SO CLOSE YET SO FAR 

Hi Boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart. Between Leland Harbor and Michigan City there are 18 ports of call.  Many are so close yet so far when seas run high.  I know.  Many times I would steam 16 miles down to Grand Haven from Muskegon in the morning in calm seas only to return several hours later in rough conditions. But, I always read the weather and knew what to expect.  Too often boaters will set out from one nearby port to another in calm conditions only to be bushwhacked on their return by unexpected nasty weather.  Boaters often tell rescuers- “but the weather was so nice when we departed”. My advise- read weather forecast and expect to stay over or make arrangements for land transportation home. If you don’t make these arrangements, Lake Michigan just might make it’s own arrangements for you.  Senior Chief Tom Rau with nothing further, out.  
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