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1 December 1999

From:
Commandant (G-MSE)

To:
Commanding Officer, Marine Safety Center

Subj:
ACCEPTANCE OF MARINE SHIPBOARD CABLE

1.
Each marine shipboard cable must meet the requirements of Title 46 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) II 1.60. Vessels desiring to use marine electrical cable other than that listed in 11 1.60 must obtain prior approval from the Marine Safety Center (MSC), typically during the plan approval process.

2.
Our technical review determined that marine shipboard cable meeting the requirements of IEC 92-3XX series standard or UL Standard 1309 provides a level of safety equivalent to the IEEE Standard 45 (1983). which is an approved cable standard under 46 CFR 11 1.60. Because we believe these standards provide an equivalent level of safety in all applications, we are proposing that they be expressly incorporated through rulemaking into 46 CFR 11 1.60. Until that time, cable meeting the requirements of IEC 92-3XX series standard or UL Standard 1309 may be accepted by MSC on a case-by-case basis under the authority of 46 CFR 11O.20. IEC92-3XX cable must additionally be shown to meet the flammability requirements of IEC 332-3. Category A. If the proposed cables meet these requirements, they are acceptable for use in the application proposed, subject to the usual plan approval by MSC and installation inspection by the respective Officer in Charge of Marine Inspection.

3.
Many times during the plan review process, the specific cable standard is not identified.  Local Coast Guard marine inspectors should contact the MSC if they find that the cable being installed does not meet one of the standards listed in 46 CFR 111.60 and has not already been approved by the MSC.  The MSC will evaluate the cable for the particular application to ensure it offers an equivalent level of safety to the currently accepted standards.

4. This information will also be passed via the USCG Marine Safety Information System's

Marine Inspection Field Information section to ensure widest and quickest dissemination to local

Coast Guard Marine Safety Offices.

M. G. Van Haverbeke
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