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From: Commander, Eighth Coast Guard District 
To: Distribution 

Subj: ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION 

1. Enclosure (1) is forwarded for your information. 

Encl: (1) COXDT (G-MOC-2) ltr 16711 G-MOC Policy Ltr No. 7-97 of 
11 June 1997 

Dist: All Eighth District MSOs, MSU and MSDs 



U.S. Department 
of 
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21CO Second Street. S.W 
Washington. DC 20593-0001 
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16711 
G-3fOC Policy Ltr No. 7-97 

From: Commandant . 
To: Distribution 

Subj: ISSU.ASCE OF CERTIFICATE OF fiSPECTION (COI) 

Ref: (a) iLlarine Safety Manual: Vol II, Section 6.C.I 

1. At a recent meetins nith offshore industry personnel and congressional staffers: we received 
seTier31 compl3ints that vessel o\v-ne:s were unable to get Certificates of Inspection (COI) for new 
vessels until 3fter a Certificate of Documentation (COD) had been issued. It has never been our 
intention to withhold or delay issuance of the CO1 until after the COD is issued 3nd received by 
the vessel owner. In cases Lvhere a vessel has successfully completed the inspection for 
certification and 3 valid application for documentation h3s been received by the Coast Guard, 
issuance of the CO1 should not be delayed in order to allow for processing and issu3nce of the 
COD. 

2. It is not necessary to await the COD for the vessel’s tonnage as it is z~.xiiabie from the V.S. 
Tonnage Cenificate issued by those organizations authorized to adme3sure vessels (currently the 
America Eure3u of Shipping and Det Norske V’erit3s). If there 3rz i;ues;ic,ns 2bOUt this Oi O:f;?F 

items concerning the vessel’s documentstion, the inspector should check the M3rir-x Safety 
Information System record or contact the Coast Guard National Vessel Documentation Center 
directly at (304) 271-2506. 

3. The above polio< -v will be published in 3 future change to the M3rine Safety Manu31. A cop) 
of the drafi change is attached. 

/ // 

’ ‘EYG direction 
’ /’ - 1-j 

Encl: (1) Draft Change to ;CISM 

Dis:: All G-h1 Offices Marine Safety Center 
All District (m) Ofsces USCG’PJ3S Liaison Office: 
Kational hlaritime Center USCGAISC Liaison Of5ce: 
hlritine Sakty School 



Marine Safety hlanual? Vol II, Section 6.C.l rewrite: 

1. General Provisions. 46 U.S.C. Chapter 33 requires that certain vessels possess a 
Certificate of lnspecrion (CO&). Issuance of this certificate is dependent upon the 
satisfactory completion of an inspection for certification. Retention of the CO1 
depends upon the continued maintenance of the vessel in a safe operating condition. 
The Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection is authorized to issue permanent COIs 
generated by the Ma&e Safety Information System (see chapter 3 of this volume), or 
Temporary COIs (Fok CG-8%) pending issuance of the permanent form, when 
satisfied that the vessel in question complies with all applicable s*xues and 
re,oulations and can be operated safely without endangering life or property. 

Frequently the inspection for certification for a new vessel is completed before the 
vessel’s Certification of Documentation (COD) has been issued. In cases where the 
application for doctirentarion has been received by the Coast Guard Sational Vessel 
Documentation Center, the issuance of the CO1 should not be de!ayed aaairin,o 
receipt of the COD. For questions regarding a pending vessel documentation. the 
inspector should contact the National Vessel Documentation Center directly. 


