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VA Benefits for Active Duty Members Q8&A

Active duty members and veterans of the United States Armed Forces may be eligible for a broad range of programs and services provided by the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), The 2006 “Federal Benefits for Veterans and Dependents” booklet contains a summary of benefits effective Jan. 1,
2006 and may be viewed at http://wwwl.va.gov/OPAfvadocs/current_bemefits. asp. The following question and answer briefly covers benefits active duty
members may be eligible for. Links are provided for each topic where detailed information is available.

What Type of Insurance Benefit Is Available?

Service members and reservists are eligible for up to a maximum of $400,000 in life insurance under Service members’ Group Life Insurance (SGLI).
Spousal coverage is available up to a maximum of $100,000 while children are antomatically covered for $10,000 at no cost. Any member of the
uniformed services covered by SGLI is eligible for a traumatic injury protection rider (TSGLI) which provides payments between $25,000 and $100,000
to members who have a traumatic injury and suffer losses such as, but not limited to, amputations, blindness, and paraplegia. See

http://'www.vba.va. gov/survivors/index htm,

What Type of Education Benefits Are Availablae?

Education benefits are available to active duty personnel who have served for at least two years and have contributed $1200 under the Montgomery GI
Bill {Chapter 30), and to selected Reservists and National Guardsman that are certified as eligible under the Montgomery GI Bill — Select Reserves
{Chapter 1606). The Chapter 30 program is limited to payment for tuition and fees while the Chapter 1606 program provides a monthly stipend. See
htipy/fwww. gibill va. gov/.

What Type of Home-Related Benefits Are Available?

Persons on active duty are eligible for a VA home loan guaranty after serving on continuous active duty for 90 days. Servicemembers going through the
Benefits Delivery at Discharge (BDD) program who are found to have service-connected conditions are exempt from the loan guaranty funding fee. Sce
hitp://www.homeloans.va gov/veteran. htm.
Five Easy Steps to a VA Home Loan*:
1) Apply for a Certificate of Eligibility (COE).
A veteran can obtain 4 COE by completing VA Form 26-1880, Request for a Certificate of Eligibility and mailing it, along with proof of
military service, to an eligibility center found at the back of the following pamphlet link: htip://www. homeloans.va. gov/pdf/26-91-1.pdf,
Also, veterans who have already begun the loan application process with a lender may request the lender to try and obtain a COE through
ACE (Automated Centificate of Eligibility). See: www.homeloans.va.gov.

2) Decide on a home the buyar wants to buy and sign a purchase agreement.

3) Order an appraisal from VA. {Usually this is done by the lender.)
Ordering an appraisal can be done via the Internet using TAS (The Appraisal System). This is a centralized system that allows lenders easy
and quick access to order an appraisal.

4) Apply to a mortgage lender for the loan.

While the appraisal is being done, the lender can be gathering credit and income information. If the lender is authorized by VA to

process loans on the automatic basis (and approx. 99% of all VA loans are processed this way) the loan can be approved and closed

upon receipt of the appraised value determination without waiting for a VA review of the credit application. VA has also approved the use
of several automated underwriting systems for lenders to use in connection with VA loans. The two main systems are Loan Prospector and
Desktop Underwriter. For loans that must be approved by VA, lenders send the credit package to VA. VA staff will then review it and
notify the lender of the decision.

5) Close the loan and the buyer moves In.
*Several loan information pamphlets can be downloaded at http://www.homeloans.va. gov/pamphlet. htm.

What Type of Financial Asslstance Is Avallable for Purchasing a Vehicle?

VA does have an Automobile Grant that can be used for purchasing a motor vehicle. Veterans and service metnbers qualify for this benefit if they have
certain service-connected disabilities. The application form is VA Form 21-4502 Application for Automobile or Other Conveyance and Adaptive
Equipment. For more information, please contact the VA at 1-800-827-1000.

What Type of Health Care Benefits Are Available?

VA health care facilities are available to active duty servicemembers in emergency situations and upon referral by military treatment facilities or
TRICARE. VA provides a comprehensive medical benefits package to veterans enrolted in its health care program and is fully.capable of meeting the
treatment needs of those who are referred for care or who require emergency health care services. Service members may receive cne-time dental
treatment up to 90 days from separation if they were not provided treatment within 90 days before separation fromn active duty. Click on this link to locate
a VA facility: hitp://www] .va gov/directorv/guide/home.asp?isFlash=1 Women veteran service details may be found at hitp://wwwl.va.goviwvhp/.

Can a Claim for Benefits be Filed Prior to Separation?
Through the BDD program, servicemembers can file claims for d!sablhty compensation, pension, vocational rehabﬂltatxon automobile allowance, and
special adapted housing prior to separation. VA employees will assist in the filing. See http://www.vha va.gov/bln/21/index htm for more details.



