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Standards of Conduct – Accepting Gifts in the Field
One of the common questions regarding ethics is whether a member can accept a gift from someone when the gift is given to the member for performing his/her duties. While ethics determination can be complicated, we hope the following information will help.  Keep in mind that this newsletter provides general information only.  Please remember that we are here to perform a mission to the American Public.  Courtesy and professionalism are key.  A Gift is ANYTHING that has Monetary Value, such as meals, paperweights, event tickets, services, etc. Remember it is never wrong to decline a gift from a prohibited source, but always be courteous and respectful when doing so. The following hypotheticals will provide general guidance regarding the de minimis $20 gift rule. If you are unsure whether acceptance of a gift is ethical, please contact D9 Legal with questions at (216) 902-6010.

What is the general gift rule?

You shall not, except as permitted by subpart B of 5 CFR Part 2635, solicit or accept any gift or other item of monetary value from any person or entity seeking official action from, doing business with, or conducting activities regulated by the Coast Guard, or whose interests may be substantially affected by the performance or nonperformance of the your duties. Coast Guard members may not accept gifts offered because of their official position or from a prohibited source.  A common exception to this rule is that you may accept gifts valued at $20 or less (per occurrence not to exceed $50/year).
What is a prohibited Source?

A "prohibited source" is any person, company, or organization that: 

· Is seeking official action from your agency

· Has business with your agency

· Seeks to do business with your agency. 
· Conducts operations regulated by your agency

· Seeks to influence your agency's policies or regulations

· Has interests that may be affected by your official duties

· Is an organization, a majority of whose members are prohibited sources
Can I accept breakfast from the CO of a commercial vessel I’m inspecting?
It is not advisable to accept the offer of breakfast, even if the breakfast falls under $20 rule. The purpose of your visit is official Coast Guard business (not social) and it’s from a prohibited source.  Politely decline the breakfast, but you may accept a soft drink or coffee instead.  
The crew of CG 25123 assisted a fisherman who was disabled on Lake Erie. He was very thankful and offered the BO a large walleye. Can the BO accept it?

It is not recommended to accept the gift especially since the market value of the walleye may or may not exceed $20; however, the BO was performing official Coast Guard duties and should not accept the gift.  The BO should be courteous and politely decline the gift and let the fisherman know it is appreciated, but s/he is just doing her/his job. 

I’m a pilot at the Air Station and a fruit basket (over $20 value) was sent to me at work as a “thank you” by a person rescued during a SAR mission.  Can I accept the gift?
The gift is not from a prohibited source but was given because of the pilot’s official duty/position.  Since the gift is not practical to return, as it is perishable, you may seek the CO’s permission to share it with the unit or pass it on to the appropriate charity, or pay the fair market value of the gift and keep it. 
I was a guest speaker at a conference while on TAD orders.  As a token of appreciation, I was given a ship’s bell valued at $125.  Can I accept the gift?
No. The gift’s total market value is over $20 and being given because of your official position.  You may make a token acceptance while in front of the audience and then later return the gift, politely citing ethic regulations, to the donor.  If you are not sure of the value or whether you can accept, contact the district legal office.
A maritime organization that represents commercial vessel companies on the Great Lakes offered our unit tickets to the Detroit Lions. Can we accept them?

Individually, you cannot accept this gift since it will be over the $20 gift limit and from a prohibited source. Politely decline the gift and thank them for the offer.  If however, the tickets are offered as a gift to the unit, it is possible the tickets may be accepted as a gift to the Coast Guard.  Contact the district legal office to ensure the proper gift acceptance procedures are followed.[image: image3.png]
























