
 

USS LST-763 

 

Builder: American Bridge Company, Ambridge, Pennsylvania 

Commissioned: 8 September 1944 

Decommissioned: 29 April 1946 

Disposition: Sold for scrap on 11 December 1947 to the Southern Shipwrecking 
Company of New Orleans. 

Length: 327' 9"' oa 

Beam: 50' 

Draft: 1' 6" bow, 7' 5" stern (unloaded); 8' 2" bow, 14' 1" stern (loaded -- at sea); 
3' 1" bow, 9' 6" (loaded -- beaching) 

Displacement: 1,625 (light); 4,080 (w/ full load of 2,100 tons) 

Propulsion: 2 x General Motors 12-567 diesels, twin shafts/rudders 

Range: 24,000 nm @ 9 knots 

Top Speed: 11.6 knots 

Complement: 111 

Troops: 163 

Initial Armament: 7 x 40mm (single mount); 6 x 20 mm (single mount); 2 x .50-
caliber mgs; 4 x .30-caliber mgs 

 

Commanding Officers: 

LT Alton W. Meekins: 8 September 1944 - 29 April 1946 

 



History: 

USS LST-763 
LST Flotilla 29, Group 85, Division 170 

The Coast Guard-manned USS LST-763 was commissioned at Algiers, 
Louisiana on 8 September 1944, under the command of LT Alton W. Meekins, 
USCG.  On 19 September 1944, she arrived at Panama City, Florida, for two 
weeks of shakedown exercises, proceeding via Mobile, Alabama, where she 
drydocked for a day.  Returning to New Orleans on the 30th she received five 
sections of LCTs and on 12 October 1944 she proceeded to Gulfport, 
Mississippi, to take on tank deck load of general cargo for Pearl Harbor.  She 
arrived there 5 December 1944, via Panama Canal, San Diego and Port 
Huememe, California and proceeded to load combat cargo at Honolulu and 
Kehuliu Maui, with 12 officers and 227 enlisted men of the 4th Marine Division for 
the invasion of Iwo Jima. 

After five days of maneuvers off Maui she joined a convoy on 27 January 1945, 
for Eniwetok and Saipan, arriving on 14 February 1945.  On the 11th six officers 
and 68 enlisted men of the 4th Marine Division reported on board and on the 
15th sailed for Iwo Jima, arriving on the 19th.  Unloading amphibious vehicles on 
the 20th and 21st she made two beachings on the 22nd and three on the 23rd.  
By the 24th all cargo and personnel were unloaded.  She transported personnel, 
ammunition, vehicles and supplies from transports to the beach until 3 March 
1945, receiving considerable structure damage while alongside transports due to 
heavy seas.  She sailed for Saipan on the 3rd, arriving on the 27th, and was 
drydocked until 6 April 1945.  She arrived at Okinawa on 27 April 1945, with six 
officers and 224 enlisted men and after unloading proceeded to Saipan on 7 May 
1945, arriving on the 13th. 

On 21 May 1945, she leaded ammunition, LVT s, vehicles, supplies and 19 
officers and 367 enlisted men of the 8th Marine Division, and Company A, 726th 
Amphibious Tractor Battalion, U. S. Amy for the invasion of Iheya Shima, near 
Okinawa, arriving at Okinawa on 30 May 1945, and at Iheya Shina on 14 June 
1945.  The ship was completely unloaded by the 5th and sailed next morning for 
Okinawa, thence departing for Leyte on the 10th, arriving on the 15th. 

On the 24th she loaded cargo and personnel of the 59th Air Service Group, U. S. 
Army Air Corps for transportation to Okinawa sailing on 29 June 1945, and 
arriving on 5 July 1945.  On the 6th she loaded cargo and personnel of the 77th 
Infantry Division, U. S. Army for Leyte, sailing on the 8th and arriving on the 
13th.  On the 15th she proceeded to Cebu, Philippine Islands arriving at Talisay 
Point next day to unload cargo and personnel at Danao Point on the 17th.  She 
returned to Subic Bay on 26 July 1945, and taking on personnel and cargo of the 
5th Air Force proceeded to le Shima near Okinawa.  She returned to Subic Bay 
on 22 August 1945, and Leyte on the 26th.  Here she loaded personnel and 



cargo of the 8th Army for Batangas Bay, Luzon, arriving on 5 September, 1945, 
and at Yokohama on the 15th.  She returned to Okinawa on 24 September 1945, 
and then proceeded to Sendai, Japan, arriving on 23 October 1945.   

She returned to San Francisco on 23 December 1945, via Tokyo, Saipan and 
Pearl Harbor and then proceeded to Lake Charles, Louisiana via Balboa, New 
Orleans and Orange, Texas, arriving 3 April 1946.  She was decommissioned at 
Lake Charles Louisiana on 29 April 1946. 

The LST-763 was awarded two battle stars for her service during World War II.  

 

 

No official caption/photo number; photographer unknown.  

The LST-763 beached at Iwo Jima, 1945. 

U.S. Navy photograph provided courtesy of LST-764 veteran Paul George. 
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