	[image: image1]
	U.S. Coast Guard
Group Grand Haven
Year 2000 News Letter


	Coast Guard Group Grand Haven, MI
	2000


	 


	Following are key issues the Coast Guard wants Western Michigan boaters to know regarding the 2000 boating season. This useful information is based on 951 search and rescue cases. 1,844 recreational vessel boardings, 28 lives saved, and 9 lost during the 1999 boating season in Coast Guard Group Grand Haven's Area of Responsibility (AOR) spans nearly all of Lake Michigan's eastern shore from the North Manithou Island to Michigan City, Indiana. Now, lets review some issues that are sure to affect boaters and make for a safe and prosperous 2000 boating season. 


	REQUESTING COAST
GUARD ASSISTANCE

THE COAST GUARD encourages boaters to call the Coast Guard for assistance. VHF-FM Channel 16 is the primary method used to reach the Coast Guard. When Coast Guard personnel receive an assistance request they immediately determine whether it's an emergency or non-emergency. In either event, it's important to provide the following: your location, reason you're calling, and number of people you have aboard. Of utmost importance is your location. Should the Coast Guard determine you're in immediate danger they will launch rescue units to your location. However, if it's non-emergency, federal law requires the Coast Guard to first request assistance over marine radio from fellow boaters (Good Samaritan), marinas, or commercial interest. This broadcast is called a Marine Assistance Request Broadcast (MARB).
MARINE ASSISTANCE REQUEST BROADCAST (MARB)
DURING YOUR INITIAL contact the Coast Guard will determine your situation. If they determin e it's a non-emergency they must first broadcast a MARB and than wait for a response. If no one responds-normally within 10 minutes a Coast Guard unit will assist. If another vessel, local marina, or commercial towing service, provides assistance the Coast Guard will monitor the event until the disabled boat is safely moored. 
	COMMERCIAL TOWS
THE COAST GUARD'S primary search and rescue role is assisting boaters in distress. If you are not in distress and alternate sources of assistance are available, we will assist you in your efforts to get help. If you desire commercial towing, the Coast Guard will advise you of nearby services.
              Commercial towing services must carry a Coast Guard license. Also, it's important that the provider is properly insured to protect you and your vessel. Some commercial towing services offer towing insurance like that offered by automobile clubs.
              No doubt, one of the best and least expensive insurance plans is to maintain a safe boat. So why not allow the experts the opportunity to help make your boat safe? The Coast Guard Auxiliary offers Vessel Safety Checks (VSC's) to the boating public at no cost.
VESSEL SAFETY CHECK (VSC)
THE COAST GUARD AUXILIARY represents a dedicated group of volunteers who educate nearly 550,000 people in boating and safety courses and conduct over 225,000 Vessel Safety Checks annually.
               An auxiliary inspector follows federal safety requirements for both the recreational boat and its equipment. What's more, they pass along helpful tips gathered from years of inspecting recreational boats. Boater's who successfully pass the VSC carry the Coast Guard Auxiliary decal with pride. To arrange for a VSC call your local Coast Guard Station- 
	Note, Vessel Safety Checks do not carry enforcement penalties as do vessel examinations conducted by Coast Guard Boarding Officers, nor do they report to the Coast Guard discrepancies uncovered during an examination.
COAST GUARD BOARDINGS
AS WITH VESSEL SAFETY CHECKS, Coast Guard boarding strive to enhance safety afloat, not seek punitive fines. The Coast Guard firmly believes the most prudent approach to Search and Rescue is prevention.
              During the 2000 boating season Coast Guard Group Grand Haven personnel will carry forward last season's vigorous boarding campaign. Last season, they conducted 1,844 boardings. Boarding officers reported that most Western Michigan recreational boaters met federal safety and equipment requirements.
              Boarding officers, however, did note many minor violations, in particular lack of registration. Most boats carried a current registration sticker on the boat hull but failed to carry the accompanying registration. Just as automobiles the original registration must be aboard. Carrying it aboard certainly saves time since the boarding officer needn't call in to confirm ownership. On a busy day this can prove time costly.
               To assure a swift and violation free boarding get the much acclaimed pamphlet- "Federal Requirements and Safety Tips for the Recreational Boats" This easy to read handout, which addresses federal laws and equipment requirements for recreational vessels, may be found at your local Coast Guard station, or call the following number to have one mailed to you 800-368-5647. It's a sure ticket to safe boating.
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	VHF-FM CHANNEL 16 ABUSE
GUARD ASSISTANCE

DURING THE 1999 BOATING SEASON, Group Grand Haven officials were gravely concerned that the overuse and misuse of Channel 16 seriously threatened their ability to respond to emergency radio traffic. To reduce Channel 16 traffic, we urged recreational boaters to use Channel 09 as their primary hailing frequency on Lake Michigan. Boaters answered the call. 
             Thanks to their cooperation, Channel 16 has resumed its primary role as an emergency and distress channel. Grand Haven officials urge recreational boaters this season to continue using Channel 09 as their calling frequency on Lake Michigan.
VHF-FM CHANNEL 09, NOW LAKE MICHIGAN HAILING FREQUENCY 
FOR CHANNEL 16 to remain an open distress frequency, recreational boaters should follow these guidelines. Recreational boaters operating on Lake Michigan and its connecting tributaries and lakes, should use Channel 09 to hail and receive calls from fellow recreational boaters.
             Although Coast Guard Group Grand Haven will not monitor Channel 09, it will still broadcast emergency distress and marine information broadcast over both Channel 09 and Channel 16. Channel 16's primary function, however, will be to carry distress traffic, only.
              Commercial vessels, freighters and pilot boats should continue to use Channel 16 as a hailing frequency. Recreational vessels wishing to hail these commercial vessels should use Channel 16.
              The Coast Guard realizes that not everyone got the word on Channel 09 so this year we will continue our public awareness message. You can certainly help us, by spreading the word.
[image: image2]
	HOAX CALLS
BESIDES YOUR COOPERATION in using Channel 09 as a Hailing frequency, we urge you to help us end hoax calls. Last boating season, Group Grand Haven responded to 32 hoax calls at a cost in excess of $37,000. These calls tied up scant CG resources that may have been needed elsewhere. Sadly, adolescents make many of the hoax calls. Guess who pays the bill for Coast Guard resources, heavy fines and possible prison time? Not the kids. Broadcasting a false distress call is a felony; it can draw a fine up to $250,000 and six years in prison. Educating youngsters on the proper use of the marine radio, and keeping the radio out of reach of those too young to understand its meaning, can help prevent hoax calls.
NEEDLESS OVERDUE REPORTS
NEARLY 95 PERCENT of all overdue vessels reports made to Coast Guard Group Grand Haven's Rescue Coordination Center are totally unfounded. Most stem from poor communications: a boater fails to inform loved ones of changed plans such as an unexpected stay over, unforeseen mechanical problems, prolonged fishing plans, and so on. Often this failure to keep loved ones informed finds Coast
(next column)
Radio Channels for 
Recreational Boaters
09, hailing channel for recreational 
boats, and working frequencies:
68,69,71,72,78,79,80
Messages must be about the needs
of vessels. Typical uses include
fishing reports, rendezvous,
scheduling repairs and berthing 
information.
Official Channels
Distress & Safety     Channel 16
CG Liaison and
weather advisories    Channel 22
Lock & Bridges        Channel 13
Weather Channels
Weather Channels     01 & 02

	Guard personnel spending a great deal of time and effort tracking down boaters who simply failed to make a timely call.
            Some times the entire network of Grand Haven resources from Traverse City to Michigan City find themselves engaged in the hunt. Boaters should inform family or friends of their boating plans ("float plan"). Not with just a passing "we're going boating" but the why, where, and when the boating will take place, and the boat's description and name. If plans change, please, keep people informed so in the event an emergency develops searchers will have a clue as to your whereabouts. As stressful as it might be on the search and rescue system in locating you, consider the stress it places on family and friends.
ALCOHOL AND BOATING, A COSTLY MIX
LAST SEASON, Group Grand Haven personnel cited 22 boaters for "Boating Under the Influence (BUI)". Fines range from $500 - $1000. This season the Coast Guard will be aggressively involved in removing impaired boat operators off the water. And for good reason: Alcohol involvement in reported accidents accounted for 27 percent of all boating fatalities; boat operators with a blood alcohol concentration above .10 percent are estimated to be more that 10 times as likely to be killed in a boating accident than boat operators with zero blood alcohol concentration. 
Life Jackets save lives
· Coast Guard casualty data for
1998 showed 815 recreational
boating fatalities.
· 574 boaters drowned in 1998
· Life jackets could of saved the
lives of approximately 509
boaters who drowned in 1998
· Approximately eight out of ev-
ery 10 victims in fatal boating
accidents were not wearing 
life jackets.
· Eighty-five (85) percent of 
fatalities occurred on boats less
than 26 feet in length.
Seventy-two (72) percent of 
those victims drowned.
· Over 10 years nearly 7,000
boaters died because they
failed to wear life jackets.
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	LOW WATER/GROUNDINGS
UNLESS IT THREATENS life or limb, the Coast Guard will not normally assist boaters that run aground. They will, however, assist in arrangements for commercial or other assistance. To avoid groundings, boaters should stay within marked navigational channel. According to the Corps of Engineers there is a threat of levels approaching record lows for Lake Michigan.
ENORMOUS RESPONSIBILITY LIMITED RESOURCES
COAST GUARD GROUP GRAND HAVEN bears an enormous maritime responsibility with limited resources. Last year at Station Manistee, Muskegon and Holland, two person crews maintained twenty- four hour ready boats. Less than 120 Coast Guard people staff eight search and rescue stations and one Aids to Navigation facility around the clock.
         These facilities, which include 19 boats, fall under the command of Coast Guard Group Grand Haven which ensures maritime safety along Michigan’s entire west coast from North Manitou Island to Gary Harbor, Indiana and half way across the Lake. During 1999 Group Grand Haven conducted 951 search and rescue cases, boarded 1,844 vessels, provided safety patrols for 58 marine events, and maintained 110 aids to navigation. Critical support from Coast Guard reservists, auxiliarists, and local rescue agencies helped Group Grand Haven meet these challenges. Needless to say, we absolutely need public support more than ever. Boaters can certainly help out by boating smart. 
	United States Coast Guard
Group Grand Haven's
Station Telephone & Weather (WX)
Numbers 
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	Fisherman proclaims renewed faith in life jackets after near drowning


	 


	By Chief Tom Rau, Coast Guard Group Grand Haven
August 20, 1998 , Muskegon Lake.
The telephone caller reported a person in the water at the east end of Muskegon Lake near the entrance to the Conservation Club Marina. Coast Guard Group Grand Haven ordered Muskegon Coast Guard to launch and within minutes our 21-foot ridged hull inflatable arrived at the reported location.
            The bottom of a boat greeted us. At first, I felt dread then elation as we cruised up to a nearby boat and found the capsized boat’s single male occupant alive, wet, but well. 
             So, what happened? First off what didn’t happen. The man, 63, did not drown. Why? Because he had the good sense to a wear a life jacket. Some 35 minutes after his boat sank a person on shore saw him floundering and called the Coast Guard. Moments later a nearby boater plucked him from the water. Luckily? Perhaps. Wise?
You bet — at least regarding the life jacket. Ironically, he had made a pledge to his wife just months before that he would wear a life jacket while boating.
              Later ,on shore, he vowed again his renewed faith in life jackets. Now, let’s look at why he capsized. 
            He began fishing around 7 a.m. at the east end of Muskegon Lake aboard his new 1998, 17-foot Crestliner. Around 10:15, after catching a batch of fish, he decided to pull anchor. Moreover, fifteen knot winds and
	1-to 2 -foot seas had turned a pleasant outing into an uneasy setting. Earlier, during calmer weather, he set two anchors: one from the bow the other the stern. For whatever reason, he decided to first pull the bow anchor. The stern quickly swung into the wind and sea. Here began his woes. The anchor had snagged on a slab, and as he pulled up the anchor with a hand crank it dipped the stern into the seas which willfully rambled over the stern. Wisely, he cut the anchor line and scrambled to the bow in order to raise the stern-- a prudent move, until he decided to raise the motor. To do so, which he later confessed was a bonehead decision, he moved to the boat’s center console and engine throttles. That weight shift offered advantage to the seas and the boat sank in seconds. In all, it took less than five minutes for the lake to swallow its prize. Wind and seas slowly carried him away from his boat into shallow water near the lake’s east end. Here, he could stand, head above water. The entrance to the Conservation Club Marina lay within a hundred yards or less. To reach it required swimming across a ten-foot-deep channel. He removed his life jacket and set out, but soon realized that seas, wind and fatigue would win the match. Wisely, he donned his life jacket, but its buoyancy would not allow him to cross the channel without driving him into marsh land east of the marina. A man on shore watching the ordeal called the Coast Guard.  Soon after a boater
	plunked him from the water. We arrived Shortly thereafter. On shore we all breathed easier. That he survived made his boat loss seem like small stuff. Beside, later that day Sea Tow provided assistance andrecovered everything except seat cushions and, to the boater’s dismay, his lost catch. But there would be more fish, for the ordeal would not dampen his love for fishing. But next time he would be a little more cautious and for sure wiser. And thanks to a life jacket there will be a next time. Boat Smart- next time be as wise wear one.
Boat Smart, now in its eighth year is a weekly Coast Guard column written by Chief Tom Rau in conjunction with Coast Guard Group Grand Haven Command. It addresses a range of maritime issues, many of which are based on actual rescue cases in which Chief Rau plays a role. The column runs between May and October in a number of Michigan West Coast newspapers. Boat smart is also on the Internet at: www.boatsmart.net (provides Lake Michigan weather and water temperatures). Publications interested in running the column may contact Chief Rau by e-mail. There is no fee.



 
