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“The Legal Brief”


Advice to the Guardians of the Great Lakes





July 2009:  USE OF GOVERNMENT VEHICLES





Use of government vehicles for other than direct accomplishment of Coast Guard missions (i.e. SAR, pollution response, etc.) may be authorized if mission readiness is not compromised and risk of loss or damage is minimal.  All government vehicle use must start and end at the unit; under no circumstances would it be appropriate to use a government vehicle to pick up or return a passenger at or to a place other than the work place.  The following summarizes common uses of a government vehicle from Chapter 3.A of the Motor Vehicle Manual, COMDTINST M11240.9C.  





PURPOSE�
USE OF GV AUTHORIZED?�
�
Transportation of government employees, documents, equipment, or supplies for official purposes�
YES�
�
While on Temporary Duty (TAD) Orders�
  YES *�
�
Guest speakers at official Coast Guard functions and other official guests�
YES�
�
Civilian and military personnel participating in or attending official public ceremonies, parades, and other events that promote Coast Guard relations with the public�
YES�
�
Military and civilian personnel to and from official functions** (including those which occur in the evening)�
YES, provided that such transportation begins and ends at the work place or other official duty stations�
�
Transportation of an employee and spouse (if spouse was invited) together from the duty location to an official function** (and return trip to the duty location)�
YES�
�
Non-duty related purposes�
NO�
�
While on Permissive Orders�
NO�
�
Transportation of nonofficial passengers, including family members of employees, other than as described previously�
NO�
�
Transportation for informal gatherings such as luncheons and “send off” functions�
NO�
�
Unauthorized side-trips while on official business�
NO�
�
*  When traveling in a government vehicle on orders, the GV may be parked at the employee’s private residence overnight provided it is necessary for the safe completion of the Coast Guard mission and/or it is economically advantageous to the Government, NOT for the convenience of the employee.  See D9INST 11240.1 for approval procedures.


**  An official function is generally one at which military personnel attend in uniform.  For more specific guidance, please contact D9 Legal.








PLEASE CONTACT D9 LEGAL AT 216-902-6010 WITH ANY QUESTIONS




































































If you have any questions, please contact D9 Legal at 216-902-6010
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