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Iowa Specific Information 
Registered Boats 247,190  Ranking #21 

 

Documented vessel—Any documented vessel used upon the waters of the 
State for more than 60 days in any calendar year shall be registered.  Ac-
cording to Iowa regulations the numbers and decal must be displayed.   

 

Minimum Operator Age 

  

 An owner or operator of a vessel propelled by a motor of more than ten 
horsepower shall not permit any person under twelve years of age to operate 
the vessel unless accompanied in or on the same vessel by a responsible 
person of at least eighteen years of age who is experienced in motorboat op-
eration. A person who is twelve years of age or older but less than eighteen 
years of age shall not operate any vessel propelled by a motor of more than 
ten horsepower unless the person has successfully completed a department 
approved watercraft safety course and obtained a watercraft safety certificate 
or is accompanied in or on the same vessel by a responsible person of at 
least eighteen years of age who is experienced in motorboat operation. A 
person required to have a safety certificate shall carry and shall exhibit or 
make available the certificate upon request of an officer of the department. 

 

Life Jackets Wear 

 

 No state regulation federal regulation applies.  

 Each person on board a PWC 

 

Boating Under the Influence 

 

 .08 BAC 

  

   






























