HOAX CALLS MAY TURN DEADLY

Hi Boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart.  The hoax call that may have turned deadly.  The Coast Guard boat crew in thick fog spotted a man and boy clinging to a small tire approximately 3 miles off shore.  The crew hauled the victims from the 39-degree water onto the rescue boat both were in advance hypothermia.  “I thought we were going to die,” said 12-year old Charlie Lawrence.  My fingers were so cold it was hard hanging onto the tire. I was just about to go under.” Charlie’s father’s single engine aircraft had crashed into Lake Michigan in thick fog near Muskegon. From the time they went down, they were rescued within 18 minutes. Five minutes later and they would’ve drowned before rescues reached them.  When the Coast Guard crew returned to Grand Haven they were immediately drawn out into the fog on a hoax call.  “If they were out on that hoax call an hour earlier, my father and I would be dead,” said Charlie. Senior Chief Tom Rau with nothing further, out…
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