Murky Water an Often Over looked Danger

Hi Boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart.  A deadly and often over looked danger is murky water.  Many Lake Michigan bays, river channels, connecting lakes and harbors hold murky water, which can swallow someone without a trace.  I once responded to a drowning at a Lake Michigan marina.  Within three minutes our rescue boat was on scene.  Minute later local fire department divers hit the water.  A sense of dread and hopelessness filled me knowing the victim was so close yet so far. My depth finder read ten feet, it might just as well have read 100 feet.  Minutes later the divers found the victim. His teenage friends tried to save him but murky water had sealed his fate.  Even the most rapid response can be futile in murky waters. Stay on top of it, and wear a life jacket.  Senior Chief Rau, with nothing further, out…..   
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