MAKE READY THE ANCHOR

Hi Boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart.  Aspiring Coast Guard crewmen and coxswains are often asked what they would do in the event the boat broke down near shore.  Most respond they would immediately call their station and provide their location and report the causality.  They would then make ready the anchor.  Right answers! What would you do?  Too often boaters wait unit it’s too late or they find their anchor in disarray when they need it most.  Drifting rapidly towards shore while fumbling with an anchoring system invites disaster.  Some fail to attach the anchor line to the boat, others throw over a wad of tangled rode, those that enter the surf zone find conditions so rough and dangerous they give up and seek the shelter of a cabin or stern.  Bottom line, before you make ready the anchor, make sure you and the anchor are ready, and not just you, but also your crew.  Senior Chief Tom Rau with nothing further, out    
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