Adrift and uncounted for

Hi Boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart. Each season finds Coast Guard crews and other rescue agencies tracking down the owners of small watercraft adrift on Lake Michigan waters.  An unmanned watercraft adrift can lead to a full-blown search. Authorities must assume someone was aboard until they can track down the owner or operator.   Many of these small watercrafts are blown off shore, fall off or separate from larger boats, or are stolen then abandoned.  Whatever the reason, the owners of these small craft can do themselves and rescue agencies a huge service by securing I.D. plates on the vessels, especially with an address and phone number.  If you discover that a small water craft is missing we urge you to call the Coast Guard.  When it comes to search and rescue its never a case of too much information but more often too little, or too late.   Senior Chief Tom Rau with nothing further, out. 
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