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Section I: Introduction

Thank you for requesting a Marine Event application package. This package contains
information that will help ensure that your event will adhere to federal boating laws and
safety guidelines in accordance with the Code of Federal Regulations. Enclosed in the
package you will find an Application for Approval of Marine Event. Please ensure that all

forms are complete and accurate upon submission.

If a regatta or marine event permit is required, the sponsor shall review his/her
responsibilities as provided in this package. The sponsor must provide evidence of
compliance with any applicable state laws. Permission must be granted from
appropriate state and local authorities. The sponsor must contact the state Boating Law
Administrator and the state agencies that are responsible for environmentally sensitive
areas, critical habitats, and historical issues to ascertain what state requirements may

apply to the event.

Submitting a Marine Event Application may seem overwhelming, however, the use of
this package should help reduce confusion making the submission process go much
more smoothly. If you have any questions or are unsure of the content of this package,
contact the Marine Event Permit Application Coordinator, Chief Warrant Officer Franz
Karnuth, at (314) 539-3091, extension 3209.

Section II: Do | Need to Submit an Application?

According to Title 33, Part 100.15 of the Code of Federal Regulations: “ An individual or
organization planning to hold a regatta or marine parade which, by its:

> Nature,

» Circumstances, or

> Location,



will introduce extra or unusual hazards to the safety of life on the navigable waters of
the United Stafes, shall submit an application to the Coast Guard.”
Regatita or marine parade means an organized water event of limited duration, which is
conducted according to a prearranged schedule.
Examples of conditions, which are deemed to introduce exira or unusual hazards to the
safety of life, include but are not limited to:

» An inherently hazardous competition,

» The customary presence of commercial or pleasure craft in the area,

» Any obstruction of navigable channel which may reasonably be expected to

result, and

» The expected accumulation of spectator craft.

Navigable waters of the United States for events under the jurisdiction of the Captain of
the Port St. Louis includes the navigable waters located in the following states:

lowa, Kansas, Colorado, Nebraska, Wyoming, South Dakota, or North Dakota,
Or, in certain parts of:

Missouri, Minnesota, Wisconsin, lllinois, and Arkansas

(Please call the Application Coordinator for questions on location applicability.)

Examples of events include but are not limited to: fireworks displays on or near
waterways, shoot-outs, races, marine parades, water ski shows, air shows, excursions
with numerous vessels, and the blessing of a fleet. An important note is that size is not
a determining factor. Furthermore, if you feel you are in doubt as to whether your event
is required to have an application, submit an application. There are no submission fees

associated with the Coast Guard Marine Event permit.

You are required to submit an application to this office if your event DOES meet the
above applicability. Please proceed to the next section to find out about deadlines, time

requirements, and submission procedures to MSO St. Louis.



If an event is held which requires an approved marine event permit and the sponsor

does not obtain the permit, the Coast Guard will initiate civil enforcement action. The

maximum civil penalty is $6,500.00. Furthermore, the Coast Guard Captain of the Port

may close or cancel the event.

Section Ill; How Do | Submit an Application?

Step 1: Fill out the following forms:

>

>

Application for Approval of Marine Event, CG 4423 (Enclosure 1)

Marine Safety Office St. Louis: Addendum to an Application for Approval of

Marine Event (Enclosure 2)

As per St. Louis COTP Policy Letter 02-04 (See enclosure 3 for policy and
plan template.) A description of site security measure is required for events

that are expected to have:
s More than 150 waterside participants, OR,
% A combination of over 500 shoreside and waterside participants.

As per St. Louis COTP Policy Letter 01-04 (See enclosure 4 for policy and
plan template.) A fireworks site plan is required for events that are expected

to launch fireworks from a vessel or an over water platform.

(All forms, instructions, and policies may be down loaded from the MSO St.

Louis web site: hitp.//www.uscg.mil/d8/mso/stlouis/)

Step 2: Include any other pertinent information regarding your marine event. After we

have issued you a permit, any changes to the schedule of activities should be

reported to this office immediately. Failure to provide sufficient information, or to

dedicate sufficient safety or security resources to the event, may result in return

or disapproval of your application or revocation of your permit.

Step 4: Ensure that the application, addendum, security plan, and fireworks site plan (if

applicable), reaches Coast Guard Marine Safety Office St. Louis no later than



135 days prior to the event. This amount of time is needed to process and
review the application. However, if a sponsor has a previously approved and
recurring annual marine event on file with this office, then the application can be

submitted 60 days prior to the start of the event.

Step 5: Mail the application and required documents to:

Commanding Officer

U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Office
Attn: Marine Event Permit

1222 Spruce Street, Suite 8.104E

St. Louis, MO 63103
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Marine Safety Office St. Louis:
Addendum to an Application for Approval of Marine Event

The sponsoring organization is required by the Captain of the Port . Louisto provide the
below information prior to issuance of a Marine Event Permit. However, if your organization
can provide the same infor mation in another format, use of thistemplate isnot mandatory.

Name of Event:

1. Inaddition to requirement #3 on the application, ensure the chart or drawing submitted
includes river miles and proximity to the navigational channel. Also, if special buoys are to
be used, include their location and provide a description (photo is preferred) of the buoys.

2. If your event includes the use of special lighting (i.e. laser, back ground), which may create
a conflict with navigation provide a description of how the lighting will be used:

3. Provide asummary of all safety measuresin place to protect participants and the public:

4. Safety and Security Support Resources.

4.1. For each organization providing support vessels and landside resources (i.e. State,
Local, Private, or Volunteer) provide the following information:

Name of
Organization

Point of Contact &
Phone Number

Description of Capabilities
and Usage (i.e. safety
and/or security)*

Types of
Communications
(MUST HAVE VHF-FM 16)

(* Examples: law enforcement, swift water rescue, firefighting, diver, crowd control.)

This document may contain Security Sensitive Information when filled out.

(Template Version 1.0)
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4.2. If support vessels are conducting night operations, has the sponsor verified that all
support vessels are properly outfitted with running lights?  YES / NO

4.3. For volunteer organi zations providing support vessels, include the additional
information:

» Description of training:

» Name and description of boats:

» Description of how the vessels are marked to ensure easy identification:

5. Has arrangements been made to ensure that the Person In Charge of the event, or their
representative, has accessto VHF-FM Channel 16 throughout the event? YES / NO

6. Command Post. Will acommand post be in use for the event? YES / NO. If yes,
provide the following information:

6.1. Phone number:
6.2. Accessto VHF-FM: YES / NO.
6.3. Manned by law enforcement personnel: YES / NO.
7. Eventswith Air Shows.
7.1. Hasthe FAA been contacted regarding your air show? YES / NO

7.2. Ligt all permitsrequired and received from local, state, and federal agencies.

8. Highwater. At what high water river level will the event be cancelled?

This document may contain Security Sensitive Information when filled out.
(Template Version 1.0) Page 2 of 3



9. 1, , acting on behalf of the sponsoring organization,

, | am providing the above information and have

submitted the following in conjunction with this addendum:

» Asper S. Louis COTP Policy Letter 01-04, a fireworks site plan for eventsthat are
expected to launch fireworks from a vessel or an over water platform.

» Asper . Louis COTP Palicy Letter 02-04, a site security measure description for
eventsthat are expected to have:

a. More than 150 waterside participants, OR,

b. A combination of over 500 shoreside and waterside participants.

Signature: Date:

This document may contain Security Sensitive Information when filled out.
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