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South Dakota Specific Information 

Registered Boats 60,094 Ranking #42 

 

Documented vessel—exempt from state numbering requirements if 
  on state waters less than 60 days. 

 

Minimum Operator Age 

  

 Motorboats: No person under twelve years of age may operate a 
motorboat propelled by a motor of more than six horsepower unless 
there is a person eighteen years of age or older on board the motor-
boat. 

 Personal Watercraft: No person under the age of fourteen may 
operate a personal watercraft, regardless of horsepower, unless there 
is a person eighteen years of age or older on board the PWC. An ex-
ception to this law may be made in the case of an emergency. 

 

Life Jackets Wear 

 

 All children under seven years of age must wear a PFD on  
 any vessel operating at greater than slow - no wake   
 speed, unless they are below deck or in an enclosed   
 cabin.  

 Each person on board a PWC 

 

Boating Under the Influence 

 

 .08 BAC 

  
























