Marine Sheriff Boating Safety Courses

Michigan & Indiana

Who should take this course?

1. People who need a boating safety certificate.

a. A boating safety certificate is required for persons 12-15 years of age to operate a motorboat.

b. A boating safety certificate is required to operate a PWC if the operator was born after December 31, 1978.  The new minimum age for PWC operators who obtain a boating safety certificate after January 1, 1999 is 14 years of age.    

2. People of all ages that are interested in safe boating.

3.
What is covered?

a. Safe operation of personal watercraft

b. Age requirements for operators of different types of watercraft

c. Equipment and registration requirements for different yes of watercraft

d. Personal floatation devices: types and uses

e. The rules of the road for boaters.

3. How long is the class?

a. The class takes about six hours depending of class size.

4. How much does it cost?

a. There is no charge for the class or the certificate

Listed below are locations and contact numbers for Sheriff Department Classes.  Contact location Sheriff Marine Deputy for other boating courses they might offer.  

	County
	Web Site
	Phone Number
	Sheriff Marine Deputy

	Leelanau, Mi
	www.leelanaucounty.com
	231-256-9829
	Bruce Garland, Ext 637

	Benzie, Mi
	None
	231-882-4484
	Stormie Sutter

	Manistee, Mi
	None
	231-723-8393
	Ken Hilliard

	Mason, Mi
	None
	231-843-3475
	Jason VanAndel

	Oceana, Mi
	None
	231-873-2121
	David Waller

	Muskegon, Mi
	www.dispatch.co.muskegon.mi.us/sheriff/marine.htm
	231-724-6691
	Gary Berdinski

	Ottawa, Mi
	None
	616-738-4000
	Kevin Allman, Ext 4189

	Allegan, Mi
	allegancounty.org
	616-673-0550
	Karen Beit

	Van Buren, Mi
	None
	616-657-7711
	Chris Richardson, Ext 215

	Berrien, Mi
	None
	616-983-7111
	Lt. Ed Sherrick, Ext 7204

	La Porte, In
	None
	219-326-7700
	Ronald  Tulacz


