FLOAT PLANS, A MUST

Hi Boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart.  Keeping loved ones informed as to your whereabouts on the water can spare them a great deal of stress and it could even save your life.  Family members or friends should know the boat’s description, its name and whether it carries a marine radio.  Many overdue cases stem from poor communications: a boater fails to inform loved ones of changed plans such as unforeseen mechanical problems, prolonged fishing plans, weather delays and so on. Should delays develop notify loved ones as soon as possible.  If you can’t reach them, notify the Coast Guard.  Lake Michigan is an immense body of water with myriad bays, outlets, connecting lakes and rivers that hold hundreds of marinas and boat launches.  Knowing where to search will greatly reduce search time- time that could make the difference between a successful rescue and a loss of a loved one.  Senior Chief Tom Rau with nothing further, out……
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