distinct and
important limitations. While appropriations were greatly increased to
permit the expanded fleet and personnel, there was no limitless outpour-
ing of funds. The new vessels could not be procured or built overnight;
a year was needed, at best. With funds so limited, and with the need of
faster craft, the Service was astute to avail itself of some of the captured
rum runners.

The early 3-mile limit and the later 12-mile limit, beyond which foreign
vessels could not be seized, provided an important and constantly ex-
ploited immunity for the liquor supply ships. Legally, the Coast Guard
was powerless to molest them, and could only picket and trail to try to
prevent contact with shore-based runners. This proved generally suc-
cessful. Some seizures of foreign vessels were unwisely made beyond
these limits, and often international complications followed. But to
discover and keep under surveillance every offshore rum runner in the
vast coastal waters of the United States would have required a fleet far
greater than the Coast Guard could muster. Thus, many succeeded in
supplying the contact boats and a large number of the latter were
continually slipping through the “second line of defense” to land their
cargoes. However, from 1925 onward, the flow was slowed measurably.

This was no easy time for coast guardsmen. From start to finish, the
prohibition law was unpopular. Citizens of the United States could
have been divided into two groups—wets and drys. So far as their
tastes and sympathies were concerned, personnel of the Coast Guard also
could have been divided the same way, as could every other large group
of people. Temptations placed in the way of the coast guardsmen
through seized liquor and rum runners’ attempted bribes were great.
It would be straying from the truth to say that all coast guardsmen were
able to resist these temptations. Some bribes were taken, and some liquor
was destroyed through internal consumption. In a few isolated cases,
coast guardsmen ashore even cooperated with rummies. The truly
amazing fact is that those who succumbed to the temptations comprised
such an extremely small proportion of the whole. When infractions of
the rules were discovered, the offenders were dealt with promptly and
severely. The overwhelming majority of officers and enlisted men were
dedicated to their task no matter what they personally thought of the
18th amendment.

The disheartening number of releases and acquittals by certain courts,
when there should have been forfeitures and convictions, had a distinct
effect upon the morale of the Coast Guard officers and men, and greatly
complicated their task. It is to their everlasting credit that, despite this
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ever-present threat of having their efforts go for naught, the officers and
men carried on conscientiously and diligently.

The public generally wanted its liquor, and took a very dim view of
all enforcement agencies. The press was mixed; while the Coast Guard
received a “good press” in many quarters, it was by no means good in
others. The Service did not enjoy popularity with either wets or drys;
the wets criticized it, of course, because it was carrying on a campaign
against the rum runners; the drys criticized it since it did not completely
stop the flow of liquor from the sea. It was a cross which the coast
guardsman had to bear, and he bore it well.

But many good things for the Coast Guard came out of these 14 years
of rum warfare. The Service was greatly expanded, and while it became
reduced at the end of the period, it remained larger and more important
than it had been previously. Instead of a service known for the most
part locally along the coast, it became internationally known. Much
of the experience gained by its personnel was immensely valuable. Its
esprit de corps was immeasurably enhanced and that enhancement has
persisted down through the years. Intelligence became highly developed
and has remained so. Standardization of communications procedures
in line with those of the Navy was a strong plus factor in World War 11I.

Some Coast Guard officers of the rum running days, now retired, will
say that the Service was not cven indifferently successful in catching the
rummies. Perhaps these officers are perfectionists and were disappointed
that all the rum runners were not caught. Like many, they may have
served in vessels which effected very few captures. Others are of the
opinion that the Coast Guard succeeded in reducing the flow of liquor
to a mere trickle, and that success was great. Other opinions range all
the way between the extremes. In these reflections, much depends upon
what each individual considers par for the course, influenced somewhat
by the successes, or frustrations personally encountered.

However, we can get down to some very convincing data and a sound
conclusion. The Atlantic, Pacific, and Gulf coasts of the United States,
not including the shores of bays, rivers, and so forth, exceeded 5,000
miles in length. When the Coast Guard’s floating equipment was at
its numerical peak, there were approximately 330 vessels 75 feet or more
in length. These comprised destroyers, first-class cruising cutters, second-
class cruising cutters, harbor cutters, and launches, and 75-foot, 100-foot,
and 125-foot patrol boats.

The Coast Guard had other duties to perform besides chasing rum
runners, and some of these vessels were always so engaged. All had
periods in port for liberty and rest, as well as occasional times of avail-
ability for overhaul and repairs. It is perhaps likely that 200 vessels
were at sea attending to the rummies at any given time.

If these 200 vessels could have spread a cordon along our coasts, that
would have meant about one vessel in the line every 25 miles. But
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coastal waters had width as well as length; and it would have meant one
vessel to every 300 square miles of ocean within the 12-mile limit alone!
That certainly would not have been a tight blockade; in fact, a real
blockade with 200 vessels covering 60,000 square miles would have been
completely impossible.

Even such a disposition of vessels was not possible, however, because
there were concentrations of rum ships and contact boats, requiring con-
centration of Coast Guard vessels at certain points, particularly off New
York and New Jersey. Furthermore, picketing was vital, and theoreti-
cally 25 large rum ships hovering outside the 12-mile limit supplying the
New York market tied up 2 Coast Guard vessels. It is readily apparent
that while the Coast Guard succeeded in intercepting and seizing a
tremendous total of rum runners, it did not have the physical means with
which to bring about a complete stoppage in the flow of liquor from
the sea.

Considering the numerical strength of the adversaries, the immunity
of the foreign rum runner beyond the legal limit, and the great expanse
of ocean in which operations were carried out, one can only conclude
that the Coast Guard did a highly creditable piece of work in making its
thousands of seizures. The amount of liquor successfully landed was
greatly reduced; the life of the rum runner was made uncomfortable and
hazardous; and in the later years the business became almost unprofitable.

Coast Guard personne] almost to a man rose above the frustrations
and discouragements offered by unsympathetic courts, unpopularity with
the public, and the temptations of the period. Their dedication to a
duty which was often distasteful, their conscientiousness in carrying out
their assignments, and their courage in meeting the challenge of violence,
was a credit to them and in accordance with the high standards of the
U.S. Coast Guard.

164



APPENDIX A

Rum Runners Taken Over

By Coast Guard

1925 to 15 April 1935

A LIST oF BOATS seized for violations of laws of the United States and,
after due process of law, assigned to the Coast Guard for its use. In
cases where boats were disposed of by burning, such action was taken
after a survey by commissioned officers, and approval thereof by Coast
Guard Headquarters. It had been determined that the boat was not
only unfit for use or further use by the Coast Guard, but also was unsafe
for use by other Government departments or private individuals.
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5 15| 5 PR
b ohol: T A CG936....]...... LR | o e X
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Bima,. . .o ooy CG-9079. ..}...... X
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oy b R S S R I R L) [
2374001 {ERUNNNY ST [SSPURO (SUR URN U ek
Ethel May. .. .... C@=2010: . e e ! vocllti. - =2 X
P, 4 a5s [oaseatai - s |- oapaBesalt oy ) pe
Ty i b A 88 CG-AN17. . |...... X2
Fidelia.......... CG996....|...... A Y X
DroptBialiay ¢ sale-s: 230 cmimdla . | bom vl T
Florence......... CG-9001. ..|...... XA A
jat, MR . | CG-8030...| X |....|.c....
Gaviota, ........ @c=8027 ... X [inoifer..at
(187:35 g0, ey MR (R ST -l (ST
Gene Tunney. ...| CG-984....|...... X
George E. IT. .. .. CG-828. .. [ X R 1.
George and Earl.. | CG-9277. . .| X |....|......
Gipsy Sue....... CG-8013. . .|...... X
(G T2 PP S SR | (R PR (TP | e
Good Luck. .. ... CG-835....|...... e N L X
Halcon.......... CG-979....|...... X6 e n s
Hammitt L.
Robbins. ...... CG=2959 . o ] e e
Happy Parrot. ...| CG-961....|...... sa) 2R
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» Burned accidentally.
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Name or number
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Used, then sold

Taabhloii ). sauiant
talian Beauty.. ..

Killarney. ... ....
Kiyokawa........

Little Gussie. ... ..
Little Josephine. .
Lucky Star.......
Lucky Strike. .. ..

Mardelle........
Mareuilendole. . . .
Margaret D.. . ...
Marianne........

Matilda Barry.. ..
May B.. siivos .56

CG-9152. ..
CG-902. ...
CG-8032. ..
CG-833. ...
CG-2380. . .
CG-9127. ..
CG-940. ...
CG-9012. ..
CG-9255. ..
CG-970. ...
CG-9274. ..
CG-906. . ..
CG-9264. ..
CG-956.. ..
CG-8005. ..
CG-824.. ..
CG-9265. .

CG-9268. ..
CG-998. ...
CG-815.. ..
CG-967. ...

CG-8026. ..
CG-985. ...

s Burned accidentally.

b Sank.
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Miss Palm Beach..| CG-9115...|......|... | .ol ot X
Mizpah.......... CG-838....| X ... o] R
Moto Morovich...| AB-25.....[......|....|l......l.... ...l oo X
Mystery Girl. .. .. CG-944. .. |...... X e
Neptune......... CG-912.. . |...... D+ G I O P .
Njord. . ..o oo e X
Nordeda.........|....oovoo oo | X
NormanD....... CG-9145. . .| ...l oo e X
Onagara.........| o.ooovoonfooaon. P ) T N X
Onaway......... CG-9256...|...... D+ G A Y PR P e
Osprey. ... oo [ A X
Osprey...c...... CG-905....|...... | .| X ... R
Over the Top.. ... CG-8009...|......| o] X
Pat..............0 CG9138...| X |....|. ..o i)
Patara... ........0ccoooni]onn D, G T A S
Patsy.......... . oo X oo .
Phantom (O] @/ I B R Y I X
Phantom II...... CG939. ... o] X
Pip........ooo1 CG-9156. . .{.. ... D G T N
Porpoise. ........ CGO14....| X |.oofooo oo
Princess..........| CG-964.. . .|...... X oo
Pueblos.......... CG-9271. .| ... .ol X e
Quetzaicoatl......| CG=972....|......|... | ... o] X
Rainbow II...... CG-9005...|...... X oo o
Redwood. ... .. .. CG-9272. . .|...... S I D P X
Rene-B.......... CG916....|...... X oo
Resolution. . .....|. ..o oo o
Rethaluleu. ......|. .. .o e X |....
Righto...........] CG-9006. ..|......|.... | oo |t X
RobertB.........| CG-935....|...... Y IRV IR PR X
Roven Gambler. ..{ CG-997....|...... D, G Y I P P
Russel. .......... CG-8008. ..|......0.... b, QNN IRV R N
Ruth............ CG-9073. ... ..... R O T X
RuthJ.........| oot D G DS I P P R
Safe and Sane.,..|......... ... .. B Y P D I X
SalLal IL........ CG-8001, . .|...... b G IR IV DY IRV
Sambo G........| .o X
Sayona IL........ CG-930....|...... D, G PR R P
Scout,...........| CG-9001. . . [...... X oo
Sea Gull......... CG-933....|...... X e
Sea Hawk........| CG-968....[...... D, G U RV PO P
Seger..... ool CG-9173. .. oo e X
Seno Isla..... CG-8003. ..I......|....] o]t D G AV S PN P
Shark...........[ccco oo oo D, G AN Y N
Sharpie.. ........ CG-9209. ..| X ...
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Tornado. . ....... CG-981....|...... G s - 0| T - ke 5
&0 pouygc R CEERIB. . | o Wl s > | ST P ALY A
TR eos s ¢ e il b (G =0kl SNSRI Rl [ o R, R | P (S 1 X
YVataes . .. = oo o (010 =031 2= M S T N, (AN, e | R X
YT T Y CE=2. sy cass b)bs - - 2 i b Bt B i L Sl
ViStORE= « 5 . - wipest's CG-943. .. .|...... gl EEEE B (T S
NiRTaG S v - i 5 Do a5 = | [ ORI AR S | LA
VAHCE S & o gl e B CG-9269. . .|...... |y | AT T X
Virginia L........ (G{eto) S| U S 3. of| IR L Y| S o
Warbug......... (gt | R Pl [ X | ee il & e uy
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¢ Used, wrecked.
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Name or number
of rum runner
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Used, then sold
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Used, then trans-

Used, then
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another Govern-
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CG-9180. . .
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CG-9195. ..
CG-919%. ..
CG-9197. ..
CG-9198. ..
CG-9199. ..
CG-9206. ..
CG-9207. ..
CG-9208. ..
CG-9210. ..
CG-9211. ..
CG-9212. ..
CG-9213. ..
CG-9214. ..
CG-9215. ..
CG-9216. ..
CG-9217. ..
CG-9218. ..
CG-9219. ..
CG-9223. ..
CG-9224. ..
CG-9227. .
CG-9229. ..
CG-9230. ..
CG-9233. ..
CG-9234. ..
CG-9240. ..
CG-9241. ..
CG-9242. ..
CG-9254. ..
CG-9259. ..
CG-9260. ..
CG-9273. ..
CG-9276. ..
CG-9003. ..
CG-830....
CG-9175. ..
CG-9176. ..
CG-9182. .
CG-9261. ..
CG-9257. ..
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Name or number
of rum runner

1836 Tr: pim v e m -
KE1aTTEE... & - it
B8 . .
K-17435.........
R80T i - oo
R=198257.. .. .. ¢
K82, .. .50
K-22845.........

- T :
5|k :
D )4
Became — g o AR
= 00 A A = - (R
L =t bl = (1
o} = ol il (=)
............................ X
CG-9008. ..}, ..... { ol
GG=9167: . .]... ... Q) i
CG-9159. ..|...... > e
CG-8031. . .| X L S |
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CG-8010.. .| Xo, -4
ESIHBML ali) k. 0 X
CGC=9158. .. He . stiw 1 ] A%
GG=9193. . .| ... ). X
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CG-8023. . .|...... o, | PN |||
CG-929....|...... Bl | e
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CG=2251.n.].... B Ve S i i | ol
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"CIG=9R82 s s Gl xcw e B e e
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(CHE =) Gy R T R (SR e | - U

a Burned accidentally.

¢ Used, wrecked.
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V-2316.. ........ CG-9050. . .|...... = S T W FIRE S . oot
V=2774.. ........ CG-9100. . .|...... ooy 160 o Gl D | i RUE Gotliet o |5 X
V2793 ci v vvis CG-8020. ..]...... QY P E T R il e TN | Y| B
V-2980.......... CG-9232. . .|...... K liiaidisil)sciins ]t W
V-3042., ........ (@ ok - 1SRN I | TN Y | SN [T I ) o Y
V-3044.. ........ (=, EOTOLFC RN SS | S [N Soits LR ey, J X L
V-3483., ........ (OO e R [RSERARY S, R L Fon) | et i I'». <
V-4434.. ........ (20 =Cloyg. NP (A iyt | [NRY JERC] | SO P X 1.
V-5920.. ........ (- E (07 RN (Y BNV RSP DI, T | (R ol 28 s
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B 7 7/ e ()& 2o, Vo T !l BN (L IRE ) =] IR [ X
VRBESS.. soan oum CG-9047. . .|...... ', ST NN I I | —
V-8457.......... CJARIEBRE VL e o T e s T 5 ol & g X
V-9074.......... (020 1Ty I | S WP | S| [, | S g X
VaRAT . CG-9026. . .|...... - Sl I ., || E— . ¥F
V-10962......... [ 2% (7 T [ | Y S PR —— X
V-10980......... COEIBE e e a s st o)l sm it | nd o] s dilaes s e X
b i 0 1 7/ S CEBY ol e v balicasloasealisofoesileon ool oms X
V-11498......... Lo 0L ird SRS (U SN SR FR T — X
V-11941..,...... GO L3S e Wi ooe obiaaald . alimibes
V12206 ke s s6ms CG-8004. . .|......|.... TR R L || T
V=12521 i 0c60ieme CG-9066. . .|......].... > R NS [ )

o Used, wrecked.
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V=150420 o v GIG=PETT. . [8... 00l o b o 1 B 2 ] 5 YR
V=150864. v oo CQCEVETE. . [0 ol Tt s 2105 | s D, |, SESLL| (SRR RS || S
Va5 e CE=IIN L s o [ SRR R I O e o) e T
V=IE40L. . o oo G0 [ ol Bhal S | (| T ) P TP | =
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VB8 b i is b eie Zoah) | | R | NI | |G [ X |
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V-15495......... CEE20G05 MR 1 B ]l o [ 5t A o ] Feomis & WG -5 s S
V-15670......... (e Solutc LA b o £ N (N SR ol e ]| S 261"
YELABAN. .. e CG-9004. . .[......|.... > LS ) ] 0N 7 S e L |
V=S85 .- = (o{C— 0 (O R TR, A =Sy ) S St | 1 T X
VBTI8 100 . fwa CCETIOF 4 AR e Mo wfdgas » - 216 20E o] o gl | 80 X
V-15828......... GRSl ane | Lo s PRI . K|S < s A e
V=1BBHT S ;. comsutn- . Qe =9 1T -S| | S e i s X B
V-15867......... (G1CT =i (v Rl » Y] PRI PRI =] ey B | AR P X
VETSBOL.... . e e (AT 210710 0L PR, USRS |50 PR TR, o™ i 11 AR X
V-15944......... Cte =izl RN AU | Rl e M ] R L
V-16069......... CG=9067. '+ sice st fe s o gl el fdad m el e 0 vt Lo
V-A'G109R: fswe. . . CA=REST, . |y dane st > R [ s ] (TSP A [V |
V-16174......... COBDNOAN : ol)| consalpw s ol B % o8 TR IR oy o X
VENORNZE s s GEEMMD | v 5[ poa] g il oo fa o . o e o X
V-16360......... CARHOB . |9 sl s 2| e w0 w]e @ TR0 & X
V-16365......... CG=908250. |} . o wlllis b PRI TS 1)1 ) A ) A

» Burned accidentally.

o Used, wrecked.
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sed, then
destroyed
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sed, then trans-
ferred
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another Govern-
ment agency

Transferred to
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Burned

Destroyed
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V-16484.,....... (ElE Pk SwRy PRy | [
V=166R6: . .00 ... CE=8OT6. - o ... el e
V-16654......... CG-9052. . .{...... X
V-16700......... CG-9033. . .|...... X
Vet @727 s s 4 Da CG-9034. . .|. .. ... X
V-16847......... CG-9044. . .|. .. ... X
V-16865......... CGAET. : |lge .= X
VEHGOR2 ! s s 4 CG-9035. . .|...... X
V-16967......... G200 . i [ g e oo
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