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“The Legal Brief”


Advice to the Guardians of the Great Lakes





July 2007 – LANDLORDS HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TOO…





________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 





Our June newsletter provided tips on how to avoid problems as a renter.  July’s newsletter arms you with info regarding the responsibilities that landlords have toward their renters.  The rules vary somewhat from state to state, but this is a good start of items that the landlord is generally required to provide.  Note that some of these responsibilities can be transferred to the renter under the terms of the lease.  So read what you sign!





Landlord Responsibilities:  


Provide a clean apartment or house, prior to move-in.


Provide and maintain tidiness of common areas (hallways, yards, stairways, entryways). 


Provide and maintain well-lit entryways, stairwells and hallways.


Maintain durable security locks on the main entrances and on all exterior windows.


Provide working plumbing (hot and cold running water) and heating.


Provide safe passage, with avoidance of hazards, to and from the exterior building entry (shovel snow from doorways).


Maintain weather and water guards (roof, siding and gutters) around the living structure to protect against nature’s fury.


Remove all lead paint from walls/woodwork of households having children less than 6 years of age. 


Maintain an apartment/condo/etc free of pests and insects. 


Maintain a minimum of 2 ways of exit from one dwelling unit. 


Maintain properly working smoke detectors.


Provide and maintain power, heat and water (Note: It’s quite common for a lease to require the tenant to pay the electric, gas, water and sewer bill, or some combination thereof).


Maintain safe power distribution (electric wiring, sockets and switches) throughout the facility.  


Maintain structurally sound steps, walls, floors, balconies, drains, bathroom fixtures and elevators (if applicable).


Provide proper and timely legal notice to tenants regarding changes to the terms of the lease.


It is against the law for a landlord to lock you out unless the landlord has obtained a court order evicting you.


It is against the law for landlords to refuse to rent to someone based on race, color, religion, national origin, disability, military status or because you have children when you apply to live there. 


Promptly return the security deposit at the end of the lease if tenant was compliant with terms of the contract. 


Provide notice to tenant if there are plans of going into the rental space.  Landlords have the right to access the tenant's apartment with proper notice. Landlords have the right to immediate access in the case of an emergency.  The tenant has the responsibility to provide access to his/her landlord in a reasonable manner. 


  


Landlord Typically Do Not Have to Provide the Following


Repaint walls to satisfy tenant’s desire for a particular color or texture.


Provide new floor covering (carpet, vinyl) if current coverings are merely worn.


Provide batteries for smoke/carbon monoxide detectors.


Provide light bulbs for areas occupied by the renters.


Pay for repairs to the structure caused by renters, pets, visitors or relatives.





As with so many other “legal” things, there are lots of twists and turns to landlord tenant law.  When you have a problem or a question on this topic, contact Steve Lynch in District Legal, � HYPERLINK "mailto:stephen.t.lynch@uscg.mil" ��stephen.t.lynch@uscg.mil�.  Phone: 216-902-6010.  Happy renting!
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