Keep you eye on the target

Hi Boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart. What may appear as an offshore distress one moment may not the next.  That’s why folks on shore reporting off shore sightings should keep an eye on the target.   Last year, I responded to a reported capsized sailboat off South Haven’s north pier head.  I reached a high vantage point on shore just in time to watch the catamaran re-right itself and fly away.  Within five minutes, the sailboat had zoomed a mile or so north where the operator beached it on shore.  That’s how quickly targets can change on the water.   Granted it’s not always possible to maintain eye contact especially if pressed to call authorities.  If possible, have someone else call while you maintain vigilance.  The more details you provide authorities could make the difference between a successful rescue or a needless search.  Remember- keep your eye on the target.   Senior Chief Tom Rau with nothing further, out
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