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Illinois Specific Information 
Registered Boats 373,530 Ranking #11 

 

Documented vessel—Any documented vessel used upon the waters of the State for more 
than 60 days in any calendar year shall be registered, the Illinois registration decals are to 
be displayed on either side of the documented name of the vessel. 

 

Minimum Operator Age 

  

 No person under 10 years of age may operate a motorboat. 

 Persons at least 10 years of age and less than 12 years of age may operate a    
  motorboat only if they are accompanied on the motorboat and under the     
  direct control of a parent or guardian, or a person at least 18 years of age 
  designated by a parent or guardian. 

 Persons at least 12 years of age and less than 18 years of age may operate a    
  motorboat only if: 

  a. they are accompanied on the motorboat and under the direct control of a 
   parent or guardian or 

  b. a person at least 18 years of age designated by a parent or guardian or 

  c. such motorboat operator is in possession of a Boating Safety Certificate 
   issued by the Department of Natural Resources, Division of           
   Education or a valid certificate issued by another state, a province of 
   the Dominion of Canada, the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary or 
   the United States Power Squadron. 

 

Life Jackets Wear 

 

 Each child under the age of thirteen, on vessels under 26 feet, unless such child 
  is below deck or in an enclosed cabin.  

 Each person on board a PWC 

 

Boating Under the Influence 

 

 .08 BAC 

  

   






























