NIGHT ILLUMINATION DEVICES

Hi Boaters and water enthusiasts, this is Senior Chief Tom Rau of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven with Boat Smart.  Ike Stephenson, a veteran Lake Michigan sailboat captain, has a standing order when underway at night.  Crews must wear a life jacket with a night illumination device.  Ike knows firsts hand the importance of wearing night illumination devices. Several years ago during the Lake Michigan Chicago to Mackinac sail boat race, his crew spotted a man in the water late at night.  They pulled him aboard only to discover there was another overboard sailor.  They miraculously found him too.  Both had been knocked overboard during a squall, neither were wearing life jackets.  Ironically their sailboat was called “Nitemare”. Avoid your own nightmare by following Ike’s standing order- at night always wear a strobe light, reflector tape and a whistle on your life jacket.  It could save your life, Senior Chief Tom Rau with nothing further, out.  
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