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Number 29

CUTITER “BIBB"” MAKES SPECTAC-
ULAR RESCUE OF FPLANE
“BERMUDA SKY QUEEN"

The Coast Guard Cutter George M.
Bibb, while occupying a weather patrol
station in mid-Atlantie, on October 14
found itself at the scene of the emer-
gency landing of the American flying
boat Bermuda Sky Queen, and was able
to successfully perform one of the most
spectacular of recent sea rescues.
This was not a chance meeting of dis-
tressed aireraft and rescue ship, for
the Bibb was on her station by design,
carrying out an assignment which was
a part of the obligation assumed by the
United States under the International
Civil Aviation Organization, The cap-
tain of the plane knew of the Bibb and
her position and, according to early
reports, returned to the vicinity when it
became apparent that a rapidly dimin-
ishing fuel supply would not carry his
craft to land.

The officers and crew of the Bibb
through skillful seamanship for which

" the Coast Guard has always been noted,
were able to remove all of the passengers
and crew of the ditched plane with no
loss of life and only minor injuries.
The rescue operations conducted dur-
ing high winds and stormy seas, ex-
tended over parts of 2 days.

The rescue operations conducted by
the Bibb were carried out by means of
rafts and small boats, the cutter facili-
tating the work by the discharge of oil
and constant maneuvering to form a lee
for the plane. Passengers of the Ber-
muda Sky Queen were first embarked

in a rubber raft inflated by the plane’s
crew, and in this ferried a short dis-
tance to small boats from the Cutter
Bibb., A second transfer was made
from the small boats to the cutter itself.
The rubber life raft was an essential
piece of equipment in this rescue, as
boats, could not safely approach the -
plane in the heavy seas. The com-
manding officer of the Bibb is Capt. Paul
Cronk, USCG. .

' After destroying the plane as a men-
ace to navigation the Bibb proceeded to
Boston. The American owned plane,
making a chartered flight, had taken off
from Foynes, Ireland, and was sched-
uled to make its first landing at Gander,
Newfoundland.

The cutter Bibb was built at the
Navy Yard, Charleston, S. C, and
launched in 1937, being commiss!oned
the same year. The ship is 327 feet in
length, with a draft of 1214 feet, and
has a normal crew of 16 officers and
107 enlisted men. Propelling plant con-
sist of geared turbines supplied with
steam from oil-fired boilers and driving
twin screws.

First assignments of the Bibb after
her commissioning was to the Fifth
Coast Guard District, with Nerfolk as
her home port. In 1938 the ship made
a special practice erdise with cadets
from the Coast Guard Academy, and in
1939 spent about 3 months on temporary
duty with the Navy, engaging in joint
maneuvers, Later that year the Bibd
joined a destroyer squadron for the
assistance of shipping in the North At-
lantic. In the ‘winter 6f 1939 it was a
part of the Grand Bapks: Patrol. In’
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February 1940, the Bibb inaugurated the

_ Atlantic weather patrol, taking up sta-
tion in 85°88’ north latitude and 53°21’
west longitude. During 1940 and 1941
much of her time was spent on weather
patrol.

In 1942 the Bibb was cruising and
doing convoy duty in the North Atlantic
as a part of the Atlantic Fleet. It made
numerous underwater sound contacts,
and dropped appropriate depth charges.
Once two other ships in the same convoy
were sunk by enemy action.

On September 24, 1942, 61 survivors
were brought aboard the Bibdb, then
under command of Commander Walfred
G. Bloom, USCG. They were members
of the crew of the 8. 8. Penmar, which
was . torPEdOﬂd about 60 hours before,
Also picked up 8 survivors from the S. 8.
Tennessee. All survivors were given

* food, blankets, and medical care. Dur-
ing the remainder of the year there were
‘other submarine IEDOItS, and depth
charges were dropped.’

By February of 1943 the Bibh had
acquired a world-wide reputation for
giving’ succor to survivors of enemy
action. ~ Setting out for convoy duty
on February 1, the Bibd had several
indications of enemy submarines in the
vicinity during the first week of the
month.

On Pebruary 7, 1943, the Bibd, Com-
mander Roy L. Raney, USCG, com-
manding, began taking aboard survi-
vors of the S. 8. Henry S. Mallory.
Rescue operations continued with fev-
erish pace throughout the forenoon
during which time 202 survivors were
taken from lifeboats and rafts, The
same afternoon 83 additional survivors
from the Greek 8. S, Kalliopi were
brought aboard, making a total of 233
for the day.

This date was a record day for rescue
work at sea. With heavy seas and
such numbers of persons in the water
to be rescued, the crew of the Bibb
were taxed to the limit of their skills
and strength. Because of heavy seas,
only two or three rafts could be seen
at a time, and there was every reason
to expedite the work since some men
(wounded by the explosion) had al-
ready died on the rafts.

Next day another ship in the area
was reported torpedoed. Sound con-
tacts caused the Bibb to drop a pattern
of depth charges which resulted in an
oil slick.

On March 1 aud March 5 the Bibb's
guns sank floating mines. On the 2d
and 8th' the Bibb recelved messages
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concerning ships torpedoed in the At-
lantic. On the 8th a submarine was
sighted on the surface by an allied
vessel close by. On March 9, another
sliip in the convoy reported a torpedo
crossed her bow, On the same day
the Bibdb sighted a sub on the surface
several miles away, and later in the
day proceeded to screen the 8. 8. Mel-
rose Abbey as she picked up survivors
from another torpedoed ship.

On March 10, the Bibb, Commander
Roy L. Ranéy, USCG commandmg. re-
celved word that two other ships had
been torpedoed, The same day the
Bibb rescued three survivors from the
torpedoed S. S. Conlmore and two sur-
vivors from the 8. S, Bonneville. Same
day the Bibb proceeded to the assistance
of 8. 8. Rosewood reported sinking, but
did not find this ship due to storm and
darkness.

Next day (March11) the Bibb sighted
the stern of a tanker that had been
torpedoed, and began search for sur-
vivors.

Ou March 12 the Bibb sighted the bow
of a tanker. Later in the same day
sighted and identified an abandoned
ship as 8. 8. Coulmore.

- Doing convoy duty in April 1943, the
Bibb made three attacks with depth
charges following probable sub contacts,
Numerous similar actions in May, one
of which followed the sighting of a peri-
scope on the Casablaneca route.

In June of 1943 there were probable
sub sound contacts on the 15th and 21st,
resulting in dropping charges and mak-
ing emergency turns.

The Bibb reported heavy oil and
debris following the dropping of a pat-
tern of charges on July 9, 1943. Oil
samples were taken from the water that
day, and another ship in the convoy
fired on a surface target. Dozens of
such details in the Bibl's record show
the frequency of the submarine activi-
ties with reference to the convoy of
which the Bibb was a part.

The year 1944 marked the continua-
tion of the Bibd's work in convoy.
‘While escorting to North Africa in July
1944, the Bibb underwent an enemy air
attack with protection from her smoke
screen,

Altogether the Bibb made a fine con-
tribution to the allied war effort in the
Atlantic and the Mediterranean. Her
routine activities consisted of seeking
ont and fighting enemy submarines, and
performing convoy duty, Her most
spectacular achievements consisted of
the rescue of survivors from ships sunk
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or damaged by enemy torpedoes, and
her rescue of 235 persons in 1 day is
the high light of the Bibb wartime
history,

After a fine war record in the Atlantic
and some refitting and repairs, the Bith
moved into the Pacific where she also
gave a good account of herself.

In February 1945, en route to Pearl
Harbor the Bibb went to the assistance
of the Narragansett, and took a drydock
In tow for 3 days.

Arriving in the Pacific battle zones
late in the war, this cuftter missed the
earlier thrusts, but swung into battle
action at Okinawa. She spent most of
her time during Okinawa operation in
a harbor at Kerama Rhetto and was an
almost constant target for Japanese

,8uicide planes, During the operation
she was subjected to some 55 air raids.
On June 21 shortly after 1830 two Jap-
anese planes flying low entered a blind
approach to the harbor, The first plane
crashed into a ship anchored 300 yards
off the port side of the Bibb. The other
plane circling high, came in for a dive
on a ship (00 yards off her port side.
The gun crews on the cutter Bibd and
two other vessels opened fire and
downed the plane just before it crashed
into its intended target. During nu-
merous raids the guns of the Bibp fired
on the attackers, and helped drive them
out of range.

USE OF LORAN BY VESSELS OF
MERCHANT MARINE IS ON
THE INCREASE

Loran, which was developed during
World War II for the armed forces, is
being inecreasingly used by both com-
mercial surface vessels and ocean air-
craft, Since the recent International
Meeting on Marine Radio Alds to Navi-
gation, held in New York and New Lon-
don, both foreign and domestic instal-
lations have remarkably increased.
Passenger vessels, freighters, tankers,
trawlers, and private yachts, are among
the types of vessels utilizing loran serv-
ice. Three firms are known to he manu-
facturing postwar loran receiver-indi-
cators for commercial vessels, but only
one of these is yet in position to deliver
in guantity. As these firms approach
their production quota, it is to be ex-

pected that loran will be utilized ex-|

tensively by commercial vessels and air-
craft operating where loran service is
available. 5y

The following information on current
users of loran was compiled from the

‘smaller ships are also
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records available in Coast Guard head-
quarters. It represents only informa-
tion received, and may not be complete.

MERCHANT MARINE USERS

In addition to the vessels of the
U. 8. Navy, Coast Guard, British Royal
Navy, and Royal Canadian Navy, there
are a total of at least 57 commereial
surface vessels reported equipped with
loran receivers at the present time.
Twenty-five of this total are Maritime
Commission vessels equipped with con-
verted wartime type loran receiver-
indieators. TIour more of these vessels,
not included in the total presently
equipped, will have thelr installations
completed in the near future. This
represents only a portion of the Mari-
time Commission vessels that will be
equipped, since the total contract is for
30 vessels. !

A few of the better known large ships
regularly utilizing loran service are:

S, S. America, United States Lines

Co. K

S. 8. Queen Mary, Cunard White
Star Lines.

S. 8. Queen EBlizabeth,
White Star Lines,

M. 8. Gripsholm, Swedish America
Line.

M. 8. Drottingholm, Swedish Amer-
ica Line,

8. 8. Matsonia, Matson Navigation
Co.

S. 8. American Seaman, War Ship-
ping Administration,

Besides the ships they have pres-
ently equipped with loran receivers,
Moore-McCormack Lines and the H.
Waeg Co., have each purchased four
additional sets for further installa-
tions on their ships.
ing trawlers, private yachts, and other

using loran with
marked success, pid -

AIR-LINE USERS

In addition to the military aircraft

Cunard

Commercial fish- ..

of the Air Transport Command, Navgl -

Air Transport Service, Army Air Force,
Navy, and Coast Guard, 10 commercial
ocean air lines using loran are Jisted
below, with the scheduled respective
number of monthly ocean flights,

United Airlines._____________
Pan American Airways_______
American Overseas Airlines___ 235

Air France 35
Sabena Alrlines (Belgium)___ - 17
KLM, Royal Dutch Airlines_. 26

-
.
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The U. S, Coast Guard Cutter BIBB, which has just made a thrilling
mid-Atlantic rescue of 69 people from a flying boat, made other major
rescuss both in peacstime and World Wer II, saving 301 survivors of tore
nadoed ships and providing an anti-submarine screen for other rescue
vesgels., In just one day the BIBB saved 235 lives. For military security,
details of the wartime rescues were not publicized during the war,

In 1942 the BIEB was cruising and dolng convoy duty in the North
Atlﬂﬁtic as & part of the Atlantic Fleet. It made numerous underwater
sound contacts, and dropped appropriate depth charges. Ones two other
ships in the same convoy were sunk by enémy action,

On 24 September, 1942, 61 survivors were brought aboard the BIEB,
then under command of Commander Walired G, Bloom, USCG, They were mem-
bers of the crew of SS PENUAR, which was torpedoed about sixty hours be-
fore, Also picked up 8 survivors from (he SS TENMESSEE, All survivors
wers given eppropriaste food, blankets, und medical care, During the
remainder of the year there were other mubmarins reports, and depth
cherges were dropped.

By February of 1943 the BIBB had acquired & world-wide reputation
for glving succor to survivorsg of enemy action. Setting out for cénvoy
duty on February 1, the BILB had several indications of enemy sub-

parines in the vicinity during the first week of the month,



On Februvary 7, 1943, the BIBB, Commander Roy L. Ransy, USCG, com-
manding, began taking eboard survivors of the 5SS IEMRY S. MALLORY, Rascus
operations continued with feverish pace throuchout the foranoom during
vhich time 202 survivors were taken from life beats and rafts, The sane
afternoon thrity-three additional survivors from the Gresk S$ XALLIOPI
. were brought eboard, meking a total of 235 for the day.

This date was a record day for rescue work at sea. With heavy secas
and such numbers of peraons' in the water to be rescued, the crew of the
BIBB were taxed to the limit of their slkdlls and strength. Because of |
heavy seas, only two or thrse rafis could be seen at a time; and i:hera
wvas every reason to expedite the work since some men (wounded by the ox- .
plosion) had already died on the rafts.

Next day another ship in the area twae reported torpedoed. Sound con-
tacts caused the BIBB to drop a pattern of depth charges which resulted in
en oil slick, | .

On llarch 1st and March 5th the BIBE's guns sapk floating mines. On
the 2nd and 8th the BIBB roceived messages coneerning ships torpedoed in
ths Atlantic, On the 8th a submarine mas sighted on the surface by an
allied vessel close by, On 9th Larch, another ship in the cc;mmy reported
& torpedo croséed her bow, On the same day the BIBB sighted a su‘b on the
surface several miles away; and later in the day proceeded to sereen the
SS IEIRCSE ADBEY as she picked up survivors from r;mo.ther torpedoed ship.

On Harch 10th the BIBB, Commander Roy L. Raney, USCG, commanding,
received word that two other ships had been torpedoed. Same day the DIEB
rescued three survivors from the torpedoed S5 COULLIORE and two survivors



from the SS BONMMEVIIIE, Same day the BIBB procesded to the assistonce of
85 ROSEWOCOD repdrted sinking, tut did not find this ship dus to storm and

darknesa. =

Next day (Larch 11th) the BIBB gighted the stern of a tanker that had
been torpedoed, and began search for survivors.

On liarch 12th the BIBB sighted the bow of a tanker. ILater in the sans
day sighted and identified an abandoned. ship as S35 COULLCRE.

Doing convoy duty in April, 1943, the DIBE made three ettacks with
depth charges following probable sub contacts. Numerous similar actions in
liay, one of which foilowed the sighting of a pierescope on the Casablanca
route,

In June of 1943 there were probable sub sound contzcts on the 15th
apd 21st, resulting in dropping cherges and making emergency turns,

The BIBB reported heavy oil and debris following the dropping of a
pattern of charges on July 9, 1943. 0il samples were taken from the water
that day, and another ship 1n the convoy fired on a surface target. Dozens
of such details in the BIBB's record show the frequency of the submarine
activities with reference to the convoy of which the BIBE was a part.

The year 1944 marked the continuation of the BIBB's work in convoy.
While escorting Yo North Africa in July, 1944, the BIBB underwent an enemy
alr attack with protection from her smoke screen.

Altogether the BIBD mode a fine contribution to the Allied war effort
in the Atlantic and the Mediterraneam. Her routine activitles consisted
of seeldng out and fighting enemy submarines, and performing convoy duty,

Her most spectacﬁlar achiecvements consisted of the rescue of survivors from



ships sunk’ or demaged by enemy torpedoes, and her rescue of 235 persons
in one day is the hipgh-lipht of the BIEB wartime history.
IN THI PACIFIC

After a fine war record in the Atlantlec and some re-fitting and repairs,
the BIEB moved into the Pacific where she also pgave o good account of hor=
gelf,

In Februery, 1945, enroute to Pearl llarbor the RIBB went to the assist-
ance of the MRACAISETT, and took a dry dock in tow for three days,

Avriving i the Pacific battle zones late in the war, this cutter
missed the earlier thrusts, but swmmg into battle action at Okinawa. The
Cozst Guard Cutter GRORGE 1. BIBB spent most of her time during Okinawe opera-
tion dn a harbor at Kerarn Rhetto ond vas an almost constant target for
Japanese 'sﬁicide pianes, During the operation she vas subjected to some 55
eir raids. On 21 June shortly after 1830 two Japanese planes flying low
entered a blind approach to the harbor. The first plane crmshed into &
ship anchored 300 yarde off the port side of the BIBB, The other plane
cireling high, came in for a dive on a ship 600 yards off her port zide,
The gun crews on the Cutter BIBB and twe other vessels opened fire and
downed the plane just before it crashed into its intended target. During
rumerous raids the puns of the BIOB fired on the atlackers, and helped drive
them out of rangs.

This occount of the BIBB is based on the VAR DIARILS for 1942, 1943,
1944, and 1945. The records are not now available here for January of '44
or for lovember and December of 1943; but the account given is syfficiently
cmnp]:ete to indicate the type of service performed by this cutter in this

var.



The Cutter BIBB was bullt at the Navy Yard, Charleston, S, C.y and
launched in 1937, being commissioned the same year, The ship is 327 feet
in length, with a draft of 12} feet, and has a normsl crew of 16 officers
and 107 enlisted men, Propelling plant consist of geared turbines supplied
with steam from oll fired boilers and driving twin serews,

Pirgt aesignmen‘bé of the BIBB after her commissioning w:ats to the Fifth
Coast Guard District, with Norfolk as her home port. In 1938 the ship made
a special practice cruise with cadets from the Coast Guard fLicademy, and in
1939 spent about three monthé on temporary duty with the Navy, engaging in
Jjoint maneuvers. Ieter that year the BIEB joined a destroyer squadron for
the assistance of shipping in the North Atlantic. In the winter of 1939
it was a part of the Grand Banks Patrol, In February, 1940, the BIBB ine
augurated the Atlaniic weather patrol, taking up station in 35° 38' North

Latitude and 53° 21! Viest Longltude. During 1940 and 1941 much of her time

was spent on weather patrol, .



NCG 2628 REPORT OF ASSISTANCE

62
(June 1940) (R O e
' First CG - District. Serial No. _....2=41
it . USCGC _BIBB (WPG-31) Porticular activity , 14 Qetober ., 1947
p_— : i b A L+, (Date of casualty)
Other units assisting None - | *SourcE-0 . *NATURE-1
*DEGREREZ2Igns ol Ehey *EQUIPMENT-3 2. i Ul
Vessel assisted . BBRMUDA SKY QUEEN; NC 18612 Nationality __United States (4 )
Home port Wew York, N. Y, Rig. Boeing. . 31/L4 (5 )
Cargo None el B P T e e R T T e L ([ e )
Bound from Foynes, Irsland _ | Tonnage........ e T O T 0 S N e (7 i)
) *Classification of assistance (major, or miscel-
To New_York City via Gander Rawsout 18 hrs.| lanéous) ..o (i B )
Names and addresses of— Persons on board:
Master . Charvles M. Martin, 1440 Broadway,. Crew-—— e (00T
N(:}W' York 3 Ne Y'
Owner _Anerics: International Airways D ReN IS e ) et B e = D T e e (202)
Persons actually saved from drowning:
Crew ... A e (1001)
Casualty: 7
Nature Gasaline shortage PagsengersiamBo 0 st be s o Mte (1002)
Persons rescued from positions of peril:
Cause Severe . head winds — CeW b e e (1101)
(See footnote 6)
_— .
Time and source of first information 852,..GCT,..14 ... PASSANEers et D e e B (1102)
_ Persons lost:
~Octa. 1947, fram Ganadian Aircraft KCO Crew Q (1201)
Time district commander was notified ..___ 1318 GCT.______. Passengers 0 (1202)
Coast Guard crew:
'Date and hour proceeded .0852.-GCT.-- 14 -0ct.--1947 Injured ... il (1301)
Arrived __..... 0852 GCT-.- Distance - Qoo Lost 61 A O oI P (1302)
Value of property involved:
Where found ---H@a.‘t;hex:.-stg:tig%;.__[i.chgl_zzl_i_g‘_! ___________ ATl o ST (1401)
(Local name)
Lt s @ N e IR Long...35%..43% W.......| Cargo TP Sl (1402)
= Value of property lost:
Was vessel in danger of extenaive damage orloss? _Ygg .. Vessel 3;.-_.-77.6.5_._’.9.9‘9_ ...... (1501)
Weather: ~ it T SRS
Wind 25090 2843 dcbdSen ol | Cargo. - eponees (1562),
Temperature 530 g .. Visibility _.g .. : =2 :
Equipment used: Persons succored 59 (1601)
Boats -NMotor-Surfboaty--Palling--Boats -
Gig. g Persons resuscitated Q (1702)
Breeches buoy
: Miles towed -~ (1904)
Vehicle : Coast Guard property damaged (description) :
: : 1 Motor Surfboat
/ Ordna b feisgil et i jsiele -t 1. RBubb Liferaft
nee »30-Cal,—line—throwinsgun;——— S TR .
20-111 machine gun Cordage, crocker;, etc.
Other . Rubber—14fe—Pafbs - —m—mmmemeemmeeeen Value 8- 55300+06 - (2005)

*This line to be filled in by headquarters. 16—0103-1



"

. Was service equipment satisfactory? If not, make full report and recommendation for -
improvement in a separate communication. = AR

» , REMARKS ) AEeG SOt
Y
Among other remarks, state specifically:
1. Did any deficiencies in aids to navigation, either as to number of aids or their
arrangement or functioning, havg anything to do with the occurrence?
2. Indicate whether any change in the number, type or arrangement of aids to navigation
seems desirable.
Sec inclosures and supplementary T)""‘_,EC- )
g
LS - of -
-
- Ak
Prepared by . Pe ‘. ‘CRONIC l - ' B D: gRONE .22
f (Commanding officer)
Rank Captain, USCG Ranl = Captain, USCG - «
INSTRUCTIONS

1. Reports shall be submitted in all cases of actual or attempted assistance. 2 '

2. Reports shall be typewritten and numbered serially for each fiscal year. Reports of assistance to, or searches: for, derelicts
shall be similarly numbered in a separate series. -

3. Under “Remarks” give an account of operations, mcludmg list of deaths or serlous mJurles, any unusual delays, difficulties,
outstanding performances of duty, and details of professional or public interest. Use additional sheets if necessary.

4. The numbers after certain words are code numbers for headquarters’ use only. " L 2

5. “Persons actually saved from drowning” include those who in all probability would have been drowned if Coast Guard
assistance had not been rendered. “Pérsons rescued from positions of perll”_mclude those whose lives were endangered by pos™,
ble drowning or other cause. .

6. State opinion as to whether or not casualty was partly or whol]y due to unseaworthmess, madequacy or lack of equipment,

or incompetency of personnel, and, if so, elaborate in “Remarks.”
U. 5. GCVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—0103



Her San "G HOACS T N GATTEA SR T
OFFICTAL DISPATCH

Unit U.S.CGC BIBB Date 18 October, 1947
INCOMING HEALDING
MR 4 A LINE 1723367 SLUG W HIPS NRDS GR 56 BT

TEXT

SRA X IN ADDITION TO REPORT OF ASSISTANCE RENDERED FOEM NCG 2628 RPT 2628
REQUEST AMPLIFYING INFORMATION CONCERNING IETHODS TECHNIQUES AND
PROCEDURES INCLUZING ADMOUACY OF FACILITIES AND EQULIPMENT USED THROUGHOUT
OPERATION INVOLVING SUCCESSFUL RESCUE OF SURVIVORS FROM AIRCRAFT NO 18612
X DESIRE INCLUSION IN COMMENTS ON OPERATIONAL DLFFECTIVENESS OF RESCUE

FQUIPMENT AND PROCEDUIES FOR BOTH ATRCRAFT A0 VESSEL BT 1723362

Oper=ztors Rocord TOR/NUE/0556/FV3/LG

From COMDT CG
To (Fer Action) COMEASTAREA
To (For information)

COGD ONE
CGC BIBB



(

PLANE REPORT No. 160

Identificnation GCEO ' Time 18207

Position 53° 50' N 37° 30@°' W - Time 1807Z

Course 072 - Sp. 205 Alt 9000

Departed GADER Destination PRESTWICK

Rq Bn Rq Fx YES ETA 22477

Freq 118.1 TOR 1820 Date 10/12/47
Q@ 18217

Op RHB

3380 T . 45,8 Mile

/
THIS IS CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUEZ COPY,
/s/ T. H. MacDONALD, Insizz, USCG

PLANE RERFORT No. 161
Identification CEN Time 20102
Position 52° 58' N 340 52¢v W Time 20062
Course 065° Sp 260 Alt 10000
Departed SHANNON : Destination GANLER
Ra BEn Rq Fx ¥YES ETA 00302
Freq 118.1 TOR 2006 Pate 10/13/47 RHB

2 20117
260° T 6,0 Mile

THIS IS CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE COPY

/s/ T. H, MncLONALD, Ensign, USCG



PLANE REPORT | : No. 162

Identification CLIPEER - 868 ' Time 21457

Fosition 53° 15' N 30° 00°' W Time 2158%Z

Course 268° T Sp 186 Alt 6000

Peparted SHANNON Destination GANDER

Rq BEn Rq Fx YRS ET4 0210Z

Freg 118.1 TOR Date 10/13/47 ROF
3 22007

0840 T 30.6 Mile
THIS IS CERTIFIED TO EE & TRUE COFY

/s/ T+ H. MacDONALD, Ensign, USCG

PLANE, REPORT * No. 163

Identification SC-BBC : Time 00127

Position 54° 10' N 36° 257 W 1 ~ Time 0015Z

Course 071° Sp 225 Alt 9000

Departed GANIER Destination PRESTY'ICK

Rq Bn Rq Fx ¥ES ETA 05262

Freq, 118.1 TOR 0020 Date 10/13/47 Op HVW
@ 0011Z

333° 7 -~ 78.0 Mile

THIS IS CERTIFIED TO BE 4 TRUE COFY

/s/ J..H. MacDONALD, Ensign, USCG



FLANE REPORT No. ]'_64

Identification NC 288 Time 0130Z
Position Time

Course Shat Alt

Ceparted Destination

Rq BN Rq Fx ' ’Efm‘

Freq TOR Date 10/13/47 Op HVW

# Unable to contact
THIS IS CERTIFIED TO EE s TRUE COPY

/s/ T. H., MacDONALD, Lusign, USCG

PLANE REPORT . No, 165

Identification NC-612 - Time 02052
Position 520 55' N 35 @0' W Time 0200%
Course 260° T Sp 100 Alt 6000
Dgparted FOYNES : Pestination GANIER
Rq Bn NO Rg Fx YES ETA 0900%
Freq 4220 . TOR 0230 Cate 10/14/47 Op IEE

@10155%Z

080° T-68.0 Mile
THIS IS CERTIFIED TO EE 3 TRUE COPY

/s/ T+ H, MacDOKALD, Ensism, USCG



COMMUNICATION BETWEEN MNMMC" & "EERMUDA SKY QUEEN"

Ab 0155, GMT, on the morning of Tuesday, October 14, 1947, rcceived a
series of ealls from aircraft, NC-288, NC-612, =nd Speed Bird~GAHEN.
Immediately turned on transmitter and made efforts to reply. At 0157

GNMT gave 2 general call to 211 three aireraft. Sneed Bird-GLHEN

replied, giving the necessary checlk-in information and requssted n

Radsr Fix, weather, gave same. Signed off clear of ship at 0205 GiT.
Gave scnother call for NC-288 nnd NC-612, with the latter answering up.
Received the necessary informstion and in turn replied with a rodar

fix, winds aloft at his altitude of 6000 feet, was also asked for the
winds at 4000 feet, altimeter, and ceiling. Since nothing else was
required, signed off clear. Gave a call for NC-288, with no reply.
During the conversation there was no sign or symbol of any troublc.

At enproximately 3900 GMT, on the merning of Tuesday, October 14, 1947,
TRANSC.NADA-CEM checked in with the weather ship., Signed him clear.
Approximately five (5) minutes later TRAWSCAN.DA~CEM called NIBIC on

118.1 Megs. and notifiecd the weather ship that KFG, (NC-612), was calling
NMMC, and it seemed to be a distress eall. Hithin a fow minutes KFG (NC-
612) called in on 4220 Kecs., stating that h¢ was returning to the weather
ship for a landing. Was asked for the surfnce weather, winds snd velocity
seas, sand swells, barometer, altimetery and temperasture. At this time
TRANSCANADA-CEM called in on 4220 Hes. and ssked if there was any assist-
ance he could render. Cleared TRANSCANADA-CEM from the =2ir to handle the
distress case. At anproximately 1000 GMT, KFG (NC~612), called in and
stated that he would bg lsnding in the wicinity of the shin in approxi-
mately 20 minutes. A short time later he was located visually coming in
for his landing.

THIS IS CERTIFIED TO BE .. TRUE COFY

/s/ J. H., MacLONALD, DBnsign, USCG



USC3C BIBE (WPG-13L)
REMARKS
(Form MCG 2628 ~ Report of Assistance, dated 14 October 1947)

COIZTUNICATIONS :

First contmet with KFG (BERMUDA SKY QUEEN) was on 500 kes. € at 0929 and
shortly thereafter on 4220 kes., veice frequency. Landing ond rescue
procedure was discussed., Voice contact was mainteined until about 1900y
Thereeficr, hlinker and bull horn was used by cutter snd plane responded
with landing lights and voice. Radio communication was kept at a minimum
to «conserve plano's batterics. At 0205, while eastbound, plane had checked
in and received rader position and weather for 4,000 and 6,000 feet;
communic~tion wae loud and clear.

LAVDING:

¥hile cirecling ship various landing methods were discussed. It was finaelly
agreed that shin would drift nnd plane would use such lee as this method
provided. Plane made 4 number of circles from 094:i until 1000, then made
landing approach, missed snd =pproached again and landed at 1004, .Landing
was into a 32-knot wind, with which plsne was able to approach at very low
gspeed. Just vast = wave crest, plang appeared to pull into & Ffull stall,
landing went deep into the oncoming trough, shook off the next crest, which
largely coversd it, and rode high and zpparently undamaged, Passengers wers
uninjured, Location of landing was from one te two miles to lseward of ship.
An 8 ses was runninz. The wind had been blowinz gele force from about 2/6°
for 36 hours and from strorz to modsrste gale force from about 270° for the
preceding 24 hours. Crests were above the ship's deck in height and about
200 feet from crest to crest. This is in keeping with past sxperience.
During mid-winter, with steady winde above forty knots, it has beon noted that
apout threge days are rcouired for crosts to space 400 feet.

As the plane approached this wvessel, s sccond plene was obscrved sccompanying
hime This plane hovered over him during the period of cireling and added
considerably to the dramatic effect, but in addition it is believed that this
was the plane that velared the distress messages.

PREPARATION FOR HEECURE:

1. After landing it was agreed to try to hold plane in position on a
peinter, A six-inch line was buoyed with 1life preservers every fow Teets

The lee pulling boat was manned and the plane spproached amidships and stopped
his gsngines while sbout 100 feet from the shin. As soon ag the eddying effect
of the ship's lee was Telt, the plansc went out of control. ¥With the break-
ing effect of the wind lost, the plane skimmed shead =nd came =longside. The
ship was breked clear at once. It was npparent that plame and ship must re-
main unhampered by linss or by cach other.



USCGC BIRB (1PG-31)

REMARKS 4
(Form NCG 2628 - Report of Assistance, dated 14 October 1947)

FREPARATION FOR RESCUR (Conttd)

2. The plrane crew manned flight stations, kept plane hesded into wind and
seqa. Plone pitched violently, but was reported dry. Frequent soundings gnd
inspections were made. Pilot desired at first to abandon ship in his 9 five-
porson life rafts, but sgrced to wait. Plane experimented with launching a
raft, but it flew like a kite or flapped about crazily in the sea. Over the
radio the pilet could bs heard retching, nevertheless he remalnud posied and
calm.

3. The ship haé¢ the same exyerience with small rafts as the plane hed had,
A pulling boat remsined near the plane for over an hour, the ship meanwnile
furnishing suck les and oil slick as it could. The plans was found to be
drifting at about 1.2 knots per 10 knots wind, the ship 0.8 inots por 10 knots
wind, The boat dared not approsch the plane from leeward, from windward i%
was hard pubt to keep up with the plane's drift, Pitching was such that the
boaot was in danze® @f beoing surf boarded under the fuselage and beirng crushed
or of being smashed Up agsinst the srponsons. This boat returned with its
crew cxhausted and vhen partly hoisted wasg lifted by a sea st deck level,
unhooked forward =snd spilled its crew. All hapds hod a hold of life linos
nnd were brought on board. The boet officer, Lieut, (jz) C. S. Hall, hooked
on end the bont Wns hoistod.

wind \
L The ship worked down/ of the pleno at 15 knets meking cil slicks,
The plone drifted through them quickly. The oil did aot spread fast enough
fer the fast-moving plane. It was found'that .0il dould be spresd downwind
by wind action. The picturs in current LIFE ¥Magazine shows the cil slick
effect.

5. Rescue gosr was assembled and tested. * Opinions were invited frem 11
iands. Schemes wers discussed, Ship spproaches practiced.

o At 1715, Pilot advised that plane was lenking, sponsons were doubtful,
and requested removal of 21l hands. Remaining further in the planec was be-
yond endurance for many thorein., o one could know if or when a sponson
would glve way and ollow the planc to eapsize or if or when someone would
open one of the many escape doors and lecad a lomming procession into the sea.
Iess uncertain was the fate of tho wvery young and the very oid. They would
not survive the night,

THE RESCUE:

1. The pilot wee instructed to launch a life raft 2nd, using the strongest
men, to attompt t0 men it, Three men voluntoorecd. The pilot inflsted a raft,
but it burst wkén s sceond chargingz flask wag uscd., A scecond attompt succecd-
eds The volunteers tumblcd in somechow and as the plasne driftod awey, the

ship was drifted into tho raft and its occupants wers taken on board with
bowlines. First, however, they were conched by bull-horn on procedurs along-
side, Howover brave any of those men may have afterward pictured thomselves
“'as being, whoen taken on board they confossed, that while adrift, they had not
believed the attemot would ond in success, ond no ong blamed thom.

-2



USCGC BIBB (WPG-31)
REMARKS
(Form NCG 2628 - Report of Assistance, dated 14 October, 1947)

THE RESCUE (Continued)

e At this point the pilot, having seen the handling of the l5-person

raits cxproesed his dissatisfaction with the performance alongside the plane
of the small refts and requested the use of ship's rafts. Arsmall raft wes
released on,2 painter for the plane. The motor surfboat and a raft were
launched with ggme difficulty. The large roft, losded with cordage, was made
fast to the painter and the small raft cut adrift.

3. Prior to the first operation, Several practice ~pproaches were mnade,
consisting of o fast dash for two or three miles downwind, zigzagging and
releasing oil (3,500 gallons of diesel oil were used =altozether), then'a close
approach to windward of the plane, laying to to form a lse for the boat and
raft, and spraying oil. As the ship lay te wipndward of the plene, the debarka-
tion to the raft wes offected. The 2bove procsdurc was followed in gensral
throughout. y

L. The operation at 2339 was effected by dropping o nulling boat with a
raf't in tow some two milzss dovnvind of 'the plsne. This bort hed to dodge

the oncoming plane, approach quickly with a cumbersome raft in tow and pass
the raft¥s painter by shot line while the plene was blowing away. The boat
then had to stay nearby for on hour waiting for the r=ft to be loaded. Quite
likely the peeple remsining in the plane wors by now exhsusted, for no attempt
was made to losd the raft or to sizmnnl. (Radio had by now foiled). Evenb-
uslly the boat was piecikerd up ond the plane spoksn to by bull-horn, All the
response obtained was a faint "We hayve the raft," and in response to 'How do
you feel zbout waiting until daylight?" an affirmative from the landing

lights at 0130 GMT, 15th.

5a During the night the wind had subsided to forece 6 and then force 5. The
nlane pounded heasvily and its drift beecame erratic. Once collision wae narrow-
ly averted. With daylight the roscue wss completed without too much trouble.

PLANE IESTROYED AS DERELICT AND MENACE TC NAVIGATION:

1. In the midst of the prewvisus dny's operations the likelihood of fueling
the plane later and flying it or towing it was presented to the pilot by
voice rodio., His unqualified resczonse was that the plane could not be flown
or towed. On board ship he stated that repairs would cxceed original cost
and the plane could never bo repaired to fly again; thot the tail scetion was
coming loose, the sponsons about to give way. Three officers besides the
Commanding Officer will depose to the above statements having been made.

2 As the plane burned, the tail secticn came loose in one piece, The
main horizontal keel gember floated, but sani after a few nistol shots. Had
the plene, while partly submerged, have fouléd a vessel, sericus damage could
have ensued.



U, S. Coast Guard Cutter BIBB
1% October, 1947

RESCUE OFERATIONS

FLYING BOAT - BERMUDA SKY QUEEN (1NC18612)

Ssquence of Bvents

1/ October, 19.7 (GCT):

Received at 0852 from Canadian plane KCC and at 0211 from Valencis Radio
notice that NC 18612 with 69 souls returning to Weather Station "CY for
landing.

0938 Plane sighted; cutter drifting.

0941 Plane came up =nd established communicstions znd cireled. Lending
relstion of plane and ship discussed on 4220 ke,

1004 Plane landed undamaged.

1025 Pilot desiresd mooring line be pesssed, came elose to in lee of cutter
with slight collision and demsage to port wing, tip and nose. Plane
and cutter drifted close to, released cil as needed.

1037 -1152 Surfboat surveyed behavior of plane and practiced approsches.
Cutter advised plane that special weather forscasts and local condi-
tions indicated moderating wind for 15 October afternoon, and re-
commended waiting, but placed decision to gbandon ship or begin bozt
operations at plane's descretion. Plane advised to test and try
flobation of life raft. Plane and cubter floated rafts on retrieving
lines. Rafts in each case blew inte air snd spun about on lines.

Cutter conducted test maneuvers about plans,

Plane set watches on controls and kept plane steered into wind with
excellent results.

Plane made leeway at 4.2 knots, cutter &t 3.4 knots, wind being 30 |
knots. '

1715 Plane stated deemed desirasble to make transfer by some means, as plane
showad some weakening., Plane directed o test flotation of raft with
human cargo, using strongest men, and, if satisfied with results, to
cast raft loose and cutter would retricve.

1740 5S5-person raft launched with three men, cuttser was drifted onto rafi,
and men retrieved at 1757. ZFPlane requested larze rafts.

1916 15-person raft was passed to plane using buoyed line by motor surf-
boat, and plane dirscted to secure sams as debarkation platform.
Wind 30-39 knots.
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USCGC BIBB - - 10/17/)7 - - RESCUE OPERATIONS, BERMUDA SKY QUEEN (MC 18612)
Sequence of Events (Cont'd)

1/, October, 1947 (GOT):

1930 - 1954 Seven passengers jumped from plans to raft, token off raft,
by boat, and passed on board cutter. Cubtter made o0il slick down wind
of plene, then laid across wind ahead of plane to form lee. sed
gearchlights.

1958 -~ 2017 Operation repeated with ten passengers.
2020 - 2037 Opsration repeated with eleven nassenzers.

. 2100 Raft broke painter; adrift with sixteen passengers; motor surfboat
departed ship. ;

2130 Boat and raft swamped; boat comingz apart.
2145 ©Ship drifted into beoat and raft and retrieved

Boatand raftscut adrift. Boat danks were flo
punetures.

presengers and boat crew.
oded ;

raft had multiple

2339 lMonomoy surfboat towed l5-nerson raft to plane and passed painter by
Line. Boat remsined noar plene. Plane Captain desmed further de-
barkation unjustificd, as raft provided means of guickly abandoning
ship.

15 October, 1947 {GET) :

00L5 DBoat returned and hoisted; operations suspended,

0913 — 00931 Operation repeated using gig; cight passengers. Wind 13 knots,
glight sea, heavy swell.

0946 - 0958 Operation repeated with six passengers using Monomoy surfboat.
1010 -~ 1033 Operation repeated with siX passengers, roft sdrift.

1035 Gig brought two vassengers. Total sixty-nine. Operztions completed.
1320 PFired incendisry bullets into plana.

1345 ©Plane ' burned sand =saniz except sponson section and tail section.

1430 Remnants sunk with gun fire.

Lt



42 Eroadway, .o!." N.X,
Commnder, Eastern Area,USCO

Serial Ro,T17
17 November, 1947

Promt Commandsr, Eastern Area, US
- Tot Commanding Officer, RIBR (m-n)

Viat Commander, First Coast Cuard District
Subj: Study of Permuda Sky (ueen Ditching and Rescue of Survivers

b Awuwcnhmmuccmumaaum-m
m‘ rs which has been prepared by the Search and Rescue
herewith with the request it be carefully
mmmmpndhumcthmumm.

2. Answers, by the staff of Commander, Fastern Area, to
esrtain of the lons are also forwarded, Ithuqnncdtmm
umwwuﬁtm--uumocwuum

3. m-um.émmmmw:u'rwm
together with answers prepsared by you.

be Tds study will take the place of the informal eritique originally
planned,

W. R, RIGHARDS,
Chief of Staff,

Incls: 1, Cuestion Otudy
m,mum«m
3. SAR 2nd Session Fimal Report (ICAQ)

Draft Ogean Weather Statien Hamdbook (ICAQ)
mmmmr Dltmm

(Ah- Sua Resgue Agw "
P
- n-h-u- bol ix”"m
v

GOt THY COMEANDANT (CRA) - with inclosure 2 'qh;.

P

!‘l"f‘
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Boston 13, Massachusetts "';;‘L
ek

Address reply to
Commsnder, First Coast Guard District :;i /’

Refer to file: 0-601-65 7- 3 ,:7 ;7
: 2 November, 1947 {

/2l /- Z-

From: Commsnder, First Coast Guard District

To: A1l Vessels, First Coast Guard District, cent nghtshpns aqa
83 ft. Patrol Boats, _,q,_‘, e o

Subj:  USCGC BIEB. (WPG-3l), Report of Assistance ;laeaeesdioss

Ref: (a) Form NCG 2628, Renort of Assistance, Serial No. 5-47, dated
14 October, 1G47

il A copy of reference (a) is forwnrded herewith for study and re-—
commendotions.

/S/ .A.o Ze I{.‘llla
Chief of Staff

Inel:
Copy of reference (a)

CC:
Comdt. CG (10)
ConBastirca (5)
Comdr. 3rd CG Dist. (5)
Comdr. 5th CG Dist. (5)



FORMAL STATEMENT OF THE SURVIVORS
OF THE LOSS OF THE FLYING BOAT
EERMUDA SKY GQUEEN

1, In the opinion of the undersigned passengers on the Bermuda Sky
Queen the "plane was grossly overcrowded., Furthermore it is belisved
that the reason why the aircraft of‘tho type used took the air on a
Horth Atlantic route at this time of year calls for an investigation.

2.. Captain Charles Martin's skill in lﬁnding the aircraft on a heavy
sea was in part respoasible for preventing & major accident. This
landing, we beliecve, was a major achiesvemsnt,

3. We, the undersigned, slso declare that the behaviour and skill of
the Captain and crew of the USCG cutter George M. Bibb and the efficient
manner in which they evzcuated sll passengzers and crew from the aircraft
without loss of life or amparent serious injury of any kind in heavy
seas and under conditions which can only bs deseribed =s hazardous in
the extreme are worthy of the grsatest commendation. This particularly
apﬁlies to the members of the voluntary lifeboat ecrews, We arc also
eternally grateful for the limitless hospitality and welcome vhich

have been extended to us by every man on the Coastgusrd Cutter.

Signatures: /s/ W. H, Bostock & 36 other pessengers



TESTIMONY OF THE SURVIVORS OF THE
FLYING BOAT, “BERMUDA SKY QUEEN"

The undersigned »passengers unife in expressing their'deepest
gratitude to Captzin Quinn and memberse of the U. 8. tanker "Chisholm
Trail®, namely OS Currie, QM Brown, AB Harmon, QM McNeil, Fireman
Miller, Oiler Rivera, Oiler King, and Assistant Cook Crenshaw together
with Unattached Seamsn Cook for the manner in which they behaved in
the disaster of the Bermuda Sky Queen.

1. For the upholding of morale throughout the day and night znd the
manner in vhich they =2ssisted passengers, particulsrly the women and
children.

2. The initiative and extreme courage shown by Czptain Quinn snd crcw
members Brown and Harmon in risking their lives in mnking their way to
the Coastguard Cutter in a four-man rubber life-raft to acquaint the
Captain of the Cutter with the need for immediste assistencein view of
the desperate conditions prévailing in ﬁhe aircraft.

3. For the sble manner in vhich Oiler King érganized the crew members
Currie, lcleil, Miller, Rivera, Crenshaw and Cook and carried out with
complete calm and remarksble efficiency the évacuﬁtion of the ‘plane
under appalling weather conditions, It should bz mentioned here that
King remained aboard the doomed aircraft until he had seen the com-—
pletion of His self-imposed task and left in the life-raft.

Signatures: /s/ W, H. Bostock and signatures
representing 47 passengers








