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________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 





In the past few months, several instances have been brought to our attention of Coasties who have not complied with state laws regarding possession and transportation of their personal firearms.  And, yes, we have had Coast Guard members get in trouble with local authorities for possessing and/or transporting weapons in violation of state laws.





If you are going to possess, own, transport and/or even have the thought of any kind of firearm, you must know the state laws where you live.  Gun laws vary, in some cases drastically, from state to state.  In most states, you are required, by law, to have a license/permit to even possess a firearm (pistol, shotgun, rifle, other).  It is also likely that your state has even more laws governing how you can possess, transport (on body, vehicle, etc), sell and purchase firearms.  And, even though you may be qualified as a boarding officer, that does not authorize you to carry a firearm when not performing official duties –unless you have met your state’s requirements to do so.





The links below will take you to websites for states in D9 and address issues concerning possession of weapons.  All eight states in our district have laws regarding possession and transportation of firearms - some have requirements on ammunition storage, too.  See the requirements for your state:





Illinois: 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.isp.state.il.us/foid/firearms.cfm" ��www.isp.state.il.us/foid/firearms.cfm�


Indiana: 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.in.gov/isp/" ��www.in.gov/isp/�


Michigan: 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/msp" ��www.michigan.gov/msp�


Minnesota: 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/issues/firearmcarry.asp" ��http://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/issues/firearmcarry.asp�


New York: 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.troopers.state.ny.us" ��www.troopers.state.ny.us�


Ohio: 		� HYPERLINK "http://www.ag.state.oh.us/" ��www.ag.state.oh.us/�


Pennsylvania: 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.psp.state.pa.us/psp" ��www.psp.state.pa.us/psp�


Wisconsin: 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.wsll.state.wi.us/topic/firearms.html" ��http://www.wsll.state.wi.us/topic/firearms.html�


 


Some basic things to consider:


1.  Carrying a concealed weapon:  Assuming you have a license to carry a concealed weapon in the state that permits this, there are often specific areas where carriage of a weapon is forbidden.  They include (not limited to): police/sheriff/highway patrol stations, airports, government buildings, correctional/detention facilities, universities/colleges, places of worship, schools, child care centers, premises that dispense liquor (bars, clubs, liquor stores, etc) and private businesses and office complexes.  In addition, COMDTINST 5370.1A prohibits Coast Guard personnel from bringing unauthorized firearms (ex. Personal firearms) or other dangerous weapons onto a federal facility, GV, or vessel.





2.  For those of you who hunt…if your state requires, you must possess a valid license for the firearm on your person when hunting along with a valid hunting license.  Some members belong to gun clubs and go to ranges…again, you may be required to have a valid license for the firearm on your person when at the range.





3.  Crossing state lines:  If transporting between states, the Federal Gun Control Act of 1968 allows for transportation of pistols from one state to another providing the pistol is legally possessed in the state of origin, and possession is permitted in the state of destination.  If traveling by car, it must be transported unloaded and in a locked container and inaccessible to the vehicle occupants.  If staying for an extended period in time in the destination state, investigate the law in that state, as you may need to license it there upon your arrival. 





Final note, laws do differ depending on whether ownership of the firearm is a pistol, shotgun, rifle, collector weapon, etc.  Remember, this newsletter provides general guidance.  For more information, view the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.atf.gov/firearms/" ��http://www.atf.gov/firearms/�) which provides helpful information, including contact information to local field divisions.  As always, you may call the district legal office (216) 902-6010.
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