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From: Commander, Eighth Coast Guard District
To: Distribution

Subj: SIDELIGHT PLACEMENT ON MULTIPLE VESSEL CONFIGURATIONS
BEING TOWED ALONGSIDE OR PUSHED AHEAD

Ref: (a) Rule 24 (f) of the Inland Navigational Rules

1. The enclosed self-explanatory document developed by
Commandant (G-NSR-3) is being distributed to clarify potential
confusion that could lead to inconsistent enforcement. Please
ensure that this information is distributed to all officers and
petty officers involved in inspection of the subject tows.

2. Questions regarding this matter should be directed to LCDR
Tetreau at the above number.

< By direction
\\.

Encl: (1) Rules of the Rcad Advisory Counsel Int
published in the April/Mav 1C23 Proceed

Dist: All Eighth District MSOs
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DIUCILGLILS:

Whezre should you put them

in 3 barge configmration with uzeven sides?

Proper placement of sidelights on groups of
vessels being pushed ahead cr tcwed alongside
was one of the subjects discussed by the Rules
of the Ecad Adviscry Councii (RORAC) at its

required by Rula 21(g) adequately merks ti.
forwa~d snd c¢f the tow.

RORAC hss interpreted Eule 24(f) as re-
quiring

Decgmbter T - 8, 1982, mesting. ,

Rule 24(f) of the Inlend Rules gtates that -
eny number of vessels belng towed alongside cr
pushed in & group shall be lighted as cne vessel

a green sicelight cn the starboard side of
the tow, se placed eg to meark the maxi-
mum grejecticn of the tow to starbeard,

This Rule further reguires that sidelights be and
exhizited at the forward end of the vessel :
Meny questions have been raised concsrning - & red light on the port side of the tew, 5o

placed a3 to mark the meximum projes-
ticn of the tow to pert.

sidalight pleeament cn various barge configura-
tiers snccuntered cn the Western Rivers. Ire-
quently, groucs of barges ere unevenly cenfiz-
ured; plecement of sidelights cn the ferwerd
end of the lzad barge(s) cf a tow may thus give
a felce indicztien of the maximum width of the
tow. Cperaters on the Western Rivers unani-
mcusly sgree that sidelights are mest useful
when they merk the maxmum grojection of 2
tow tc beth port and sterscard,  On vessels
being pushed ahesd, the special flasning lght

The Coast Guerd agrees with this Interpreta-
ticn. The [Lust-stiens shew preger lighting on
soms representative Western Rivers berge can-
figuraticns. It should be noted from the figures
that where thera i3 a ccmbinaticn of pushing
ahesd and tewing alcagside, e sternlizht sheoul
te placed on the vessel towed if ILs stern nears
o

or falls aft of the stern of the tcwing vessel
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Fmorled of Sidalight Placr—ans

cz Rerreamria®ye Western Bivers Z2arge Co=figomsms Y
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