Never turn you back on Lake Michigan 

Hi Boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart.    Never turn your back on Lake Michigan. Between 1995 and 2001 in Coast Guard related cases, nearly eleven hundred people died or almost died on Lake Michigan and its adjoining lakes.  Considering Lake Michigan’s boating season last about four months that equates to about 40 people a month.  And those figures don’t include lives saved by individuals or other rescue agencies not reported to the Coast Guard.  Even more alarming is many of these accidents occurred during calm weather and worse yet could have easily been avoided.  This old senior chief is absolutely convinced that when you let your guard down around water that’s when you should be foremost on guard.  I can’t stress it enough; never turn your back on Lake Michigan waters. But if you do make sure you wear a life jacket.   Senior Chief Tom Rau, with nothing further, out….
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