Basic boater “Rules of the Road Benefit All

Hi Boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart.  If boaters follow the basic navigation rules everyone will benefit.  When transiting a waterway keep to the right of the channel.  When coming in from Lake Michigan or approaching a marina keep the red buoys or at night the red lights to your starboard or right side. Remember- Red Right Returning.  Respect no wake zones.  Recreational fishermen trolling do not have the right of way since they are not restricted in their ability to maneuver.  Sailboats operating under power and sail do not have the right of way over power boats.  A boat overtaking another is always the burden vessel.  Boats must display navigation lights from sunset to sunrise including fishermen in lakes and river channels.  Jet skies must operate at a safe distance from other boats, swim areas, shorelines and wetlands.  Following these basic rules will assure safe boating.  Senior Chief Tom Rau nothing further, out.  
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