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Subj: M-AXXIXG REQUIREMENT EXEMPTION FOR VESSELS LVITH GLOBAL 
XI-ARITI&lE DISTRESS & SAFETY SYSTEM (G>lDSS) 

Ref: (a) Final Rule, Conforming the Maritime Service Rules to the Provisions of the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996, FCC 96- 156, [6 1 FR 195581 

(b) International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as 
amended 

1. In reference (a) the Federal Communications Commission established criteria for the 
exemption of U.S. passenger vessels and U.S. cargo vessels of 1,600 GT or more from 
the radiotelegraph provisions of Part II of Title III of the Communications Act, including 
the requirement for a Radio Officer when operating on an international voyage. For a 
vessel to qualify, it must fully comply with the requirements for the GhfDSS contained in 
47 CFR Subpart W, provided in enclosure (1) and the U.S. Coast Guard must determine 
that the vessel has the GMDSS equipment installed and in good wokicing condition. 
Ships meetins these requirements may also qualifv for an exemption from the radio 
direction-findin,o equipment carriage requirement found in regulation V/12(p) of 
reference (b). 

2. The policy and guidance provided in enclosure (2) provides the necessary information 
to allow the OCMI to determine if a vessel has met the criteria for an exemption. It will 
eventually be incorporated into Chapter 9 of the Marine Safety Manual, Volume II, 
Material Inspection. 

3. Enclosure (3) is an aid to assist in determining a vessel’s compliance with the 
exemption requirements. Additional information on maritime sea areas for determining 
the areas of operations for U.S. ships is provided in enclosure (4). 

4. Currently, most ships operating in the U.S. will meet the requirements for ships 
operating in sea area A3. The U.S. presently has no sea area Al, and will not have sea 
area A2 fully available until 1999. More information on sea areas and GMDSS, 
includin,o the FCC rules contained in enclosure (l), may be obtained from the Office of 
Communications Systems, Spectrum Management Division (G-SCT-2) at 
(202) 267-2560, email: cgcomms@comdt.uscg.mil, or on the Internet at 
http:ll~~~~~~~.navcen.uscg.milimarcomms/~dss/~~dss.htm. 



Subj: ?vl.0SING REQL’IREMENT EXEMPTIOX FOR !‘ESSELS n’!TH G>IDSS 16700 

5.. Questions regarding this policy should be directed to the Vessel Compliance D.is;ision. 
Commandant (G-MOC-2). at (207 1267- 1464. 

By direction of the Commandant - 
,. -- 

Encl: (1) 
(3 
(3) 
(4) 

47 CFR SO, Subpart W 
GMDSS Compliance Determination Policy 
USCG GMDSS Compliance Checklist 
Printout from USCG NAVCEN web site on maritime sea areas 

Dist: all COTP’s and OCMI’s 
all District(m) 
National Maritime Center 
Marine Safety School, RTC Yorktown 
FCC’s W-ireless Telecommunications Bureau 



Commandant (G-SCT-2) 
U.S. Coast Guard 
1Vashington DC 20593 

4 May 1996 

(Xote: These are the U.S. Federal Communications Commission 
regulations concerning the Global Maritime Distress and Safety 
System (GMDSS), scanned from the October 1, 1995 edition of the 
Code of Federal Regulations, 47, Part 80 to End. Note that 
because this text was scanned, there may be errors in the text. 
If you see such errors, please notify us at the email address 
cgcomms@cgsmtp.uscg.mil. 

FEDERAL COMMUXICATIONS COMMISSION REGULATIONS 

47 CFR SO 

Subpart W-GIobal Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) 

SOURCE: 57 FR 9065, Mar. 16, 1992, unless othenviss noted. 

This subpart contains the rules applicable to the Global Maritime 
Distress and Safety System (GMDSS). Every ship of the United 
States subject to part II of title III of the Communications Act or 
the Safety Convention must comply with the provisions of this 
subpart. The rules in this subpart are to be read in conjunction 
\vi:h the applicable requirements contained elsewhere in this part; 
honever, in case of conflict, the provisions of this subpart shall 
govern n-ith respect to the GIMDSS. For the purposes of this sub- 
part, distress and safety communications include distress, urgency, 
and safe5 calls and messages. 

‘NOTE: Xo provision of this subpart is intended to eliminate, or 
in anyway modify, other requirements contained in this part with 
respect to part II of title III of the Cormnunications Act. 
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J. inspection For Manning Requirement Exemption For C'essels Xi::-. 
Gx3SS. In 1988, the international maritime community acree, t0 

replace the radiotelegraph as the required ins'-! Y -L;o~+ ~,mit:-. -"- rG--5-- L.-C 
Global Distress & Safety System (MDSS), an actona.ted shi>-shore 
;: L&e stress and safety radio communications system that relies on 
satellites and advanced terrestrial systems. P~ccordi~~l~,-, tF_ 
"e&era 1 Communications Commission (FCC) adosted rules ;-7-r---c--;-7 --".> - w...-__ -- __- 
t :? e international WDSS requirements in 47 CFR 80 for G.S. :resse:s 
in 1992. Section 206 of the Telecommunications Act cf l,CC3 
eliminated the radiotelesra9h carriage reqirements fcr c=-'-. -- -_- 
CXDSS-equiooed vessel. This includes -- removing the Radio cffic~r 
from a vessel’s 
determines that 
;n coed working -.a 

1. Definitions. 

recurred nanninq, so 1cn.q as the E.S. ccas: Sl.ard 
the vessel has the CXDSS eqnicment installed and 
condition. 

b. Cargo Shio - is defined as any shil;, that is rot a sass?r,::sr 
ship. 

C. Cargo Ship Safety Radiotelephony Certificate - a cerrificazr 
iss"",; em;-- u-d after inspection of a cargo ship radictel-,.-,..s 
station whic'n ccmglies with applicable Safety Convenrlcn 
recuirements. 

d. Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (C>LDSS) - a . 
International Maritim 2 Organizaticn (1310) worid:%Jide 
coordinated mari time distress system designed to err;-.-lie zhz 
rapid trazsfer cf Elscress messaqes from v&sszls ir Zisrrss 
to units best suited for giving or ccordinatizq asslszarcr. 
The system includes standardized e<uipm.ent an,d cseraricnal 
Frccedures, unique identifiers for each staticn, and zhe 
icteqrated use cf frequency bands and radio systems zs 
erAsure t-e +--ancT+cczo~ ay-d rer,c,?tion of distress a._?C. safe_;- --L...-lll 
calls a.nd messaces at short, medium and ior,? ranges. 

e. >Ia,r itine Sea Areas - for the purposes of G43SS req~lre:ents, 
a s 'rip's area cf operations is defined as f~llo:~s: 
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(3) Sea area A3 - an z.lrea, excicding se2 izreas 2' z-l& :, 7 _- A._, 
WI t'rirl the coverage of ar. IXG,;i,SAT geost~tionzry 
satellite i2 which continuo.zs alerting is ~vaila>le. 

i-i. . Safety Certificate - refers LO z Cargo S‘niz Szfe::; 
Radiotelegrzshy Certificate, Cargo Shi? Radiotzle~kszy 
Cer tificcte, or D- ,cssezger Ship Safety Certificate. 

: _. 
-^ -rr^Y- ---I- 

. -~~~sliczbilit>-. This I;olic-,' z.gplies to e2cl-L U.S. ~as>c-y-- =.-- I 

2.2d each U.S. czrgo S'riD of 1,600 gross tor,s z,nd upme. 

3. GXDSS Coml;liznce Deterziration. Tke CC>!1 s'rz.11 c‘reck t%.= 2 
T;essel meets t're foll0wir.g requirements to maY<e z deterxix-zlzz 
wkether a vessel hzs the required GL!ZSS eq2ipmer.t izstzllei arZ 
in good workir,g condition. 

s-12 

EncloslJre (2) to G-MOC letter 16700 dated ;P :,:C:,: 25 



C. Faintenance Requirements. Required GXDSS radio eq:i?T,en: 
must be maintained to provide the availability of t?-e 
f3CZC tLona1 requirements and perforxazce starid2.rd.s s;ec<fie< 
in 47 CZR 80. The ski p's maintenance program should make 
e:c?licit reference to GFDSS equipment to ensure cr.-Loard cr 
shoreside plar,s are take2 into account. 

(1) 

(2) 

(31 

On skips engaged on voyages ir, sea areas A.1 ar.6 A-2, t're 
availability of fcnctioning GXDSS eqcipmert must 5e 
ecsured by duplication of equipment, shore-SaseC 
mairtenance, or at - sea electronic nai- C"" a- _ --- -- CS 

Cap2bility, or any coiAir,atior: of tLese. 

On ships engaged cr, voyages in sea areas A3 a,r.C G-1, t're 
GVCL-Gdility of fuzctioEiEg eq2ipnezt XC:: 52 exs2ra.C t;~ -VT-. 2, -‘- 

using a combination of at least t:Vo of th? fOllCL*il>q 

methods : duplication of ec;ui;r;er,:, shore -bas?S 
maictena3ce, or at-sea elec rozic maixtenazce -t 
capability. 

sxecified above. 

(a) Dcglicatioz _ of Eculpment. If dupllcaZio2 cf 
Equipment is used, the vessel mJ~:st rest t‘r5 
requirements ir 47 CFR 80.1105(q). 

lb) Shore-Eased Yairtera~ce. Demozstratlc2 cf s‘rcre- 
based maiKtzzarce shou1d be providec in the fez. cf 
a contract or other agrsezent betwsqe2x th2 -:zss2l 
LA-- 2 >--;I c '- r- -.- 3 - 'r >- 5 2 1;1 u_*- - - electrs"ics ??ai~te~a~ce cc..'3?.:_'.-. _ - 
The slYiD ' s ,mas ter is reszonsijle for provl<ir_q 
sufficient ir,forzation to satisfy t‘r_c- OC?!I. \,: a = - < __--__- 
for erif0rcir.g this requirenent are sEill 'ccrrp - ----‘1 
developed axd are subject to change. 

(c) At-Sea Elc,ctrozic !,lainte-axce CaTability. 2 y?esseL 
using this rethod must carry az least oze q:alifil-S 

(ii) G2DSS Operator s/b!aizta:zer’ s ‘slcezse. . 
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cT;c - ir, qood working condition. The inspection co~ti~.~cze~~ X7- 
the coast Guard to make a determin ation that a vessel ~25 
t'-e e,ue-T,72tion recuire2ents will include, at a minirr,,zz, thL 
docu-mentation check specified above in sections 13.F.3 (a) 
t?irocqh (cl. The CCXi may also check entries in the 
Radiotelephone Log to ensure GXDSS ec;uipment has been.taszeZ 
dexoi2stratinq it t0 be ca?,abie Of meeting Eii distress 2x6 

SC- -&ety functions prior to the ship departing each porn, as 
required by 47 CFR 8G.i105(e) and 80.409(e) ar.d may ask t'ze 
r;.zster how these tests are performed. The OCMI rzz:r' z.ls3 2.~:.: 
c : Ll+at the G>DSS operator to demonstrate an Zbiiity to 
corxzx.icate 0~2~ at ieast two C-XDSS systems, show t?xz i,‘r,e 
>j,l-TjT':E< a,?< T-72 vc - a- ----.. -- ,c L SafetyNET receivers are wcrkir.q, CT s:c.c-:: 
tte Z?iRB built-i2 test works. if the OCPII lzas ar,y dc.:bts 
CT concerns aLout t3.e technical adequacy of the C>!ZSS 
equipment iEstzllation, the suitability of electrical x.:irizq 
to ii-it ercoi-inect coz?oner-ts of the eq:iFmert, or t'ile crz-,er 
--intcance a2C e &..I2 fficiezt operation of the GXZSS es-il~:_ct, 
W'Fl:. L&--y s'ncu:ld cc2sul; Vjith the lOC2i FCC rS~rESSXtZtly;S SefGre 
fe a :<- 1 " c: i _ fcrtker action. 

1. Doc~xsritation. Once tke CCMI has checked for cozslia,r_ce x1:?. 
the rasuirezerits specified above and matie the 2etermiz.~zis: 

that a vessel’s @!3SS equipment is installe? ar,d in qocd 
workinq ccrdition, the F.~dio Officer Shall be remcy:ed frzz C:?C 
recruired r;axiir.q a,nd t'r_e vessel's COT erdorsed with the 
follmiirq: 



2. 

a. Compliance with GMDSS. The ship must be in full zomnliance 
Lqith G>DSS requirements. A ship is considered in ~;,';!:-a~.~= :-n.-..-. 
with GmSS requirements if it meets the criteria fo:~d in 
section J.3 of this Chapter. 

b. GRS Carriage. The ship must have an operabie G-3S receiver 
instalied. 

issuance of Exemntion. If the OCMi/COT? finds that a ski:, 
meets the requirements, an Exemption Certificate, fcrm CG-557 
Will be issued granting the exemption. Once issued, :::e 
Sxemption Certificate shall be attached to the a.pplicable 
Safety Certificate (either the Cargo Ship Safety ~"“'~-=-t -u-u- I_..__. 
Cer:if icate or Passenger Ship Safety- Certificate). ‘::--;:.r .-.- -=.-'.A-.\ 
13-A provides an example of a completed Exemption CertiflczcE. 
TbL - _A- following i~forr.atic~ w;ill 5,~ fillet CT: the Exer.;fic2 
Certificate: 

c. The a-dthority for this exemption is regclaticn v,i12!?). 

b. The recuirement t?.ac the ship is exempted frcm is -,,.41~tlcx v-se-.. 

v/12 (pj. 

C. ,The condition on which the E:tem:,tlo~ Certificate :s granted 
is: "This ship must com;?,ply with the GX!SS requirements 
found in Title 47, Code of Federal Regulations. $...r7q;r* >; I/ L-->---L . 

d. The Exemption Certificate will be valid until the Safe::- 
Certificate to Which it is attached expires. 
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EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SAFETY 
OF LIFE AT SEA, 1974, as amended 

THE UNITE3 STATES OF AMERICA 



Ccncit:ons, if any, on wtxh ti-,e Exe7pticn Ce~kca?e is granted: 7’1~; c:.11 -_:- 1z-z:.. ..,.:- 

Voyaces. If  any, for which tke E,Yarp!i ‘0 C&ifica?z is granted: :: ;. R 

This ceriiiica!e is va!id uKil 3: -:- y1 

I  

EXEMPTION CERTlFiCATE I 
i i 



Unit: 

iessel Same: 

U.S. Coast Guard 
GMDSS Exemption Evaluation 

Checklist 

1 

I IIS: I JIJl.51: 

Date: 

I. Documentation of Inspection. (17 CFR 50.1067) 

q a. Has valid Safsty Cxtificate Issue Date: Expiration Dats: 

1. G3lDS.S Operators. (17 CFR 80.1073) 

El a. Has at 12xt7 knsed GMDSS (1) License g. Expiration Date: 
Opsr3rors 

(2) Liceme *: Expiration Date: 

3. hlaintenance Requirements. (17 CFR 50.1105) 

a. engages in voyages in: 

El (1) Areas A 1 and X7 
if checked, ship must ensure availability is maintained by at least one ofthe methods listed in 3.b. 

I (2) hess .i3 and ~1 
if checked. ship must ensure availabiiin. is maintained by at least two of the methods listed in 3.b 

b. has at Irast on2 or nvo of the follo\ving (as applicable): 

III (1) duplication ofsquipment (complies with 37 CFR 80.1105(~)) 

cl 
(Zj dxnonsustion of shore-based mamt2nance: 

Company’s name: Eff2ctive Dare: 

Address: Espintion Dar:. 

(3) at-s23 electromcs mamt2xmce capability 

q (3) Has qualified G&lDSS Radio hlaintainer. Persorme! ho!& one cfthe follon-ins licenses: 

c] - G.CfDSS Radio Maintkxr’s Licea 

q - GUDSS Radio Opentor. Maintainer’s License 

. GPS Requirement ( for RDF esemphon omx) 

0 
a. V2ss2i is 2quipp2d with an operable GPS receiver 

. Determination: 

q a. According [o th2 information provided above. the ship in quesrion meets i does not meet (circk one) th2 requir2mt:nts 
for an exemption. 
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Gh:DSS and Starch and Rcscuc Arcas hrtp:.‘kuw nnvccn.usc~ n,,i “,.IKZ~TS @ssJrcs 

GMDSS and Search and Rescue Areas 

Global Maritime Distress and Safety System Sea Areas 

GMDSS sea areas serve two purposes: to describe areas where GLfDSS services are available, and to 
define what GMDSS ships must carry. Prior to the GMDSS, the number and type of radio safety 
equipment ships had to carry depended upon its tonnage. With GMDSS, the number and type of radio 
safety equipment ships have to can-y depend upon the areas in which they travel. GhiDSS sea areas ar? 

defined by _governments. 

In addition to equipment listed below, all GiLlDSS-regulated ships must carry a satellite EPIRB. a 
NXVTEX receiver (if they travel in any areas served by NAVTEX), an Inmarsat-C SafetvSET rec&.e: 
(if they travel in any areas not served by NAVTEX), a DSC-equipped VHF radiote!ephone, a ‘CT-IF 
handheld, and a search and rescue radar transponder (SART) 

Sea Area Al 

An area within the radiotelephone coverage of at feast one VHF coast station in which continuous di$t4 
selective calling (ch70) alerting and radiotelephony senices are available, as defined by the Internaiional 
Maritime Organization. 

Sea Area A2 

An area, excluding sea area AI, within the radiotelephone coverage of at least one MI: coast station in 
Lvhich continuous DSC (2157.5 kwz) alerting and radiote!ephony se?,ices are available, as de”->’ ‘-1. *I-J .l..bU v. L8.U 
International Maritime Or!gnization. GMDSS-regulated ships trave!ling this area must carry a 
DSC-equipped MF radiotelephone in addition to equipment required for Sea Area Al. 

‘.j . ,  
I-- ‘I 
,_- 

.  \  .\.‘..‘ !  

--;- 

.-- :; j;,:;*.. 

_ .._ 
_. = 

,  r”. . ,  .  
I  ; . ,  -Al/X3 Arens in F. and S. America 

2 I kb gif file. 
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l/A2 Arens in Europe and Africa 

36kb gif file 

1 . .-,-f _--.. 

27kb gif file 

II/A2 Areas in Asia and 1%‘. Pacific 

Solid lines represent actual service areas and dashed lines planned senice areas. 

Sea Area A3 

An area, excluding sea areas Al and A2, within the coverage of an lX&L&RSAT geostationary satellite in 
which continuous alerting is available. Ships trave!ling this area must can-y either-an Inmarsat A B or C 
ship earth station, or a DSC-equipped HF radiotelephone/telex, in addition to equipment required for an 
-41 and A2 Area 

4Skb _eif file 

Sea Area Al 

The area outside that covered by areas Al, A.2 and A3 is ca!led Sea Area A3 Area. Ships travellinn these 
polar regions must carry a DSC-equipped HF radiotelephone/telex, in addition to equipment requzed for 
areas Al and A2. 

Search and Rescue Areas 

lliOSi96 10:57:42 



c;xli-ISS and Search and Rcscuc Arca 

These show the nation or rescue coordination center responsible for coordmating distress emqrgencles 
which occur in these areas. Search and rescue areas are still undefined in many ocean regions. 

United States Search and Rescue Area 

SAR Areas of Responsibilitv 

39kb gif file 

Atlantic Search and Rescue Area 
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I-- Atlantic SAR Areas of Responsibilitv 

3 1 kb gif file 

return to G3lDSS 

return to Maritime Communications 

return to NAVCEN homepaee 

Last Revised: 6 Mq 1996 

Commandant (G-SCT-2) 
U.S. Coat Guard 
Ftrashingtort DC 20.593 
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