Boating under the influence

Hi Boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart.  Over the last ten years Coast Guard personnel across the Great Lakes cited nearly 1,200 hundred boaters for Boating While Intoxicated.  Should a Coast Guard boarding officer observe a boater operating while Intoxicated, the officer will direct the operator to take a series of physical coordination and verbal sobriety tests followed by a breathalyzer test.  Should the operator fail the tests the boat will be towed to a Coast Guard unit and secured.  The operator will either be detained or delivered over to local law enforcement officials. If local officials are unable to respond, the Coast Guard will make pickup arrangements with a family member or friend.  No only is this an embarrassing time-consuming process, it’s a costly one at that.  Fines range from $500- $1000 and if not paid the IRS can take action to collect. Boat sober.  Senior Chief Rau with nothing further, out  
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