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Lieutenant Robert S. Poitinger 
  
Lieutenant Poitinger is a native of Lebanon, Ohio and graduated from the United States 
Coast Guard Academy in New London, Connecticut in June of 2007 with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Government. 
 
Upon graduation from the academy, LT Poitinger received orders to the USCGC 
MOHAWK (WMEC 913), Key West, Florida where he served as Boarding Officer, Deck 
Watch Officer, and First Lieutenant conducting CD/AMIO operations in the Carribean. 
 
In 2009, LT Poitinger requested orders to the North Arabian Gulf where he served as 
Executive Officer for PATFORSWA’s Forward Operating Base at Camp Patriot, Kuwait 
providing logistical support to the 11-ship squadron CTU 56.5.  He fulfilled a multi-role 
capacity rotating as the XO for all six 110’ patrol boats providing maritime security while 
training the Iraqi Navy and Marines for the eventual turnover of Iraqi control.  In 2010, 
he also took part in a 30-day training mission through the Arabian Gulf with the USN, 
training navies, Coast Guards, and Special Forces units from Gulf Coast Coalition 
countries (Qatar, UAE, Bahrain, Kuwait).   
 
LT Poitinger assumed command of CGC BLUEFIN from 2010-2012 stationed in Fort 
Pierce, FL conducting primarily CD/AMIO and SAR missions under the demanding 
Sector Miami, being responsible for the interdiction of over 200 illegal migrants. During 
his CO tour, BLUEFIN took park in Operation Deepwater Horizon oil response, POTUS 
security ops, and numerous hurricane sorties. 
 
LT Poitinger was then selected for the Coast Guard’s funded JD program from 2012-
2015. LT Poitinger recently graduated from Case Western Reserve University of Law in 
May 2015.   
 
LT Poitinger is married to the former Nicola Drew with her two son’s Nathan and Josh, 
and their daughter Isabel.  They reside in Broadview Heights, OH. 
 


