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DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE:  The Rough Road Ahead





When you take that next drink and grab your keys, think again.  Traffic fatalities for alcohol-related crashes in 2003 totaled 17,013, according to the National Center for Statistics and Analysis 2003 Report. This total represents an average of one alcohol-related fatality every 31 minutes.  Aside from the heartbreak of lives lost and devastating injuries, the average monetary cost per alcohol-related fatality is $3.5 million and the average cost of an alcohol related injury is $99,000. 





If a member is cited for driving under the influence (DUI), they must understand the repercussions of the offense. While penalties vary from state to state, a first conviction on a DUI can minimally include the following: 


A substantial fine


The restriction or suspension of your driver’s license


Mandatory attendance at a state-approved DUI education and treatment class at member’s expense


Probation and/or jail





The costs are high in any light. Along with the civil consequences and disciplinary actions that will occur, the Coast Guard member must also undergo actions as members of the U. S. Coast Guard. It is indeed a rough road to travel. 





DUI Questions and Answers: 





What does driving under the influence (DUI) mean?


A DUI is operating a motor vehicle while “under the influence” in either of the following cases:


Any intoxication that is sufficient to impair the rational and full exercise of the mental or physical faculties. The substance that causes the intoxication is immaterial.


Intoxicated to the extent that it is a violation of the law.





What actions can the command take with regards to DUI?


Commanding Officers may impose preliminary restrictions of driving privileges when civil or military authorities have lawfully apprehended a person for DUI.   They shall restrict a member’s driving privileges aboard Coast Guard installations for a period of one year after any of the following:  a refusal to submit to a lawfully requested Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) test; a civil or military conviction, NJP, or civil revocation or suspension of driving privileges for DUI; an apprehension based upon a BAC test whose level meets or exceeds 0.08%. 


Document the member’s PDR with a Page 7.


Refer the member for alcohol screening. 


Notify the Security Officer, fill out CG form 5588





Will the command “bail out” a member if they are arrested for DUI?


The command will NOT fund a release on bail for any Coast Guard member arrested for driving under the influence. The member is financially responsible for being released on bail.





Will the command grant leave while the member is absent due to civil arrest or a court date?


Under NO conditions will a member be granted leave to cover a period of confinement by civil authorities (COMDTINST M1000.6A, Chapter 7.A.17.b). The member will be placed on Unauthorized Absence (UA) until they are released and have returned to their command; however a member on leave that was PREVIOUSLY granted by his/her command will not be placed on (UA) if arrested and detained by civil authorities within that period of leave status.  When a member is arrested and returns, on bail or otherwise, to the unit, the responsible officer may grant leave of absence to appear for trial. Although it is the member’s responsibility to coordinate and appear for all court dates.


                


Will the member receive pay and allowances while in confinement by civil/military authorities?


If a member is placed on Unauthorized Absence (UA) while in confinement, the result will be a loss of pay and allowances. 





DUI References: 


�HYPERLINK "http://cgweb.uscg.mil/g-c/g-ccs/g-cit/g-cim/directives/CIM/CIM_1000_6A.pdf"��Coast Guard Personnel Manual - COMDTINST M1000.6A�     	  � HYPERLINK "http://cgweb.uscg.mil/g-c/g-ccs/g-cit/g-cim/directives/CIM/CIM_5810_1D.pdf" ��Military Justice Manual – COMDTINST M5810.1D�


�HYPERLINK "http://cgweb.uscg.mil/g-c/g-ccs/g-cit/g-cim/directives/CIM/CIM_7220_29A.pdf"��Coast Guard Pay Manual – COMDTINST M7220.29A�            	   �HYPERLINK "http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/alcohol/impaired_driving_pg2/US.htm"��National Highway Traffic Safety Administration�





	Questions or need more info?  Contact the Ninth District Legal Office at (216) 902-6010.
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