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SPECIAL INTEREST CASE 

CCGD17: CGC JARVIS (WHEC 725) - GROUNDING - ALASKA 


Over the weekend CGC JARVIS was able to stablize and improve her 


position with respect to any continuing danger. A marked improve

ment in the weather permitted JARVIS to ride at anchor a nd commence 


repairs. The CGC BALSAM and CGC CITRUS have been on scene provid

ing personnel and other assistance. Coast Guard Air Station KODIAK 


has been providing logistic support. Sunday, the commercial tug 


RICHARD F06S arrived and towed JARVIS to the Bally-Hoo dock in Dutch 


Harbor where divers flown in from the CGC STATEN ISLAND and u.s. Navy 


Hull Construction Unit One are surveying the damage and welding on 


underwater patchesg The CGC WINONA is due at Dutch Harbor on Novem

ber 21st a nd will tow or escort JARVIS to drydock. CASE PENDS. 


CAA: POLAR ICEBREAKER - CGC EDISTO 

The MORGENTHAU, with EDISTO in tow, continues to progress satis

factorily. The vessels are making a speed of advance of 8.5 knots 

and expect to rendezvous with the CGC CHILULA on November 23rd. 

CASE PENDS. 
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Release No.: .1 Date: 

Contact: Time of Release: 


Rescue forces in Alaska are rushing to the aid of a Coast Guard 

cutter which is taking on water in the North Pacific Ocean near 

Akutan Island. The 378-foot cutter Jarvis has lost all means of 

. . · 84'41?!/
propulsion in~ seas and has issued an SOS. 

Allthough flooding in the ship's engineroom is reported to be 

serious, the 170-man crew of the Honolulu-based high-endurance 

cutter is in no immediate danger. 

The flooding is aresult of a grounding which occured early 

Wednesday morning in Dutch Harbor, Alaska. Emergency repairs had 

been made to the vessel, permitting the departure from.Dutch Harbor. 

High winds and heavy seas were prevalent at the time of the grounding. · 

Coast Guard.ships and aircraft are speeding to the stricken 
i 

,r·jship and several merchant vessels are also reported to be on the way 
.1 

Ito help. The nearest ship is a few hours away. '1 

'I -:1The cutter Jarvis was conducting a routine Alaska fisheries 
·.I 

patrol at the time of the grounding. .·. ! 
. i 
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Seventeenth Coast Guard District 
Juneau, Al aska 
Phone: 586-7281 

elease No.: d\. 	 Date: 11-16-72 
Time of Release: Immediateontact: M. Joseph Leahy, Journalist 

JUNEAU - - - The Coast Guard Cutter Jarvis, which has been pl a~Jucd by Itf"F 
cb:,,..._ flooding in- its engine-room, is expected to be safely anchored in a 	 I 

'.I 
l 

protected inlet early this afternoon. Under tow,~; at~i~;ne~:e.... :~~~~.a~~t. ~<? l"':.. . \ 
vessel, the Jarvis will be anchored in Beaver Inlet -~m-Sedanka,·-Is-land,' about c:/.tt:. l 

4";? Y:: : ~ twenty mil es distance from where the two ships rendezvoused this morn·i ng. '£.'"" ..~~- l/ -:r .. 
Captain Frederick 0. Wooley, commanding officer of the stricken ship, '...;!•,..-;; ~ l I 

has reported that with the controlling of engine-room flooding, the ship's <1 ..;~ \ . 

condition has been stabilized. However, t~e Jarvis will require extensive 	 . . ·.11~ 
//-Pfrclf..ed

hull inspection and repair before leaving~J\.ti:lskan waters. rlThe engine-room flooding is believed to have been caused when the 

Jarvis struck bottom at Dutch Harbor, Alaska, early Wednesday morning. i I 
Temporary repairs had been made prior to the start of last night's flood·ing. ,I ' i·i 

! 
iCoast Guard ships and aircraft are staging large amounts of materials 

to assist in the repair of the high-endurance cutter. In addition, naval :· I 
engineering personnel are being flown in from the ship's home district at 	 ! ~ 

'L f 
Hawaii to direct the operation.· 	 ' 

i 
lj , 

. iThe Cutter Balsam from Adak, Alaska, is expected to arrive 	on scene ! 
~ 

I. 
.i ·.I ' 

1at Midnight tonight; the Kodiak-based Cutter Citrus will 1 rendezvous late 
i. 

·'1·.. Iitomorrow night; and, in addition, the.Cijtter Winona has departed from Port 
. 1: l 

,.Angeles, Washington, to assist,, i.n.-ttu~..~repair. The HC-130 patrol aircraft 

from Air Station Kodiak will continue "orbiting" the Jarvis until the ship 

is safely anchored. 
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s Seventeenth Coast Guard District 
Juneau, Alaska 
Phone: 586-7281 

Release No.: lt 
Contact: M. Joseph Leahy, Journa 1 i st 

Oa te: November 17, 1972 
Time of Release: Immediate 

JUNEAU - - - The Coast Guard Cutter Jarvis, crippled. by a ruptured hull 

·and no means of propulsion, is standing up to a raging windstorm in Alaska's 

Aleutian chain. With winds gusting to 50 knots, the Cutter Balsam and a 

Japanese merchant vessel are standing by to assist if needed. The 378-foot 

high-endurance cutter has fought for its stability since early Wednesday 

morning following a grounding at Dutch Harbor, Alaska. 

An initial survey of the Jarvis' hull indicates that the ship has 

sustained one 4 x 6 inch hole and another smaller. High winds and fast 

water currents caused by the hard-hitting southeasterly storm are caus'ing 

a delay in the installation of temporary patches. When installed, the Jarvis 

will be towed from its present position in Beaver Inlet to Dutch Harbor, a 

distance of about 24 miles. There, a large work force and materials huve 

been staged to effect additional repairs to the ship. 

Meanwhile, the de-watering process is continuing, with about two feet 

of water remaining in the ship's engine-room. Portable pumps airlifted to 

the scene by Coast Guard aircraft, and carried by the Jarvis and the Oalsam 

are being used to pump out the ·ship's flooded spaces. 
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:ontact: Public lnformation Office 
12th f.~obst. Cur.u·d District 
630 (.)&floDZTIC Straiet f~·· .?Yf.. 
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Date: 17 1~ov~rr..C€~ 1972 
Time ot Release: :MMIG:f.>IATE 

San Franci~co, Ca. 94126 RETURN TO P.Pl-2 
11 ~\CTION FILE"
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~-------

'rh~ Boa:rd i1~ being convened b~r \tic.e Admiral Nark. A. W!-IALEH, Co'l'SW..a nder of 

} the Coast Gua.rdts,...Pad:f.i.c Are,, , a,n'~ will ;1.nJt:iaUy me(:\t in 1'.7mH.>:Ml, .l\lael<a. 
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TRANSPORTATION 

Release No.: 294-72 Date: 17 November 1972 · 
Contact: Public Information Office Time of Release: IMMEDIATE 

12th Coast Guard District 
630 Sansome Street 
San Francisco, Ca. 94126 

The Coast Guard will convene a Board of Investigation into circumstances 

surrounding damage to the Coast Guard Cutter JARVIS and the resulting events. 

The Board is being convened by Vice Admiral Mark A. WHALEN, Commander of 

the Coast Guard's Pacific Area, and will initially meet in Juneau, Alaska. 

The Board will be headed by Rear Admiral Joseph J. McCLELLAND, Commander 

of the Thirteenth Coast Guard District in Seattle. The other member of the 

Board is Captain William F. TIGHE, Chief of Engineering, Twelfth Coast Guard 

District in San Francisco. Commander Henry HAUGEN, Legal Officer, Thirteenth 

Coast Guard District will act as recorder for the Board and legal advisor. 

A Board of Investigation is a fact finding body similar to a Marine Board 

of Investigation, only it deals with military vessels.: 
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