FALLING OVERBOARD

Hi Boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart.  According to the latest Coast Guard Statistics on recreational boating fatalities, boat “Capsizing” and “Falls Overboard” accounted for 423 fatalities, more than half of all boating fatalities.  Eight out of 10 of these victims drowned.  The majority of the boats involved were less than 26-feet in length.  What a nightmare, being alone and falling over aboard without a life jacket and the boat drifts away.  Wearing a life jacket and having a small tether line attached to you and the boat will greatly enhance your survival chances.  The tether line can be as small as three-eights inch nylon line.  The tether line will allow you to pull yourself back to the boat or the boat to you.  That and a life jacket will help prevent over exertion and also prevent the loss of precious body heat.  Remember; never turn your back on Lake Michigan.  Senior Chief Tom Rau with nothing further, out. 
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