












'rhe expedition, with NOR'rH"" 
STAR'S captahl, Carl C. von Paulsen,l! 
In cOlnm,uld, set out with hilgb': 
hopes but ac(;omplished Ilttle. The'" 
woorh:ln-hulled NOR'I'H STAR got" 
damagt~d in the ice, and the task 
force h.ad to make <I detour to the 
Navy repair facility in Iceland, Von ..•••.••. 
Paulsen shifted his flag to the .. ,,,,,,,,,, 

Lett: The first German 
prisoner from a cop­
tured Nazi weather 
station on Shannon 
Island .stepsaboord 
the NORiHLAND Sept " 
1944. Army 652nd 
Infantry soldiers 
accompanied 
crewmembers as 
Ship's Landing Force. 

Inset: The German 
prisoners loter 
enjoyed dinner on 
the NORUilAND'S mess 
deck. 

~IP Q~<the,lce, 

A·dQw.·n.on Sept. l'.lfJ44.' the NOR.·.'nILA.ND, 
patr .>Hl.ns off Great Koldewey Island, spot· 
ted .... trawler that refused to respond to1 
re,coj5ll1uon slgna.ls. ,Th"e cu~t~r's captaJfl, 
t,CD~ RW. Butcher, called his crew to battle 
statl~ms and gave chase. . 

BI./.tcher was worried Ihat his quarry 
mighr~· make lor 0pl:~n water, where the slug-

S.l. Sh.. ·OR1....Hl..AN.D p.rO.babl.}.' \"I'Otd.d 1.J...e unable." .1.0
keep up, but the Gennan captain chose In· 
steae to try to lose the Coast Guard cutter 
in th, Ice, 

Tlten:.~ enslierl a thl'ee-hour chase over 

SO.I.Il. 70 mne.....,s. \.Ii.'.i.'ll.l th..e. N.il.)RTIU'.AND.'.S torwar. (.1a-Inc 1 gun firing at the tnlwIer whenever lit 
apPI~red between the ice floes . .Iu.'~t as the 
g.unnt:rs were fin.dlng the range the German 
vess1I was sudde.nly rod.ed by a p.lir of ex­
plosifmsand qUickly SIUlk, sr:utUed by lis 
creW_I· 

The NOR'nIIAND plc.ked up three lifeboats, 
contllning eight offlcers and 20 enlisted 
fllen, h'he senior Germ,m oflic€tr, a navy com­
mander, cerelnonlously handed his sword 
over ~o Butcher, who llung It in tbe NcmTH­
L.l\ND'~.!, wardroom, 

NOfmn..ANll,Alter an extensivepa,trl:)~I'.'I'Q'm,g 

thEl east coast it was established that the 
Genmm party had tried to take over the 
Sledge Patrol station on Sabine Island, but 
that a for<:e of AmerIcan bombers had de­
stroyed it and the Gennans had been evacu­
ated by air. 'fhe American landing party cap­
tured one Gennan officer who claimed he 
was il doctor; von Paulsen suspected that 
the BlaB was in fact a Gestapo agent. 

In July HII44 the NORTlIIAND and the STORIS 
embal'kt:~d a force of Army troops and set 
out to destr(ly a German weather slatlon 
thaI the Slf~dge Patrol had found on the ea.st 
coast near Shannon Island. Once again the 
GenIHlns fled before the Coast Guard ar­
rived,'l'he Americans {c)lmd a slnall,. meticu­
IOllSly canlollflaged building, a stockpile of 
gasoline drums, food, and ammunition, and 
C()]]l.ponents of a I<.mg-range radio transmit­
ter. V'l'(:~dged In the Ice about four miles from 
the sllOre stalJoIl was an abandoned German 

apparently nanled CCH..IERG, which 
had been then~ for some HIlle; its 

htl:U had been dQ..I.nagt~d by n.re and holed by 
an explosion, and two anti-aircraft guns had 
been fromlhe ship's deck. and set 

lhe us. CCKlS! Guord (JndtheGreenlancl PCltroil " Hi 

I 
,( 



Right: llJt1Zi' Na'I/V Aux­
1,I/CIIV Vessel,ExfI,I','N­

SI!'INE" the on/v Ger­
!non vessef 

taken at sea by 
.A.merlcan forces dur­

,Ing the war. Follow­
I'ng (7 12-dav search 
st(lrted Oct. 2, 1944,. 
tJ!iS ship surrendered 

afrer !Iie CASIlAij'NO 
loncJed three 5-/nch 

wl'voes alongside the 
trawler, 

EASTWI 
III the autlll!llll of 

en, coes EASTWINO . 

by the famous naval 
Gibbs an.d Cox. I""'".''' 
The "Wl.nd"-clas 
latest le~break:e.r . . were 

munitions, some elaborate 
rologicaJ equipment, and 

sene-soaked secret documents 
[)elrman commander was about to 

Thomas then turned his attention 10 the 
Shl.p his plane hud spoUed. The vessel, a 

~t!vely Sl11~U, tubby S.hip~.· ..•.•...•.....•....• 3 Ie..ngth of 
269 f€~.et and II: beam of 631leli'lt l3 but 
their diesel power plan~1 genel'ated a re­
spe<:table 12,000 II.o'l',sepQwer. A removable 
propeller at the bow was! Intended to clear 

~~:J~r~::~~;~E:U~~~:cd:~~~ 
back and forth. Thedr w beam enabled 
the ships to (carry a sub.:tanUal armanrent: 
two twirl 5'Uu':h dual-pur pose njounts, 
three quadrupJe4011ll'l1 a mOullts, 
six 201l1n1.RIHi .. alrcraft two depth~ 

charge tracks, six lJiI H(ldgehog 
anti-submarine \veapon. ! 

The designers alsn l'o~nd room for a J2F 
aircraft and a pa.ll' of de~rlcksto handle It. 
The EAS'!'\IVIND, SOU'l't'I'WINP,'IST~ ..:lR;IS, allm!J,NI,J'R'I!I"l~ 
LAND, \'\llth the desIIP'la:t:i~ll Uti'll 
and th.e EAS'I'WIND'S CAf~1·t'ha:lileiS·W. Thomas 

~~;~~"m:~~~::;e::a::"~ ;~:~::~. 
On Oct 2 the E,\s.nvIN~)'S aircraft slghtt:~d . 

what its observer caUe.d '1a big ship" about a 
100 InlIes north 01 Shannqn Island. A dil)' lat­
er the same plane, fIY~iIg on pall'o.l. over 

~~:.~ a~i~.: ~p~.;;.).;~~7,.;.y.~.:.I:'.~.·.id~:.·.";"~t.:.·r~.::.•
on lh.e bench .. The EAST liND headed for 1Ill:~ 

lalter sile and, having ~l'oken through 12 

1.:.1l.I..I..es.. of. l.l.~. C.k.'.ice UI1.d.i.e.,rf:(..).·.~,e.r 01.... di'1.. r... knf.::~s.~, 
put a lauellng party ul1(:le~' L fJG Alden LewiS 
ashore, The Coast Guar~L'llllelJ <:aptured 11 
dozen Gel'lllan. lnillta.ry personnel, several 

l83-foot trawler named EXTERNSTEINE, was fi­
nally locclted, fro.zen solid in the ice 01£ Shan­
non Island, OcL 14, The EASTWIND, with the 
SCIUTHI,VIND providing support, rammed 
through the ice until its 5-inch guns were 
withIn range. After three salvoes from the 
EA..'=lT\VIND'S forward gun mount landed along­
sIde the trawler, a blinker signal flashed, 
"v,,'e give up." The EASTWIND proceeded to 
within 200 yards of the German ship and 
sel1i't a prlz.e crew of 32 men,'l'hey took 

ElNE, whleh they unoUlc:i<:llly re­
EAST BREEZE, to Iceland. The Navy 

shIp - th.e only German surface 
at sea by American lor(~es dur­

Ing the war- tht~ more prosaic name 
eALLAO, 

the '(\.;8mpa..ign against the weather sta­
tions ma.rked the end of Amerka.n <lcHons 

st the Germans inGr('~enland. 

AddltionafReadlng 
THE MClST cm....IPREHENSIVE ACC()IJNT ()F the Coast 
Guard's operati.OJls in Greenland is (~'reel1­
land Patrol, the second of the 30 mono­
graphs l.n the unpublished sel'l,esThe Coa.<;t 
GilaI'd al .1,Var, prepared by the Coast 
Guard's historical sectl()!'l shortly after the 
war. The Greenland volume was written by 
Pauline de Brode's. The lllonograph seties 
\'\I'as till;: b.1Sis for the standard published 
source on tbe Coast Gl.I<ll'd.'s wartllm~ (lc;livi­
ties, lVlalcolrn F.WUloughby's The U:.s, (~()ast 

JI6_Ih",i u,s, C005t GUC!lC! and n'lle (,rEH",n!Iond Pol,oll 




