
Boating Law Administrator 
Major Thomas Roam 
PO Box 1368 

Jefferson City, MO 65102-1368 
Phone: 573-751-0263 



Missouri Specific Information 
Registered Boats 314,131 Ranking #14 

 

Documented vessel -  Missouri law requires the owner of any vessel documented by 
the U.S. Coast Guard to apply for a documented vessel certificate of registration; pay 
a registration fee based on the length of the vessel; and, if it is a recreational vessel, 
pay an "in-lieu" watercraft tax. 

 

 

Minimum Operator Age 

  

 All persons must be at least 14 years of age to operate a motorboat or PWC  

  legally unless under the direct, on-board supervision of a parent, guardian, 
  or other person 16 years of age or older. 

 All persons born after January 1, 1984, who operate any vessel on the lakes of 
  the State of Missouri must have on board their boating safety identification 
  card issued by the Missouri State Water Patrol (MSWP) along with a photo 
  I.D.  

  

Life Jackets Wear 

 

 Children under 7 years of age must wear a USCG—approved PFD at all times 
  while on board any vessel, unless the child is confined in a totally en 
  closed area of the vessel such as the cabin area of a houseboat or      
  day-cruiser.  

 Each person on board a PWC 

 

Boating Under the Influence 

 

 .10 BAC 

  

   

http://www.boat-ed.com/mo/handbook/documented.htm#watercrafttax#watercrafttax



























