Swimming in river channels: risky and prohibited

Hi Boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart.  Josh Cottingrim 13, clung to the side of the seawall in the Saint Joseph river channel near the harbor mouth; his arms felt like lead.  Seawall slime threatened his grip and the steel wall’s rugged edges cut at his feet and hands.  A swift current broke his grip.  With his hands and legs, he straddled another vertical facing, exhausting what energy his 90-pound body could muster.  He was about to slip under when Chief Ahlin of Saint Joseph’s motor life boat station yanked him aboard the rescue boat.  

Cottingrim later told me he had no idea that the current was that strong or the water so cold.  I asked him if he would do it again.  “I was stupid, I would never do it again, next time I won’t take short cuts” he said.   Wise advice; also be advised that swimming in navigable river channels is prohibited by law, you might get struck by a boat.  Senior Chief Tom Rau with nothing further, out. 
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