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From: Commander, First Coast Guard District (m) 
To: Distribution 

Subj: SHIPLIEKT OF AUTOMOBILES ABOARD VESSELS 

Ref (a) Federal Register, Vol. 61, No. 187 of 25 Sep 1996 
(b) Federal Resister, Vol. 62. No. 87 of6 May 1997 

1. Recently, the ports in the First District have experienced a surse in the number of small 
freight vessels exporting automobiles to various developing Caribbean nations such as Haiti. 
However, many of these foreign coastal freighters are unfami!iar nith U.S. regulations regarding 
shipment of motor vehicles. Subsequently, motor vehicles are being loaded aboard vessels in 
unsafe conditions resultins in significant delays and costs to the shippers for violations of 49 
CFR. However, until July 1996 the requirement for advance notification of arrival (33 CFR 160) 
did not apply to vessels of less than 1,600 gross tons, vvhich limited boardin,os to those vessels 
discovered in port. Because the requirement for advance arrival notification \vas amended by 
reference (a) and now includes vessels greater than 300 gross tons. each COTP should be aware 
of these activities and schedule cargo monitors and vessel boarding as appropriate. 

2. Additionally, Activities New York has compiled a list of freight vessels which are known to 
carry automobiles for export. Though not inclusive, enclosure (1) may be used as guidance for 
future boardinss in your port. Enclosure (2) is a summary of the requirements for the shipment 
of motor vehicles aboard vessels. First issued as a Marine Safety Information Bulletin by MS0 
Boston in 1995, this information contains the revised requirements included in reference (b). 
This enclosure may be used as guidance by boarding teams and may be distributed to vessel 
ouners, operators. and shipping on the regulatory requirements. 

Encl: (1) List of foreign freight vessels 
(2) Guidance for shipment of motor vehicles aboard vessels 

Copy: LANTAREA (Am) 

Dist: All CGDONE MSOs 
Activities New York 



VESSEL NAME 

KIS SOEBYE 

, PACIFIC M4KO 

AKADEMIC GUBER 

PR4MS KUXTI 

JEANIE BROW3 

MED RECORD 

SOUTHGATE 

NARVA 

R4INBOW HOPE 

OSV ALM4 ATA II 

JYTTE D.\NIELSEN 

VILJAic’DI 

PHOENIX SPIRIT 

CARIB SEA 

HIND 

ILH.4 DO FOG0 

FLAG 

DA 

CJ 

UP 

MT 

CY 

AC 

BF 

EO 

KO 

PN 

BF 

EO 

HO 

BF 

PN 

PN 

VIN 

L82 14205 

L712-1271 

L7359826 

L7524566 

L8116130 

L78 12892 

LS50386 

L7831018 

L.7710733 

L7122300 

L77029+! 

L7740165 

L6617025 

L7409102 

L7430369 

L.6915611 

ENCLOSURE( / ) 



SHIPhIENT OF .~UTO~IOBILES XBO.ARD VESSELS 

The r2gulntions go\.srning th2 shipment of motor vehiclss on board \.esssls ar2 contained in Title 
49 CuJc of Federal Rezularions (CFR) Parts 17 I. 172; 173 and 176. l‘hcsz rczulations present 
ihe shippzr Lvith three options wh2n shippins any motor vchicls or mechanized equipment 
polvered by an int2mal combustion engine using liquid fuel: 

OPTION Oh-E: 

The first option is to ship the ~shic!,::, ::: ycneral cargo. X v2hicls Lvhich fits into any of the 
follo\\.ins catsgorirls is not consid2xd hazardous and are therefore is exempt from these 
regulations: 

1. 1~ehicles Lvirh an internal combustion engine which ~152s liquid fusl lvirh a flashpoint of 
less than 38 d2gees C (100 desrezs F). th2 fuel tar-k is 2mpr)‘. and the 2nzine is run until 
i[ stalls for lack of fuel. 

2. Vzhicl2s Lvith an internal combustion engine Lvhich 1~2s liquid fuel Lvirh a flashpoint 
geater than 35 degrses C (100 degees F). the fuel tanl; contains lsss than 1 10 gallons of 
fuel and the fusl s>xern do2s not leak. 

3. 1’ehisles \\.hich are stolved in a hold or compartm2nr d<jign;ltcd b!. th2 administration of 
ths country in ivhich the ~.2ss21 is registered to be spxialiy suited for vehiclrs (see A6 
CFR 70.1 O--L! and A6 CFR 90.1 O-38 for U.S. vessels 1. 

OPTIOX ‘TIVO: 

The second option is to ship the \.2hicles as hazardous mat2r;al and comply Lvith the regulations 
in 49 CFR 176.905. In addition to th2 beloiv listed requirements. Shipping Papers for each 
vehicle and a Dangerous Carso Xlanifest for the vessei must be prspared. The folloLving 
requirsments apply: 

a) The \.ehicls must be ins?ectsd for fue! leaks and eiecrrical faults prior to loading: 
b) The fuel tank must be less than one quarter tank full: 
c) Whenever possible. each vehicle must be stoived to allow access for insp2ction during 

transit; 
d) Those ::ehicles \vith fuel in th2ir tanks and stoLv2d in a closed frei_cht container must 

contain the follo\ving warnins affixed to the door: “\~‘AR~ING-~l.-~’ CONTAIN 
EXPLOSIVE MIXTURES WITH AIR-KEEP IGNTIOS SOURCES A\V;AY WHEN 
OPENING.” 

e) Th2 vehicle’s key must be removed from the ignition; 
fj TL~O portable dry chemical fire estinsuishers of aI l2zt ten pounds capacity must bt: 

separately located in a space accessible to th2 hold or compartm2nt; 
gj “NO SMOKING” signs must be conspicuously posted at 2ach access opening to the hold 

or compartment; 

ENCLOSURE( Z- ) 



h) 

i> 

j> 

k) 

Each porrabk e, ‘ecrrical light used in the sto~vage area must be explosion proot’. In 
addition. electrical connections for portable lishrs must be made to outle:s outside the 
StO\Vage SpX?: 
Each hold or comparrment must be \.entilated and tirted \\.ith an overhead water sprinkler 
s>.stem or fixed fire extinguishing s>wm: 
Each hold or compartment m!~si be fitted lvith a smoke or fire detection system capable ~71 
alertins bridge personnel: 
All non-espiosion proofflecrrical equipment must be disconnected from the po\vsr source 
outside the hold. Further. the s\virch or circuit breaker must be locked in the open 
posirion: 

OPT103 ‘FIIREE: 

In lieu ofshippiq in accordance lvith U.S. resulsrions. the vehicles may be rransporred under the 
International blaririme Dangerous Goods Code (ILlDG> Code ivhich essential!y contains the 
same requirements as 49 CFR. Contact the Coast Guard Captain of the Parr for additional 
information to a\.oid costi). delays. 

KOTE: Special precnutlon should be taken to a\.oid the shipment ofsasoline. liquid propane anl! 
other hazardous mar&k n-hish x-i’ I::~I permitted to be sxred in containers placed insiL!c‘ 
vehicles. Shipxrs mus: be C?IXii: [!:A! 1!:2se materials xc remo\.ed prior to rr3nsit 


