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COMDTINST M3140.5B 

COMMANDANT INSTRUCTION M3140.5B                                Apr 22, 1991 
 
 
Subj:  Nautical Chart and Publication Allowance for Cutters 
 
Ref:   (a)  DMA Pub CATP2V01U - Defense Mapping Agency 
            Catalog of Maps, Charts, and Related Products, 
            Part 2 - Hydrographic Products, Volume 1 - 
            Nautical Charts and Publications. 
       (b)  COMDTINST 3530.1 - Cutter Navigation Standards 
            and Procedures 
       (c)  COMDTINST 16502.10 - Development of New Nautical 
            Charts and Publications 
 
1.  PURPOSE.  This manual prescribes the nautical chart and 
    publication allowance for Coast Guard cutters. 
 
2.  DIRECTIVES AFFECTED.  COMDTINST M3140.5A is canceled. 
 
3.  DISCUSSION. 
 
    a.  This allowance list contains a listing of 
        unclassified nautical chart and publication 
        requirements applicable to Coast Guard cutters. 
 
    b.  The established allowance constitutes the minimum 
        inventory of charts and publications which are 
        required to be on board all cutters.  Daily 
        operations as well as military requirements were 
        considered when establishing these requirements. 
        Commanding officers are authorized to requisition 
        additional charts and publications which may be 
        needed to carry out operational assignments. 
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4.  ACTION.  Area and district commanders, commanders of 
    maintenance and logistic commands, unit commanding 
    officers, and Commander, CG Activities Europe shall 
    maintain the established allowance in accordance with 
    this instruction. 
 
5.  CHANGES.  Recommendations for improvement of this 
    allowance list should be submitted via the chain of 
    command to Commandant (G-NSR-3). 
 
 
 
 
                                   J. W. LOCKWOOD 
                                   Chief, Office of Navigation Safety 
                                   and Waterway Services 
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CHAPTER 1.  GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
A.  Definitions. 
 
    1.  Permanent Allowance.  The minimum number of nautical 
        charts and publications (those listed in this 
        instruction) a cutter is required to hold at all times. 
 
    2.  Individual Unit Allowance.  Additional nautical charts 
        and publications, in addition to the Permanent Allowance, 
        a cutter desires to maintain. 
 
    3.  Automatic Initial Distribution (AID).  AID is the 
        automatic issue, by the Defense Mapping Agency Combat 
        Support Center (DMACSC), in predetermined quantities, of 
        new or revised nautical products to customers with 
        established AID accounts.  AID is the means by which a 
        unit's Permanent Allowance and Individual Unit Allowance 
        is kept current, with no requisition action required. 
 
    4.  Standard Products.  Maps, charts, and related 
        publications listed in reference (a). 
 
    5.  Nonstandard Products.  Maps, charts, and related 
        publications not listed in reference (a). 
 
B.  Automatic Initial Distribution. 
 
    1.  AID for new charts, new editions of charts and 
        publications, and changes to publications are 
        automatically provided by DMACSC, to support established 
        allowance requirements.  This service is provided for all 
        products on a command's Permanent and Individual Unit 
        Allowance.  If a command is not receiving its allowance 
        of charts and publications, it should provide the 
        specifics of the problem to Commandant (G-NSR-3), with a 
        copy to DMACSC (ATTN: PMSA). 
 
    2.  Unless otherwise specified, one copy of each publication 
        listed is supplied.  Quantities of nautical charts are 
        listed in accordance with reference (c).  Cutters are 
        supplied with one copy (two copies for cutters equipped 
        with a CIC/CSC) of charts of unrestricted waters.  For 
        restricted waters, cutters are supplied with two copies 
        (three copies for cutters equipped with a CIC/CSC). 
 
    3.  Recommendations for changes to the Permanent Allowance 
        shall be forwarded, through the chain of command, to 
        Commandant (G-NSR-3).  Changes to an Individual Unit 
        Allowance may be made by submitting a letter of request 
        to DMACSC (ATTN: PMSA).  The letter of request for 
        changes/additions is not considered a requisition for 
        products.  A separate requisition must be submitted. 
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1.C.  Extended Overhaul Periods and Deactivations. 
 
    1.  A cutter entering an extended overhaul period shall 
        maintain its charts and publications.  Every effort 
        should be made to store and maintain the products ashore. 
        A great savings is made by such storage because less than 
        20 percent of the nautical charts and publications are 
        revised in one year. 
 
    2.  Commands scheduled for permanent deactivation should 
        notify Commandant (G-NSR-3) with the date AID is to be 
        terminated.  Charts and publications should be offered to 
        other units or disposed of in accordance with reference 
        (a). 
 
D.  Permanent Allowance Activation or Reactivation.  Activities 
    responsible for cutters scheduled to be commissioned should 
    request the activation of the initial allowance of nautical 
    charts and publications in the appropriate OFCO.  This 
    request should be submitted to Commandant (G-NSR-3) at least 
    90 days prior to commissioning. 
 
E.  Additional Quantities. 
 
    1.  Items listed in this instruction are the minimum 
        requirements and are not intended to restrict the number 
        of charts or publications a cutter may hold.  Additional 
        quantities should be requisitioned from DMACSC (ATTN: 
        PMSR), in accordance with the procedures set forth in 
        reference (a), including noting the requirement for the 
        products to be added to AID. 
 
    2.  Cutters maintaining charts and publications other than 
        those on AID should consult the Quarterly Bulletin and/or 
        Notice to Mariners for announcement of availability of 
        new editions and other changes affecting the excess 
        holdings. 
 
F.  Crisis Support Requirements. 
 
    1.  When products other than allowance holdings are required 
        for sudden crisis situations, they should be requested in 
        accordance with procedures set forth in reference (a). 
        Crisis support requests must meet the approved crisis 
        definitions as defined in reference (a).  Such requests 
        may be for either standard products as shown in reference 
        (a) or nonstandard products. 
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1.F.2.  Where commands identify an urgent need for a nonstandard 
        product, instead of listing specific products, the basic 
        requirement should be stated as "Require nautical charts 
        to support navigation of Port XXXXXX." DMAHTC will 
        research its library holdings (including foreign charts) 
        for any available product which might satisfy the command 
        requirement or DMA will construct a product, on an urgent 
        basis, to meet the requirement. 
 
    3.  Telephone requests, if feasible, are preferred as they 
        will expedite the DMA response.  The telephone numbers 
        are as follows: 
 
        a.  Crisis requirements for standard products. 
                During normal duty hours 
                   (0700-1600 EST, Monday thru Friday): 
                Defense Mapping Agency Combat Support Center 
                COMM:  (301) 227-2273/3826/5540 
                       STU-III (301) 227-5540 
                AUTOVON:  287-2273/3826/5540 
                       STU-III 287-5540 
                Outside above normal duty hours: 
                Headquarters, Defense Mapping Agency 
                Crisis Management Team (CMT) Duty Officer Pager 
                      COMM:  (202) 928-2927 
                Chief, CMT Pager 
                      COMM:  (202) 928-2928 
                HQ DMA Guard Desk 
                      COMM:  (703) 285-9368 
                HQ DMA Guard Desk 
                      AUTOVON:  356-9368 
                      STU-III - Both the CMT Duty Officer and the 
                      Chief, CMT have immediate access to STU-III, 
                      which will be automatically used when 
                      responding to a pager alert. 
                Defense Mapping Agency Combat Support Center 
                COMM:  (202) 917-7808/7809 (Pager) 
 
        b.  Crisis requirements for nonstandard products. 
                During above normal duty hours: 
                Headquarters, Defense Mapping Agency 
                COMM:  (703) 285-9329/9525 
                       STU-III (703) 285-9356 ext 1111 or 1116 
                AUTOVON:  356-9329/9525 
                       STU-III 356-9356 ext 1111 or 1116 
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                Outside above normal duty hours: 
                Headquarters, Defense Mapping Agency 
                Crisis Management Team (CMT) Duty Officer Pager 
                      COMM: (202) 928-2927 
                Chief, CMT Pager 
                      COMM: (202) 928-2928 
                HQ DMA Guard Desk 
                      COMM: (703) 285-9368 
                HQ DMA Guard Desk 
                      AUTOVON: 356-9368 
 
    4.  If the request is made by telephone, a confirmation message 
        (using the appropriate security classification) is 
        required, with Commandant (G-NSR-3) as an information 
        addee.  Amplifying instructions are provided reference (a). 
 
G.  Classified Charts and Publications.  Requisitions for 
    classified charts and publications should be submitted to 
    DMACSC (PMSR), in accordance with reference (a).  Classified 
    charts and publications that become obsolete or worn beyond 
    use should be destroyed in accordance with applicable 
    directives. 
 
H.  Development or Revision of Nautical Charts and Publications. 
    Reference (c) should be consulted for guidance concerning the 
    development or revision of nautical charts and publications. 
 
I.  Foreign Charts.  Requirements for foreign charts should be 
    submitted to Commandant (G-NSR-3). 
 
J.  Command Address.  All allowance products are mailed to the 
    command address listed in the DMACSC AID file. 
 
K.  DMA Distribution Offices.  Commands having immediate 
    operational requirements may obtain DMA products on an 
    over-the-counter basis from DMA Distribution Offices. 
    Addresses and telephone numbers for these activities are 
    listed in reference (a). 
 
L.  DMA User Assistance Visit Program.  Personnel at DMA Branch 
    Offices (addresses listed in reference (a)) conduct ship and 
    shore activity visits upon request to provide assistance and 
    briefings on charting matters.  Requests for such visits 
    should be made to the local office by message, letter, or 
    telephone. 
 
M.  Consumable Products.  No allowances are required for 
    Chart/Publication Correction Record Cards, Chart Correction 
    Templates, Maneuvering Board Pads, plotting sheets, and other 
    miscellaneous forms.  Stock numbers for these products are 
    listed in reference (a) and may be requisitioned as needed. 
 
 
 
 
                                 1-4 



1.N. Annual Inventory.  Annually, DMACSC (PMSA) will provide 
    cutters with a printout of the Individual Unit Allowance 
    products.  Respond to this inventory by annotating any 
    changes to the inventory requirements and returning the 
    original to DMACSC (PMSA).  Requests for changes to the 
    Individual Unit Allowance should be annotated; however, 
    requests for changes to the Permanent Allowance should be 
    made in accordance with paragraph B.3.  Failure to reply to 
    the inventory will cause the Individual Unit Allowance 
    products to be removed from AID. 
 
O.  Chart Portfolio Description. 
 
    1.  Individual Item Identification.  Nautical charts are 
        grouped by region, subregion, or other major geographical 
        areas.  Specific charts are not included in the allowance 
        list.  The appropriate volume of the DMA Catalog of Maps, 
        Charts, and Related Products should be referred to for 
        complete listings of individual items. 
 
    2.  Standard Nautical Charts.  The letter 'A', 'B', or 'X' 
        immediately following the two-digit subregion figure in 
        each regional chart listing signifies the following: 
 
            A - The 'A' series of portfolios contain all 
                unclassified operating area, principal coastal, 
                harbor, and approach charts within the subregion. 
 
            B - The 'B' series of portfolios Supplement the 'A' 
                coverage with additional unclassified coastal, 
                harbor, and approach charts within the subregion. 
 
            X - An 'X' designates standard nautical charts Which 
                have not been assigned to either an 'A' or 'B' 
                portfolio. 
 
    3.  World and Miscellaneous Charts.  The letters 'A', 'P', 
        'B', and 'X' immediately following the two-digit 
        subregion figure in the regional chart listing signifies 
        the following: 
 
                A - Designates Atlantic Ocean 
 
                P - Designates Pacific Ocean 
 
                B - Designates other ocean regions or charts 
                    which cannot be categorized by a specific 
                    geographic region. 
 
                X - Designates charts not in a portfolio. 
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