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	Between 1995 and 1999, the Coast Guard saved 488 lives on Lake Michigan, Unfortunately 110 people died during that same time period. Many of the people who died might possibly be here today if they had been better prepared and more knowledgeable of boating safety. The Coast Guard wants to drive down these numbers and prevent any avoidable injuries or death in 2001. Here are some suggestions that will help us achieve that goal, and that will help you- the boater- enjoy a safe boating season.


	REQUESTING COAST 
GUARD ASSISTANCE
THE COAST GUARD encourages boaters to call the Coast Guard for assistance. VHF-FM Channel 16 is the primary method used to reach the Coast Guard. When Coast Guard personnel receive an assistance request they immediately determine whether it's an emergency or non-emergency. In either event, it's important to provide the following: your position, reason you're calling, and number of people you have aboard. Of utmost importance is your position. Should the Coast Guard determine you're in immediate danger they will launch rescue units to your location. However, if it's non-emergency, federal law mandates the Coast Guard to first request assistance over marine radio from fellow boaters (Good Samaritan), marinas, or commercial interest. This broadcast is called a Marine Assistance Request Broadcast (MARB).
MARINE ASSISTANCE REQUEST BROADCAST (MARB)
DURING YOUR INITIAL contact the Coast Guard will determine your situation. If they determin e it's a non-emergency they must first broadcast a MARB and than wait for a response. If no one responds-normally within 10 minutes a Coast Guard unit will assist. If another vessel, local marina, or commercial towing service, provides assistance the Coast Guard will monitor the event until the disabled boat is safely moored. 
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	COMMERCIAL TOWS
THE COAST GUARD'S primary search and rescue role is assisting boaters in distress. If you are not in distress and alternate sources of assistance are available, we will assist you in your efforts to get help. If you desire commercial towing, the Coast Guard will advise you of nearby services.
              Commercial towing services must carry a Coast Guard license if they charge for towing services. Also, it's important that the provider is properly insured to protect you and your vessel. Some commercial towing services offer towing insurance like that offered by automobile clubs.
              No doubt, one of the best and least expensive insurance plans is a "squared away" boat.. So why not allow the experts the opportunity to help make your boat safe? The Coast Guard Auxiliary offers Vessel Safety Checks (VSC's) to the boating public at no cost.
VESSEL SAFETY CHECK (VSC)
THE COAST GUARD AUXILIARY represents a dedicated group of volunteers who educate nearly 550,000 people in boating and safety courses and conduct annually over 225,000 Vessel Safety Checks.
               An auxiliary inspector follows federal safety requirements for both the recreational boat and its equipment. What's more, they pass along helpful tips gathered from years of inspecting recreational boats. Boater's 
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	who successfully pass the VSC carry the Coast Guard Auxiliary decal with pride. To arrange for a VSC call your local Coast Guard Station- see elephone numbers, page 3. 
        Note, Vessel Safety Checks do not carry enforcement penalties as do vessel examinations conducted by Coast Guard Boarding Officers, nor do they report to the Coast Guard discrepancies uncovered during an examination.
COAST GUARD BOARDINGS
AS WITH VESSEL SAFETY CHECKS, Coast Guard boarding strive to enhance safety afloat, not seek punitive fines. The Coast Guard firmly believes the most prudent approach to Search and Rescue is prevention.
              During the 2001 boating season Coast Guard Group Grand Haven personnel will continue their vigorous boarding campaign. Last season, they conducted 1,951 boardings. Boarding officers reported that most Western Michigan recreational boaters met federal safety and equipment requirements. Congratulations.
              Boarding officers, however, did note many minor violations, in particular lack of registration. Most boats carried a current registration sticker on the boat hull but failed to carry the accompanying registration. Just as automobiles the original registration must be aboard. Not having it aboard could prolong the boarding.
               To assure a swift and violation free boarding be sure to get an updated pamphlet- "Federal requirements and



	Safety Tips for the Recreational Boats" This easy to read handout, which addresses federal laws and equipment requirements for recreational vessels, may be found at your local Coast Guard station, or call the following number to have one mailed to you 800-368-5647. It's a sure ticket to safe boating.
VHF-FM CHANNEL 09, NOW LAKE MICHIGAN HAILING FREQUENCY 
THANKS TO NUMEROUS boaters using Channel 09 as their hailing frequency, Channel 16 has resumed its primary role as an emergency and distress frequency. For Channel 16 to remain an open distress frequency, recreational boaters should continue to follow these guidelines. Receational boaters operating on Lake Michigan and it's connecting tributaries and lakes, should use Channel 09 to hail and receive calls from fellow receational boaters.
         Note, however, the Coast Guard will not monitor Channel 09. Channel 16 will remain the primary distress and safety frequency.
         Commercial vessels, freighters, and pilot boats should continue to use Channel 16 as a hailing frequency. Receational vessels wishing to hail these commercial vessels should use Channel 16.
         The Coast Guard realizes that not everyone got the word on Channel 09 so this year we will continue our public awareness message. You can certainly help us, by spreading the word.
HOAX CALLS
BESIDES YOUR COOPERATION in using Channel 09 as a Hailing frequency, the Coast Guard urges you to help them end hoax calls. Last boating season, Coast Guard Stations on Lake Michigan responded to 147 hoax calls at a cost in excess of $100,000. These calls tied up scant CG resources that may have been needed elsewhere. Sadly, adolescents make many of the hoax calls.
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	Guess who pays the bill for Coast Guard resources, heavy fines and possible prison time? Not the kids. Broadcasting a false distress call is a felony; it can draw a fine up to $250,000 and six years in prison. 
UNNECESSARY OVERDUE REPORTS
NEARLY 95 PERCENT of all overdue vessels reports made to Coast Guard Group Grand Haven's Rescue Coordination Center are totally unnecessary. Most stem from poor communications: a boater fails to inform loved ones of changed plans such as an unexpected stay over, unforeseen mechanical problems, prolonged fishing plans, and so on. Often this failure to keep loved ones informed finds Coast Guard personnel spending a great deal of time and effort tracking down unfounded concerns..
            In some instances the entire network of Grand Haven resources from Traverse City to Michigan City find themselves engaged in the hunt. Boaters should inform family or friends of their boating plans ("float plan"). This does not mean a casual "we're going boating" notice, but the why, where, and when the boating will take place, and the boat's description
Radio Channels for 
Recreational Boaters
09, hailing channel for recreational 
boats, and working frequencies:
68,69,71,72,78,79,80
Messages must be about the needs
of vessels. Typical uses include
fishing reports, rendezvous,
scheduling repairs and berthing 
information.
Official Channels
Distress & Safety     Channel 16
CG Liaison and
weather advisories    Channel 22
Lock & Bridges        Channel 13
Weather Channels
Weather Channels     01 & 02
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	and name. If plans change, always update your contacts so in the event an emergency develops searchers will have an idea as to your whereabouts. As stressful as it might be on the search and rescue system in locating you, consider the stress it places on family and friends.
ALCOHOL AND BOATING, A COSTLY MIX
OVER THE LAST two seasons, Group Grand Haven personnel cited 34 boaters for "Boating Under the Influence (BUI)". Fines range from $500 - $1000. This season the Coast Guard will again be aggressively involved in removing impaired boat operators off the water. And for good reason: Alcohol involvement in reported accidents accounted for 27 percent of all boating fatalities; boat operators with a blood alcohol concentration above .10 percent are estimated to be more that 10 times as likely to be killed in a boating accident than boat operators with zero blood alcohol concentration.
LOW WATER/GROUNDINGS UNLESS IT THREATENS
UNLESS IT THREATENS life limb, the Coast Guard will not normally assist boaters that run aground. They will, however, assist in arrangement for commercial or other assistance. To avoid groundings, boaters should stay within marked navigational channels. Also, boaters entering unfamiliar waters, especially marinas, should call ahead for safe water advisories. According to the Army Corps of Engineers the continue threat of low water levels will exist on Lake Michigan during the 2001 baoting season.
NEW COAST GUARD WEB SITE
ONE STOP SHOPPING, Group Grand Haven's web site offers a hoist of boating information that adresses often asked questions. Weather, boating, classes, captain licenses, upcomingmarine events and much more can be found at the information rich site. See page three for menu selections.
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	Coast Guard
Station
Telephone
Number
Weather
Number
St. Ignace

906-643-6402
989-732-6242
Charleviox
231-547-2565
517-732-6242
Traverse (Air)
231-922-8212
517-732-6242
Frankfort
231-352-4242
517-732-6242
Manistee
231-723-7412
231-843-1122  1023
Ludington
231-843-2447
231-843-1122  1023
Muskegon
231-759-8582
616-844-1999  1032
Grand Haven
616-850-2501
616-844-1999  1032
Holland
616-399-9330
616-844-1999  1032
St. Joseph
616-983-1371
888-217-4087
Michigan City
219-879-8371
815-834-1435
Calument
219-768-4093
815-834-1435
Wilmette
847-251-0185
815-834-1435
Kenosha
262-657-4620
414-744-8000
Milwaukee
414-747-7180
414-744-8000
Sheboygan
920-452-0346
414-744-8000
Two Rivers
920-793-1304
920-494-2363
Green Bay
920-468-6874
920-494-2363
Sturgeon Bay
920-743-3366
920-494-2363
Washington Island
920-847-2554
920-494-2363



	Coast Guard Grand Haven Web Site
Lake Michigan Navigation & Weather
· Aids to Navigation
· Weather & Water Temperatures
· NOAA radar weather images
· NOAA wave data
· Army Corps of Engineer Water Level
· Navigational Charts (order)
· Coast Pilot
Boating Safety
· CG Auxiliary Boating Safety Classes
· US Power Squadron Boating Safety Classes
· Marine Sheriff Boating Safety Classes
	· DNR Boating Safety Classes
· Home Boating Safety Courses
· CG Auxiliary Vessel Safety Checks (VSC)
General
· Coast Guard 2001 Lake Michigan Newsletter
· Coast Guard Recruiter
· DNR Hunting and Fishing Licenses
· Major Marine Events Lake Michigan 2001
· Lake Michigan Municipal Marinas
· District Nine Captain License/Documentation
· Coast Guard Captain License/Documentation
· Commercial Shipboard Employment
· Michigan Vessel Registration
· Boat Smart Column / Senior Chief Rau



 
