Ashore fatalities concern officials

Hi Boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart.  A rise in near shore fatalities concerns emergency response officials.  In 2000, four youths drowned off piers and breakwaters between Michigan City and Frankfort.  During the 2001 nearly half of the fatalities on the Great Lakes happened on or near shore. 

Law suits have forced many lake front communities to shut down life guard operations.  And shallow water and surf conditions often prevent rescues from seaward.  Beach goers should pay heed to posted beach warnings.  Lake Michigan’s rapid wave action can knock and keep you down inducing fatigue and panic.  Turbulent water near breakwaters and piers can overcome the best swimmer. Sand bars weave irregular patterns that find swimmers one minute in shallow water the next deep. Never turn your back on youngsters, keep a life ring with attached line nearby.  Senior Chief Rau with nothing further, out…….     

161 words
