Marine Radio Channel 09

Hello Boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart.  The marine radio is the primary link between boaters and search and rescue responders.  Channel 16, the International Distress and Hailing frequency is that key link which until recently was at great risk of breaking due to heavy recreational boater radio traffic.  In 1999, Commander Roger Dubuc, Group Grand launched a campaign to switch boaters to Channel 9 as their hailing frequency on Lake Michigan. Most boaters responded to the Commander’s Channel 16 MAYDAY. Thanks to their support Channel 16 integrity has been restored. Those using Channel 9 should keep in mind:  the Coast Guard and commercial vessels do not monitor Channel 9.  Boaters should use Channel 16 to contact them.  The Coast Guard will broadcast marine advisories and safety information over both Channel 9 and 16. This is Senior Chief Tom Rau with Coast Guard Group Grand Haven, out.  
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