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Before the start of our regularly scheduled newsletter, we first have an urgent message to convey to all d9 personnel and family members.  Here it is - CONSUMER WARNING: BEWARE COUNTERFEIT CASHIER’S CHECKS AND MONEY ORDERS!!!!!  In a moment, we will return to our standard newsletter highlighting (this month) excellent sources of consumer information: the Better Business Bureau military web site and state Attorney General consumer web sites.  Before getting to those highlights, we first must issue a STARK AND BOLD WARNING!!  Each year a few of our shipmates have been taken in by a scam that has NO REMEDY – because the crooks are usually very slick and several states (or countries) removed from the victims.  It typically involves a member trying to SELL something on eBay or another web-based retailer.  The scam is mentioned at our unit legal assistance briefs, but given our constant personnel churn, not everyone gets the message in time.  Just last month, a shipmate was taken by this scam again.  The scam works like this.  Coastie offers something on eBay (it can be anything – a car, a trailer, even a room to rent on “roommates.com” ) for let’s say $5000, hoping to get an offer of $3500.  Surprisingly, a buyer accepts the $5000 offer, but sends a cashier’s check for $8,000!! That’s right, $8,000!  Using the sale of a car as an example, there follows from the buyer what in legal parlance is commonly referred to as a load of bull – something like: (1) my wife is  9 months pregnant and I need a car to get her to the hospital, (2) I also need $3000 to pay medical bills because we don’t have medical insurance, (3) my bank will only allow me a single withdrawal per month (or only allow me a single cashier’s check a month at no cost), and so (4) please deposit the $8,000 cashier’s check (which is supposedly the same as “cash”) in your bank account, and wire me the extra $3000, so I can be sure that our medical bills are paid and my wife doesn’t have a miscarriage.  Coastie (often a jr. member) goes to local bank where the bank clerk confirms that a money order or cashier’s check is the same as cash (but doesn’t say squat about liability for counterfeit checks) and Coastie does good deed by wiring $3000 to bank account of buyer.  Three or four weeks go by with no contact from the buyer.  Instead, the Coastie gets contacted by the bank and informed that the cashier’s check is counterfeit and Coastie owes the bank $8000 plus penalties for depositing said check.  Why is our Coastie on the hook?  Without going into lots of detail, the answer is because currency laws and depositor contracts favor the banks (surprised?).  Why does it take so long to confirm the fraudulent nature of the cashier’s check?  Because it does.  What about the $3000 sent to the buyer?  The account is closed and the buyer long gone with the cash.  Is there a silver lining in all of this?  Well, it could have been worse – in addition to scamming our shipmate of $3000, the fraudulent buyer (if bold enough) could have also picked up the car. – in which case the Coastie is out the $3000 wired to the crook AND out of a car as well.  The worst worst case?  The Coastie could be criminally charged for depositing a counterfeit check (yep, it’s a criminal offense in many jurisdictions).  Any way you look at it, our shipmate is out of luck, out of dough, and often mentally out of action as a result. SO,  PLEASE GET THE WORD OUT – DO NOT SPEND A DIME RECEIVED FROM PROCEEDS OF A CASHIER’S CHECK OR MONEY ORDER UNTIL YOU ARE CERTAIN THAT IT IS VALID – as in - NOT COUNTERFEIT!!!  IT CAN TAKE UP TO A MONTH TO VERIFY!!! CHECK WITH YOUR BANK BEFORE YOU SPEND A DIME!!!!  More info?  See: � HYPERLINK "http://www.andrewsfcu.org/Education/checkscam.asp" ��www.andrewsfcu.org/Education/checkscam.asp�.  .….. WE NOW RETURN YOU TO OUR REGULARLY SCHEDULED (albeit abbreviated, yet poetic) NEWSLETTER………


…………. Be alert D9 consumers, it’s a jungle out there; this applies to us all, remember “Buyer Beware.”  Take a moment, sit back, relax and take heart; BBB and AG are now doing their part.  BBB and AG?  What are they, you say?  These two groups help consumers follow the “safe buyer way.”  The Better Business Bureau, known as “BBB” for short; has a web site for military, it should be a first resort.  Go to us.bbb.org/military, and see what you find; consumer topics galore, that educate your mind.  Here’s a sampling to see, forewarned is forearmed; before a scam catches you, check out these consumer alarms: “Nationwide Locksmith Swindle” and “Investment Scam Targets Troops”; “Scam Targeting Military Spouses”, and warnings of other nefarious groups.  The BBB web site also has good news on its fork; such as scholarships for veterans, and reduced mortgages in New York.


What of the AG?  Who is she you say?  AG stands for Attorney General, a beacon on the “safe buyer way.”  Each AG has a web site, with much on its plate; at least one offering for consumers, from the AG’s home state.  Thus the AG for Michigan has a web site right here (� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/ag/" ��http://www.michigan.gov/ag/�); with alarms warning of scams, and possible heartaches quite dear.  Take note of this sampling of the AG alarms; read them, don’t weep, forewarned is forearmed: “Telemarketing Fraud”,  “Dating Services Beware”,  “Lose Weight Not Money”, these scams are everywhere!  Both AG and BBB, offer complaint services too; you can complain to them both, ere opting to litigate or sue.  Before doing business with someone, you really don’t know; check out their rep, see what the AG and BBB know.  Each has a data base, with listings galore; of bad actors in business, those with trouble in store.  Not just those in business, but charities too; the BBB keeps a record, it’s updated and new.


This newsletter is over, even lame things must end; no more doggerel or barking, no more poetics to send.  Have you some questions? Please send without delay.  Contact S. Lynch at � HYPERLINK "mailto:stephen.t.lynch@uscg.mil" ��stephen.t.lynch@uscg.mil�, for help on the “safe buyer way.”
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