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Section I: Introduction 

Thank you for requesting a Marine Event application package. This package 
contains information that will help ensure that your event will adhere to federal 
boating laws and safety guidelines in accordance with the Code of Federal 
Regulations. Enclosed in the package you will find an Application for Approval of 
Marine Event and an addendum for a fireworks display. Ensure that all forms are 
complete and accurate. The package also includes points of contacts for state 
and local agencies. 
If a regatta or marine event permit is required, the sponsor shall review his/her 
responsibilities as provided in this package. The sponsor must provide evidence 
of compliance with any applicable state laws. Permission must be granted from 
appropriate state and local authorities. The sponsor must contact the state 
Boating Law Administrator and the state agencies that are responsible for 
environmentally sensitive areas, critical habitats, and historical issues to 
ascertain what state requirements may apply to the event. 
Submitting a Marine Event Application may seem overwhelming, however, the 
use of this package should help reduce confusion making the submission 
process go much more smoothly. If you have any questions or are unsure of the 
content of this package, do not hesitate to contact USCG Group Buffalo Marine 
Events Coordinator at (716)843-9506. 

  
Section II: Do I Need to Submit an Application? 

Please answer the following questions in order to help determine if you are 
required to apply for a Coast Guard Marine Event Permit. 

1. Is your event being held on or near navigable waters?  

2. Will the event involve more than 50 participating vessels or more than 200-spectator 
vessels?  

3. Will the event take place in or near a designated environmentally sensitive area, a critical 
habitat containing threatened or endangered species or an area of historic, cultural, or 
archeological significance?  

4. Will the event involve participating vessels traveling at speeds of greater than 30 miles 
per hour?  



5. Will the event cause participating or spectator vessels to cross, block, or cause 
substantial interference with navigation on a body of water?  

6. Could the event present a substantial threat to the safety of human life on navigable 
waters?  

7. Are you requesting the use of Coast Guard resources or the issuance of a special local 
regulation?  

If you have answered "NO" to all of these questions, then a Coast Guard permit 
is not required. (However, check with state and local governments for their 
requirements). 
If you have answered "YES" to any of these questions, you will be required to 
submit an application to this office. Please proceed to the next section to find out 
about deadlines, time requirements, and submission procedures. 
 

Section III: How Do I Submit an Application 
Step 1: Fill out the Application for Approval of Marine Event (CG-4423), 
Enclosure 1 of this package. 
Step 2: If your event includes a fireworks display, then fi ll out the Fireworks 
Addendum to Application for a Marine Event, Enclosure 2 of this package. 
Step 3: According to Title 33, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Parts 100.17 
and 100.18, the following statements are required to be provided to the Coast 
Guard by the sponsor: 

• 33 CFR 100.17 (b)(7)  

o A statement of why the event does not present a substantial threat to the 
safety of human life on navigable waters.  

• 33 CFR 100.17 (b)(8)  

o The expected effect, if any, of the event on the following:  

1. A threatened or endangered species.  

2. A critical habitat or designated environmentally sensitive 
area.  

3. An area of historic, cultural, or archeological 
significance, including an area of significance to Native 
Americans.  

• 33 CFR 100.18 (a)(1)  

o A detailed plan of how the sponsor plans to conduct the event so as to 
minimize the risk to the safety of human life on navigable waters.  

• 33 CFR 100.18 (a)(2)  

o A statement that the event will be conducted in compliance with all 
requirements under:  

1. Clean Air Act (Title 42, United States Code (USC), 1857  

2. Clean Water Act (33 USC 1321)  



3. Noise Control Act (42 USC 4901)  

4. Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 USC 1361)  

5. Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 (16 USC 1361)  

6. Other applicable federal, state, and local laws, 
regulations, and ordinances.  

• 33 CFR 100.18 (a)(4)  

o The name of all federal, state, or local authorities contacted about the 
event, the date of each contact, whether any agency indicated that the 
event would have an adverse impact on any resource, any steps an 
agency recommended to mitigate the impact, and the sponsor’s plan to 
mitigate the impact.  

Step 4: Include any other pertinent information regarding your marine event. 
Attach a copy of a chart of the local area with detailed drawings showing the 
intended route or event location. Be specific and detailed in your description of 
the safety measures you will take during the event and include a schedule of 
activities. After we have issued you a permit, any changes to the schedule of 
activities should be reported to this office immediately. Failure to prove sufficient 
information or to dedicate sufficient safety resources to the event may result in 
return or disapproval of your application or revocation of your permit. 
Step 5: Ensure that the application reaches USCG Group Buffalo Marine Events 
Coordinator no later than 135 days prior to the event. This amount of time is 
needed to process and review the application. However, if a sponsor has a 
previously approved and recurring annual marine event on file with this office, 
then the application can be submitted 60 days prior to the start of the event. 
Step 6: Mail application to: 

Commanding Officer 
U.S. Coast Guard Marine 
Group Buffalo 
1 Fuhrmann Blvd.  
Buffalo, NY 14203 
Attention: Marine Events 
Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Enclosure (1).  
DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION 
U.S. COAST GUARD 
CG-4423 

APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF MARINE EVENT DATE SUBMITTED 

13. HAVE ANY OBJECTIONS BEEN RECEIVED FROM 
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES? 
__YES __NO (Explain) 

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Please complete on a typewriter or print in black ink (to 
permit reproduction). 
2. This application must reach the District Office at least 30 
days prior to the event. 
3. Attach a section of a chart or a scale drawing showing 
boundaries and/or courses and markers contemplated. 
4. Submit a copy of your entry requirements, and any 
special rules pertaining to equipment, rigs or procedures. 

14. VESSELS PROVIDED BY SPONSORING 
ORGANIZATION FOR SAFETY PURPOSES (number and 
description) 

1. NAME OF EVENT 2. DATE OF EVENT 
3. LOCATION 4. TIME (from, to)  

15. DOES THE SPONSORING ORGANIZATION DEEM 
THEIR PATROL ADEQUATE FOR SAFETY PURPOSES? 
__YES __NO (Explain) 

5. NAME AND ADDRESS OF SPONSORING 
ORGANIZATION (Include Zip Code)  

16. IS A COAST GUARD OR COAST GUARD AUXILIARY 
PATROL REQUESTED FOR CONTROL OF SPECTATOR 
AND/OR COMMERCIAL TRAFFIC? (If YES, how many 
vessels do you recommend and why?) ___YES ___NO 
 

6. NO. PARTICIPANTS 7. SIZES OF BOATS 17. PERSON IN CHARGE 18. WHERE WILL 
"PERSON IN CHARGE" 
BE DURING THE 
EVENT? 
 

19. HOW CAN "PERSON IN CHARGE BE CONTACTED 
DURING THE EVENT? 

8. TYPE OF BOATS 9. NO. SPECTATOR 
CRAFT 

20. PERSON TO BE CONTACTED FOR FURTHER 
DETAILS (Name, address, Zip code)  
 

AREA CODE AND TELEPHONE NO. 

The undersigned has full authorization to represent the 
sponsoring organization 

10. DESCRIPTION OF EVENT 

21. SIGNATURE 22. TITLE 
11. WILL THIS EVENT INTERFERE OR IMPEDE THE 
NATURAL FLOW OF TRAFFIC?  
___YES ___NO (Explain) 

23. ADDRESS (Include Zip code) 
 

AREA CODE AND TELEPHONE NO. 

12. WHAT EXTRA OR UNUSUAL HAZARD (to participants 
or non-participants) WILL BE INTRODUCED INTO THE 
REGATTA AREA? 

24. TO:  
Commanding Officer 
USCG Group Buffalo 
1 Furhmann Blvd. 
Buffalo, NY 14203 

 
 
 



 
Enclosure (2).  
Department of Transportation 
U.S. Coast Guard 
Buffalo, NY 

FIREWORKS ADDENDUM TO APPLICATION FOR A 
MARINE EVENT 

Instructions 
1. Submit this addendum with the Marine Event 
Application. 
2. Attach a section of a chart or photocopy of chart 
showing display site. 
3. Address questions concerning this application 
to Coast Guard Group Buffalo 

10. FIRE DEPARTMENT POINT OF CONTACT(NAME 
AND PHONE NUMBER) 

1. NAME OF EVENT 11. DESCRIBE PROVISIONS MADE WITH LOCALFIRE 
DEPARTMENT 
 

2. DATE AND TIME OF EVENT 

3. RAIN DATE (if any) 

12. LIST ALL PERMITS REQUIRED AND RECEIVED 
FROM LOCAL AND STATE AGENCIES 
 

4. NAME OF INVOLVED TUG(S) AND BARGE(S) 

5. LOCATION OF VESSEL WHEN LOADING FIREWORKS 

13. LICENSED FIREWORKS CONTRACTOR (NAME, 
ADDRESS, AND PHONE NUMBER) 
 
 

6. DATE AND TIME OF FIREWORKS LOADING 
 

7. TIME VESSEL(S) WILL TRANSIT TO LAUNCH SITE 

14. RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL FOR THE SPONSORING 
ORGANIZATION THAT CAN BE CONTACTED FOR 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

8. TIME THE LAUNCH VESSEL(S) WILL DEPART 
DISPLAY SITE 

15. NAME OF PERSON COMPLETING ADDENDUM 
 

16. SIGNATURE AND DATE 9. QUANTITIES AND SIZES OF THE SHELLS TO BE 
USED AND MAXIMUM ALITUDE DURING DISPLAY 

Mail to:  

Commanding Officer 
USCG Group Buffalo 
1 Furhmann Blvd. 
Buffalo, NY 14203 
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