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WINTH DISTRICT INSTRUCTION S800.1

Subj:  PROCEDURES FOR OBTAINTNG DEFENSE SERVICES

Ref: (&) COMCOGARD MLC LANT Norfolk VASTY 121610 Dec 99
(b} Military Justice Manual, COMDTINST 3810.1D, Enclosure {24b)

1. PURPOSE. This instruction provides additional guidance for Ninth District units regarding
the procedures for obtaining defense counsel services outlined in reference (a).

2, ACTION. Group Commanders, Commanding Officers, and Officers-in-Charge shall comply
with this instruction.

. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED. None.

il

4. DISCUSSION.

a. As discussed in paragraph 3.c. below, there are numerous instances in which Coast
Guard members are entitled to consult with defense counsel. Those in command have
the obligation fo ensure that members of their unit are afforded this important right.

b. Following the procedures outlined in this instruction will ensure that important rights
of Ninth District military members are protected and that they receive timely access
to defense services.

3. PROCEDURES.

a. Reference (b) establishes that the U.S, Navy, through regional Navy Legal Service
Otffices (NLSO), will provide nearly all defense services for Coast Guard members.
The NLSO North Central — Detachment Great Lakes (NLSO Great Lakes) provides
these defense services to Ninth District men and women.
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b. The nature of the defense service required {e.g., rights associated with nonjudicial
punishment (NJP}, defense counsel for courts-martial, legal advice regarding
administrative discharge, ete.) will dictate whether NLSC Great Lakes should be
contacted directly by the unit or whether obtaining counsel should be coordinated by
the District Legal Office.

¢. Following are the procedures for obtaining legal advice ¢ defense services for Ninth
District members,

(1) Command representatives should call NLSO Great Lakes® Defense Department
directly at (847) 688-4753, x-115 to arrange a telephone appointment for their
crewmember for the following:

(a} Right to refuse NJP, if the member is not assigned to a cutter;

{b) Advice regarding UCMI Article 31{b) rights;

{c) Right to refuse Summary Court-Martial;

{d) Rights associated with Administrative Discharges {without a Board);
{e) Filing an Article 138, UCMI complaint; and

{f) Rights associated with Line of Duty / Misconduct determinations

(2} Command representatives should contact the District Legal Office to request
assignment of defense counsel to represent members at:

{a) General and Special Courts-Martial;

{b) Article 32 Investigations;

(¢} Administrative Discharge Board,

(d) Relief for Cause determinations;

(e} Pre-trial Confinement Hearings; and

(f) All other proceedings where members are entitled to legal representation

d. Should a situation arise that is not discussed above, but where a command determines
that one of their crewmembers may be entitled to defense services, contact the
District Legal Office.
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