REQUESTING COAST GUARD ASSISTANCE


Hi boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart.  The Coast Guard encourages boaters to call the Coast for assistance.  VHF-FM Channel 16 is the primary method used to reach the Coast Guard.  When Coast Guard personnel receive an assistance request they immediately determine whether it’s an emergency or non-emergency. In either event, it’s important to provide the following: your position, reason you’re calling, and number of people aboard. Of utmost importance is your position.  Should the Coast Guard determine that you are in immediate danger they will launch rescue units.  However, if it is a non-emergency, federal law mandates the Coast Guard first request assistance over the marine radio from fellow boaters, commonly know as Good Samaritans or SAMS, marinas, or commercial interest.  If non Coast Guard assistance is provided, the Coast Guard will monitor the event until the boat is safely moored.  Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven, out!
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