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U. S. Port Rankings U. S. Port Rankings 2009 2009 

1 Port of S Louisiana, LA 212.6 - 5.1% 16 Pascagoula, MS 36.6 +  9.0% 

(Millions of Short Tons and % of change from 2008 – 2009 ACOE data)

2   Houston, TX
3   New York, NY and NJ
4   Long Beach, CA
5 Corpus Christi TX

211.3 - 0.4%
144.7 - 5.7%
72.5 - 9.6%
68 2 11 1%

17 Tampa, FL
18 Valdez, AK
19 Port Arthur, TX
20 Pittsburg PA

34.9 - 12.1%
34.5 - 4.2%
33.8 +  6.5%
32 9 21 4%5   Corpus Christi, TX

6   New Orleans, LA
7   Beaumont, TX
8   Huntington-Tristate

68.2 - 11.1%
68.1 - 6.7%
67.7 - 2.5%
59.2       - 14.7%

20 Pittsburg, PA
21 Savannah, GA
22 Philadelphia, PA
23 ST Louis, MO

32.9 - 21.4%
32.3 - 8.6%
31.8 - 1.6%
31.3 +   6.2%

9   Los Angeles, CA
10 Texas City, TC
11 Lake Charles, LA
12 Mobile AL

58.4 - 2.3%
52.6 +   0.1%
52.3 - 2.8%
52 2 22 8%

24 Paulsboro, NJ
25 Duluth, MN
---------------
27 Freeport TX

30.3 - 16.8%
30.2 - 33.3%

27 4 8 3%12 Mobile, AL
13 Baton Rouge, LA
14 Plaquemines, LA
15 Norfolk, VA

52.2 - 22.8%
51.9 +    0.2%
50.9 - 20.2%
40.3 - 9.6%

27 Freeport, TX
47 Galveston, TX

27.4 - 8.3%
9.8 + 0.1%
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U. S. Port Rankings U. S. Port Rankings 2010 2010 

1 Port of S Louisiana, La 236.3 +  11.1% 16 Baltimore, Md 39.6 + 31.3% 

(Millions of Short Tons and % of change from 2009 – 2010 ACOE data)

2   Houston, TX
3   New York, NY and NJ
4   Beaumont, Tx
5 Long Beach Ca

227.1 +   7.5%
139.2 - 3.8%
77.0 +  13.6%
75 4 + 4 0%

17 Pascagoula, Ms
18 Duluth, Mn
19 Savannah, Ga
20 Tampa Fl

37.3 +   1.8%
36.6 + 21.1%
34.7 +  7.2%
34 2 2 0%5   Long Beach, Ca

6   Corpus Christi, Tx
7   New Orleans, La
8   Los Angeles, Ca

75.4 +    4.0%
73.7 +    7.9%
72.4 +    6.2%
62.4       +    6.8%

20 Tampa, Fl
21 Philadelphia, Pa
22 Pittsburgh, Pa
23 Valdez, Ak

34.2 - 2.0%
34.0 +  7.2%
33.8 +   2.9%
31.9 - 7.5%

9   Huntington-Tristate
10 Texas City, TC
11 Plaquemines, La
12 Mobile Al

61.5 +    4.0%
56.6 + 7.5%
55.8 +  9.7%
55 7 + 6 7%

24 St Louis, Mo
25 Port Arthur, Tx
---------------
27 Freeport TX

30.8 - 1.8%
30.2 - 10.6%

26 7 2 3%12 Mobile, Al
13 Baton Rouge, La
14 Lake Charles, La
15 Norfolk, VA

55.7 +    6.7%
55.5 +    7.0%
50.9 +  20.2%
41.6 +    2.5%

27 Freeport, TX
41 Galveston, TX

26.7 - 2.3%
13.9        + 42.3%
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VTS MOVEMENTS VTS MOVEMENTS –– 2011 2011 
Tug/Tow                128,838     +     1.65%
Ships 23 084 + 3 05%Ships                       23,084     +     3.05%
Other                      8,880      - 28.20%
Public 2,244     + 39.03%
Total Users 163 046 + 0 00%Total Users 163,046 +   0.00%
Ferries 108,361

Total w/Ferries     271,407
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TRANSIT SUMMARY TRANSIT SUMMARY –– 20112011
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2011 2011 TYPICAL DAY IN THE VTSA TYPICAL DAY IN THE VTSA 

AVG HIGH
40 TANKER TRANSITS 66
22 FREIGHTER TRANSITS                   47

1        CRUISE SHIPS 6
353 TOW TRANSITS 459353   TOW TRANSITS                              459

6         PUBLIC VESSEL TRANSITS           39
297         FERRY TRANSITS                          315
24 OSV / OTHER TRANSITS                47

77• 70 ships in port



2011 2011 Monthly TransitsMonthly Transits
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09/10/11 09/10/11 Month ComparisonMonth Comparison
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1997 1997 –– 2011 2011 TRANSITSTRANSITS
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DEEP DRAFT MOVEMENTDEEP DRAFT MOVEMENT

Deep Draft Movement (+40 feet)

227 244 267 220 200

287
Deep Draft Movement  (+40 feet)

227 267 200
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INCIDENT SUMMARY INCIDENT SUMMARY –– 2011 2011 

130 INCIDENTS (118for 10) UP 10%

65 VESSEL CASUALTIES  +3.2%
23 GROUNDINGS  -28.1%
17 MISCELLANEOUS  +54.5% 
13 COLLISIONS  +225%
12  ALLISIONS  +20%
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Transit to Incident Ratio Transit to Incident Ratio 
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2011 2011 VESSEL CASUALTIESVESSEL CASUALTIES
65 TOTAL VSL   
CASUALTIES C ltiCASUALTIES
• 37 SHIP
• 26 TOW 100

120
Casualties

• 26 TOW
• 2   Other

11- 1 Casualty /2508 Transits
60
80

11 1 Casualty /2508 Transits
10- 1 Casualty/2589 Transits
09- 1 Casualty/ 2297 Transits 0

20
40

08- 1 Casualty/ 1514 Transits
07- 1 Casualty/ 2077 Transits

0 2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
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Ship CasualtiesShip Casualties
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2011 2011 SHIP CASUALTIES SHIP CASUALTIES 
37 TOTAL SHIP CASUALTIES
• 76% Propulsion Failures76% Propulsion Failures
• 14% Steering
• 10% Other

1 Ship Casualty per 623 Transits in 11
1 Ship Casualty per 546 Transits in 101 Ship Casualty per 546 Transits in 10
1 Ship Casualty per 461 Transits in 09
1 Ship Casualty per 344 Transits in 081 Ship Casualty per 344 Transits in 08
1 Ship Casualty per 525 Transits in 07
1 Shi C lt 552 T it i 06

1616

1 Ship Casualty per 552 Transits in 06



Tow CasualtiesTow Casualties
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2011 2011 TOW CASUALTIES TOW CASUALTIES 
26 TOTAL TOW CASUALTIES
• 46% Steering Related46% Steering Related
• 27% Propulsion Related
• 27% Other7% Ot e

1 Tow Casualty per 4,955 Transits in 11
1 Tow Casualty per 6 337 Transits in 101 Tow Casualty per 6,337 Transits in 10
1 Tow Casualty per 5,951 Transits in 09
1 Tow Casualty per 3 368 Transits in 081 Tow Casualty per 3,368 Transits in 08
1 Tow Casualty per 3,986 Transits in 07
1 T C l 3 988 T i i 06

1818

1 Tow Casualty per 3,988 Transits in 06



GROUNDINGSGROUNDINGS 20112011GROUNDINGS GROUNDINGS 20112011
23 groundings (down 28%)23 groundings (down 28%)

REPORTED CAUSAL FACTORS
• CURRENT
• OPERATOR ERROR O O O
• ATON 
• WINDWIND 
• SURGED BY ANOTHER VESSEL
• WEATHERWEATHER
• SHOALING
• UNKNOWN

1919

UNKNOWN



2010 GROUNDINGS 2010 GROUNDINGS 

32 TOTAL 
GROUNDINGS -11%

70

80

2011 HotspotsCross x 4
• 27 TOW GROUNDINGS

o 1 PER 4,695 TOW 
TRANSITS 50

60

70 2011 HotspotsCross  x 4
LT 152

LT 100
o 13% DECREASE 

FROM ‘09
• 5 SHIP GROUNDINGS 30

40

50

SHIPS
• 5 SHIP GROUNDINGS

o 1 PER 4,480 SHIP 
TRANSITS 

o 1% DECREASE FROM
10

20
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o 1% DECREASE FROM 
‘09 0
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2011 Hotspots2011 Hotspots
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2011 ALLISIONS +20%2011 ALLISIONS +20%
12 ALLISIONS

7 INVOLVING TOWS

20

25

4 INVOLVING SHIPS

1 INVOLVING 10

15

1 INVOLVING 
BREAKAWAY 
BARGE

5

10

0
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2011 Collisions +225%2011 Collisions +225%
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HISTORICAL CHANNELHISTORICAL CHANNELHISTORICAL CHANNEL HISTORICAL CHANNEL 
CLOSURESCLOSURES
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Reports of UnsafeReports of UnsafeReports of Unsafe Reports of Unsafe 
Moorings (Slack Lines)Moorings (Slack Lines)

• Increase of 40% 180Increase of 40%
• Avg speed of 

vessel reported

162

129

153

140

160

vessel reported 
causing damage 
or parted lines

117 113 110
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P t dor parted lines 
< =5.9 kts

40

60

80
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0

20
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MAJOR EVENTS MAJOR EVENTS 2011 2011 
Tallow Spill and Clean-ups at City Docks

f f i kTransfer of containers to a Tanker 
Significant channel maintenance and facility 
dredging
Broken Spud from Dredge at LT 90p g
Some quality time with NTSB on two incidents 

2828



ATON KNOCKDOWNS ATON KNOCKDOWNS -- 20112011
60 SELF-REPORTED 
KNOCKDOWNS
(48% OF TOTAL CY ’11 
KNOCKDOWNS)

LEADING CAUSES 
(dual causes)
• WIND AND CURRENT 

(60%)
• TRAFFIC DENSITYTRAFFIC DENSITY 

(30%) (dredging)
• OPERATOR ERROR 

(15%)

2929
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Cost/RecoveredCost/Recovered
65/207 85/216 46/182

Cost Recouped

269,906 226 125

Cost Recouped

226,125

108,540
68,218

,

2007 2008 2009 2010 20112007 2008 2009 2010 2011
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CURRENT INITIATIVESCURRENT INITIATIVES
VTS Redesign
VTS COOPVTS COOP
VTS Move to Ellington
T A/T O P iTurn A/T Over to Prevention
Industry Partnerships Continue:
• Waterways Optimization
• Anchorage Monitoring/Posting
• Fleeting and Push in• Fleeting and Push-in
• Pilot Dispatch Outreach
• Dredging Coordination 

3131
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VTS RedesignVTS Redesign
• Authorized but not funded/resourced

Extend AOR Entrance to GB Buoy– Extend AOR Entrance to GB Buoy
– Extend East to MM 343 (3 miles)

Extend West to MM 363 (11 Miles)– Extend West to MM 363 (11 Miles)
– Old River and San Jacinto (no fleets)

Red ce/Alter c rrent check points– Reduce/Alter current check points
– Add a Frequency and Sector (21a)

I P l– Increase Personnel

3232



VTS ContactsVTS Contacts
Steve Nerheim, Director VTS Houston/Galveston
• (713) 678-9090  Steven.W.Nerheim@uscg.mil

Warner Welch, Deputy Director VTS Houston/Galveston, p y
(713) 671-5136  Richard.W.Welch@uscg.mil

OSCS Wendell, Operations Officer
• (713) 678-9029 Adam.J.Wendell@uscg.mil( ) @ g

Vessel Traffic Center, Watch Supervisor 24hrs
• (713) 671-5103  vtshouws@uscg.mil

VTS Webpage – www uscg mil/d8/vts/houston-galvestonVTS Webpage www.uscg.mil/d8/vts/houston-galveston

Waterways Contact
CDR Mike Zidik Waterways ManagementCDR Mike Zidik, Waterways Management
• (713) 671-5164 Michael.S.Zidik@uscg.mil

Margaret Brown, Waterways Management
• (713) 678-9001 Margaret A Brown@uscg mil

3333

• (713) 678-9001  Margaret.A.Brown@uscg.mil


