




















Right: Nowzi Navy Aux-
icry Vessed EXTERN-
srEmE, the only Ger-
rnon surface vessel
taken ot seq by
Armerican forces dur-
Ing the war. Foliow-
ing a 12-day search
started Oct. 2, 1944,
the ship surrendered
after the EAstwing
landed three 5-inch . o
scivoss alongside the o

16 » The .S,

frawler,

Coast Guard ond the Greanland Patrol

m:ive‘l;y $t1‘":hll, t‘ubb‘y 8 :
269 feet and a beam of e:t E; nc,hea. but
their diesel power plants génerated a re-
spectable 12,000 horsepgwer. A removable
propeller at the bow was intended to ciear
ice, though that innovation proved impract-
cal in service. "Heeling tanks,” equipped
with powerful pumps, could rock the hull
bhack and forth. Their wide beam enabled
the ships to carry a substantial armament:

two twin 5<nch dual-purpose- gun mounts,

three quadruple 40mm anti-aircraft mounts,
six 20mm anti-aireraft guns, two depth-
charge tracks, six Y’wgum, and a Hedgehog
anti-submarine weapon. |
The designers also fodnd room for a J2F
aircraft and a pair of derricks to handle it
The EAsTwIND, SoutHwiND,iSToRiS, and:NORTH-
LAND, with the designation Task Unit 24.8.5
and the Easrwinn's CAPT Charles W, Thomas
in ¢ wand, were ordered to destroy the
German weather stations on the east coast.
On Oct,
what its observer called “a big ship” about a
100 miles north of Shannon Island. A day lat-
er the same plane, flying on patrol over
North Little Koldewey Island, spotied a pile
of what appeared to be |building materials
on the beach. The Eastwinn headed for the
latter site and, having broken through 12
miles of pack ice under cover of darkness,
put a landing party under LTIG Alden Lewis
ore, The Coast Guards captured a
dozen German military m"%f)nllc'l, several

2 the Eagrwing's aircraft slghted -

sﬁ-mm ke mwne-smaked secret ducuments
that the @&rman commander was about to

‘T‘homas th‘en turned his attention to the
ship his plane had spotted. The vessel, a
183-foot trawler named EXTERNSTEINE, was fi-
nally located, frozen solid in the ice off Shan-
non Island, Oct. 14. The Eastwinp, with the
SouTHWIND providing support, rammed
through the ice until its b-inch guns were
within range. After three salvoes from the
EAsTwiND's forward gun mount landed along-
side the trawler, a blinker signal flashed,
“we give up." The EASTWIND proceeded to
within 200 vards of the German ship and
sent over a prize crew of 32 men. They took
the ExTernsTEINE, which they unofficially re-
named EAsT Breeze, to Iceland. The Navy
gave dhe ship — the only German surface
vessel.taken at sea by American forces dur-
ing the war — the more prosaic name
CaLLAD.

The campalgn against the weather sta-
tions marked the end of American actions
e.‘a‘gﬂ:mst the Germans in Greenland.

Additional Reading

THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE ACCOUNT oF the Coast
Guard’s operations in Greenland is Green-
tand Patrol, the second of the 30 mono-
graphs in the unpublished serles The Coast
Guard at War, prepared by the Coast
Guard's historical section shortly after the
war. The Greenland volume was written by
Fayline de Brodes. The monograph series
was the basis {or the standard published
source on the Coast Guard's wartime activi-
ties, Malcolm F. Willoughby's The LS Coast
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