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U.S. Department Commandant 2100 Secend Street, SW.
of Transportation f§ United States Coast Guard Washirgton, DC 20533-C0C1

Staff Symbol: G-MOC-2
Phone: 202} 267-1454
FAX: {202) 267-0506

United States
Coast Guard

16700

MAR | O 1997
From: Commandant (G-MOC)

To: Distribution

Subj: MANNING REQUIREMENT EXEMPTION FOR VESSELS WITH GLOBAL
MARITIME DISTRESS & SAFETY SYSTEM (GMDSS)

Ref: (a) Final Rule, Conforming the Maritime Service Rules to the Provisions of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, FCC 96-156, [61 FR 19538]
(b) International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as
amended

1. In reference (a) the Federal Communications Commission established criteria for the
exemption of U.S. passenger vessels and U.S. cargo vessels of 1,600 GT or more from
the radiotelegraph provisions of Part I of Title III of the Communications Act, including
the requirement for a Radio Officer when operating on an international voyage. Fora
vessel to qualify, it must fully comply with the requirements for the GMDSS contained in
47 CFR Subpart W, provided in enclosure (1), and the U.S. Coast Guard must determine
that the vessel has the GMDSS equipment installed and in good working condition.

Ships meeting these requirements may also qualify for an exemption from the radio
direction-finding equipment carriage requirement found in regulation V/12(p) of
reference (b).

2. The policy and guidance provided in enclosure (2) provides the necessary information
to allow the OCMI to determine if a vessel has met the criteria for an exemption. It will
eventually be incorporated into Chapter 9 of the Marine Safety Manual, Volume I,
Material Inspection.

3. Enclosure (3) is an aid to assist in determining a vessel’s compliance with the
exemption requirements. Additional information on maritime sea areas for determining
the areas of operations for U.S. ships is provided in enclosure (4).

4. Currently, most ships operating in the U.S. will meet the requirements for ships
operating in sea area A3. The U.S. presently has no sea area Al, and will not have sea
area A2 fully available until 1999. More information on sea areas and GMDSS,
including the FCC rules contained in enclosure (1), may be obtained from the Office of
Communications Systems, Spectrum Management Division (G-SCT-2) at

(202) 267-2860, email: cgcomms@comdt.uscg.mil, or on the Internet at
http://www.navcen.uscg.mil/marcomms/gmdss/gmdss.htm.



Subj: MANNING REQUIREMENT EXEMPTION FOR VESSELS WITH GMDSS

5.- Questions regarding this policy should be directed to the Vessel Compliance Division.

Commandant (G-MOC-2), at (202) 267-1464.

.E. SCHRINNER

Captain, U.S. Coast Guard

Chief, Office of Compliance

By direction of the Commandant -

Encl: (1) 47 CFR 80, Subpart W
(2) GMDSS Compliance Determination Policy
(3) USCG GMDSS Compliance Checklist
(4) Printout from USCG NAVCEN web site on maritime sea areas

Dist:  all COTP’s and OCMTI’s
all District(m)
National Maritime Center
Marine Safety School, RTC Yorktown
FCC’s Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
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Commandant (G-SCT-2)
U.S. Coast Guard 4 May 1996
Washington DC 20593

{Note: These are the U.S. Federal Communications Commission
regulations concerning the Global Maritime Distress and Safety
Svstem (GMDSS), scanned from the October 1, 1995 edition of the
Code of Federal Regulations, 47, Part 80 to End. Note that
because this text was scanned, there may be errors in the text.

If you s2e such errors, please notify us at the email address
cecomms{@cgsmtp.uscg.mil.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION REGULATIONS
47 CFR 80

Subpart W-Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS)
SOURCE: 57 FR 9063, Mar. 16, 1992, unless otherwise noted.

This subpart contains the rules applicable to the Global Maritime
Distress and Safety System (GMDSS). Every ship of the United
States subject to part IT of title IIT of the Communications Act or
the Safety Convention must comply with the provisions of this
subpart. The rules in this subpart are to be read in conjunction
with the applicable requirements contained elsewhere in this part;
however, in case of conflict, the provisions of this subpart shall
govern with respect to the GMDSS. For the purposes of this sub-
part, distress and safety communications include distress, urgency,
and safety calls and messages.

NOTE: No provision of this subpart is intended to eliminate, or
in anyway modify, other requirements contained in this part with
respect to part I of title III of the Communications Act.
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Inspection For Mannincg Reguirement Exemption For Vessels With
GMDSS. In 15988, the international maritime community agresi Lo
replace the radiotelegraph as the recuired installaticn with the
Global Distress & Safety Syvstem (GMDS3I), an autometed ship-shore
cistress and safetv radio communications system thnz:t relies cn
satellites and advanced terrestrial systems. 2Accordingly, the
Tederal Communications Commission (FCC) adopted rules Iimplementing
the international GMDSS reguirements in 47 CFR 80 for U.S. +wessels
in 1992. Section 206 of the Telecommunications Act oI 18¢s5
eliminated the radiotelecraph carriage reculrements for ezzn
CMDSS-equipped vessel. This inclucdes removing the Racdio Cificer
from & vessel’s regquired manning, so lcng &s the U.S. Ccasz Zusr?
determines that the vessel has the GMDSS equirment instzllszd znd
in gocod working condition.
1. Definitions.

a. Cargo Ship Safexzyv Radiotelegraphy Certificats - a
certificate issued ziter inspecction ©of & cargg snic
radiotelegrenn szzaiion which cemplies with acplicazls Salfzcw
Convention radic reguirements.

b. Cargo Ship - is defined as any ship that is no:t & vasszanger
ship.

c. Carco Ship Safetv Radiotelephony Certificats - a cerziiicazsz
issued after inspection of a cargo ship raclictelenncns
station which ccmplies with applicable Safetyv Convenzicn
reguirementcs.

d. Clokal Maritime Dis:iress and Safety Svstem (GMDSS) - a-
International Maritime Organization (IMO) worldwide
coordinated maritime distress system cesigned to provils o=
rapid transfer of distress messages from vessels In ZJizirsss
to units best suited for giving or ccordirnating assiszzncs
The system inclucdes standardized equipment and cperazicrnal
rrccedures, unicue icentifiers for each staticn, and oz
integrated use cf freguency beands and radio systems o
ensure the transmission and recepiion of distress and szf=szo-
czlls and messages &t short, medium and long ranges.

e. Maritime Sez Arsas - for the purposes of GMDSS reguirsmenzs,
& ship’'s arez of operations is cdefined as follows:

(1) Sez area A1 - & area within the radio:telephone corerzcs
of at leazst cne VEEF coast gkaticn in which continizus
DSC alerting is evailabple as cefined bv the
International Mzritime Organizaticon (INO)
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(2) Sea area A2 - an area, excluding sez area AL, witnin ==
radiotelephone coverage of at least cne Mr ccas:t sta:
in which cortinuous DSC alerting is available as ceii. .

a A3 - an area, excluding sez a
the coverage of an INMARSAT ¢eos
te in which continuous alerting i

(5) Maritime sez areas are delinsated in the International
Maritime Organization Publicztion GMDISS Master =lzn c:
Shore-RBased Facilitcies (GMDSS Circ.’)

Pazssenger Ship - any ship that carries or is licensed cr

certifica-ed to carry more than twelve passencers.

Fassenger Ship Safetyv Certificate - & certificaze issuel v

tre Commancant of the Coast CGuard afcer inspection ci &

passenger ship which complies wizh the rsgulrements ¢ zIIe

Safety Conventiocon

Safezy Certificate - refers to & Cargo Ship Szaziezy

Radiotelegraphy Certificate, Cargo Ship Radiotzleprnony

Certificate, or Passenger Ship Safety Certiiflicate

Safetv Conventlcn - the Internacional Convention for Seiszy

0f Life at Sea, 1974, &s amended , &and the annex LoeIr=tC

(SOLAS 74, as amend=d).

e

liance Determirnation.
ts

Safety Certificate.
Certificate Tnhe Ce
and accassiole place

MDSS Licensed Operators. A vessel must carry &t least Twe
cersons nolding GMDSS Racdlio Operator's Licenses é&s sgeciili=s:z
i~ 247 CFR 12.2 Eor digurass and safety radicCCmmUnICATICNS
purposes, one OI whom has to be dssicgnated as che primery
operatcr CUILLG &I emeIrgency.

(YD)
(A
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Maintenance Requirements. Requlred GMDSS radio egu

must be maintained to provide the availability of t-
S
1

functional requirements and performance standards
in 47 CFR 80. The ship’s maintenance program shoul
explicit reference to GMDSS equipment to ensure cn-

shoreside plans are taken into account.

(1) On shios engaged on voyages 1n sea a
availability of functioning GMDSS equ
by duplication of equipment, .ore-bas

n or a--sez electronic mai c

re
mainte ce, incenance
capability, or any combination 0f tnhsse.

(2) On ships engaged cn voyages 1n sea areas A3 anc A%, ths
availability of functioning ecuipment must be ensured oo
using & combineation of at least two of the follcwing
merhods: duplication ¢f eguigment, shore-tased
meintenance, or at-sea electreonic malntenance
capepllity.

(3) Maintenance methcés. The OCMI shall chsck the ICLIOWiIng

mining adeguacy of the maintenancs metlicas

Equipment i1s used, the vesse

(z) Duplication of Equipment. I; du
requirements in 47 CFR 8v._705(

(b) Shore-Eased Malntenancs Demonstraticn c¢ci shcre-
based maintenance should ke provided in the Zcrm ci
2 contracz or other agreement betwesn the wvessel
and z ghcore-kaced electronics malintenance CCIDany”
The ship’s master is responsible for providing
sufficient information to satisfy the OCMI Mezars
for enforcing this reguirement are still belng
developed and are subject to change.

(c) At-Sea Electronic Maintenance Capability. 2 wvesssl
using this method must carry at least one g.a’iified
GMDSS Radic Mazintainer. GMDSS Radio Maintainer
must holé one of the following licenses:

(1) GMDSS Mzintziner’s License.

The Federal Comm::icatic:
1 S

GMDSS eguipment

9-13
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oucq (c). The CCMI may also ChECm entries in the
telephone Log to ensure GMDSS ecuipment has been .tes
i tr o!

and in good working condition. The inspection concucted b
the Coast CGuaré to make a determinetion that a vessel mes
the exemption reguirements will 1nclude, at a minimum, the
documentation check specified above in sections 13.F.3 (&)
o8¢

1=

[$3}

i‘f):HO(D
O

’
L

demonstrating it to ke capable of mesting all distre
safetv functions prior to the ship departing each port, &
required by 47 CFR 80.1105(e) anc 8(.409(e) and may &asx the
rzster how these tests are performed. The OCMI mey &iso as-
that the GMDSS operator to demonstrate an ability to
communicate over at least two GMDSS systems, Show that the
NAUVTEX and Inmarsat SafetyNET receivers are wcerking, cr shcw
tre EPIRB built-in test works. If the OCMI has any coubtis
cr corcerns about the technical adeguacy oI the GMDSS
eguipment l“Stall:thD, the suiltability of eleccrical wirin
to interconnect components of the eguipment, cr the proger
raintznance andé efficient operation of the GMDSS egulirment,
“rey should ccnsult with the local FCC representatlive Zeiors
taking further action.
4, has checked for compliance wizih
ve and made the determinaticn
nt is installed and in gocc
o Officer shall be resmoved Ircm the
ssel’s COI endorsed with the
GMDSS and snall ke provicsd wiih
who possess certificates issuecd O
nications Commissicn attesting o
raticn of GMDSS, and 1f the at-
en, at least one rerson
A& to them from the Federzl
sting to their gualification in
EXenD: Feguestsg from ROF Carriace Reguiryements. SOLAS 72
recuil 211 vessels 1600 GT or greater, engaged on internzaticnac
VOVEG to be fitted with a radio direction-finding (RDF)
ecuipment. The OCMI/COT? may grant an exemption from this
reculi ent to those U.S. ships that fully cormply with the GXDES
reguli ents contained in 47 CFR Subpart W and have an operar._s
GzS iver installed
1. Review for ITxempticon. Upon receipt c¢f a reguest Ior an
exemoticn from the EDT carrizge reguiremenits in SOLAS T4, tne
OCMT will check to ensure that the ship fully complies with the
Zollcwing requirenents

9-14
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a. Compliance with GMDSS. The ship must be in full compliance
with GMDSS reqguirements. A ship 1s considered in compliancs
with GMDSS reguirements if it meets the criteriz Zound in
section J.3 of this chapter.

b. GPS Carriage. The ship must have an operable G2S rzceiver
installed.

ssuvance of Exemption. If the OCMI/COTP finds that z ship
esets the reguirements, an Exemption Certificate, form CG-%87
ili be issued granting the exemption. Once issued, :the
xemption Certificate shall be attached to the appliczatie
afety Certificate (either the Cargo Ship Safety Eguicment
ercificate or Passenger Ship Safety C:::ifica:e). Zorendix
3-2 provides an examnle of a completed Exemption Cerziiica:s
re following informaticn will be filled on the Exemz:iicon
artificate

a The authority for this exemptilion is regulaticn V/.Z (D)

b The requirement that the ship is exempted frcem 1z regulzzico
V/12 (o)

Cc. The condition on which the Exemption Certificate 1s ¢rzniel
is: “This ship must comply with the GMDSS reguiremsncs
found in Title 47, Ccde of Federzl Regulations., Subpart w.

te will be valid until tne Szie:zv

d. The Exemption Certi a
ich it is attached expires.

Certificate to wh

9-15
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EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE

1330z unler the previsions of the

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SAFETY

v

OF LIFE AT SEA, 1974, as amended

unZarirs

ity nf b S ausrmmane AF
z ity of the Covernmen: Cf
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

by tna UNITZES STATES COAST CUARD
Farticulars of Ship
\
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THIS IS TO CERTIFY:
Tha!this shipis, undar the autherily cenferred Ly reguiaten : -




EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE

Cencitons, if any, on which the Exempticn Centificate is gramted: —=.5 cniz ~-w ~ooote. .o

Voyaces, if any, for which the Exemption Carificats is granted: =2

“e mma e

This certificate is valid until 31 222 ¢
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Cnit: U.S. Coast Guard Date:
GMDSS Exemption Evaluation
Checklist

Vessel Name: VIN: MMST: Call Sign:

1. Documentation of Inspection. (47 CFR 80.1067)

D a. Has valid Safety Centificate [ssue Date: Expiration Date:

2. GMDSS Operators. (47 CFR 80.1073)

D a. Has at least 2 licensed GMDSS (1) License #. Expiration Date:

Operators
(2) License #: Expiration Date:

3. Maintenance Requirements. (47 CFR 80.11053)
a. engages in voyages In:

D (1) Areas Al and A2

if checked, ship must ensure availability is maintained by at least one of the methods listed in 3.b.

D (2) Areas A3 and A4

if checked. ship must ensure availability is maintained by at least two of the methods listed in 3.b
b. has at least one or two of the following (as applicable):
D (1) duplication of equipment (complies with 47 CFR 80.1103(g))
D (2) demonstration of shore-based matntenance:

Company’s name: Effective Date:

Address: Expiranon Date.

(3) at-sea elecwomics maintenance capability
D (a) Has qualified GMDSS Radio Maintainer. Personnel holds one cof the following licenses:
[[] - GMDSS Radio Maintainer's License

[:] - GMDSS Radio Operator. Maintainer’s License

4. GPS Requirement ( for RDF exemption only)

D a.  Vesselis equipped with an operable GPS receiver

5. Determination:

[] a. According to the information provided above. the ship in question meets / does not meet (circle one) the requirements
for an exemption.

Enclosure (3) to G-MOC letter 16700 dated #% MON G2



GMDSS and Scarch and Rescue Areas

GMDSS and Search and Rescue Areas

Global Maritime Distress and Safety System Sea Areas

GMDSS sea areas serve two purposes: to describe areas where GMDSS services are available, and to
define what GMDSS ships must carry. Prior to the GMDSS, the number and type of radio safety
equipment ships had to carry depended upon its tonnage. With GMDSS, the number and type of radio
safety equipment ships have to carry depend upon the areas in which they travel. GMDSS sea areas are

defined by governments.

In addition to equipment listed below, all GMDSS-regulated ships must carry a satellite EPIRB. a
NAVTEX receiver (if they travel in any areas served by NAVTEX), an Inmarsat-C SafetvNET receiver
(if they travel in any areas not served by NAVTEX), a DSC-equipped VHF radiotelephone, a VHF
handheld, and a search and rescue radar transponder (SART)

Sea Area Al

An area within the radiotelephone coverage of at least one VHF coast station in which continuous digital
selective calling (ch70) alerting and radiotelephony services are available, as defined by the International
Maritime Organization.

Sea Area A2

An area, excluding sea area Al, within the radiotelephone coverage of at least one MF coast station in
which continuous DSC (2187.5 kHz) alerting and radiotelephony services are available, as defined kv the
International Maritime Organization. GMDSS-regulated ships travelling this area must carry a
DSC-equipped MF radiotelephone in addition to equipment required for Sea Area Al.

A1/A2 Areasin N. and S. America

2tkb gif file.

ENCLOSURE ()

11:05/96 10:57:4 1
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C0dd and Search and Rescue Areas http/wwiw.naveen.uscg. mif MIrzomms emass an

A1/A2 Areas in Europe and Africa

A1/A2 Areas in Asia and W, Pacific

27kb gif file
Solid lines represent actual service areas and dashed lines planned service areas.

Sea Area A3

An area, excluding sea areas Al and A2, within the coverage of an INMARSAT geostationary satellite in
which continuous alerting is available. Ships travelling this area must carty either an Inmarsat A, B or C

ship earth station, or a DSC-equipped HF radiotelephone/telex, in addition to equipment required for an
Al and A2 Area

“=4A3 (Inmarsat) Area

48kb gif file

Sea Area A4

The area outside that covered by areas Al, A2 and A3 is called Sea Area A4 Area. Ships travelling these

polar regions must carry a DSC-equipped HF radiotelephone/telex, in addition to equipment required for
areas Al and AZ2.

Search and Rescue Areas |
ENCLOSURE (v

11/05/96 10:57:42




(GMDSS and Search and Rescue Arcas REEPI/ WWW. NAVEEN.USCE M MATCOMM> ZMUSS 1720

These show the nation or rescue coordination center responsible for coordinating distress emergencies
which occur in these areas. Search and rescue areas are still undefined in many ocean regions.

United States Search and Rescue Area

U.S. SAR Areas of Responsibility

39kb gif file

Atlantic Search and Rescue Area

DU Atlantic SAR Areas of Responsibility

31kb gif file

return to GMDSS

return to Maritime Communications

i)

return to NAVCEN homepage

Last Revised: 6 May 1996
Commandant (G-SCT-2)

U.S. Coast Guard
Washington DC 20593

ENCLOSURE (v)

11/05/96 10:57:43
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