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March 2009:  HOMEOWNERS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

Members facing PCS transfer this year or who executed PCS orders on or after 1 February 2006 and who 
sold their home at a loss should review this newsletter. 

The Homeowners Assistance Program (HAP) administered by the Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
may be available to assist Coast Guard active duty members/homeowners who face financial loss when selling 
their primary residence because they are in receipt of PCS orders and the loss is a result of a decline in real 
estate values.  Currently, there is no Coast Guard specific guidance and DoD is in the process of establishing 
policy guidance on applicant processing and benefits.  However, members facing a loss as a result of PCS 
transfer are encouraged to apply now for HAP.  This program covers members who PCS this year as well as 
those who executed PCS orders on or after 1 Feb 2006 and who sold their home on or after 1 July 2006.  

The USACE website states potential applicants may download the application, complete and mail to 
appropriate HAP district.  Our advice is to apply as soon as possible.  If a member is later determined not to be 
eligible, all they lost was a little time.  However, if they wait to apply and are later deemed eligible, they may 
be at the end of a very long line.  Again, this program is still in development but we see no downside to 
members applying now.  

The following eligibility criteria are from the USACE's HAP website: 

o Permanent reassignment that requires a move of more than 50 miles. 

o Reassignment ordered between 1 February 2006 and 30 Sept 2012 (or earlier date designated by Sec. Def.). 

o Property purchased (or contract to purchase signed) before 1 July 2006. 

o Property sold by owner between 1 July 2006 and 30 Sept. 2012, or earlier date designated by Sec. Def. 

o Property was the primary residence of the owner. 

o Owner has not previously received these benefit payments. 

o If you are a member of the Armed Forces who is PCSing or has PCSed, download the application packet 
and complete the application.  Carefully read all instructions, and mail your completed application to the 
USACE district responsible for the area in which your home is located.  Once DoD implementing guidance 
is received the USACE district will contact you concerning your eligibility and benefits. 

The USACE webpage for HAP can be found at http://hap.usace.army.mil/, then click on the top right 
picture titled “Service Member Homeowners on PCS.”  Ninth District homeowners apply to the Savannah 
HAP Field Office except those members located in Minnesota and a portion of Wisconsin (portion located on 
Lake Superior).  Minnesota and Wisconsin (on Lake Superior) homeowners apply to the Fort Worth HAP 
Field Office.  Field Office info can be found here:  http://hap.usace.army.mil/Contact.html.  A copy of the 
application package has been appended to this newsletter (see below) and can also be found at 
http://hap.usace.army.mil/HowToApply.html   

Members should be able to fill out and send the application without legal assistance.  Members should 
also re-check the USACE website often to see if there are any important program changes.  If you have 
difficulties with these forms and if your chain of command is unable to assist, please contact a legal assistance 
attorney.   




























