RED FLARES IN THE NIGHT

Hi boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart.   Red flares in the night over Lake Michigan waters will definitely light up the rescue response system. The Coast Guard encourages boaters to use flares when they need to, however, if you no longer require assistance after firing off a flare, please notify the Coast Guard so search boats and aircraft can stand down.  Make sure flares have current dates and crews are familiar with their use. Don’t fire off all your flares at once.  Save one to attract the rescue boat when it’s near your location.   If you see a flare from shore, don’t run off and report the flare.  If possible, direct some one else to report it while you watch for additional flares.   Lake Michigan is a huge body of water.  The more details you provide authorities the smaller you make the lake for search crews and thus greater the chances for a successful rescue.  Senior Chief Tom Rau with nothing further, out.
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