


FLEAf': CRI:!lIT 

OFFiC!Al COAST Gu/\rn PHO-O 

rnO:.i: r'BLIC: Il\!'OPJ.rATION DI' .. _:::I ' ~! 

I U. 3 . CI) .' 3T GU.\nn hEl.DQi:!.:\TE:::S 
\~ASHINGTON. D. C. 20226 



COAST GUA~D 

BULLEJIN 
¥, Volume 3 WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 1947' Number 29 

CUTTER "BIBB" MAKES SPECTAC
ULAR RESCUE OF PLANE 

"BltRMUDA SKY QUEEN" 

The Const Guard Cutter George M. 
Bibb, while occupyIng n weather patrol 
station in mid-Atlantic, on October 14 
found itself at the scene ot the emer
gency lnnding of the American flying 
bont Bermuda Sky Queen, and wns able 
to successfully perform on~ of the most 
spectncuTnr of recent sen l·escnes. 
This wns not n chance meeting ot dis
tressed aircrnft nnd rescue shiP. tor 
the Btbb wns on her station by design, 
carrying Qut nn assignment which was 

' n part of the obligation nssumed by the 
United States under the International 
Civil Aviatlon Ol·gnnlzntion. The cap
tnill of the plnne knew at the Bibb and 
her position and, according to early 
reports, returned to the vicinity when it 
became apparent that a rapidly dlmin
isbing fuel supply would not cnrry bls 
cruft to lnnd. 

The officers nnd crew of the Bibb 
through skillful seamanship for which 

. tbe Canst Guard lias always been noted, 
were nble to remove nIl o·t. the passengers 
nnd crew at. the ditched plane with no 
loss at lite and only minor injuries. 
The rescue operations conducted dur
ing bigh w4lds and stormy sens, ex
tended o\,er parts of 2 days. 

The rescue operations conducted by 
tbe Bibb were cnrried out by means at 
rafts nnd small boats, the cutter taclU
toting the work by the discharge ot all 
and constant maneuvering to form n lee 
t.or the plane. Passengers of the Ber
m.uda Sky Queen were firs~ embarked 

in a rubber raft inflated by the plnne's 
crew, and in this terrled a sllort dis
tnllce to smnll boats from the Cut ter 
lJibb. A second transfer was made ' 
from the sinall boats to the cutter itself. 
The rubber· life ' raft wns an essential 
pIece of equipment In this rescue, as . 
bonts, could not safely approach the · 
plane in the hea,'Y sens. The com
mnnuing officer of the Bibb Is Capt. Pnul 
Cronk, USCG, , 
, After des troying the plnne as a men
ace to navigntion the Bi.bb pr~eded to 
Boston. The American owned plane, 
makIng n chartered flight, bad taken ott 
from Foynes, Irelao/I, and was sched
uled to make its first landing at Gnnder, 
~ewfoundlnnd. 

The cutter· Bibb was bullt nt the 
Navy Yard, Charleston, S. C., and 
lnunchoo in 1937, being commiss!oned. 
the same year. The' shlp Is 327 feet in 
lengtrI, ,,;ith a uraft of 12% f~-et, nnd 
hns n normal crew of 16 officers and 
107 enlisted men. Propelling plant con- r 

51st of ge~red turbines supplled with . 
stenm froni oil·fired boilers nnd· drIving . 
twin screws . 
. FlI's t assignments at the Bibb after 
her commlssioning wns to the Fifth 
Coast Guard DIstriCt, with Norfolk as 
her home pott. In 1038 the ship made 
a special practice crdlse with cadets 
from th~ Coast Guard A$ademy, nod in 
1939 spent nbout 3 months on temporary 
duty with the Navy, engaging in jolnt 
maneuvers. Later that year the Bibb 
joined n destroyer' squndron for the 
assistance at shipping In the North At
lantic. In the 'v:lnt~r bt 1939 it was a . 
part of the Grand B'n,pks' Patrol. In ' 
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February 1040, the Bibb inaugurated the 
Atlantic weather patrol, taking up stu. 
tlon til 35°3S' north latitude and 58°21' 

' west longitude. During 1940 nnd 1941 
much of her time was spent on weather 
pntrol. 

In 1942 the Bibb was cruising and 
doing convoy duty in the North Atlantic 
as n part of the Atlantic Fleet. It made 
'numerous underwater sound contacts, 
and dropped appropriate depth charges. 
Once two other ships in the same convoy 
were sunlc by enemy nction. 

On September 24, 1942, 61 8ur\'1\'ol'8 
were brought aboard the Bibb, tilen 
under command of Commnnder Walfred 
G. Bloom, USCG. They were members 
of the crew of the S. S. PemJlar , wblch 
was-.tol·pedoj d about 60 hom's before. 
A~o plefeg.uv B ~pl'vlvql'S from the S. S. 
7'mme8~e~. All survivors ,were given 
food,..blankets, and medical care. Dur· 
ing tbe remainder of tbe year there were 

' other submnrine reports, and depth 
charges were dropped. I 

By. February of 1943 the Bibb )lfld 
acquired .fl world-wide reputation for 
givlngl succor to survivors of enemy 
action, . Settinl; out for convoy duty 
on FebruaTY ,1. tlle Bibb hod several 
indications of enemy submarines in the 
vIcinity during the first week of the 
month, . 

On 'f.'ebrllnry 7, 19:J3, the Bibb, COlU
mander Roy L. Rnney', ,'USCG, com
mandlng: ,.begnn tnklng nbo'urd survl
"ors of ·the .S. IS. Hcm'V S. Mallorv. 
Resclle opel'Rtlons continued With fev
erish pace throughout the forenoon 
durIng which time 202 survivors wel'e 
taken from lifebonts und ruf'ts, The 
same afternoon 33 ndditional survivors 
from the GrecI{ S, S. TCalUopi were 

. brought aboard, making u tot.al of 235 
tor the day, 

This dote was n record day for rescue 
work' at sea, \Vltb heavy seas and 
such numbers of persons in the water 
to be rescued, the crew of the Bibb 
were taxed to tbe limit of thelT skills 
and strength. Because of hea,y .seas, 
only two or three rafts could be seen 
at a time"and there was every r eason 
to e::-""Pedlte tbe WOrk since some men 
' (wounded by ijle explosion) bad al
ready dIed on the rafts. 

Next day another ship in the area 
WRS reported tarpedoed. Sound con
tacts caused the Bibb to drop n pattern 
of depth charges which resulted in an 
all allcle , 

On March 1 and March 5 the Bibb's 
gUDS sank fioatlng mlpes, On the 2d 
and 8t~ · the Bibb receIved m"essnges ' 

concerning ships torpedoed in the At· 
loutlc. On the 8th a suhmarine wns 
sigh fed on the surface ' by an alUed 
vessel close by. On March 9, another 
altip in the convoy repol'ted a torpedo 
crossed hel' bow. On the snme dny 
the Bibb sighte(l n sub on the surfnce 
several mUes awn)', and later in the 
day proceeded to screen the S. S, Alel
,'08e Abbey as she p i cl~ed up survIvors 
from nnother tOl'}ledoc!l ship. ~ 

On March 10, the Bibb, Commander 
Roy L. Ranel', USCG, .commanding, ;1'C
celved word that two other ships hnd 
been torpedoed. The same day the 
Bibb rescued three sUI'vlvors from the 
torpedoed S. S, Oou.l11lon~ und two sur
vivors from the S, S, BOlwevUle, Same 
dny the Bibb proceeded to the assistance 
of S, S. RoseH:ood reported sinking, but 
di<l not find this shIp due to storm and 
darkness. 

Next day (March 11) the Bibb sighted 
the" stern of a tanker tho t had been 
torpedoed, nnd began senrch for sur· 
vi,"ors, ' 

Ou Mnrch 12 the Bibb Sighted the bow 
of n tnnker. Later In the same day 
sighted and identified aD abandoned 
ship as S. S. 'Ooulm01·c. 
, Doing convoy duty in, :April 1943, the 

Bibb wade Ull'ee attnclcs with depth 
charges following probable sub contacts. 
Numerow, slmllal' actions In May, one 
of which followed the sighting of a peri_ 
scope 011 the Cnsnblnuca route. 

In June of 19J3 thCl'e werc probable 
sub sound contncts on the 15th and 21st, 
resulting in dropping charges aud mak
~ng emerg~J1Cy turns. 

Tile Bi.bb reported heavy oil and 
deJJl'ls following the dropping of a pat
tel'll of ' chnrges 011 July 9, 1943. 011 
f5alUl>les were taken from the wntel' that 
day, Qnd another ship In the convoy 
Ored on a surface target. Dozens of 
such detalls In the Bibb's record show 
the frequency of the submarine activi
ties with . reference to the convoy of 
whicb the Bibb was n vart. 

The year 1944 marked the continua
tion of the Bibb's work in convoy. 
'VhlIe escorting to North Africa in July 
1044,' the Bibb underwent an enemy nir 
nttnck with protection .from her smoke 
screen. 

Altogethet' the .Bibb mode R. .fine con
tribution to the allied war effort in the 
AUantic aDd the Mediterranean, Her 
routine activities consisted of seeking 
ont and flghtlng enemy submarines, and 
performing convoy duty. Her most 
spectacular achievements consisted of 
the rescue of sUl'vlvOl'S from ships sunk 
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or ~lalDaged by enemy torpedoes, and 
her rescue at 235 persons in 1 day Is 
the high US-Itt of the Bibb wartime 
history. 

After a fine war record in the Atlantic 
and s?rue refitting and repairs, the Bibb 
mo\'eil into the PacHlc where she also 
gave a good account of herself. 

In February 1045, en route to Pearl 
Hnrbol' the B 'ibb went to the assistance 
of the Na""auufI8ctt, and took a clr:r<.lock 
In tow for 3 days. 

Al'l'ivlog In the PaCific battle zones 
lnte in the war. th is cutter missed the 
e81'lIer thrusts, but swung Into battle 
action nt Okinawa, She spent most of 
her time during Oklnawll operation 10 
a barbor at Kernmn Rbetto and wns an 
almost constant target for Japanese 

, suicide planes, DurIng the operation 
she WDS subjected to some 55 nIl' ralds. 
On .Tulle 21 shortly after 1830 two J ap
anese planes flying low entel'ed n bUnd 
appl'oncb to the hal'bor , Tbe ftL'st plnne 
cL'ol-'l.hed Into a ship anchored 300 yards 
off the port s ide of the Biba, The other 
plnne circling hIgh, came In for a dh'e 
on a ship 000 yards off ller port side, 
The gun CL'ews on the cutter Bibb and 
two other vessels opened :tll'e and 
downed the plnne lus t before it crashed 
Into Its Intended target, During nu
merous raills the guns of the Bibb fired 
on the attackel's, amI helped drive them 
out of range. 

USE OF LORAN BY VESSELS OF 
MERCHANT MARINE IS ON· 

THE INCREASE 

records nvallnble tn Coast Guard hend~ 
quarters, It represents only informa
tion receIved, and may not be complete. 

l!EltCHANT M.A1UNE USEnS 

In nudltion to the vessels of the 
U. S. Navy. Const Guard, British Roynl 
Navy. nod Royet] Cannellan Navy, there 
fire u totnl of at lenst 57 commercial 
surfnce vessels rellorted equipped witll 
loran receivers at the present time. 
Twenty-five of this totnl nre Mnt'lt!me 
CommIssion vessels equipped with COD
vCI'ted w:lrtime type lornn l'cce lvel'
illllicntol'S. Four more of tbes~ vessels, 
not iu(:)uded In the totnl prescntly
equipped, Wlll have their instullations 
completed In the near future. This 
represents only a portion of the Mnri
time Commission vessels that will be 
equipped, sInce the totnl contract Is for
GO vessels. 

A few of the better known lnrge ships 
l'eguinl'l y utlUzlng loran service nre: 

S. S. America, United Stntes L'toes 
Co. • 

S. S. QUCC1/. Marv, Cunard White 
Star Lines, 

S. S, Quecn Elizabeth, Cunard _ 
'Vhltc Star Lines. 

M, S, G-ripshol1n, Swedish America 
Line, 

:\!. S. DrotNl1yholm, Swedish Amer
icn Lille. 

S. S, Ma'tsonia, Matson NavJgation 
Co. 

S: S, Amcriran Seaman,. War Shlp
. plug Adminlstratlon, 

Besides. the ships they bove lJl'es
Lornn. which WilS developed durIng ,ently equipped with loran receivers, 

'World 'War II tor the armed forces, Is l\IoOl'e-McCol'mncl{ Lines find the H. 
beIng increnslngly used by both com- Wlle~ Co" 118" e each purchnsed four 
mercial surface vessels nnd ocean 0.11'- additional sets tor further installn
crnft. Since the recent International tions au their ships, Commercial fish- ~. 
Meeting on L\Inrlne RadiO Aids to Nm'l- lug tl'tlwlcrs, pl'lvnte yachts, and ot~er 
gution, held In New York nnd New LOll- 'smnller ships nre a lso us ing loran wUb 
don. both foreign nnd domestic instal- lllltl'ked success, ' , " - ' A 
lations 11a"e remarknbly incrensed, . 
Passenger vessels, frl!jghters, tankers, .\m·UNE USERS 
trnwlers , and pl'Ivate yachts , nre among 
the types pf vessels utlUzing lornn serv
Ice. Three firm s are known to be manu
tacturing postwar lomn receiver-indI
cators fat· commercial vessels, but only 
one at these fs yet in position to deUvel' 
In quantity. As these firms nppronch 
theIr production quotn, It is to be ex
pected thnt loran will be utllfzed ex~ 
tenslvely by commerclnl'vessels nnd air
cl'aft operating where loran service Is 
available, . ' 

The following Information on current 
users at lornD was compiled tram the 

,. 

. . \ 
In addition to the military aircrntt 

at the Ail' Transport Comm'nnd,- NavQ.l .~ ... 
All' Tl'finsport Service, Army Air Forc;e, . • . 
Nnvy, and Coast Guard, 10 commercial 
ocean nIl' lines using loran are )Jsted 
below, with the scheduled respectlve 
number of monthly ocean tugh.ts. ' 

United Airlines______________ 61 
Pan American Alrways _______ 385 
Americnn Ovel'sens Airllnes ___ ' 235 
Air Fl'fince__________________ 85 
Snbenn Airlines (Belgium) ___ • 17 
KLM, Roynl Dutch Alrllnes__ 26 
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QQIIST GUARD CU'l'TER DWf! JUS LOID REf-CUE !IISTCRY 

The U. S. Crost Guard Cutter Bmn, \'Ihich baa just IEde n thr1lllng 

mid...Atlantic reacue of 69 people from n flying boat, made other major 

rescues both in peacetime and World War n, saving :301 survivors of tor-

~oed a4ips and proV1d1ng an anti-subnarine screen for other rescue 

;reseels. In just one day the BIBB saved 2:35 lives. For military seaurity, 

detells of the oortime rescues Vlere no·~ publicized during the ooro 

In 1942 the BIBB one cruising and doing convoy duty in the North 

Atlantic as a part of the Atlllntic Fle~t. It made numerous underwater 

sound contacts, and dropped appropriate depth charges. Once two other 

ships in the same convoy uera sunk by eneuw action. 

On 24 Septomber, 1942, 61 survivol'll uere brought aboard the BIBB, 

then under command of Commander WaIi'red (\. Bloom, meG. They nera mem-

bere of the crew of SS PE~JJ.:A.~, I1hich 005 torpedoed about sixty hours "be

fore. Also picked up 8 survIvors from I,he 55 'ThNNE5SEE. All survivors 

nere eiven appropriate food, blankets, !tOO medical care. Durine the 

remainder of tho year there nere other ;!ubmarins reports, and depth 

charges \"Iere dropped . 

By FebI"U?ry of 1943 the BIBB had acquired D. world-uide reputation 

for Givine succor to survivors of enemy action. Setting out for convoy 

duty on February 1, the BIDS had several indi!l'Itions of eneuw sub-

oarines in the vicinity dur~ng the first week ~f the month. 



On February 7 , 1943, the BIDB, COllllIlElnder Roy L. Raney, USOO, coro

unrxliIlg, began taking aboard survivors of the S3 lllillRY S 1,~LLORY. R6scuo 

operations continued "lith feverish pace throU[;hout the fore.noOl1 during 

ubleh time 202 survivors roere taken from life boats and rafts , The aame 

afternoon th:d.ty- three additional survivors from the Greek S3 KALLIOPI 

were broucht aboard, ~ a total of 235 for the day. 

This date ms a record day for rescue '\'Iork at sea. \,lith heavy S"'~! 

and such numbere of persons in the wnter to be rescued, the Cre\1 of the 

BIBB uere taxad to the limit of their eldlls and strength. Because of 

heavy s€as, only tuo or three rafts could be seen at a time; and there 

\'laS every reason to expedite the u ork since some men (wounded by the DX

plosion) had nl~~dy died on the rafts. 

Next day another ship in the area l'ias reported torpedoed. Saund con

tacts caused tho B!Bl3 to drop a pattern of depth charges TIhich resulted in 

an oil slick. 

On Morch 1st and lJarch 5th the DillE's guns sank floating mines, On 

the 2nd and 8th the BIBB received messages concernin{; ships torpedoed in 

the Atlantic. On the 8th a Ilubmarine 'OOs sielrted on t he :;urface b~' an 

allied vessel close by. On 9th Llnrch, another ship in the convoy reported 

a torpedo crossed her bow 0 ~ the sarne day the EIDE sighted a sub on the 

surface several miles away, and later in the day proceeded to screen the 

ss mEIROSE ABBEY as she picked up survivors from another torpedoed ship. 

On lJarch 10th the BTIlB, Conunamler Roy L . Raney, moo, commanding, 

received ~lOrd that two other sl",ips hnd been torpedoed . Same day the DIBB , 
rescued three survivors from the torpedoed SS COUII,iCRE and two survivOI'l!l 
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frOIll the SS BOHNJ::1iILIE. Same day the BIBB proceeded to thll ussisi:·o.r:ct! of 

S5 UCS1,\TCOD reported sinking, but did not find this sHp due to storm nnd 

dlIrlmesli. 

Next day (r£lrch 11th) the DIBB siehted the stern of a tanksr that had 

been torpedoed, anc1 began search for sur~ivors. 

On llinrch 12th the DlIlD siGhted the bow of a tanker. Later in the same 

day Sighted end identified an abandoned. ship as SS COUWCRE. 

Doing convoy duty in April, 1943 the DIBB made three attacks rlith 

depth charges follo1'li.'lg probable sub contacts. l;umerous similar actions in 

!.lay, one of 1,'1hich followed the sightiDt, of a pierescope on the Casablanca 

route. 

In June of 1943 there nero probable sUb sound contacts on the 15th 

and 21st, resulting in dropping ch~.rges and maldne emergoncy turns. 

The BIBB reported heavy oil and debris follOTl1ne the dropping of 0. 

pattern of chnrees on July 9, 1943. Oil samples nere taken from the ooter 

that dlIy, .and a:-.other ship in the convoy fired on a sm'face target. DoZGns 

of such details in the DIDB I S record shem the frequency of the submarino 

activities uith reference to the convoy of tJhich the DIDB nas a part. 

The year 1944 marked the continuation of the DIBDls nork in cor,voy. 

I1hile escorting to North Africa in July, 1944, the DIBB undernent an enemy 

air attack uith protection from her smoke screen. 

Altogether the BlllD mude a fine contr1bution to the 11ll1ed Vlar effort 

in the Atlantic and the Mediten'llnean. Her routine activities consisted 

of seekine out ond fighting enemy suttnarlnes, and performing convoy duty. 

Her most spectacular achievements consisted of the rescue of survivors fran 

~ - ;; .... 



shipo SUDk o. rumer-cd by enemy tn;'T.t6doo:J, and her rescue of 235 persono 

in ant' day is tho l,iCh-1icht of thtl BraB \!artime history, 

IN TID., PACIFIC 

After n fino "ar 1'Oeo1'll in the Atlnntic and some rc-fitt1nc end ropair:lt 

the nIBIl moved into the Pacific "'here sha also eave a Good account of hor-

In FebI'llQ;'"'Y. 1945, onroute to Peerl Harbor the nIDD rTent to the aooist

:lnce of tha :::'''Y.ACil!'SETT, and took a dt'J dock in tOl'1 for three days. 

An':lvint: Lc t 1:c Pacific bottle zonil luta in tho mlr, this cutte:.. 

r.u.s:;ed the earlier +;hl;'USts, but ,mung into bnttlo nction at Okiroml • . The 

Cor-.at Goord Cu·~ter GEORGE 1.., nIDD spcnt ll,ost of her time during OkiIlEmn opera-

'~ion in I> harbor at Keroro Rhetto o.nd \";llS an amost corwto.nt to.rget for 
, 

Japaneso suicide pl.r:.nee. .!.lurine the operat1on she' '.IS subjocted to SOlDO 55 

air raids. On 21 June ohortly sfter 1830 t'.'lO Japanese planes f1yine 10\7 

entared a uhml n::;p"<'each to the hD.rbor. Tho first plano cznshed into Ii 

ship anchored )CO YIUde off the port sidE> of the BIBn. Tho other plrulo 

.::irclinc 1Iich. caco ill for a dive on a Ship 600 yards off her port :lide. 

The eun croon on the Outwr DIBB and wc other vesse1G opened fire and 

dmmed the plnne just before it crashed into its intended to.rget. Durlng 

numerous raids thQ GUl1s of the nmB fired on the attackers. nnd helped drivtJ 

them out of r~nr.e. 

This (lccount of the nmD is based on the nAR lJIAltILS for 194Z, 1943. 

1944, and 1945. The records arc not nan available bere for JllnuorY of '1.4 

or for lJovombor alx! December of 1943; but tho IlccOunt Liven is s\}fflci(mtly 

co.nplete to illdiceta the type of service p~rfonned by this cutter in tilis 



The Cutter BIBB 008 built at the Navy Yard, Charleston, S. C., and 

launched in 19?7, being commissioned the same year. The ship is 3'Zl feet 

in length, with a draft of 12t feet, and has a normn1 crew of 16 officers 

am 107 enlisted men. Propelling plant consiat of geared turbinaa aupplied 

with steam from oil fired boilers and driving win SCrevlS. 

First assignments of the BIBB after her commissioninG was to the Fifth 

Coast Guard District, uith Norfolk as her home por!;. In 1938 the ship made 

a special practice cruise \vith cadets from the Coast Guard Academy, and in 

1939 spent about three months on temporary duty uith the Navy, engaging in 

joint maneuvers. later that year the BIBB joined a destroyer squadron for 

the assistance of shipping in the North Atlantic. In the uinter of 1939 

it was a part of the Grsnd Banke Patrol. In February, 1940, the BIBB in

augurated the Atlantic \"leather patrol, taking up station in 350 38' North 

Latitude and 530 21' nest Longitude. Durine 1940 and 1941 much of her time 

nns spent on \'Iaa ther patrol 0 
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NCG2628 
(June IIHO) 

REPORT OF ASSISTANCE 
COP Y 

__________________ Ft !:§..t.. __ QQ ___________ District_ Se,ial N o. ____ 2:~!tl _____ ____ _ 

Unit ___ t!~QQQJ?;Q?)? ___ tY!~9::]J) PartiC'ular activity _________________ __ _________ _____________ __ _____ , ~4 __ Ql:tQ_Q_e.L ______ , 194 __ 7. 

Other units assisting ___ __ ___ N9:!J:§: __________ _____________ _____ ____ ____ _ 

Cargo ___ ______ _____ 1':T2~~ ___ ___________________________________________ __ ----

Bound from ______ XQ.Yn,,_~_, ___ J..l:"'_l e.!lg _____________________ _______ _ 

To _ilt"_¥LY9_:dL_Q.i t.y __ YirLlla ru:111r Rm out __ 18~_h~s . 
Names and addresses af -

Master __ Chnr.las._J4.. __ Mar tiIL, __ l44D __ IIro.a!.lway,._ 
New York , N. Y. 

Owner _.Amll:ril:~, ___ .In.te.:r:nr_ti.o.n.aL .Ai1:l!lalls.-------

(Dnto of casualty) 

* SOURCE-O _____________________ *N ATURE-l __________ . ____________ ___ _ 

N a tionali ty ____ l!J.lJJ_~_<1 __ ~t._?_t(3_~ __ ____ ___ ___ __________ (4 ________ ) 

Rig ______________ Boei ng __ 3l4A-_________________________ (L _______ ) 

Class _____ ___ ______ __________________ ___ __ __ __ __ _____ _ _____ ______ (6 ________ ) 

T onnage ______ __ 42 __ t QlliL _____________ __ __ _________________ (7 _________ ) 

· Classification of assistance (majoI: , or: .miscel-
laneous) ____ ___ ___________ __ __ ________ ___ __ ____ :~___________ ( 8 _________ ) 

Persons Oll. board: 
Crew _______ ---7--______ ______ _ ___ ______ ___ __ ___ __ __ _ __________ ______ ( 91) 1 ) 

Passengers ___ -.62 _ ___ ___ __ __ ______ ______ ____ __ _______ _____ __ ___ (902) 

Persons actually saved from drowning : 
Crew ---------'1------------------------------------------_________ ( 1001) 

Casualty : _ 
Nat ure _______ Gaacll i ne __ shQr _tage____________________ ___ __ __ Passengers _____ 62. __________________ __________________________ (1002) 

Persons rescued f rom positions of peril: 
Cause __ __ _____ Se".er2-_ head __ winds.___________ ___________ _ ___ Crew __ __________ __ ___ ____ ___________ ___ ____ _____________________ - ( 1101) 

(Sec footnote G) 

Time and source of first infoI'II!ation !.IB52,.--GC'1',.--14----- Passengers __ __ .62 _____________________ __ _________________ ____ (1102) 

__ _ Ql:tL __ 1947_.,. __ from.._Gana<iiruL_.Air.c.rai'.t_.KGG ____ _ 

Time district commander was notified -----lJlS--GC'I'---------

-Date and hour proceeded -OS52--GC'1'-r - -14---oC-~---1_947-

Arrived _______ ll8.~-.GC.T ------ Distance - ----0------__ ________ _ 

Where found - --W"'athGl.'--stn:ticm.--~.c.AAl.'l-i..,.lL--- - - - -- 
(Locii.fn amc) 

Lat. ---52~--45.!...N~ - - - - - - ---- Long. ---35~- -43-'- -J'L--------

Was vessel in danger of e~"tenai:ve dam~g~ or loss? -~-a-s--- ---
Weather: . 

Wind --250 ?~T --2s..4J:.-l!:.ts Sea ---:--4-7---------- ----------
Temperature --,.1-0---1'------------ Visibility ----8--------------

Equipment used: 

Boats -Me-tG-T--Stt-l'f-bee,ir,---l'ul,l,i,ng--Be " t£-, ---------
Gi g . . . 

Breeches buoy _____________ _____ _______ _______ ________________ _________ . 

Vehiel'- ____ ___________________________________ ~----------------------- __ _ 

'Ordnance ~-30--Ga_l-.--_l-i_ne_tIH.ewi-ng--El'in,_---------
20- MM mllcl;!.ine g un 

Othe<-----Rub be'P--_l-i-fe---re£-t-s-------------------- -----------
·This tino to be filled in by headquarters. 

Persons lost : 
Crew ________ ______ -0___________________ _________________________ (1201) 

P assengers ____ ___ Q______________________ ______ ___________ ____ ( 1202) 

Coast Guard crew : 
Injured ___ ____ -----1------- ----------------- ________ ______ ___ __ (1301) 

Lost ____________ ____ 0 __ ___________ _ __ ___ ___ _____________________ ( 1302) 

Value of property involved: 
Vessel __ ___ __ ___ _________________ __ _ $-----7-'>-s;,-OOO-------- (1401) 

Cargo _____ ________________________ __ $ _____ ___ ________ .0 ________ (1402) 

Value of property lost: 
Vossel ________ __ ________ ______ _____ , ~---,,7-&",{)OO-------- (1501); 

. . ' I , . ~.' ) . ' • 

Car go ____________ _______ __ ___ ___ "'-- S-~-:--- - 'T':--;-------- :(1502). 

- " 

P ersons succored ----------€f:;----------------------------------( 1601) 

Persons resuscitated.. ______ O-____________________________ '( 1702) 

Miles towed ________________________________ _________________ __ _ (1904) 

Coast Guard property damaged (description) : 

1 Mot or Surfboa t 
_L_Bllbbe.r __ Li.:!'=-'*f_t. ______________ ________________________ --------

Co r dage , crocker :r , et c : 
V alue___________________________ $ --5-,100~----- (2005) 

lO-{l l OJ.-l 



Was service equipment satisfactory? _____________ If not, make full report: andl~f.?Fendation for 
improvemen~ .ip a separate communication_ 

REMARKS 

Among other remarks, state specifically: 

1. Did any deficiencies in aids to navigation, 

arrangement or functioning, hav~ anything to 
,t 

. ~. , ' '., 

either as to 
do wi th the 

number of aids or their 
occurrence? 

, . 

2. Indicate whether any change in the number, type or arrangement of aids to n~vigation 
Beems desirable. 

" " -'. 
See inclosures and suppl ement,,!,), poges . 

.f·' 

• 
. ~ ",. • ~l'" ". .: ., 

, , , " ~ .• ~, . , ', I: ' ., 

~:; .: ," _ ., ,' ! .. .' 

~ '. .' . "": ".::t 
, 

- '-
.. .-' , . 

• • .:. ''-,.. ,..: " ,,',.f '.: .. , 

,. ',' ". , .~. ,.' ,. -

', " . " ,-: 

Prepared by ____ '!:.L'B·._.'9J~ONJ( ______________ ~ ______ _ _ _________ _____________ 1:! ___ ~: ___ QTIQmL _________ ::::: ___________________ _ 
(CommBndlng officer) -

Rank ____________ !?::E.!-_~ n L..~:::~~ _______________________ __ _ ~ .,.. C.?p tnin: , USCG ' . t · " . 

Rank ----;c----.--~------------------,:_~;~-----:_-------------------

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Reports shan be submitted in all cases of actual or attempted assistance. . " . 
2. Reports shall be typewritten and numbered serially for each fiscal year. Reports of assistance to, or searche'Et-for, derelicts 

shall be similarly numbered in a separate series. 
3. Under "Remarks" give an account of operations, including list of deaths or seriotls injuril¥', any unusual delays, difficulties, 

outstanding performances of duty, and ,details of professional or public interest. Use additional 'sheets if necessary. 
4. The numbers after certain words arE;, code numb~rs fOl h eadquarters' use only. '" 
5. "Persons actually saved from d'rowning" Include thosE!' who in all probability would have been drowned if Coast Guard 

assistance had not been rendered. ·'P.e'rsons 'l'escued Ifrom ,poSitions of peril" ,j,llclu~~, th.qse ;wl?,o~e lives ~y~~~ eJ?qangered by po~ 
ble drowning or other cause.. ~, t. . ' " ' 

6. State opin.ion as to wne'ther or nof'casualty was partly or wholly due to unseaworthiness, inadequacy or l~ck of equipment; 
or incompetency of ''Personnel, and, if so, elaborate in "Remarks." , 

u .•. GO"'UH 'IIC~T 'R ' "Tl"G or.,c! 16--0103 



U. S . C 0 A S T G U A R D 
OFFICIAL DISPATCH 

Unit U. S . CGC BIBB 

IJI)CObm~G HEALI:NG 

NR 4 A LTI,'E 172336z SLUG IV HI?S l'J1IDS GR 58 BT 

TF.JCT 

Date 18 October , 1947 

SRi~. X IN ADDITIO, TO REPORI' OF ASSISTANCE lENDI:RED FOOli! NCG 2628 m'T 2628 

ID:QUEST A).!PLIFYI~:C INFORMATION CONCERcm!G IIC'l'HOrB 'I'ECF.NIQ.W.S P.ND 

PROCEDUIlES E ,C1U:'TIG :\f.3 0,UACY OF FACILITmS ).ND :::;QUr'l@iT USED 'lliROUGHOUT 

Ol'!';R~.TION DiVOL'ffi!G SUCC";JSFUL RESCl.i]; OF SiJi,'lIVORS EROl, AIRCR)..FT NO 18612 

x m:SIRE INCLUSI On P I COi\t.lFJ1TS ON OPERNIIO],ii,L :;FFECTIVENESS OF RESCUE 

EQUIPMENT )YiD PROCEDUllES FOR SOT.: .HRCR".FT .j.':) VESEiEL BT 172336z 

Operf' tor s !bcord TOR/N;.S/0556/FV3/LG 

From cm.l!}T CG 

To (Fer Acti on) COM!J:ASTAREA 

To (For informat i on) 

CCGD ONE 
CGC BIBB 



PLJtlffi REPORT' No . 160 

Identific~tion CEO Time 183)Z 

Pos ition 53° 50 ' N 37° ~'w 'rime 1807Z 

Course 072 Sp . 3) 5 Alt 9000 

Departed Gf'J-IDER Dcstimltion PRESTVIICK 

ETA 2247Z 

Freq 118 . 1 TOR 1820 Dat e 10/12/47 Op RHB 

~ 182J.2 

I 
338° T - 65 ; 8 Mile 

THIS I S Gz RTIFIED TO BE -1 TRill: COFY. 

PL.'INE REPORr No . 161 

Identific p. tion C3iJI Time 3)10Z 

Positi on 52° 58' N 3',° 52 ' ¥l 

Sp 260 Alt 10000 

I:eporte d SHfu'l, lON restin~.t ion G; ,l\'LER 

Rq Bn Rq Fx YES ETA 00 30Z 

Freq 118 . 1 TOR 2006 Dat o 10/13/47 RHB 

() 2011Z 
3~Oo T 6 . 0 Hile 

TIllS IS CLRTIFIED TO BE A TR1.J'E COpy 

/s/ J . H. J,L~ ctoN:,LD , Ensign , USCG 



PIJINE REPORT No . 162 

Identifica tion CLIPPER - 868 Timo 2145Z 

Position 530 15' N 300 00 ' W Time 2158Z 

Course 2680 T Sp 186 Alt 6000 

Destination GAl\:lJER 

Rq Bn Rq Fx YF.S ETi, 0210Z 

Freq 118 . 1 TOR ihte 10/13/47 ROF 

'..l 2200Z 
0840 T 30 . 6 Mile 

'lEIS IS CERTIFIED TO BZ ; . TRUE COPY 

/s/ J . H. lfJacDONliLD, Znsign , USCG 

PL..~V; REPORT j~o . 163 

Identification SC- BEC Time 0012Z 

Position 540 10 ' N 36 0 25 ' W Ti ma 0015Z 

Cour se 0710 Sp 225 Alt 9000 

Departed Gl\NDER Destill3tior. PRES'JYICK 

Rq En Rq Fx YES ETA 0526Z 

Freq , 118. 1 TOR 0020 Dlte 10/13/47 Op HVW 

(jJ OOllZ 
3330 T - 78 . 0 . ile 

THIS IS CERTIFIF.D TO BI; 1\ TRUE COPY 

/ s/ J . H. llbcI'DN:.LD , !':ns ign, USCG 



PLlll'iE REPORT No . 164 . , 
Identif ic~ti on NC 288 Time 0130Z 

Position Time 

Cour se Sp . Alt 

DepfU't od Destinotion 

Rq BN Rq Fx ETA 

Fre q TOR Dnte 10/13/ 47 Op HVW 

# Unable t o cont e ct 

THI S IS CERTIF IED TO BE ,:. TRUE QOPY 

/ s/ J . H. Ma c ])ONALD, Lnsign , USCG 

" 

PLi.NE REPORT No . 16 5 

I den t ificati on NC- 61 2 Time 020 5Z 

Positi on 520 55' N 35 QO' W Ti me 0200Z 

Course 2600 T Sp 100 Alt 6000 

De ;:>er t. ed FOYNES Lest inRti on G,'I)I1rEH 

Rq Bn NO Rti Fx YES ETA 0900Z 

Fr e q 4220 TOR 0230 I:ate 10/ 14/ 47 Op mE 

(] 101 55Z 
0900 T- 68 . 0 Mi l e 

'[HIS I S CERTI FIED TO BE ,~ TRUE COPY , 

/ 5/ J . H, M .. "lcIXll\!\LD, Ens i gn , USCG 



CO!!llUNIC,\TION BET\'.IEEN "Nl,IMC" &. "BERMUDA SKY ~UEEN" 

.it 0155 , GMT, on the mo r ning of Tuesday , October 14 , 1947 , r oceived " 
series of cnlls fran '1 i rcrAft , NC-288 , NC- 612, qnd SpeGd Bird- GIllEN. 
Immcdint ely t ur ned on trAnsmitte r 'md mndo effor ts to rEl;J l y . At 0157 
GMT g:1ve !J genc~nl c'll l t o ell three ni rcrcft . S"'}o ed Bir d- GJJfEN 
replied , giving the necess ary chock- i n information nnd requeste(~ f1 

Rnd- r Fix , wanthor , gCW€ srune . Signed off cle"r of s hip " t 0205 GHT. 
Gav e r.r..othe r ce ll for NC- 288 r:nd NC- 612 , Hi th the l :1tte r ans'."aring up . 
Recei ved the necess 'lr y informr,tion flnd in t urn r epli ed \"i th a r cdnr 
f i x , \'!inds .,l oft 'It his altitude of 6000 foot , "aD " Iso ", sited f or the 
wind, nt 4000 feet , a l timeter , '1nd coiling . Since nothinr> else was 
required , s i Bnod off cle a r . Gavo a caE fO l' NC- 238 , with no r eply . 
DUring tho convers2.t i on there WQS no sign or symbol of F<ny t rouble- . 
At ",?praxim'1tcly ) 900 G!~ , on tho mcr ninll of Tuesday , October 14, 1947, 
TR)JTSC.;JJ .. ~DA-CEM checkec. i n 1'1ith t~l':'~ R0::ltte r ship _ Si gned him clear . 
Appro x i mctely five ( 5 ) minutes l ater TRC,HSC.'I.l"!.'.DA- CEM Called NiilD!C on 
118 . 1 Megs . "-nrl notifi ed the wea thGr sh i p t l',at KFG , (l:C- 612), vms cnlling 
N1$.!C , Rnd it seemed to b" a distr ess cIll1. :'it:1in' fl f ow minutes KFG (NC-
612) called in on 4220 Kcs ., st"i; ing t hat lw "as r eturning to t ho we? t hor 
sh i p for a l~c.ing . W ... s -.sked fo r the surf~,c e WG '1t her , "' i nds rnd ve l ocity 
seas , :--nd e\\lcll s , o:lromcter , :!ltimete r:,: and temper-:turc . At th i s time 
TR1'.1IlSC:J\lADA- CEM c l1 llod in on 4220 Kes . nnd Asked if thE,r o was Any assist
ance hG could r ondeI' . Clcnr0 (l TRANSC;'..NAI1\-CEM from t ho ·3.ir t o hr: ndle tho 
di str ess case . At "'lproximately 1000 GlliT, ICFG (NC- 612) , c alled in 'lnd 
stated t hnt he "ould bo l~nding in the '/icinity of tho s hill in appro xi 
mately 20 mi nute s . A short time l et er ho WAS loc 'Oted v i s uelly coming in 
for his I nnding . 

TIl l S IS CERTIFIED TO M ;, TRUE COPY 

lsi J . H. /'inc I:ONlILv , :::l'.si gn , USCG 



USCX BI BB ( wpC'~31 ) 

REMARKS 

(ForIe, nCG 262H - Report 0-: Assistance , dated 14 October 1947) 

First cont o,ct .~i th KFG (BER..'l!tJDA SKY QUEEN) VIQS on 500 kcs . C;' at 0929 and 
shortly thGrv,fter on 4220 kcs . , voice f r oquency . Lending and r escue 
procedure ""8 discus sed . Voice 'contnct WQS maintp inec1. until about 1900 , 
Tnerel".fto !' , blinker pnd bull horn \" 1',5 used by cu'ttG r and plane r esponded 
",i th landing li;$hts '"'nd voice . Rndio conununicntion v."as kept at a minimurn 
t o ,conserve plflHO vS batteri es . At 0205 , wh ilu eastbound , :91~ne han checked 
~n omt reeei'fed r r.dl" r positiou and woati' cr for 4 ,000 "nd 6 , 000 feet ; 
corrununic ... tion wr;s l ond and clcp,r . 

W :DI NG: 

~fuilc ci rcling shi:p vnrinU8 lrndi ng methods v:o re discussed . It we.s finally 
ag r eed thet shi, I"ould drift ':nd pl nna ";auld use such lee "IS this method 
p r ovided . Plan", mf'de " nur'lb<:r of circles fro.n 0941 until 1000 , then made 
landing appr oach , misse~i [,nd ~Fprop.ch6d again '!nd l ande<l. at. 1004 . . Lauding 
was into a 32- :mot 1';inrl , with 'Vilich ',lRne WHS able to approach at very l ow 
speed . Just }lost " Wflve cr<3st , plan~ appe9rod to pull i nto a full stoll" 
landing "ent deep into the -oncoming trough , s!1001t off the next crest , wh ich 
l e r.gely c0ver ed it, 'md r ode high "n~ r:ppO:1'ontly undamegec1. Pcssongers were 
uninjured . Loc·:.tion of l'lnding was from on<; t o two miles to l eewar d of shi p . 
An 8 soc wes rUlllling . '1'he -'Ji nc1 had boon blowing ge l e force fro m about 2400 

f o r 36 hours ~.n 'l from strong to' mod0r'~ te gale force f r om "bout 2700 for the 
preceding 24 hours . Crests were "bovu the shi p 's deck in height fmd about 
200 feet flU;'l cr€lst to crest . This is in keeping \''1 th pest e>:perienco . 
Duri ng mid- v;inter , with steody llinds 'lbove fort.~' ;(loots , it hr,,, bean noted that 
about throe days are r equired for crosts to space 400 feat . 

As the rlnne approAched this vessel, r sccontl :91":10 vms obse:::-vec1 cccompanying 
him : Tnis pl ena hover ed over him during the pu riod of ciroling end addod 
considernbly to the dr amntic eff ect , but in ndrlition i ,t is bclievoc'. that this 
VIes the )lene thrt rel~;rcd tho distros s mcss:~L~es . 

PREPARATION FOR RESCUE : 

1. After landinr; i t "'M; ngroad t o t r y t .) hol d pl -me in positi on on ., 
po i nte r . A six- inch l ine IV"" buo,'od 1"i th lifo pr ese rvers every fow feet , 
'!:he lee pullir.g bon t vms m'lnnvd "nd tho pl "110 Oppro;) ched Alllidsh i ps end st opped 
his cngi aes while "bol!t 100 feat from tn') sh i p. As soon 3S tCla eddying eff ect 
of the ship\c loe WGE felt , the pl ano V!O!lt out of control . ~:'i th the break
ing effect of the vlind l ost , the pll'lno ski r.unod "hopd "nd c>'me slongside . The 
ship WflS b"cked cl e8r nt oneo . It 'Ims rpparel:t t hat pl ane a nd 8hi must r e 
main u!'\hampHred by li~,es or by aach other . 

- 1-



USCGC BIBB (\''PG-31 ) 

REMARKS , 
(Form NCG 2628 - Report of As s i st ance , det ed 14 October 1947) 

FHEPP~~TION FOR RESCUE (Cont' d ) , 

2. Tho pl l'ne cren mc.nned fli ght st" ti ons , ke pt pl"ne heeded into ,,'i nd and 
sea . Pllme pitched violently , but was r eported dry . Frequent so undings ond 
inspoctions we r e rnRde . Pilot dosire d a t first to ,.,bandon s hip i n his 9 fiye 
per son Ufe rafts , but agr eed to wait . ?lane experimented ith l a \.Ulching a 
r aft, but it flow like) " kite or fl npped About crnzily in the so:"\ . Ove r the 
r adiO tho pilot could be heQr d retching , nevo r thc l ess ho rOlnai n(;'l posi orl. and 
cal m. 

3. The sh i p h~c~ the SATao ex:?orie;nco \"i t!J R1nell r nfts ns tho pl ane hed had . 
A pullin,~ boat r cm!1i ned nv~r the pllUle f or oYur B:l !101.u' , t he ship mC HntlJh. ilo 
furni"" i ng s uch l co (lnd oil slick c.s it coul d . The plane Wf1S founcl to be 
drifti ng '1t rybout 1. 2 knots per 10 !cnots v' i nd , the sh i p 0 . 8 tnots pe r 10 knots 
·wind . The bo nt df}ro ~ not pppr ol'l.ch tho pl nne f!'om lco~":D rd , from vlindwarrl it 
was h~ rd put to tee).' UT,: Hi th the :?lnne 9 s drift . Pitching WRS s uch thct the 
boot wes i n dnn.1or of :,eing surf bOR r dod under th8 fuselr.(!e anrl. beir.g crushed 
or of bc i n:; Sffii'shcd up ''\gn i nst tho s;onson~ .. Thi;) boot retur:1od with i ts 
crO\'; oxhc usterl :mel "hen p" r t l y hoi sted \" us lifte~. by " 508 ct de ck 10'181 , 
unhooked f or n:lI\! -,ud spilled i ts crew . All h '1)fs h:!Q a hold o f life lines 
and were brought ou bo" rl. Tho bort officol', Lieut . (jg ) C. S. ,bll , hoo!{eel 
on ~nd the bo~t wr.s ho i s t ed . 

wind 
4. The sh i p wo r ked do'·}u/ of tho pleno nt 15 kr.c t G m"lk i n:; oil sl ic les . 
The pl -no dri fte C: tj'mUGh t !,em quickly . The oil di d 110t s pro']d fast e nough 
f OI'the f :1st - moYi nc; plone . It vms f ounrl. thet. ·oil aould b0 s!)r crd downwind 
h. \Jino ~_ cti o!l . rr:r10 picturo i r'l current LI~ En~f)zine shoVls the o il s lick 
effect . 

5 . Roseue gao r WeB ~ssemble rl ~ l1d teste d. Opi nions ,,\) r o i nvi ted frcm ell 
l"4cJnds . Schemes W8 r e di scussed . Shi9 !'Ippro''.chos pr~cticod . 

6. At 1715 , Pilot advised tll"t pl ~no wes l e'lk i l1g , "'pm1sons \"o re d,)ubtful, 
and r oquost ed r emo'/e l of e ll hr.ncls . Rem~inj.ng i\uthol' i n the pl A.!le waS bo
YI)nd endur::nce f'or mnny thurein . No OT!e c ould k ... l1m~! i f or whon n sponson 
'No uld gi "I e way nnd '111ow the pl Rno t o ClJ.PS i Z0 (;r if or 1,-Jhan someone woul~l 

open one of t ho mnny osc"po 0.00 r8 '\n<l 1.,,,,1 a lommi r~g pr ,J cass i on i nto the sea . 
Less uncorta in wqs tho f':~to of tho vo:r~r Y OUj1"1t;]; ~nd t:qn 'lory old . Thoy would 
not s urvive the nig!1t . 

THE [ESCUE: 

1 . The pilot \'JP$ ins tructDd t o 12unch F! life rqft '_nd , .usi:1g tho str ongest 
men , t o a ttempt t e m-n i t . Three 1~0l volur.toored . The pilot i nfl r, t Gd a r "ft , 
but it burst ,"r.on ~. so co::o.d ch~rgi!:.; flask WQS USG cl . A seconci "Ittempt SUCCElcd
ed . The volunteers tumblo ~l i n someho~.'.j '1n'l ~s t he :P1e:nlJ driftod nwe y , t he 
sh ip WFlS drifted i rlt o t ho r~ ft pnd i ts occu;:mnt 8 wGr e tnlcon on bO'1 r d wi th 
bowl inos . First , howo-vor , I t hey ve r a conched b~r bull- horn 011 procodure a long
s i de . Howuvor brfl"lC ::ny or those mon may h fl 'lO af t o'rv.1:1 !'d nicturerl t hcmscl vos 

·r.s be i ng , when tdcan 0 U boar d tr.~o'- c~nfGssed , tha t whilG ;'drift , the y hed not 
bel ieved the Cl ttom,Ji{ waul ,l eml i n success , and no ono bl r,mod thom . 
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USCGC BI BB (\1PG- 31) 

REMARKS 

(For m NCG 2628 - Repo r t of Ass i stance , chtot'l 11, Oct obGr , 1947 ) 

1~~ ~SCUE (Conti nued) 

2 . At this po i nt t ::e pilot , hpvi ng seen the hn ndling of t he 15- :)or son 
r~1fts expr essed hi s di ssat i sfact i on wi t h tho per formance al ongsi de t he pl ane 
of tho small r cft s and r OCjuest ed t ho use of ship's r "ft s . A' smnll r aft w"s 
r eloasod on." pr. i ntor f o r t he pl " no . The mot or surfboat and a I'P.ft we r e 
leur.chod \'lith $ 0 diffi culty . The Inrgo r~ft , l onded "lith co r dage , was mAno 
f ast t o t ho pe intc r " nd the smal l r aft cut 1d r i ft . 

3. Pri or to tho first ope r nti on , seve r al pra ct ice 'pproGchos '."e r e m:lde , 
consi st i ng of ::: f [tst dash f or t wo :> 1' thr oe mi les Clovffil'lind , z igzaggi ng end. 
r ol ol':s i ng oil ( 3 , 500 gel l ons of di osol oil Vlore usod al toc;et hor ), t hen 6 cl ose 
appr oach t o "ind"1nr d of tho :'Jl~ne , l Ayin" to t o fo r m P. 130 f or t ho boat ani! 
r aft , and spr ay i ng oi l. As the ship b y t o wi ndw" r d of t he pl p.ne , t he deba rka
t ion t o t he r pft w·s offected . The "bove proccQure I'lFtS f ol lo"ed i n gener al 
thr oughout . 

4. The o;,Jereti on qt 2339 ,_'cs e f fo cted by tlropping c. nulling boot vli t h .~ 

re.ft i n tor some t1 :0 n~ i l,3s dO"'-!],'t'Tind l1f'the pI 0:-; TIC . This bo ... t r,.r.d to dodge 
t he oncomi ng Illnno , nppl'oc.ch qui c~ly ".:J. th a cumbersome r 2ft i n t OiN r:ad pass 
t ile r" ft ' s p.., i nter by shot line .. 'hile the pl '1ne V"'1S blo." i ng away . Tho boat 
t hen hAd t o stay non,rby for an hour ·:;·.'r: i tL1g fo r the r '-:ft t o be l onded . QUi t e 
li l<ely the pc;cplo rn!r::"'.i ni !1t1 in the pl ~!lG i.\'C r o by no\!: exhe.ust cd , f o r no attempt 
wps l1ll'tdo to l oc"i the r 1ft or tn s i ;o;nd . (R'!d i o hac1 by now f a iled) . Event
ue l l y tha bo"t 1!lrS pic:co'~ up .- nd t he :?l -:.ne s!,ol<sn to by bull- horn . All t he 
response obta i ned wns n f'~dnt I1 We hr!vo t ho r c ft , 11 lncl i !1. response to liHo1":' do 
you fee l ebout wr i t i !1g u::t i l d::yl i ght?" nn ~ ffi rmF'.t i ve from tho l rJlc1 i ng 
lights 13t 0130 GUT , 15th . 

,-
5 . Duri ng t he n i ght t he wi nd hnd s ubsided to f or cu 6 ~nd t hen fo r ce 5. Tho 
~.Jl:me poundod hC2v ily and its drift bo c~me orr'1tic . Once coll i s i on w".~ narrow
l y ':'Tert ed , With d'1yl i ght t ho r oscue VI,)" co:npleted v.'i thout t oo much t r oubl e . 

PL.CJiIE DJJ:STROYED AS DERELICT ANCl ~JE r."CE TC NA VIGA'rrON; 

L I n t he mi dst of tho p r cvi0us ,'..,y ' s epor'!tions the likelihood of f ueling 
tho pl qne l l'!tor :'r.l.u fl y i ng it or towi ng i t wc:! s presented to tho p i lot by 
vo i ce r ICd i o . Hi s lmqu"lified r cs::;onse wos thd t he pl'''::\o co ul :i not be fl own 
or t owed . On bOIC :rd Sil i p he stnted th~t rGpeirs woul cl exceed orig i n", l cost 
a::d t he pl Ano c oul d ne'lor bo repai red to fl y '1g-: i n ; th ... ·t t ho t"lil secti on W?s 
comi ng l ooso , t he sponsons "bout t o g iv~ way . Three off;ic ers bes ides the 
COmnlrnd i ng Office r vli ll deposo t o t he ,obove stfltement s h'lvi ng bee!l m'Jde . 

2., As t ho pl nno burnee , t he t a il secti on earne loose in one pi ece , Tho 
mn in hor i zont , l kee l. llIembe r fl oat ed , but sonk ,, £"te l' n f ew ::>i s t ol shot s . Had 
t he pl ene , while pnrtly suhme rged , h tl'le f ou16,1 n Yessel , ser ious dRmnge could 
have ens u.ed . 
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U, S . Coast Guard Cutte r BIBB 
17 October , 1947 

RESCUE OPERATIONS 

FLYING BOAT - BERAIDDA SKY QUEEN (l C18612) 

Sequenc e of Events 

14 October , 1947 (GCT) : 

Re cei ve il at 0852 from Canadian plane KCC on.'! a t 0911 from Val enc i a Rnd io 
netice t !lat NC 18612 w:i.th 69 souls returning t o Weather Stati on "C" for 
l and ing. 
0938 Pl!ille si ghted ; cutter drifting . 
0941 Pl ane CRme up und es t ablished communicetions I:! nu circled . Londing 

rel~tion of pl ane end shi p discussed on 4220 kc . 
1004 
1025 

Plane l anded undamnged . 
Pilot desirad moorin.:; li ne be j!f.ossed , came Gl ose t o in l ee of cutter 
",ith slight collision and damage to port wing , tip and nose . Plane 
end cutter drifted close to , r e leased e il as needed . 

1037 - 1152 Sur fboa t s urveyod behavior of plHne and pr acticed oppr onches . 
Cutte r advi sed pl :-,ne thot s pecial weather fo r ecasts and locol condi
tions indicated moclerr ting wind f or 15 October 'lft ernoon , and re 
commended wa iting , but pl~eed de ci s i on t o ;,bandon Ahi p or begi n boct 
ope r at ions 'lt pl ane's descret i on . Pl nne ad vi sed to test and try 
floQotion of life r s ft . Plane ~nd cutter floated r afts on r etrieving 
l ir-es . Raf't s in each case ble," into a ir ~ n': spun bout on lines . 

Cutter conducted test m"neuver s 3bout pl~ne . 

Plane set \'latches on cont r ols 'lnd kept plane s t eer ed into ~'ind with 
excellent re sult s . 

Pl ane made l eewny at /.,2 lmots , cutter ot 3 , 4 lenots, wind being 30 • 
knots . 

1715 Plnne s t ated deemed desirable to me-ke tra nsfer by some means , OS pl a ne 
showed some weaJcening . Plane directed to test flotation of r aft with 
hum~n car go , us ing strongest men , and , i f satisfied wi t h r esults , t o 
cast r a ft loo se and cutter would r et r iove . 

1740 5- person r nft l aunch ed with throe men , cutte r waS drifted ont o r aft , 
0.11d men retri eved at 1757 . PIma r equestod l a r ,.,8 r afts . 

1916 15-person r a f t wa s passed to pl ane using buoo'oi! line by moto r surf
boot , and pl Ans dire cted to se OUl'e snme as de bo rlmtion pl a tform. 
Wind 30- 39 knots, 
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U8CGC BIBB - - 10/17/47 - - RESC tjE OPER~.TIOT'!S ,. EER:llIDA SKY QUEEN (NC 18612) 

Seque nce of Events (Cont 'd) 

14 Octobe r , 1947 (GeT) : 

1930 - 1954 Seven pa s sengers j umped f r om pl nne to r aft , 
by boot , and passed on bo~.rd cutter . Cutter lJ1"lde 
of pl Ane J then la i d ~cross l}rind ahead of pl Dne to 
soarchlights . 

1958 - 2017 Oper Qtion r epe'lte1 with ten !,l<'.5sor.80rs . 

2020 - 2037 0p'~r~ti on r e]?eated with c l even pas senge r s . 

t:Jken off 
oil sl i ck 
fo r m lee . 

r a ft , ' 
davID wi nd 
Used 

2100 Raft bro],e p"l i nter ; adr ift wi th s i xteen passenger s ; mot or sur fboat 
departed sh i ? ; 

21 30 Boat!lUd r aft sv,amped ; boat comi ng epart . 

2145 Ship dr iftod i nto bont gnd r nft and r etrievoJ pc,ssenger s and boot crew. 
Boat ',and r aft 'cut ad rift : Boat t 'lnlCS Vio r o Hooded ; r aft had multipl e 
punctures . 

. 
2339 Mo nomoy sur fboat towed 15- (l0 rson r Ift to pbne and passed pA inte r by 

1ine . Boat re:noinod nca r pl p. m~ . Pinn..) Cart": in deomed further dc 
bar kntion tUljustifi(;d , nS raft prov'idod mea!1B o f quickly Qbandoning 
sh i ? 

15 October , 1947 (GeT) : 

0045 Boat r eturned qnd hoisted; operp.tions suspended . 

0913 ~ 00931 Opcrnti on r epe"ltec1 using g i g ; ei ght prssengers . Wi nd 13 knots , 
s light se(! , heavy swell. 

0946 0958 Ol'er nti on r epo8te <i Vii th si x pnssongel's us ing i~enomoy surfboat . 

1010 1033 Operati on r epeated !" j. th s i x 2)oSsongcr s , r rft adri ft . 

1035 Gig br 'Jught two passengers . Tota l s ixty- nine . Ol'e r ," tions completed . 

1320 Fir"d inC 0ndio.ry bulle t s i nto ;ll ane . 

1345 Plano ' burned c,nd sunk except sponson section ~nd t o il secti on. 

1430 Remna nts sun~, wi th sun fire . 
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42 cad • ." .I.~, .1. 
e " .t.'-A !rea, osee 

6oL-6r17 
rial . 717 

11 fN .r, 1947 

., lilt', t..,n At'OJ\, 
. 1'0. C~ .. otf1.cer, \ 

V1a. 

tuci;r of rlf~la kl ten D1tcb.i~ and .acue of Surrtvart 

1. t of the tch1n& or t b. Ie de. Iq UII cd 
• CUI of as .t' hie 11 hI\8 bIllS red by t. hi _TO An d Relle'll 

Q 1, to~ed her.w1tJl .ita the req .t tn.ot. it O&NtullT 

.t 1i1~ and IIIUnIIH INWUed to .. -rI¥ t.be ."t" as .... ct.leAbl • • 

a. n, prep\red:t .tatt of ec- , \I , to 
c.rtain ot tlta tlGM aN alllO forwarcled. It 18 requ •• ted that. thl .. 
M Rud1414 aDd &QJ a ditiClMl .At or 4i.ttererl(le of opinion be DOted. 

,. Upon aono uaion ot st.u~ m\U"ll 1DclDlurell J to 7 inc uai ve, 
pt.her wi th 1\ er." red by • 

4. \1_ IIt.ud;y will take the 11\0' of tM 1Dt'o 1 critique orlgu • u l 
p1.IIaoM. 

6. 
7. 

w. • tIC' , 
ChJ.et or Staft. 

CCI TIt CIlSOOIANT (C ) - with 1ncl II re 2 on1.7. /' 
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UNITED STA'BS COi,sr GUiffi D 
Bostbn 13, 1'1.'1s s"chusetts 

f.drlro ss r oply t o 
Corrunf!nde r , First Coc.st GU'1r d Listrict 
Re f er t o f i l e : 0- 601- 65 

From: 
To : 

Subj : 

Comm~.nde r , First Coast Gua r d District 
All Ve ssels , Firs t Const GUAr d District., 
83 ft . Patrol BOClts . 

UGCGC BI BB (1'1PG- 31 ) , Repo r t of As s i s t ance ; 

= 
' " ...... :;~ ' .• :>Ool. 

ti:~ I~~ 

:lUl.a~ 

Re f : (n ) Fo rm NCG 2628 , Re')o rt <)1' Assi stMce , Seri"l clo . 5-47 , clnted 
14 Octo be r , 1947 

1. A copy of r e f e r ence ( n) i s fOl~'i~. r de r\ her ewi. t h f ;n st udy PJld r e -
commendcti ons . 

I ncl : 

CC: 

Copy of r e ference ( ."\ ) 

Comdt . CG (10) 
COlr.EastArc'1 ( 5) 
Comdr . 3rd CG Dist . ( 5) 
Comdr . 5th CG Dist . (5 ) 

\ 

lsi A. G. lULL 
Chie f' o f Staff 
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FORMAL STATEMENT OF 'IHB SURVIVORS , 

OF THE LOSS OF THE FLYING BOAT 
BERMUDA SKY Q,UEEN 

1. In the opinio!l of the underSigned passengers on the Bormuda Sky 

Q.ueen the ' plane waS grossl y overcrowded . Further more it is believed 

tha t the r eason why the a ircraft of the type used toolc the a ir on a 

North At l antic route at this time of year cel l s for an lu'T8st i e;atlon. 
, 

2 . , Captni n Charles Martin's sldll in l rmding the Ai rcraft on a heavy 

seg was in part l'espolliJlible 1'Ol" prcventing a ma jor '!cc i dent . Th i s 

l anding , we be lieve , W(1S " major a chi eveme nt . 

3. We , the undersig ned , also declare tha t the behnviour and skill of 

the Cayt ain a nd cr ew of the USCG cutter Goo r ge IJ. Bibb nnd the efficient 

manne r i n v\lhich they cV2cuated ~ll pas senge rs and creVJ from t he aircraft 

wi t hout loss of lifo or aI,porent sor i ous injury o~ any kind in heavy 

seas gnd under condi tions whi ch crm only be des cribed e s hazardous in 

the extreme o, re lAOrthy 01' the greatest cQmmend9tion. Th i s per ticularly 

applies to the members 01' the voluntary lifebo'lt crews . Vie arc also 

eternnlly grnteful 1'or the limi tles s hospitAl i ty and welcome which 

heve bee n extended to us by every finn on the Co"stgu'lrd Cutte r . 

Si"naturc s : /s/ Vi . H. BC's t oc;c & 36 other pessengers 



TESTIMONY OF T"clE SURVIVORS OF 'mE 
JIT,YING BOAT, "BERMUDA SKY Q.UEEN" 

/ 

The undersigne d pa ssengers Q~ite in expres s ing the ir deepest 

g r ati. t ude t o Cnpt ~ in Quinn end members of the U. S . tanker "Chi sholm 

Tra il" , name l y OS Currie , Q,lA Brovm, AB Ha rmon , Q;d cNeil , Fireman 

lliller, Oiler River " , Oiler King , a ncl Assistant Cook Cre nshaw t ogethe r 

wi th Unattnched Seampn Coole f or the mll nne r i n which t hey behaved in 

the di sast I' of the Bermuda Sky Queen . 

1. For the u~holdinB of mo r ul a thr oughout the day n n1 n i ght ~nd the 

manner in which the y a ss i sted p<1 ssengoI' s , particul ~ rly the women ond 

chUdr en . 

2 . The initiative and ext r eme couruge shown by Cnpt !l in Quinn and crGW 

member s Brown Bnd Har mon i n risking their li vGS in mnlcing their Vlay to 

the Coast gunrd Cutter i n n four- m'<n rubbe r life -ra ft to acqua int the 

Captni n o f t he Cutter Vii til the need i'or i mmediet e assistance in vi ew of 

the despe r ate condi t i ons pr evailing i n t he o ircraft . 

3. For the a ble manner in vchich Oi l er King orgAni zed t he crew members 

Currie , Hc~To i,l, Miller , River a , Crenshaw pnd Cook and cnrried out with 

compl e t e cal m e.nd r ema rkable e fficiency t he evacu~tion of the ' pl ane 

unde r nrpnlling weather conditions, I t should be me ntioned he re tha t 

King r emni ned abonr d tho doome d aircrcf t 'mtil he h~d seen t he com-

pl e ti on of hi s self- i mposed t~sk 'md l e ft i n tho life - r nft . 

Si l1:nntures : /s/ Wr H. Bostock 'md signatur es 
r epr ese nt ing 47 passengers 






